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Dreams, Visions and the Holy Spirit 

Whenever I enter our sanctuary, I am filled with 

joy and a sense of anticipation. Our worship to-

gether lifts my spirit and makes my heart sing. 

When we fellowship together – at baseball 

games, during pitch-in dinners, while selling 

rummage – there is a feeling of comradery and 

connectedness that is almost palpable. 

In short – we’ve got a good thing going here at 

First Christian Church. 

But there is a part of me that is itching to stretch 

outside of our familiar family. In the back of my 

mind, I keep wondering if there is something 

else God is calling us to do for him. 

Do you ever have that same lingering feeling?  

On October 1, we are going to meet in the Fel-

lowship Lounge from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. to dream 

big dreams and talk about our hopes and visions 

for the mission and ministry of our church. All 

are welcome to participate, and dinner will be 

provided at 6 p.m. Our Visioning Retreat will be 

moderated by Rev. Nathan Day Wilson. 

As Christians, we are called to be the “hands and 

feet” of Jesus. What does that mean? Where do 

we see people who desperately need the word of 

hope that we can offer? And what can we as the 

Body of Christ do to help? 

Who in our community are we being called to 

serve? Those who are grieving? Cancer patients? 

People seeking a GED? Grandparents raising 

their grandchildren? Single moms? People in 

addiction recovery? Those with mental illness? 

Families that need respite from caring for the 

chronically ill? Children who are struggling in 

school? Where do you see a gap in what our 

community has to offer, and where to you feel 

led to step into the gap? 

Bring your wildest, craziest ideas and an open 

mind – and join us on Oct. 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About our facilitator: Rev. Nathan Day Wilson 

is the Communications Director at Christian 

Theological Seminary. He also coordinates the 

Faith & Values section of The Indianapolis Star 

and authors a newspaper column. 

 

He previously served as associate fellow at the 

Geneva Centre for Security Policy in Geneva, 

Switzerland, while earning a degree in interna-

tional security at the University of Geneva.  His 

dissertation, “Waging Peace Amidst Raging 

Conflict: Evaluating the Impact of Religious In-

stitutions,” was recognized by the British Inter-

national Studies Association Working Group on 

International Relations, Security and Religion as 

a work of “significant contribution” to the field. 

Prior to his work in Geneva, Wilson served as 

director of public policy and interim director of 

communications for Sojourners, based in Wash-

ington DC. He is a graduate of Lexington Theo-

logical Seminary. 

 

Then afterward, I will pour out my 

spirit on all flesh; your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see vi-

sions.  Joel  2:28, NRSV 
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September 3-10-17-24 
 

9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

September 1, First Friday Fun for Grades K-8, Fellowship Lounge, 6:30-9 pm 
 

September 3, Five Love Languages study starts 
 

September 10, Board Meeting in the Fellowship Lounge 
 

September 14, Dan’s Fish Fry 
 

September 17, Elder’s Meeting after Worship Service 
 

Sept 24, High School Lunch Bunch right after Worship Service 
 

September 26, Potluck Fellowship Lunch for all in Fellowship Lounge at Noon 

 

Worship Serving Schedule 

Sunday, Sept 3— TEAM 6 

Sunday, Sept 10—TEAM 7 

Sunday, Sept 17—TEAM 8 

Sunday, Sept 24—TEAM 9 

 

Sunday School Schedule 

Class K-4 

Sunday, Sept 3—Jennifer 

Sunday, Sept 10—Elaine 

Sunday, Sept 17—Tami 

Sunday, Sept 24—Tracey 

 

Class Youth 

Sunday, Sept 3—Claudia 

Sunday, Sept 10—Tracey 

Sunday, Sept 17—Todd 

Sunday, Sept 24—Don and Sherry 

 

Communion Prep and Clean Up 

 

September-Jane Kissane 

October-Vikkie Witham and Mitzie Devine 

November-Brian and Claudia Jackson 

December-John and Pam Davidson 

Power Point Schedule 
Sept 3-Pam  Sept 10-Corbin 

Sept 17-Russ  Sept 24-Logan 



 3 Prayer Concerns: Margaret Adams, Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Claudia Falck, Geoff 

Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Jace Griffin, Marsha New, 

Sharleen Heckley, Carol Inman, Cindy Furbee, Tony Young, Chris Hughes, Vicki Louins, 

Sharri Jackson, Debbie Laurie, Brian Laurie, Marty Weaver, Sandra Whitehead, Anne 

Kissick, Don Norris, Gene West, Bonnie Ford, Treyton Tomy, Brandon Tomy, Aryah Jolly, 

Tyler Jennings, Melissa Reidhead and Family, Missionaries Steve and Melissa Gross, The 

Family of Charles Brooks, Britney Morgan on the passing of her Grandmother, Shawn and 

Robin Munk, Tracey Ogle and Family, The Mathes Family, Pray for Peace, Our College-

Age Children 

 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: 

Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn 

Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila 

Jackson, Dick Mullin, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Martha Masters, 

JoAnne Privett, Janice Halphin 

August Elder Serving Schedule 
  Sept 3-Cup-Buck Bread-Amy 

  Sept 10-Cup-Amy       Bread-Buck 

  Sept 17-Cup-Pam Bread-Jan 

  Sept 24-Cup-Jan Bread-Pam 

 

 

Mary Ellen Reyman has moved!  

