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FCC Calls New Pastor
by Pam Davidson, Search Team Chair
It is with great anticipation that we announce our new Pastor (partner) for FCC.
Alecia Gross accepted our Call on February 14, 2017. On March 5, with the report from the Search Team, the Board
unanimously voted to recommend Alecia
to our congregation. At the Congregational meeting on March 12, with the recommendation of the Board, members in
attendance voted yes unanimously to the
Board’s recommendation that Alecia
Gross become our new Pastor.
Alecia Gross is a native of Shelbyville,
Indiana. She is a Ball State graduate,
Rev. Alecia M. Gross
graduate of Christian Theological Seminary and was ordained in 2015. She is
presently serving part time as the Pastor of the Evangelical United Church of Christ in Shelbyville. She has served several churches in many different capacities since graduating from
BSU and Seminary. She has also worked with Hospice and non-profit organizations. Alecia
will begin her partnership with us on May 1 with her first sermon on May 7, 2017. Alecia’s
installation service will be held June 11th with a fellowship meal following.
Alecia and her husband Russ, have seven children. Russ has three grown children: Susan,
Nick and Chris. There are four children at home: Ethan, Allison, Logan and Jacob.
Continued on page 5
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The Elder’s Lenten Study will continue during April.
The last session will be Wednesday, April 12th. Join in!
FCC’s Easter Offering will be taken during the month of April. You will find envelopes in your
box of tithing envelopes and also in the pew holders. These donations benefit
the ministries of First Christian Church
April 1
Easter Egg Stuffing Brunch, Fellowship Lounge, 10 am
April 2
Sunday School, Coffee Hour, Worship Service
Board Meeting after Worship Service
April 6
6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Café Royal
April 9-Palm Sunday
You’re Invited to Wave the Palms to Symbolize Jesus’ Arrival in Jerusalem
SPECIAL BRUNCH for Pastor Richie and Jasmine will be held during Coffee Hour and after the Worship Service. Let’s show them our love and wish them well!
April 14-Good Friday
Prayer Vigil begins at Noon
Good Friday service begins at 6:30 pm
April 15-Holy Saturday
Prayer Vigil ends at Noon
April 16-Easter Sunday
Coffee Hour, Sunday School and Worship Service
Easter Egg Hunt right after Worship Service
If you ordered an Easter lily, please take it home!
INVITE SOMEONE TO EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF EASTER WITH YOU!
April 23
Sunday School, Coffee Hour, Worship Service
Rev. Ron Allen is our Guest Speaker at 10 am Worship Service
Elder’s Meeting after Worship
April 26
Communion Ministry at Heritage House, 10:30 am. Join us!
April 30
Coffee Hour, Sunday School and Worship Service
During the Worship Service, we will break into smaller groups to discuss
how we, as a congregation, can join together to welcome our new pastor and her family.
We are asking the whole congregation to come and participate.
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A Letter from our Interim Pastor
May the peace of God be with you.

Eliza Madden

It is hard to believe almost ten months have passed.
Our time together began from an ending. It is only fitting that the celebration of the success from our pastoral search team’s work in yielding the call of Rev. Alecia Gross, too comes with an ending. I will complete
my time of ministry as your interim pastor on Sunday,
April 16, 2017.
I am grateful for this journey we have shared together.
I remain humbled to have been so welcomed into the
homes, and spaces of many who can’t easily join us
for worship. I feel richer having had the time to come
Richie
Sanchez
Sumer
Robinson
to know those of you who makeup the ministry of this
beautiful church. We’ve shared in occasions of loss,
grief, and sorrow. Too, we’ve enjoyed lots of laughter, celebrations, and accomplishments.
Over the next few weeks, there are sacred reasons for reflection, introspection, preparation, decisions, endings, and anticipation. We journey together through Holy Week with
added reasons for affirming our transformation, and Christ’s transformation, the kind
that “we cannot grasp by human thoughts or words.” We know from an ending, powerfully Jesus was raised in order to give us all a new beginning.
I praise God for all of you!
My prayers are, and will continue with you in the days ahead filled with God’s light.
God is “about to do a new thing, now it springs forth.” – Isaiah 43:19 NRSV
Blessings,
Communion Prep and Clean Up

Worship Serving Schedule

April-Todd and Tami Eversole
May-Jane Kissane
June-Gene and Julie Bundy
July-Carri Davis
August-Jan Lindsey

