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First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN 47362 

 
firstchristiannewcastle.org 

phone: 765.529.2403 

Reverent Reflections, Rev. Alecia Gross 
 

Recently we have started sharing daily prayer devotionals as part of a six-week ini-

tiative. Every day a prayer focus is emailed, put on Facebook and delivered through 

One-Call. (If you are not receiving the daily prayers please call the church office 

and we will set you up). 
 

Why all the fuss? Why are we doing this? 
 

As a church, I believe we can do great things – when we listen to the voice of God 

calling out to us. As individuals, I believe we can find great strength and comfort 

through the power of prayer. When all of us are directing our prayers in the same direction, I believe 

God can move mountains. 
 

Not everyone thinks, works, learns or prays the same way. Some people are highly creative and 

learn best when they use hands, voices, bodies. Do whatever works for you. Pray however and 

wherever you are most comfortable. Grab a pad of paper and jot down thoughts that come to you as 

you are praying. Find a friend and one day a week pray together. 
 

Try to find a specific time each day to pray – but don’t drive yourself crazy trying to stick to an ex-

act plan. Maybe light a candle to remind yourself that Christ is right there with you. 

Sit comfortably in a chair. Breathe deeply and slowly. Close your eyes and ask God to help you 

pray. Ask for understanding, guidance, wisdom. Then read the day’s devotion slowly and thought-

fully. 
 

The point of these prayer exercises is to help all of us grow closer to God and grow in our spiritual 

maturity. As we become more aware of God’s presence in our lives, we may feel nudged to do cer-

tain things, we may even get new ideas and new insight for where God is leading his church. 
 

Our prayers help us. Our prayers help others more than we will ever know. Our prayers unite us and 

solidify our claim that we are the body of Christ and all connected to one another. 

These activities may seem foreign or unfamiliar. It may feel awkward at first – but hang in there. 

Give it a try. See what happens if for six weeks we all pray in earnest. 
 

God bless all of you as we walk this journey together, 

Pastor Alecia 

Pastor Alecia 
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July 2-9-16-23-30 

9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service 
 

July 6  

6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk will be held at the Shelterhouse  
 

July 20 

6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Café Royal 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

No July Board Meeting 
 

July 2, Volunteers needed to help carry rummage items to the Shelter house right after 

Worship service 
 

July 2, Slow Summer Activity after Worship service at the Shelter house 
 

July 4, Church Office Closed 
 

July 8, Guest Speaker, Reverend Jerri Handy 
 

July 21, Wedding Rehearsal at the Church 
 

July 22, Wedding at the Church 
 

July 23, Acolyte Training with a Splash! Right after Worship in the Sanctuary, 

then Baker Park Splash Pad 

 

Worship Serving Schedule 

Sunday, July 2—TEAM 7 

Sunday, July 9—TEAM 8 

Sunday, July 16—TEAM 9 

Sunday, July 23—TEAM 10 

Sunday, July 30—TEAM 1 

Sunday School Schedule 

Class K-4 

Sunday, July 2—Elaine 

Sunday, July 9—Tami 

Sunday, July 16—Tracey 

Sunday, July 23—Buck 

Sunday, July 30—Jennifer 

 

Class Youth, Grades 5-7 

Sunday, July 2—Don & Sherry 

Sunday, July 9—Claudia 

Sunday, July 16—Todd 

Sunday, July 23—Tracey 

Sunday, July 30—Don & Sherry  

 

Communion Prep and Clean Up 

 

July-Carri Davis 

August-Jan Lindsey 

September-Jane Kissane 

October-Vikkie Witham and Mitzie Devine 

 



 3 Frances Smith, age 91, passed away Thursday, May 25 at Henry 

County Community Health. She was born September 25, 1925 in 

New Castle, Indiana. She was the daughter of the late Versil and Cora 

Madison Wyatt. A long-time member of First Christian Church, she 

will be remembered for her service and her ready smile. We send our 

sympathy to her family and her companion, Dick Mullin.  