Her new address is: 

1618 P Avenue 

New Castle, IN 47362 

 

News! News! News! 

Heather Himes is off to New York 

City to Teachers College, Columbia 

University to acquire her Graduate 

Degree in TESOL. She wants to 

thank FCC for her scholarship help 

at Butler University where she re-

ceived a Bachelors degree in music 

and German in 2014.  

Charles L. Brooks 92, of New Castle 
passed away peacefully at the Veteran’s 
Administration Hospital in Indianapolis on 
Tuesday, August 15, 2017. He was born 
September 12, 1924 in Union City, Indiana 
to the late Russel R. and Sylvia Mae 
(Staudt) Brooks. His daughter, Elizabeth 
Brooks  Whitmer and son-in-law Randy 
Whitmer, granddaughters Sara and Allison 
Whitmer and great-grandson, Reid, are long
-time members of our faith community. We 
offer our deepest sympathies. Please re-
member them in prayer in the coming days. 

Thank You! 
Jesse and Margaret Adams extend a big thank you 

to FCC members for the beautiful reception in honor 

of their 75th wedding anniversary! It was wonder-

ful. They want everyone to know that they love their 

church family! 

If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or 

loved one contact the church office (529-2403) so we will 

know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that 

requires a Pastoral visit, please contact the church office.  
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Sumer Robinson 

 

 

 

High School Lunch Bunch! 

 

Grades 9-12 

 

Sunday, September 24th 

 

Meet in the Narthex after  

Worship Service for lunch 

and fun fellowship! 

  

 

Save  

The  

Date! 

Dan’s Fish Fry  

here at the church 

SEPTEMBER 14 

Sept 1 

Grades K-8 

Fellowship 

Lounge 

6:30-9 pm 

Children and Youth grades K-8 are invited to watch 

a movie, eat lots of great snacks and join in the fun! 

 

Hope to see you there ! 

Indianapolis Indians 

Baseball Outing 
 

On August 25th, eight adults and 

seven youth members of FCC 

ventured to Victory Field in Indi-

anapolis to enjoy a baseball 

game. It was a beautiful summer 

evening and a good time of fel-

lowship was had by all. The 

Youth Fund of FCC paid for the  

youth tickets. Each adult bought 

their own ticket.  
Isaac Madden    Corbin Madden    Logan Nash 

Special Offering for Southern Hurricane and Flooding Relief 
 

At the time of this writing the rain continues to fall in Texas and Louisiana creating heartache for the 

residents of these areas. On Sunday, September 3rd, a special offering will be collected with proceeds 

sent to Week of Compassion . All funds collected will be directed to the relief efforts in the states af-

fected.  Donations may also be mailed to 2000 Bundy Avenue for inclusion in FCC’s donation. 
 

Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and development mission fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). WOC works to alleviate suffering in the world.  
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Communion Ministry  

Each month on the fourth 

Wednesday of the month, a 

group of volunteers from FCC 

visit Heritage House Rehabilita-

tion Center, North 20th Street,  

for a Worship service that in-

cludes: songs, a short message 

and the sharing of communion. 
 

To the left is a photo of Janice 

Halphin, FCC member and a res-

ident of the center with her sister 

Darlene Parrish, also a long-time 

member of FCC. Thanks to those 

who volunteer! Please join in! 

Walk For Life 
Andy, Jennifer, Eli and Ezra Hood are participating in the Walk for Life on 
September 9 to raise money for the Henry County Pregnancy Care Cen-
ter. They have a goal to raise $1,000. If 100 friends each sponsor $10 they 
will reach their goal! Please let the Hoods know how you would like to help 
them help this valuable community resource that helps women, children and 
families. Thank you!    

Be Ye Kind One to Another 

BYKOTA Sunday  School Class Leaves a Legacy of Love 
 

Sunday, August 27, 2017 was a bittersweet day in the life of our congregation as the 

BYKOTA Sunday school class officially met together for the last time. Established by 

Gene Rhoades on May 9, 1954, the class has a rich history of Christian education, fellow-

ship and mission in the community. Members of the class have served as church board 

members, formed and ran committees for special projects, served meals, performed build-

ing maintenance and the list goes on and on. Susan Rhoades was a charter member of the 

class and told us of the special trips taken by the group. Once they went to Branson, Mis-

souri and had a great time together. A past tradition was to meet every New Year’s Eve for 

dinner and then the group would go to a member’s home to ring in the new year.  
 

Mission was a hallmark of the group as they offered support for scholarships, Westminster 

Center, gathered supplies for our troops, contributed to the Christian Love Center’s 

Thanksgiving meal and bought gifts for the CRADLES Christmas party.  
 

