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Reverent Reflections, Rev. Alecia Gross
Isaiah 40:31 reminds us: “But those who wait on the LORD shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”
Do you ever feel weary?
The month of May has been a month of transitions. I began my
new ministry with all of you. My family packed up and moved
from the place we’ve called home for most of our lives – on to a
new adventure here, with new friends. Our (young) adult children moved in to our former home and we had to negotiate new
rules and new boundaries – and trust that they will live together in reasonable harmony. We
have been packing, and unpacking, getting lost and trying to form new routines.
There have been lots of changes in our lives. Maybe some of you are in the throes of new situations as well – children graduating, grandchildren being born, moving homes, recovering
from surgery . . .
Sometimes in the midst of changes like these, I don’t know about you, but I grow impatient. I
want the entire house unpacked in one evening. I want to know how the book ends before I
have even finished the first chapter. Sometimes I really want to be in control.
Continued page 4
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June 4-11-18-25
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
June 1 and 15
6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Café Royal
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
June 4, Pastor’s Bible Study Begins in the Chapel, 9am
June 4, Board Meeting after Worship Service
Teen Talk (and ice cream!) June 8, 7 pm, Youth Room ages 12-17.
June 11, Pastor Alecia’s Installation Service with a Fellowship Meal to Follow
June 18, Happy Father’s Day!

Worship Serving Schedule
Sunday, June 4—TEAM 3
Sunday, June 11—TEAM 4
Sunday, June 18—TEAM 5
Sunday, June 25—TEAM 6

Sunday School Schedule
Class K-4
Sunday, June 4—Tami
Sunday, June 11—Tracey
Sunday, June 18—Buck
Sunday, June 25—Jennifer

Communion Prep and Clean Up

Class 5-7
Sunday, June 4—Don/Sherry
Sunday, June 11—Claudia
Sunday, June 18—Tracey
Sunday, June 25—Todd

June-Gene and Julie Bundy
July-Carri Davis
August-Jan Lindsey
September-Jane Kissane
October-Vikkie Witham
and Mitzie Devine

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Prayer Concerns: Margaret Adams, Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Claudia
Falck, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Tanya
Eversole, Terry Ewing, Donna Acker, Jace Griffin, Marsha New, Sharleen
Heckley, Sandra Whitehead and Family, Matthew Poole, Wanda West, , Bert Jacobson, Rosie Fowler, Trenton Tomey, Trenady Grace, Jay Henderson
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern:
Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn,
LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol,
Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, Francis Smith, Dick Mullin, John and Joan
Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Martha Masters, JoAnne Privett, Janice
Halphin, Lavena Morgan

From our family to yours, thank you all for the gracious welcome you
have given us. We have been humbled by the way everyone has gone
out of their way to make us feel at home. From providing gas cards
and gift certificates, to sorting through sippy cups and IKEA instructions, you have gone above and beyond to show hospitality to us during this time of transition.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts,
Pastor Alecia and Russ
Allison, Logan, Jacob (and Haydan and Paisley)
Donation Opportunity~~~~Angel Wish
Angel Wish is an effort to provide needed items for isolated and frail seniors in
Henry County. Items needed are monetary donations, non-perishable protein like
peanut butter and tuna. Toiletries, toilet paper, paper plates, towels, wash cloths
and blankets. Items must be new—not used. Please place items in the collection
box in the Narthex. Check out the complete list of needed items on our bulletin
boards. Last day to donate is July 10th.
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Reverent Reflections continued from page 1