July Elder Serving Schedule 
  July 2 Cup-Jan  Bread-Julie 

  July 9 Cup-Tracey Bread-Claudia 

  July 16 Cup-Claudia Bread-Tracey 

  July 23 Cup-Don Bread-Carri 

  July 30 Cup-Carri Bread-Don 

Thank you notes! 
 

Dear First Christian Church,  

I want to thank you so much for the chicken dinner you sent 

me. It was delicious and very thoughtful of you. Thank you 

to Buck who delivered it on a rainy day.  

Betty Yergin 

~~~~~~~~ 

Thank you for your support in the passing of our loved one, 

Tanya. It was such a blessing in our time of need. The dinner 

was wonderful. 

Love,  

Todd and Tami 

~~~~~~~~ 

Joslynn and I wanted to say, thank you for getting us to 

camp. It is a wonderful, fun week that gives us a chance to 

reconnect and be around all the great people we will meet. 

Thank you so much and God bless,  

Rita and Joslynn West 

~~~~~~~~ 

 

Thank you to the BYKOTA Sunday school class for donat-

ing $100 to FCC for the purchase of custodial supplies. Do-

nations like this are VERY much appreciated by the congre-

gation! 

~~~~~~~~ 

 

Thank you so much for the money and the gifts that you 

have given me. It will help me so much in college. 

