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Lenten Study Begins in March
The Elders of First Christian will lead a six week Bible study beginning on Sunday, March 5th. The study
will use a book written by Adam Hamilton called
John, The Gospel of Light and Life.
Classes will be offered as follows:
Sunday, March 5 through Sunday, April 9th at 9:00
am in the BYKOTA classroom. This class will be led
by Vikkie Witham.
Tuesday, March 7th through Tuesday, April 11th at
10 am in the Fellowship Lounge. This class will be
led by Pam Davidson.
Wednesday, March 8th through Wednesday, April
12th at 6 pm in the Fellowship Lounge. This class
will be led by various Elders. Children and Youth
classes (led by Pastor Richie and a volunteer) will
also be offered on Wednesdays and the same study
will be used.
Sign up sheets will be available in the Narthex beginning on Sunday, February 26th. You may purchase a
book for approximately $13.00 (this is an estimate).
The Elders of FCC hope that everyone participates in
this study as we begin to prepare our hearts for Easter. Each session will last approximately one hour and
fifteen minutes.
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March Month
at a Glance
March 5, 12, 19, 26
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
March 1
Ash Wednesday Service at 6 pm in the Sanctuary
March 2
6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Café Royal
March 5
Elder’s Lenten Study begins in BYKOTA Sunday School Classroom
Board Meeting after Worship Service
March 7
Elder’s Lenten Study begins in the Fellowship Lounge
10 am
March 8
Elder’s Lenten Study begins in the Fellowship Lounge
6 pm

Worship Serving Schedule
Sunday, March 5—TEAM 10
Sunday, March 12—TEAM 1
Sunday, March 19—TEAM 2
Sunday, March 26—TEAM 3
Communion Prep and Clean Up
March-Marty and Debby Weaver
April-Todd and Tami Eversole
May-Jane Kissane
June-Gene and Julie Bundy

The General Assembly of
The Christian Church (DOC)
Will be held in Indianapolis.
July 8-12, 2017
early registration discount ends on
April 1, 2017
Visit
Disciples.org/ga
for more information and there is an
info book available in
the church office

Prayer Concerns: Margaret Adams, Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, The Dickerson Fami- 3
ly, Claudia Falck, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Seigler, Tanya
Eversole, Terry Ewing, Donna Acker, Jace Griffin, Hubert Madden, Marsha New, Sharleen
Heckley, Alberta Hughes, Virginia Howard, Melissa Reidhead and Family, Joe Tompkins,
Charlie Sparks, The Farley Family, Janet Dunn, Frank and Janet Laurie, Marty Zearbaugh,
Matthew Poole, Danyelle Jolley, Brandy Smith, Bonnie Ford, Ed Mackey, Lindsey West,
Jada Storms, The Family of Marjorie Norrick, Grover Clapp, Debby Weaver
Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern:
Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn
Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma Doyle, Sheila
Jackson, Francis Smith, Dick Mullin, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert,
Martha Masters, JoAnne Privett,

Thank You Notes
Thank You Church for the delicious strawberries. They were so good!
I enjoyed my visit with Marty and Debby Weaver who delivered them.
Bless you all,
Joy Baase
Dear FCC Friends,
Thank you so much for the delicious strawberries dipped in chocolate.
They were very nice and appreciated.
Betty Yergin
Dear Christian Church Friends,
Thank you so much for the Valentine gift! It means so much to me to
know that we older members have not been forgotten. Thanks to those
who take time to deliver.
Sincerely,
Dee Benson
Dear Friends at First Christian Church,
The Christian Love Help Center would like to extend a cordial thank
you for the in-kind gifts of towels, wash cloths and food. It is because
of caring indiviuals like you that CLHC is able to meet the ongoing
needs in our community. We appreciate your thoughtfulness in using
our agency for your contribution.
Sincerely,
Juanita Suggs, Director
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More Thank You Notes
Thank you so much for the delicious chocolate covered strawberries. Your
thoughtfulness means so much.
Love,
LaVaughn Douglass
What a nice surprise! Thank you for the chocolate covered strawberries.
Jim and Donna Acker
To The First Christian Church,
My family thanks you for your love and kindness during my mother’s illness
and death (Cora McLane). We thank Rev. Richie Sanchez.
Melba Jane McKnight
Bill McKnight
Robert and Liz McLane
Carolyn and Natalie Eads
Rick and Virginia Gann
Let us remember our students that are away at school!
Please consider sending them a card to let them know
you are praying for them and wishing them well! And
don’t forget those that commute!
Austin Cross
3731 Idlewood Parkway, Apt 1910
Indianapolis, IN 46214
Alexa Madden
301 N Talley
Wagoner Hall
Muncie, IN 47306
Send
Them
Some
Encouragement!

