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Do Not be Afraid
Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
As I write these words, I know them to be true – and it seems like much of my
world is a whirlwind at the moment. I am beginning a new ministry together
with all of you, we are in the midst of packing our belongings and transplanting them into the parsonage, and my youngest three children are saying ‘see
you later’ to some of their dearest friends.

Rev. Alecia Gross

Transitions can be angst-inducing times.
I wonder if you are also feeling a bit unsettled as you prepare to welcome my family and I into your midst?
I think it is normal for us to feel these butterflies of anticipation, to feel curious about how we will learn and
grow from one another, and to take this time to reminisce about our past joys while we simultaneously sketch
out our dreams for the future.
I am dreaming big dreams; I know you all are doing the same. I am eagerly looking forward to getting to
know each of you and learn about your greatest passions, your visions for the future of our church.
(continued on page 3)
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MAY 2017
May 7-14-21-28
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
May 4 and May 18
6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Café Royal
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
May 7
Pastor Alecia’s First Sermon at F.C.C.
Board Meeting after Worship Service
5:00-8:00 pm, Open House for Madison Cross at Memorial Park, large brown shelter
May 14
Graduate Sunday during Worship Service
May 17
6:30 pm, Renaissance Child Learning Center Graduation Program in the Sanctuary
May 20
4:00-7:00 pm, Abbey Jones & Alexa Madden’s Graduation Open House here at F.C.C.
May 24
10:30 am, Communion Ministry at Heritage House Rehabilitation Center

Worship Serving Schedule
Sunday, May 7—TEAM 9
Sunday, May 14—TEAM 10
Sunday, May 21—TEAM 1
Sunday, May 28—TEAM 2

Sunday School Schedule
Class K-4
May 7—Tracey
May 14—Buck
May 21—Jennifer
May 28—Elaine

Communion Prep and Clean Up
May-Jane Kissane
June-Gene and Julie Bundy
July-Carri Davis
August-Jan Lindsey
September-Jane Kissane
October-V. Witham and M. Devine

Class Grades 5-7
May 7—Todd
May 14—Claudia
May 21—Tracey
May 28—Todd

(continued from page 1)
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Part of the reason I felt so strongly that God was leading me into ministry with First Christian was
that I could feel the Spirit stirring in your midst, and I could sense a deep desire within your congregation to grow in the direction God guides us. I could feel a deep commitment to our congregation
and its ministries.
I am convinced that God has big plans for the next steps in our journey. It may take us a while to get
to know one another and discern what those steps could look like – and that is okay. In the middle of
the winds of change, God is our Rock – our firm foundation.
This is an exciting time. We are beginning this new journey together. Let us take these next steps
hand-in-hand, confident that our path is guided by the very Creator of the Universe.
May God bless our ministry together,
Pastor Alecia

We offer our condolences to the family
of Roger Ewing who passed away recently. Terry Ewing is his brother.
We offer our sympathy to the family of
Russell Hall who passed away recently. Lula Haynes is his sister.

Prayer Concerns: Margaret Adams, Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Claudia
Falck, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Tanya
Eversole, Terry Ewing, Donna Acker, Jace Griffin, Hubert Madden, Marsha New,
Sharleen Heckley, Alberta Hughes, Sally Thompson, Sandra Whitehead and Family, Robert Norton, Matthew Poole, Danyelle Jolley, Jada Storms, Wanda West,
Jeff VanArsdol and Family, Benny Tuchetta, Bert Jacobson, Rosie Fowler, The
Hobby Family
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern:
Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn,
LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol,
Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, Francis Smith, Dick Mullin, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Martha Masters, JoAnne Privett, Janice Halphin,
Lavena Morgan
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Thank You Notes!
Dear First Christian Congregation,
I have many things for which to be thankful for from our time together.
I'm thankful to God who joined us together in this Holy calling.
I'm thankful for the first days that helped us to meet, and the days that followed
helping us to grow together.
I'm thankful for those who've taken their first few or next steps in life or in their faith.
Too, for those who are now at rest.
I'm thankful for our faithful, those who can't easily visit the community for varying health related reasons and still commit to support this sacred community.
I'm thankful for all who remain, offering their gifts and talents in order that the Gospel may be shared
and experienced by many more in this beautiful space.
Too, for a ministry staff that goes above and beyond.
I'm thankful for everyone who took the time to offer tasty and beautiful foods, decorations, cards, notes,
and gifts to celebrate this time of our ministry with you. It was all wonderful!
I'm thankful for the ministry of Pastor Alecia Gross and her family that in the days to come will lead us
courageously into the future.
Be empowered, courageous, and may God's spirit fall afresh on us everyday.
Gracias!
Richie
p.s. Any notes or cards can be sent to the church office and they'll be sure that I receive them.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear First Christian Church,
Thank you so much for the chocolate covered strawberries. I ate each one and really enjoyed them very
much!
Love,
Iris Alexander
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
F.C.C. Received a Thank You note from the Christian Love Center thanking us for our Souper Bowl
Sunday donation of $121.