Madison Cross 

~~~~~~~~ 

FCC sends a “THANK YOU” shout out to Thomas Jackson 

and his crew for the work they did clearing brush around the 

basketball court and garage. Thomas and his crew were very 

kind to us and we appreciate the help so much!  

 

 

Rummage and Bake Sale  

Fundraiser to be Held  

July 7th and 8th 

The fourth annual rummage sale fundraiser will be held 

on Friday, July 7th and Saturday, July 8th.   Lots of help 

is needed to accomplish the set goal of $3,000 in pro-

ceeds.  Volunteers are needed to sort and price items and 

work the days of the sale.  Clean up and transport help is 

needed when the sale concludes. 

 

Please bring your unwanted items to the shelter house as 

soon as possible—we need lots of items to sell! It would 

be a big help if you could price your items before bring-

ing them but if you cannot, that is fine too. We appreci-

ate all donations, however we respectfully ask that no 

older, heavy televisions be donated, flat screens only. In 

our experience, these do not sell and we’ve been told they 

are no longer accepted by Goodwill. We must pay a fee 

of $5.00 per television to dispose of them. Thank you for 

your understanding! 

 

Bake Sale Fundraiser 

Eliza Madden is chairing this and it will be held the same 

dates and times as the rummage sale. Donations of baked 

goods and other edible items are requested. Hungry 

shoppers from our congregation are especially needed! 

 

We extend our heartfelt condolences to the family of Tanya Eversole. Tanya passed away on June 2 

after a brief illness. She was born July 10, 1959 in New Castle to Richard and Carolyn Eversole. A me-

morial service for Tanya was held in our sanctuary on June 10 with the Rev. Alecia Gross officiating. 

Todd Eversole is her brother and Tami Eversole is her sister-in-law. Tanya was a free-spirited, caring 

woman who loved spending time with her family. She will be greatly missed. 

The congregation of First Christian extends our deepest sympathy to Saydi Flynn and family on the 

passing of her grandmother, Joyce Ann Stone. Ms Stone died on the afternoon of Friday, June 9, 

2017 at Stonebrooke Rehabilitation Center.  
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

A Gift Anyone Can Make 
 

Everyone, during their lifetime, accumulates “things.” Personal property such as 

vehicles or jewelry, real estate, and savings and other financial accounts all make 

up the “stuff” we gather during our lifetimes. 

 

But happens to those things at our deaths? Who decides where these things go? 

You can, if you act to create a will or other trust document. This allows you to dis-

tribute your assets to the people and causes you select; otherwise the legal system 

will determine the distribution--at a cost. 

 

Through your will, you can designate a gift to First Christian Church that will 

bless the Christian witness forever. Including the church in your will costs you 

nothing now yet makes a wonderful faith witness for your family, friends and oth-

ers. It is a gift anyone can make, and costs nothing during lifetime. 

 

A will should always be drawn up by a qualified attorney familiar with your finan-

cial circumstances, family situation and your wishes for your estate. Advice from 

an attorney and other professional advisors should be sought when considering 

charitable giving.  

 

To learn about ways to make legacy gifts through your will, contact the Christian 

Church Foundation at (800) 668-8016. The foundation is the general ministry of 

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to help church members create 

a lasting legacy though planned gifts. You may also contact our own church of-

fice at (765) 529-2403. 

Easy Ways to Contribute to First Christian 

Church: Kroger Rewards and Amazon Smile 
 

The Kroger Rewards program 

offers a simple way to help FCC

-even if you live out of New 

Castle! Register your Kroger 

Plus card at Kroger.com. Look 

under the Community tab and 

then select Community Re-

wards.  Our community number is 10583. Periodi-

cally they will ask you to update your information 

so if you signed up earlier, please go to Kroger.com 

to make sure you are still enrolled.  
 

Do you know of more community rewards programs that 

might benefit our congregation?  If so, please share the 

information with the church office.  

What is Amazon Smile? 
AmazonSmile is a simple and 

automatic way for you to sup-

port First Christian Church eve-

ry time you shop, at no cost to 

you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, 

you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 

selection and convenient shopping experi-

ence as Amazon.com, with the added bonus 

that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to First Christian Church, 

New Castle, Indiana! simply go 

to smile.amazon.com from the web browser 

on your computer or mobile device to make 

a difference today!  

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Prayer Concerns: Margaret Adams, Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Claudia Falck, 

Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, The Eversole Family, 

Jace Griffin, Marsha New, Sharleen Heckley, Matthew Poole, Wanda West, Bert Jacob-

son, Treyton Tomey, Trenady Grace, Jay Henderson, Marlene Sprague, Maci Gates, 

Bonnie Ford, Cody Adkins, Kent Keith, Sherry Murray, Jim Bell, Brian Jackson, Carol 

Inman, Virginia Howard and Family, Caleb Gross, Cindy Furbee 

 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: 

Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn 

Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, 

Sheila Jackson, Dick Mullin, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Mar-

tha Masters, JoAnne Privett, Janice Halphin, Lavena Morgan  

Why Grandma gave 

One Sunday as she was getting ready for church, a grandmother received a call from her 

daughter. “Can you watch the kids while we’re out of town next week?” the daughter 

asked. 
 

Grandma was so thrilled she put an extra $5 into the offering plate that morning. 
 

The next Sunday, after her three young grandchildren had returned home, she put in an 

extra $20. 

Please ring the door buzzer! 
 

Sometimes when you visit the church during the week (even during office hours), you 

might find the north door locked for security reasons. Please note that we have a door buzz-