Henry (Hank) Neal
408 S. Locust Street
UB 6500
Greencastle, IN 46135-1739

Commuting Students: Cole Owens, 1649 East County Road 150 North, New Castle
Saydi Flynn, 236 Autumn Oaks Blvd, New Castle
Jacob Cross, 5569 East County Road 300 East, New Castle
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We offer our sympathy to the family
of Madden
Marjorie Helen
Eliza
Norrick who passed away on January 26th. Marjorie Helen
Wantz Norrick was born on June 7, 1916 and is survived by
her children, Leslie J. Wantz (Janice), Elaine K. Cunningham, Ann W. King, Susan J. Kupisch; stepson Daniel A.
Norrick (Gerry); six grandchildren; seven stepgrandchildren; seventeen great-grandchildren; and seven
nieces and nephews. She was an Elder and an active member of First Christian Church. The funeral was held at Hinsey-Brown funeral service in New Castle.

We send our sincere condolences to the family of Cora Campbell McLane. Cora passed away on
Saturday, January 28th at Heritage House Rehabilitation Center in New Castle. Cora was 100 years
old at the time of her death. She was born in a log cabin on October 10, 1916Sumer
in Clinton
County KenRobinson
tucky. Cora was a member of First Christian Church and during her active years she particularly enjoyed participating in her women’s circle. Cora is survived by three children: Melba Jane McKnight
(Bill) of New Castle, Robert McLane (Liz) of Washington, IN, and Carolyn Clay Eads of Phoenix,
AZ. She is also survived by several grandchildren, great and great-great grandchildren.
Many congregations enjoy gathering for potluck dinners — meals largely unplanned,
when people bring food to share. Usually, the main dishes, salads and desserts balance
out. The fun is the variety mixing together on a plate and the surprise factor of what’s
contributed.
Churches and communities — even families — are potlucks of a sort, too. When groups
assemble, each person contributes something unique and sometimes unexpected. When
all is mixed together, the whole is truly greater than the sum of the parts. A beautiful
balance often results: One is a good singer, the other writes well; some are strong leaders, others dependable team members; some are traditional, others innovative. Together, it’s delicious!
Potlucks are sometimes called covered-dish dinners. But don’t keep your gifts “covered”! Share them because
you’re a valued part of the whole.
Christian Symbol: Keys
A key symbolizes the church’s authority to
forgive sins in Jesus’ name. In Matthew
16:19 (ESV), Jesus says to Peter, who
would come to represent the Christian
church, “I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.”

The Key of the Day
Prayer should be the key
of the day and the lock of
the night.
George Herbert

6

Please join us for this
short service that marks
the beginning of the
Lenten Season.
Bring a friend to begin
the journey to Easter
with you.
Volunteers Needed to be Worship and Wonder Storytellers
Help the stories of the Bible come alive to children by becoming a Worship and
Wonder Storyteller. Several of our trained Storytellers are unable to assist us at
this time. We have a very small pool of trained people who are able to work with
the children. These folks also wish to attend worship services as much as they are
able. Adding a few more people to our rotation will allow the children to receive
the Word at their level, while allowing our adult volunteers to receive the Word
more often in Worship service. See Jennifer Hood to find out how easy it is to
touch the lives of FCC’s children.
All-encompassing Savior

Christ be with me, Christ within me.
Christ behind me, Christ before me.
Christ beside me, Christ to win me.
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me.
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger.
Christ in hearts of all that love me.
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
—Hymn attributed to St. Patrick
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Be Deliberate in Planning
A Thank You to Marjorie H. Wantz Norrick
The Apostle Paul, in his second letter to the church at Corinth, urged the members to be
deliberate in their planning-to make a plan and provide for the implementation of that plan
so that all could enjoy the fruits of Christian stewardship. This week First Christian Church
received a bequest from the estate of Marjorie Norrick. Today, we thank Marjorie for her
willingness to follow Paul’s admonitions and we acknowledge her faithfulness and vision
to provide a gift that will help future generations hear the Good News of Jesus Christ and
the hope he provides for eternal life. Marjorie’s family has instructed that the gift be used
“where most needed.” The gift ($14,625.53) was deposited in the Memorial Fund of First
Christian Church and will be acknowledged at the general board meeting on March 5.