5

As a Mother
Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you; you are gentle with us as
a mother with her children. Often you weep over our sins and our pride; tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgment. You comfort us in sorrow and
bind up our wounds; in sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk you feed
us.
Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life; by your anguish and labor we
come forth in joy. Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness;
through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. Your warmth gives life to
the dead; your touch makes sinners righteous.
Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us; in your love and tenderness remake us.
In your compassion, bring grace and forgiveness; for the beauty of heaven
may your love prepare us.
—Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109)

Installation Service
Pastor Alecia’s Installation Service with special
guest, Rev. Carolyn Reed of the Indiana Disciples
of Christ Regional Office, will take place on June
11, 2017 at 10 am. After the Worship service, attendees will be invited to join us for a picnic on the
grounds. Please mark this date on your calendar.

This and That News
On Palm Sunday, April 9th, F.C.C sent Pastor Richie and Jasmine off to their new post with a bountiful
brunch. Savory and sweet brunch food was enjoyed by approximately 65 people in the Fellowship
Lounge. Board Chair, Don Denney, offered words of thanks and encouragement to Richie and Jasmine
then, members of the audience were invited to speak. Many members spoke to thank Richie for his time in
ministry here at 2000 Bundy Avenue. Please visit our Facebook group page for photos of the event. Thank
you to Claudia Jackson, Jan Lindsey, Tami Eversole, Pam Davidson, Sherry Denney and any others that
donated food and prep hours. Your help was much appreciated.
A rainy Easter morning kept our April 16th Easter egg hunt indoors but that didn’t dampen the enthusiasm
of our younger members and guests. After a Worship Service attended by 126 people, the children were
invited downstairs to hunt for what seemed like thousands of eggs! The Family Team headed by Jennifer
and Andy Hood did a great job organizing this fun fest! Photos are available for viewing on our Facebook
group page.
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“Why don’t streetlamps have ears?”
“Mom!” my 3-year-old self hissed at 6 a.m. “Why don’t streetlamps have ears?” My mom later
wrote (in a 1974 article) that she peered at me sleepily, silently asking a question of her own:
“Seriously?!”
Eliza Madden
That year I amused — and exasperated — my parents with countless questions: “Why did sister
leave one shoe here and one there?” “If God is up in heaven, how did he make the grass?” “Why
are dandelions yellow?” To that query, Mom replied, “I guess that’s how God wanted them” —
and wrote, “In our house, we let God answer many of our questions.”
I still have questions: Why is my dynamic young friend dying of cancer? Why are a parent’s
own children sometimes hard to love? How can we end war, poverty, sex trafficking? Should we
donate money or save for college? How, exactly, does salvation work? Sometimes science or
professionals are God’s instruments to answer my questions. Sometimes answers come quietly
to my heart — and sometimes they don’t come at all.
Faith doesn’t mean never questioning. It means trusting enough to ask, even when a question
seems silly or pointless. Thanks, Mom and Dad, for teaching me by your loving example that
God always welcomes my questions.
Sumer Robinson
—Heidi Mann

THURSDAY
MAY 4th
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Alexa Madden
Alexa plans to attend Purdue University in the fall and
double major in Biology and Business. She loves to read,
play volleyball, and hang out with friends in her free
time.
Alexa is the daughter of Stacy and Adam Rhoads and
Scott Madden.

Madison Cross
Madison plans to attend
Ball State University in the
fall to major in Criminology and Criminal Justice.
Madison is the daughter of
Azure and Johnny Cross.

Adria Cross

Congratulations to
Adria Cross on her
Senior year at Blue
River Valley High
School. We wish
Adria all the best
in her future endeavors! Adria is
the daughter of
Ronnie and Shelbie Cross and Angela Modjeski.

Psalm 16:7-9
7 I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. 8 I keep my
eyes always on the LORD. With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 9 Therefore my heart
is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure,

Please take a moment to review your giving to see if your pledge is up to date.
Contributing your pledge in a timely manner helps FCC to pay our financial obligations as they become due. If you are unsure about your status, give Sherry a
call at 529-2403 and she can answer any questions that you may have about
your giving record. A contribution report can be printed for you at any time!

Donation Opportunities

Help Fill the Collection Bin
(in the Narthex) with
Canned Goods for the
Christian Love Help Center.
Any help is appreciated.

As you do your Spring
Cleaning, save your unwanted items for our
annual rummage sale!
The date of the sale will
be announced soon.
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Beginning … and beginning again
During the coming weeks, as you or loved ones celebrate graduation, remember it isn’t a closed
door, an end or a farewell. Instead, it’s an entryway threshold, a beginning, a hello — and one of
many such opportunities that mark life.
“God wants us to know that life is a series of beginnings, not endings, just as graduations are
not terminations but commencements,” writes Bernie Siegel. “Creation is an ongoing process, and
when we create a perfect world where love and compassion are shared by all, suffering will
cease.”
Of course, we can “create a perfect world” only by letting God guide our actions. So, dear graduates, may you partner with God to meet suffering with love, kindness and compassion through all
the new beginnings of your life!
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Grin and bear it
A preacher decided to skip worship services one Sunday and head to the hills to do
some bear hunting instead. As the man rounded a corner, he collided with a huge
bear and tumbled down the mountain, losing his rifle and breaking both legs in the
process. The bear charged toward him, but the preacher couldn’t move.
“Oh, Lord,” he prayed, “I’m so sorry for skipping church today. Please forgive me
and grant me just one wish: Please turn that bear into a Christian!”
Instantly, the bear screeched to a halt, fell to its knees, clasped its front paws together and began praying aloud at the preacher’s feet.
“Dear Lord,” the bear said, “bless this food I am about to receive. Amen.”

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Disciples of Christ
July 8-12 Indianapolis
http://ga.disciples.org/
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