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Christmas Tree Bonfire to be Held Friday, January 6th 

Make plans to attend our 12th Night Celebration on Friday, January 6th. 

To celebrate the beginning of Epiphany and the ending of the Christmas 

season, we are inviting the community of New Castle to join us in a 

Christmas tree bonfire. We will be burning live Christmas trees and 

sharing refreshments. Christmas trees may be brought to 2000 Bundy 

Avenue any time after Christmas day and placed in the designated drop 

off area. Or, call our Church Office at 765-529-2403 to have your live 

Christmas tree picked up. Come and join us for an evening of fun and 

community fellowship. Please bring a friend!  

FCC’s Christmas Tree Pick Up Crew 

Left to Right: John Miller, George Caldwell and Barry Keith 

The 2016 tree pick up 

crew will serve again in 

2017! 
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January 1-8-15-22-29 

Sunday School/Coffee Hour, 9 am 

Worship Service, 10 am 

****************************************************************************************************** 

January 5, Women’s Coffee Talk at Café Royal, 6:00-7:00 pm 

January 8, Board Meeting after Worship Service.  Please attend. 

January 16, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 

Thank You Notes 
First Christian Church,  
I want to thank everyone at FCC for the lovely fruit basket you sent me. Especially the 
Bundys that delivered it along with the beautiful cards from the Coffee Talk ladies and 
others. It was such a cold, blustery day. I loved the card with the pop-up scene. It is 
beautiful. Thank you, Betty Yergin 
 
Dear Congregation,  
I told my mother, Violet Wells, that I would write you all a note on her behalf to thank 
you for the wonderful fruit and candy basket that was delivered to her at Heritage 
House. She loved all the cards, fruit and candy! This kindness certainly brightened her 
day!  She asked that you all continue to pray for her.  Sincerely, Sherry Denney 
 
To All the Congregation,  
Thank you so much for the Christmas gift basket.  That meant so much.  Thank you 
again, Alberta Hughes 
 
To All at FCC,  
Thank you so much for remembering me at Christmas!  It is such a joy to work here at 
2000 Bundy Avenue. I am blessed to serve the Lord alongside this wonderful congre-
gation.  Thank you again!  Peace and love to you all, Sherry Denney 
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Prayer Concerns: Margaret Adams, Craig Bailey, Dondena Boat-

man, Nick Catron, John and Joan Cleveland, Pam Crabtree, Claudia 

Falck, Zack Hallam, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Chris Hughes, Virginia 

Howard, Martha Masters, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Karen Mone-

smith, Joan Paul, Dolores Seigler, Jeff VanArsdol, James Gleason, 

Steven Schetgen, Beverly Schetgen, Doris Schetgen, Billie Shepherd, 

Cole Smith, Brenda Becklund, Charlie Watts, Joy Baase, Doris Cana-

day, Janet Dunn, Tanya Eversole, JoAnne Privett, Wilma Garrard, 

Donna Acker, Jeri, Kelsie and Haley Dunn, Tabitha and Riley Martin, 

Jace Griffin, Matthew Poole, Bonnie Ford, Wilma Garrard, Linda 

McGilliard, Marsha New, Sharleen Heckley. 
 

Shut In, Homebound and Special Concern List: Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, 

Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie 

Johnson, Cora McLane, Marge Norrick, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma 

Doyle, Sheila Jackson, Francis Smith, Dick Mullin, Joan Paul, Joan and John 

Cleveland, Betty Yergin, Pat Sibert, Martha Masters, JoAnne Privett. 

More Thank You Notes 
Dear Friends: 
The gloomy, snowy days of this past week were brightened beyond belief on two dif-
ferent days when a cheerful group of singers highlighted my day and sang a number 
of beautiful Christmas carols, accompanied by accordion music. Then another day the 
surprise delivery of a lovely fruit basket erased the cloudy air. I appreciate being re-
membered and hope to be back in church soon. Thank you so much!   
With love, Sheila Jackson 
 
Huge thanks to our FCC family for the basket of goodies that Richie dropped off to my 
dad, Jeff VanArsdol.  It brightened his day, which in turned brightened ours.  Much 
love to you all.  Amy Madden & Mary Beth VanArsdol 
 
Thanks to those that brought in your plastic lids to help support the New Castle Middle 
School's goal of collecting enough lids to melt down and make one park bench.  The 
response we received was so overwhelming that by the end of the first semester, we 
had already collected enough to make not one but four benches!  So we will not be 
collecting lids during the second semester.  I can't wait to see where we put the 
benches!  Eliza Madden 
 
My thanks go out to the congregation for the generous Christmas gift given to me by 
the congregation.  Singing with the band and helping to lead worship is something that 
I enjoy tremendously.  If my efforts help to make your worship experience that much 
more meaningful, then my efforts with DTE are worthwhile.  I appreciate the opportuni-
ty to work with a talented group of people and am excited to have Eliza participate 
more as well.  Amy Madden  
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The Meaning of Epiphany 

Epiphany, which comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, means “an appear-

ance” or “a revealing.” Centuries ago, the church set aside January 6, the 12th 

day after Christmas, to mark the revealing of Jesus as Christ to the wise men, 

who were Gentiles. Jesus’ first followers were Jewish, so the revelation of the 

divine Christ to the non-Jewish magi reminds us that Jesus came to earth to save 

the whole world. 
 