The class members will now join other Sunday school classes offered by FCC for educa-

tion and fellowship but we would like to say “Thank You” to all BYKOTAs for their great 

example of  service! 
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FCC’s Dan’s Fish Fry Fundraiser Needs YOU! 
DATE IS THURSDAY, SEPT. 14th  TIME IS 4-7 PM 

 

Co-Chairs Gene and Julie Bundy would like to issue a special appeal for 

help on Thursday, September 14th. This is the evening of our Dan’s Fish 

Fry and many hands are needed to pull off this important fundraiser. We 

also need you to buy tickets and sell tickets to your family, friends and co

-workers. May we suggest using social media and texting as a way to 

contact friends and family for ticket sales. You can add their name to an 

advance sale reservation list (in the office) and they will receive the $10 

advance sale price at the door. This method is a super easy way to sell 

tickets! Our goal this year is 500 tickets sold—we can do it! 
 

To volunteer, please sign up in the Narthex (the library area at the back of 

the Sanctuary), or call the church office at 529-2403. You can also FB 

message or text Sherry (317-850-1072) with any questions. Thank you in 

advance for your support! 

 
We’re excited to announce that we are planning a new 

church directory! We want to photograph everyone associ-

ated with our congregation. We are using Universal 

Church Directories as our service provider. Each house-

hold photographed will receive a free 8 x 10 photo and a 

church directory. Appointment time sign ups will begin on 

Sunday, Sept. 3rd. 
 

Photography Dates and Times are: 

Friday, October 20th       2:00 until 8:30 pm 

Saturday, October 21st     10:00 am until 5:00 pm 

Please sign up now in Narthex or call office, 529-2403 

New Castle Churches Will Observe  

World Peace Day 

Thurs., Sept. 21, 5:30 pm, Baker Park, Shelter 2 
 

The International Day of Peace, sometimes unof-

ficially known as World Peace Day, is a holiday 

observed annually on September 21st. It is dedi-

cated to world peace, and specifically the absence 

of war and violence. FCC will join hands with 

like-minded citizens to observe this occasion. 

Please attend the event at Baker Park. There will 

be music and Charles R. Harrison will speak.  
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A time for peace 

“We must never allow September 11th to become a 

time for protest and division. Instead, this day must 

remain a time for promoting peace and mutual re-

spect.”  

 

—Archbishop Timothy Dolan  

  

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you. –Isaiah 43:2, CEB 



 8 

 

Prime Timer’s  

Potluck Luncheon! 
 

Tuesday, Sept 26th  

at Noon 

 

Fellowship Lounge 

What is a Prime Timer?  A Prime Timer is ANYONE that is free on Tuesday, 

September 26th at Noon! 

 

That’s right! Any age person is welcome. Are you retired? You are welcome!  

Are you on your lunch hour? You are welcome! Can you bring friends of any 

age? Yes you can! 

 

The meal will be totally potluck with the church providing table service and 

drinks.  

 

Please join us for this fun luncheon! 

  

You are invited to participate in 

an upcoming small group study 

of the book, The Five Love 

Languages by Gary Chapman. 

The study will start September 

3rd. Classes are as follows: 

Sunday at 9 am in the BYKO-

TA room with Pastor Alecia 
 

Tuesdays, 10:30 am. BYKOTA 

room. Leader: Pam Davdison 
 

Wednesday evenings at Jen-

nifer Hood’s house. Time: 

6:30 pm. 715 S. 11th Street. 
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Mark your calendars: Board members, Elders, Church Lead-

ers, Potential Church Leaders and Folks with Good Ideas – 

Sunday, October 1 from 4 to 8, (in the Fellowship Lounge) 

you are invited (and encouraged!) to participate in a Visioning 

Workshop for our congregation’s future. Rev. Nathan Wilson, 

noted Indy Star columnist and member of Christian Theologi-

cal Seminary’s Communications team will serve as facilitator. 

Everyone is welcome to share their dreams and visions!  

 

 

Non-Perishable Food and Personal Hygiene Items Needed 

for the Henry Township Trustee’s Office Pantry 
Nancy Webb, Henry Township Trustee, recently announced that the assistance pantry in her office is 
in need of supplies. The township trustee is designated as the administrator of emergency assistance 
within his or her township. The township trustee, as administrator of that assistance, is responsible 
for the oversight and care of all poor individuals in the township as long as the individuals remain in 
the trustee’s charge. It is the trustee’s responsibility to see that township residents are properly tak-
en care of in the manner required by law. 
 

If you are willing to donate non-perishable food items and hygiene items, please place them in the 
marked bin in the Narthex.  Thank you! 
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Church One Call System 

FCC uses an automatic call service to send important messages to our 

members and friends. We want to make sure you are receiving these 

calls. If you aren’t, we may not have your phone numbers. This might 

result in you and your family missing church news. If you do not re-

ceive One Call messages, please write your name and phone number 

down on a slip of paper and drop it in the offering plate. We will 

make sure your number is added to our system. 
 

Also, please program the One Call phone number in your phone con-

tact list so you will recognize when we are calling. This helps you to 

know you can accept our call! The number is 877-698-3261.  

 

Thank you!  We work hard to effectively communicate with all mem-

bers and friends.  