Sunday, April 2—TEAM 4
Sunday, April 9—TEAM 5
Sunday, April 16—TEAM 6
Sunday, April 23—TEAM 7
Sunday, April 30—TEAM 8

Prayer Concerns: Margaret Adams, Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, Claudia Falck, 4
Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Tanya Eversole, Terry Ewing, Donna Acker, Jace Griffin, Hubert Madden, Marsha New, Sharleen Heckley, Alberta Hughes, Joe Tompkins, Charlie Sparks, Janet Dunn, Matthew Poole,
Danyelle Jolley, Brandy Smith, Bonnie Ford, Ed Mackey, Lindsey West, Jada Storms,
Grover Clapp, Tracie Ogle and Family, Wanda West, Jeff VanArsdol and Family,
Jenny Morey, Rosie Fowler.
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern:
Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn,
LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila Jackson, Francis Smith, Dick Mullin, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Martha Masters, JoAnne Privett, Janice Halphin

Thank You Notes
As Board Chair and on behalf of the entire congregation, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the search committee. For the past several months the committee has met
numerous times, made many phone calls and conducted interviews. All their hard work
has resulted in the hiring of our new minister, Alecia Gross.
I offer a special thank you to Pam for chairing the committee. Serving as chairperson
means working with the Disciples of Christ regional office and keeping the congregation informed while keeping the committee on track. Pam did a great job!
If you see any of the search committee, please be sure to thank them.
Don Denney
President of the General Board
Search Committee:
Pam Davidson, Julie Bundy, Jennifer Hood, Hank Neal, Susan Neal, Buck Quigley and
Don Denney
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the chocolate covered strawberries, and the cards that you send me. Your
thoughtfulness makes such a difference to me. Your kindness makes my days brighter!
Love, Violet Wells
First Christian Church,
Thank you for the delicious chocolate covered pineapple treat and your prayers.
Sincerely,
Norma Doyle

ATTENTION CHILDREN, YOUTH AND PARENTS!
It’s time to think about church camp. Summer will be here before you know it.
Visit indianadisciples.org or check out the poster on the Youth bulletin board in
the Main Hallway.
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Continued from page 1
They are also foster parents. Ethan has completed a semester of college but is now working and hoping to go back to college to become an art teacher. Allison and Logan are involved in after school activities of speech competition and running cross country. Jacob is
finishing first grade. For several years Russ has been involved in Civic Theater in Shelbyville. Since the kids are still in school, Alecia will be commuting from Shelbyville
through the month of May. The family plans to move into the parsonage the first of June.
We are blessed, excited, thankful and joyful as we begin a new journey in the life of FCC.
Alecia will be a partner with each of us in our effort to make FCC an integral part of our
community. Please make Alecia and her family feel welcome by introducing yourself to
them. May God bless Alecia, her family, our church and each of us as we begin this journey.

The Gross Family
Left to Right: Russ, Jacob, Alecia, Logan, Allison and Ethan
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It is a long-standing tradition here at
FCC to hold a prayer vigil beginning on
Good Friday and ending on Holy Saturday. The Elders of our church take the
lead in organizing and monitoring the
vigil during the 24 hour time period.The
word "vigil" comes from the Latin word
vigilia meaning wakefulness. It is in the spirit of watching and waiting on
the Lord that our members are being asked to sign up for a time to pray in
the chapel. There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex. The time is from Noon
on Good Friday (April 14) until Noon on Holy Saturday (April 15). Ask any
Elder for details. Our Elders are: Tracey Bell, Gene and Julie Bundy, Carri
Davis, Pam Davidson, Don Denney, Claudia Jackson, Jan Lindsey, Amy
Madden Buck Quigley and Vikkie Witham.

Easter Memorial Gifts
The church office is currently collecting Easter Memorial gifts (deadline Tuesday, March 28 at 10 am). You may
make a monetary memorial donation (without ordering a
flower) or you may order a tribute Easter lily. Lilies are
$8.00 each ($1.51 of each lily will go in the Memorial Fund and is tax deductible).
The flowers will decorate the church on Easter Sunday and you may take your
flower pot home with you after Worship Service on Easter Sunday. Payment must
accompany order. Church office: 529-2403.
All Memorial Gifts will be acknowledged in the Easter Sunday bulletin . Funds
donated over the cost of the flowers will go into the Memorial Fund to be used for
future needs of FCC.
Spring Cleaning Means it is Time to
Gather Your Items for Our Church Rummage Sale!
As you are cleaning closets, drawers and garages, please place items aside to donate to FCC’s rummage sale. Last year the rummage sale brought in over two
thousand dollars for the Faith Fund line in the income budget. For the past few
years, the congregation has committed to raising funds to bridge the gap between
income and expenses. When we voted to approve the budget, we committed our
support to the fundraisers held throughout the year. Donating your clean, good
quality items is a great way to help. Sorry, we are unable to accept old TVs (ones
that are not cable ready will not sell). Thanks in advance for your donations!
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Easter Lifts the Fog
A friend stood one day where he could view the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. At first it was completely shrouded in early morning fog. But as the sun rose,
the fog lifted between the upright piers of the bridge, leaving the land anchors still
unseen.
Is it not so with life? We see only what is between the great piers called birth and
death. But Easter lifts the fog from both. Easter is the time when we see more completely the anchorages that sustain life.
—George Mecklenberg