God tells us to wait on Him. That he will renew us. That if we trust in His wisdom we will
run, we will soar like eagles. But sometimes waiting is hard.
My three-year-old foster son and I had a tearful night last night. Haydan loves trying on
clothes – his clothes, our son Jacob’s clothes, my clothes. Summer clothes, winter clothes –
he loves experimenting with independence by dressing himself in whatever he can get his
hands on. Now don’t get me wrong, most days this is absolutely adorable, but on days when
I am trying to unpack and organize dresser drawers it can get a bit frustrating. I would put
something in, he would take it out and try it on. He would mix dirty clothes in with clean,
and have his shirt upside down and backwards! When I sent him out of the room so I could
get something done, he cried big tears. He didn’t want to stop playing dress up.
But then this morning, he popped out from behind my recliner while I was drinking my coffee. He smiled a big smile and said, “Look Gigi, I did it!” He had come downstairs completely dressed – underwear, shorts, shirt, socks and shoes. They were all his clothes and
were all facing the correct direction. Through all that trial and error, he had figured out how
to dress himself. In his own time, in his own way – he was learning exactly the things he
needed to.
Just like my child – we as a church are growing. We are learning. We are taking steps every
day to transform into the new creation that God is calling us to become. But we must be patient. Sometimes it takes a bit of trial and error before we figure it out.
Dearest Lord, help us to notice the ways that you renew and strengthen us every day. Forgive us for the times when we try to control things that should be given over to you. Help us
to remember that our hope, our trust, and our faith is in you and in you alone.
May God Bless our ministry together,
Pastor Alecia
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New Sunday School Class, Pastor’s Bible Study Begins June 4 ! Pastor Alecia will
be teaching this class. Here is a note from her: We are going to spend the month of
June reflecting on Martha Grace Reese's Unbinding the Gospel. For four weeks, we
will talk about the "E" word - Evangelism. In our first week we will take a look at
evangelism in our churches today. What is evangelism? Why do it? How is our church
doing? Starting June 4, we will gather at 9 a.m. Hope to see you there! We will meet
in the Chapel.

Teen talk (and ice cream)
Thursday, June 8th at 7 p.m.
we will meet downstairs at
the church for an ice cream
social, conversation and we
will talk about, "Prayer for
People Who Can't Sit Still."
If you are age 12-17, grab a
friend, wear your comfy
clothes and come hang out
Pentecost Sunday is June 4th this year. You are encouraged
to wear red for this special day. Historically, on the Day of
Pentecost in the church year, fifty days of Easter and ten days
after the Ascension, the clergy wear red vestments to signify
the work of the Spirit. It is also a custom in many churches
for the people in the congregation to wear red on the Day of
Pentecost as well. Pastor Alecia asks us to wear red to remind us of the fire of the Spirt.

Every man who desires to become a true father has to look
continually to the Lord, that he might learn of him how to
relate to his own children.
―Sunday Adelaja
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Thinking About Legacies
There are so many legacies from which we draw. Parents oftentimes
us with
Eliza leave
Madden
a powerful set of values and a strong legacy of service and acceptance of others.
Even our faith creates in us a legacy of strong biblical knowledge and curiosity
and humility.
Our congregation has invested in us legacies of affirmation and opportunity, of unconditional love and friendships that stand the test of time, of nurtured faith and
tested values and growing stewardship.
As we focus on the blessings left to us by others, by our church and by our life experiences, we must ask ourselves: What legacy will I leave?
Hopefully these will include the hope of a strong faith, the enduring power of nonjudgmental love, and perhaps even the desire to make of our lives
difference in
Sumera Robinson
the world.
As part of this, consider how including the church in your end-of-life plans will
provide a legacy to future generations seeking to grow in faith and wisdom.

“Summer Flowers”
Behold the flowers of June!
How fair and bright their buds appear,
as, opening to the summer air,
our eyes and hearts they cheer!
Who would have thought there could abound
such beauty and delight
beneath the cold and wintry ground
that hid those flowers from sight?

Let all that you do
be done in love
1 Corinthians 16:14

That power which made and governs all —
the mighty power of God —
alone could life and beauty call
out of the lifeless sod.
And he, who from the winter’s gloom
can summer thus disclose,
shall one day make the desert bloom,
and blossom as the rose.
—Anonymous
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FCC honored our high school graduates on Sunday, May 14th.Our three
high school grads were left to right:
Alexa Madden, graduating from the
Indiana Academy, Madison Cross, a
Blue River Valley graduate and
Adria Cross, also a Blue River Valley High School graduate. The ladies were each presented a gift from
our congregation, a copy of The
Guidebook. It is a student Bible that
offers a host of exercises and background material that will enable students to understand what is really in
the Bible and how to live out its
message. The Guidebook is based on
The New Revised Standard Edition
and helps young adults engage more
deeply with God’s Word and apply
it to real life situations.

We honor Saydi Flynn (above) on her
graduation from Ivy Tech. Saydi earned
an Associate’s Degree and will continue
her education at Ball State University.
She plans to major in education and become a teacher. The congregation will
present Saydi with a token of our affection on Sunday, May 28th during the
Worship Hour. Congratulations, Saydi on
your achievement!