er located on the right-hand door frame. Feel free to ring the buzzer for admittance.  

Pastor’s Bible Study: During July and August, our Pastor's Bible Study will take a 

look at "Father Abraham." We will explore the rich stories found in Genesis chap-

ters 11-25. Let's talk about Lot and the pillar of sand, Abram becoming Abraham, 

Sarah's laughter and the binding of Isaac. Join us each Sunday at 9 a.m. in the 

Chapel as we remember familiar tales and discover new insights. 

 

Acolyte training with a splash! Mark your calendars - we will have training for ac-

olytes on July 23 immediately following church. Any child who has completed first 

grade is welcome to attend. I would like for the experienced acolytes to join us also 

so we can get to know one another. Training should last about 30 minutes. After-

wards, (with parent's permission) we will grab lunch and go to the splash pad.  

Pastor Alecia 
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A summer blessing for you…

Apprehend God in all things, 

for God is in all things. 

Every single creature is full of God, 

and is a book about God. 

Every creature is a word of God. 

If I spent enough time with the tiniest 

creature,  

even a caterpillar, I would never have 

to prepare a sermon.   

So full of God is every creature. 

+ Meister Eckhart  

Relax and enjoy the summer beauty that 
God created for us! Here are some encour-
aging Scripture verses: 
 

Genesis 1:3  “And God said, “Let there be light,” and 

there was light.” 

 

Psalm 74:17 “It was you who set all the boundaries of 

the earth; you made both summer and winter.” 

 

Amos 8:1  “This is what the Sovereign Lord showed 

me: a basket of ripe (summer) fruit.” 

 

Matthew 24:32  “Now learn this lesson from the fig 

tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come 

out, you know that summer is near.” 

 

Proverbs 30:25  “Ants are creatures of little strength, 

yet they store up their food in the summer;” 

 

James 1:17  “Every good and perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 

lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” 

 

Psalm 113:3  “From the rising of the sun to the place 

where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.”  

 

Song of Songs 2:12  “Flowers appear on the earth; 
the season of singing has come, the cooing of 
doves is heard in our land.” 

Psalm 107:9  “for he satisfies the thirsty and fills 
the hungry with good things.” 
 
John 4:14  “but whoever drinks the water I give 
them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give 
them will become in them a spring of water well-
ing up to eternal life.”  

Slow Summer: Like all of life, summer is 

meant to be savored. When the weather 

warms up and the bird song floats down 

from the treetops, it's time to change 

the pace, to sip lemonade, to unplug 

and breathe. Each week, Pastor Alecia 

will pick a simple, fun activity for us to 

do together or on our own.  On Satur-

day, June 24th, ten people gathered for a 

bike ride around our neighborhood. 

During the ride, Pastor Alecia discovered 

that there is a log cabin right here in 

New Castle!  Who knew? 
 

The next Slow Summer adventure will 

be July 2nd. All ages should gather at 

the shelter house after worship for side-

walk chalk fun and water color painting. 

There will be seats and tables for paint-

ing. Help us paint a paper mural for our 

main hallway.  
 

We will wait until the rummage sale do-

nations in the balcony are carried to the 

shelter house before we begin painting. 
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Zoom out 

On a computer screen, images can be magnified to show tiny details 

and make text easier to read. In the process, however, the “big pic-

ture” is lost. After checking various aspects of a project closely, it’s a 

good idea to “zoom out” again to be sure everything still looks as it 

should.  

 

Likewise, it’s easy to fixate on the tiny details of our lives (especially 

flaws in ourselves and others). We tend to enlarge our problems far 

beyond their actual size and totally miss problems taking a toll else-

where. We may also forget the beautiful “big picture” of God’s care 

encompassing us. After tending to life’s details, it’s important to take a broader view to see wheth-

er our up-close perceptions hold true when we gaze on the work as a whole.  

 

“Help us ‘zoom out,’ oh God,” prays Joshua DuBois in The President’s Devotional (HarperOne). 

“Widen our perspective and extend our horizon, so that we can more fully know your purpose this 

day, and every day.” 

 Guest Speaker 
On Sunday, July 8th, we will happily welcome guest speaker, 

the Rev. Jerri Handy, long-term volunteer missionary from 

Global Ministries (Disciples of Christ and United Church of 

Christ). She is also the Minister of Congregational Care at 

Congregational Church of San Mateo, San Mateo, California. 

 

Rev. Handy is a graduate of Olivet Nazarene University, 

Kankakee, Illinois, Christian Theological Seminary, Indianap-

olis, Indiana and the Pacific School of Religion, Berkley, Cali-

fornia. 

Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to hear Rev. Handy! 

 

Rev. Jerri Handy 
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

 

Stay Connected to our Faith Community!   

Share News with Others! 
 

Please help First Christian spread the Good News to others by inviting people to visit our web-

site, firstchristiannewcastle.org or sending them a Facebook invitation. Another way to share is 

to give them a printed copy of our newsletter. We would love to mail a newsletter to anyone 

interested in our fellowship. If you know a former member that would like to  hear our news, 

please share their name and address with the church office and a copy will be mailed to them.  

Make it a goal to connect one person with our faith community during the month of July!

Thank you! 

by Sherry Denney 

Growing up, my parents used to remind me to turn 

off the lights as I left a room. Now that I am an 

adult (paying the light bill!), I do my best to flip the 

switch to off as I go out the door.  
 

This is a friendly reminder to all members to make 

sure to turn off the lights as you leave our building. 

If you are one of the last to leave, please make sure 

that all is well before you go out the door.  Make 

sure the door is locked, too! Your help is appreciat-

ed. 