Easter Egg Stuffing Brunch, Saturday, April 1
10:00 am until Noon Fellowship Lounge
Join us for FCC’s annual Easter Egg stuffing brunch! We will
eat, fellowship and stuff eggs with candy for the Easter egg hunt
that follows the Easter service (April 16). If you would like to
contribute to the brunch menu, please contact Jennifer Hood.
Donations of plastic eggs and small individually wrapped candies
are needed. Please place your donations in the bin in the Narthex. Thank you!

Christian
Symbol

Agnus Dei
This image is known as the Agnus Dei,
Latin for “Lamb of God.” When pictured
standing and with a banner, it represents
the risen Christ, victorious over death.
John the Baptist, seeing Jesus approach,
famously declared, “Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” (John 1:29, NIV). In Revelation,
too, Jesus is portrayed as a lamb who was
slain but now reigns triumphant.

Applications being taken for Hall and Shough Scholarships
Submission Deadline is April 30th
Each year up to five scholarships of $500 each can be awarded to select members of First Christian
Church. The scholarship recipients are chosen by a three-person committee that includes the minister
and an elder. An application must be completed by April 30, 2017. Please visit or call the church office for an application.
Requirements to Apply:
The recipient must be of good character and an active member of First Christian Church with a record
of regular attendance. If the student is away at school, attendance at a church close to the school may
be accepted.
The recipient must have been accepted by an accredited institution of higher learning prior to making
an application for this grant. Funds are paid directly to the school. A tuition bill must submitted to the
church office.

You’ll find a new envelope in your box of tithing envelopes this year! Donations received
in these envelopes will benefit the ministries of First Christian Church. You will also find
these envelopes in the pew envelope holders.
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MAY 7: Pastor Alecia’s first sermon in FCC’s pulpit
June 11: Pastor Alecia’s installation with special guest Rev. Carolyn Reed.
Fellowship meal to follow.
July 8-12: General Assembly of the Christian Church (DOC), Indianapolis

He is Risen!
W.E. Sangster (1900-1960), a well-known pastor in England, contracted a progressive,
incurable muscle disease. He lost the ability to move his legs, and eventually his voice
faded away. Because Sangster wanted to continue serving God even though he could no
longer preach, he became a prolific writer and organized prayer cells throughout England.
On Easter morning, shortly before his death, Sangster wrote a note to his daughter in an
unsteady hand. “It is terrible to wake up on Easter morning and have no voice to shout,
‘He is risen!’” he wrote. “But it would be still more terrible to have a voice and not
want to shout.”
Join us for a light brunch to say Good Bye to Pastor Richie and Jasmine. It
will be held during Coffee Hour and after the Worship Service on Palm Sunday, April 9th.
If you’d like to give a love gift , there will be a collection box available for
you to deposit your cash and cards.
Let’s Gather Together to Wish Them Well!

A Note from our Elder Chair, Buck Quigley
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Our new pastor will be commuting between New Castle and Shelbyville for approximately one
month. We’d like to ease the transition for the Gross family by giving them restaurant gift
cards. That way they can get lunch after church or dinner as needed while traveling back and
forth from Shelbyville. We have selected four different restaurants:
1. Steak and Shake
2. Pizza King
3. Los Amigo's
4. Stacks
You can donate money or gift cards. An elder will be stationed in the Narthex each Sunday until April 30th to collect your donations (either gift cards or money).
Thank you in advance for your thoughtfulness!
Please Keep Us Updated! If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or loved
one contact the church office so we will know you are there. If you are ill or have another
need that requires a Pastoral visit, please contact the church office.
When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed on the prayer concerns list or
prayer chain. If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be re-
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