Easter Egg Stuffing Brunch, Saturday, April 1
10:00 am until Noon Fellowship Lounge
Join us for FCC’s annual Easter Egg stuffing brunch! We will
eat, fellowship and stuff eggs with candy for the Easter egg hunt
that follows the Easter service (April 16). If you would like to
contribute to the brunch menu, please contact Jennifer Hood.
Donations of plastic eggs and small individually wrapped candies
are needed. Please place your donations in the bin in the Narthex. Thank you!
PASTOR’S SEARCH TEAM REPORT by Pam Davidson
Almost a year ago the Pastor’s Search Team started our work on attaining a
new Pastor. During this time Richie Sanchez was hired as the Interim. The
team then surveyed the Congregation as to what was important to them in a
Pastor as well as what was important for our church in its member’s lives, in
our community and beyond. Next we put together a Congregational Profile and
then received names of individuals looking to serve as a Pastor. After much research and interviewing those seeking employment we found someone that
seems a perfect match. On Sunday, March 5 at the monthly Board meeting
the Search Team will present a name for consideration as our new Pastor.
The Search Team would like to thank all the prayers that have brought us to
this place. Team members are: Julie Bundy, Don Denney, Jennifer Hood, Hank
Neal, Susan Falck-Neal, Buck Quigley and Pam Davidson.

MISSION TEAM

Italian Dinner
Fundraiser
Friday
March 10, 6:30 pm
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MENU:
Spaghetti
with Marinara
or Meat Sauce
Green Beans
Garlic Bread
Dessert
Drinks

PLEASE COME!
Proceeds benefit Mission Team Projects

Expanding Our View of Service
We often think of serving in terms of Matthew 25: supplying food and clothing; caring for
the sick, incarcerated and other “least of these” members of society — serving Jesus in the
process. But we also can serve him with our unique talents and by doing things we love.
For example, Ged King, a barber in England, devotes some of his time off to giving homeless people free haircuts. Imagine Jesus saying, “For my hair was long and scraggly, and
you cut it” — or “My heart was lonely, and you played music to lift my spirits. I could no
longer read small print, and you read to me. I have to work two jobs, and you invited my
child to spend afternoons crafting with you. My car broke down, and you repaired it.” Then
the King will say, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father … whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:34, 40, NIV

Youth Group Enjoys Outing
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On February 20th, the Youth of FCC gathered at the Rose Bowl for an afternoon of bowling, arcade games and pizza. School was out for President’s day so the time was right
for fun! Our youth had a great time bowling against each other and Pastor Richie (who
used bumpers by the way and still could not beat the kids!)
Attendees were: Chase Davis, Chloe Davis, Isaac Madden, Corbin Madden, Eliza Madden, Joslynn West. Adults attending were: Pastor Richie, Pam Davidson and Sherry
Denney.

In The Story of the Easter Robin (Zonderkidz), Dandi Daley Mackall retells an old Pennsylvania Dutch tale of the robin’s compassion
as he witnessed Jesus’ death.
On Good Friday, a plain brown robin flying over Jerusalem was curious about the “nest” atop Jesus’ head. When the bird realized it
was a crown of thorns, he tried to dislodge it. As the robin pulled
out a long thorn from Jesus’ forehead, a drop of blood landed on the bird’s breast, staining it red. Now the robin’s red breast is a symbol of Jesus’ loving sacrifice, and the robin’s early-spring song is a reminder of Jesus’ joyful resurrection.

Keep up with your FCC family! Check out our website regularly!
Visit firstchristiannewcastle.org for the latest information.
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Join us on Facebook
We have a Facebook page and a Facebook group. Our group is where
we share prayer requests, etc. It cannot be seen by the general public,
you will need to join to see content. Search for First Christian Church
(DOC) New Castle, IN
Our Facebook page is public. This is where we share information with
those looking for a church home. Please feel free to post information
on this page that might be of interest to the general public.
Did you know that we can take credit and debit cards? Yes, it is true, if you forget your
checkbook, we can take your donation in the office using our terminal. It is a convenient
way to give!

First Christian Church
2000 Bundy Avenue
New Castle, IN 47362