Scholarships Awarded
Each year FCC awards scholarships to students in
our church that meet the eligiblilty requirements.
We had two applicants this year and they were
both awarded $500 scholarships. Congratulations
to Alexa Madden and Madison Cross. Our prayers
will be with you as you begin your college careers!
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Let’s Go to Church Camp!
Parents, if you are interested in your child attending church camp or if you
yourself are interested in being a camp counselor, please see Pastor Alecia. Transportation and financial assistance is available. Don’t delay-let
us know your plans today!
2017 Camp Dates
Geneva Center — Rochester, Indiana
June 12 – 17 High School (Grades 9 – 12)
Traditional
MAD
CROSS
June 13 – 15 You and Me #1 (Ages 5 and up with adult)
June 19 – 24 Middle School (Grades 6 – 8)
Traditional
MAD
CROSS
June 26 – July 1 Explorer camp (Grades 4 – 5)
June 26 – July 1 Leadership Camp (Ages 16 – Grades 12)
June 27 – June 29 New Beginnings Camp (Grades 1 – 3)
June 29 – July 1 You and Me #2 (Ages 5 and up with adult) Note: Pastor Alecia is directing
this camp. If anyone is age 16 and up and can help with counseling, applications are available. Please see Pastor Alecia for more info.
Bedford Christian Camp — Bedford, Indiana
June 19 – 24 High School Camp (Grades 9 – 12)
June 26 – July 1 Middle School Camp (Grades 6 – 8) –July 5 – 7 You and Me (Ages 5 and up with
adult) –
July 13 – 15 New Beginnings Camp (Grades 1 – 3) –
July 17 – 22 Explorer Camp (Grades 4 – 5)
To Register or Learn More Details, Visit http://indianadisciples.org/commissions/commissionon-faith-formation/
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Running blind
Years ago, I worked at a summer Bible camp with my cousin Erik. As an evening staff meeting
concluded, a sprinkle suddenly became a downpour. Counselors sprinted off toward cabins,
while Erik and I, who didn’t supervise youngsters, debated whether to wait out the storm.
We opted to run for it, but being visually impaired, I soon realized the sheets of rain, added to
the dark, hindered my view. “I can’t see!” I yelled through the wind to Erik. Immediately, he
grabbed my hand, pulling me along. “It’s okay!” he shouted back. “I can!”
The sensation of running blindly yet feeling so secure became a metaphor for me about what I
can handle and accomplish through faith. When I let God grab my hand and guide me, even
when I’m running through dark, stormy times, I experience peace. For though I cannot see what
lies ahead, I know God can.
—Heidi Mann
Genealogy research turns up some intriguing relations; for example,
Barack Obama and Sarah Palin are 10th cousins, and Britney Spears and
Prince Albert of Monaco are 17th half-cousins. In the Bible, Jesus is
linked to Rahab and Ruth, members of nations that were enemies of Israel.
Searches for family connections quickly reveal not only roots but also a
web. Only a few generations up in the branches of each family tree are
so many people that trees intersect. Scientists speculate that most people
living today are related through a recent common ancestor. So there’s a “web-like tapestry”
rather than a “tree that fans out exponentially,” according to writer Carl Zimmer.
Realizing we’re all connected should affect how we treat others. After all, we’re related to people with diverse backgrounds and opinions. In terms of genealogy, as well as living as Jesus’
disciples, we belong to one another.
Please attend a special service in the life of our
congregation. On June 11th, we will host a service of installation for our new minister, Alecia.
We will invite everyone we know to celebrate
with us including Alecia’s out-of-town friends
and family. You are asked to invite your friends
and family as well!
After the Worship service, we plan to continue
our celebration outside on our beautiful lawn - there will be plenty of seating outside. There
will be a boxed lunch meal after the service. Please RSVP for the meal. You can RSVP via
bulletin insert, e-mail to fccsherrydenney@outlook.com, or through Facebook. Please turn in
your response by June 4. Thank you!
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Communion Ministry Serves Heritage House Residents
by Sherry Denney
The last Wednesday of each month, FCC members gather at the Lord’s table to serve
and share communion with Heritage House residents. An open invitation is issued to any
resident that wishes to join in the fellowship. An average of 15-20 residents join in each
month and the number seems to be growing. The 10:30 am service includes hymn singing, prayers, a devotion and communion. Please come join us for this wonderful time of
service and fellowship. I know your life will be enriched by your attendance!
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