Symbols of Epiphany include light, a star, a crown (or three crowns) and a globe 

or stylized portrayal of the world. The color of Epiphany is green to symbolize 

life, growth, hope and eternity. 

From Left to Right: 

Eliza Madden, Jeff VanArsdol, Amy 

Madden, Mary Beth VanArsdol and Ga-

briella Madden gather around to take a 

peek into Jeff’s fruit and candy basket! 

Below: 

Isaac, Alexa and Corbin Madden are 

ready to portray a shepherd, Mary and 

Joseph in the Christmas Eve Service. 

Our congregation was 

overjoyed to have Ash-

er Rhoads portray the 

baby Jesus in this year’s 

Nativity on Christmas 

Eve.  Asher took his 

role very seriously and 

was content in his sister 

Alexa’s arms during the 

whole event! Asher’s 

parents are Stacy and 

Adam Rhoads.  

Luke 2:7  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. 
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Thanks to the generosity of FCC’s congregation, twenty-two 

families in need had a much brighter Christmas season,  Christ-

mas food baskets were distributed on December 19th.  Each 

basket contained Christmas dinner (a ham, corn, green beans, 

mashed potatoes, stuffing mix, corn muffin mix and a cake mix 

with frosting) and food for three days. Besides the Christmas 

dinner items, each basket contained a dozen eggs, two loaves of 

bread, cheese, tomato soup, fruit, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 

dry beans, flour, sugar, cereal, a pound of sausage, a gallon of 

milk, a pound of margarine, boxed dinner mix, ground beef, 

Christmas candy, peanut butter, canned vegetables and other 

food items. Volunteers also created and delivered 25 beautiful 

fruit baskets to FCC’s shut-in members   

CHRISTMAS BASKET PROJECT REPORT 

Thank you to our Ace Hardware for donating our packing bags!  

Distribution Day Volunteers: 

Left to Right: 

John Miller, Richie Sanchez, Bri-

an Jackson 

Distribution Day Volunteers: 

Left to Right:  

Ezra Hood, Cameron, Matt and Sam 

Hastings and Eli Hood 
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PASTOR SEARCH TEAM REPORT by Pam Davidson 

The Pastor Search team continues the work of securing a new pastor. We appreciate 

the support all of you have given us. We started our journey in March 2016 and here it 

is January 2017. We have met 19 times, securing an interim, completing the congrega-

tional profile, developing the informational packet and presently examining creden-

tials of prospective pastors. We want to thank Sherry Denney for her diligent work in 

making our informational packet a digital document. We continue to ask your prayers 

as we continue our work on your behalf. Team Members are: Julie Bundy, Don Den-

ney, Jennifer Hood, Hank Neal, Susan Falck-Neal, Buck Quigley and Pam Davidson 

Washed Clean 
Your morning shower can do more than 

cleanse your body. Retired pastor Norman 

Neaves takes time to remember his baptism 

daily.  

 

“As the water is pouring down on me, I 

reach up and get water all over my hand. 

Then I close my eyes and make the sign of 

the cross on my forehead. ‘I have been bap-

tized in Christ,’ I say to myself quietly. ‘This 

day belongs to him. I am called to be Jesus’ 

representative whatever I am doing and 

wherever I might go. Give me the grace, 

Lord, to represent you well and with integri-

ty.’”  

  

Even More Thank You Notes! 
 

FCC Congregation, 

Thank you for the Christmas gift. You are loving and caring friends, and I always enjoy our time 

together in worship and fellowship. 

With Appreciation, 

Craig Bailey 

 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for the generous Christmas gift. It is greatly appreciated. I will put the gift to good use. 

John Davidson 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you very much for the thoughtful gift!  I appreciate it very much.  I utilized it to invest in 

more guitars!  Surprised?  :) 

Thanks again, 

Andy Hood 

Left: 

 

Pastor Richie 

Sanchez leads  

The Longest 

Night service 

that was held 

on Wednes-

day, Decem-

ber 21st.  The 

service of-

fered a place 

of refuge and 

comfort for 

those strug-

gling with 

grief and loss 

during the 

holidays. 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

A Letter from our Pastor 

 

Dear Ones, 

 

 As we re-enter into to the ebbs and flows of a new year.  I would like to 

begin these with a word or two of gratitude.  Foremost, I’m thankful for the op-

portunity to serve this congregation. I count it an extra special privilege and gift 

for you to share with me some of your Christian walk, challenges, joys, and all 

of your daily life.  All of these are but for the grace of God.  Too, thank you for 

those of you who all-year round share your time, talents, and treasure to en-

sure that life, love, worship, charity, and joy can be always found in this commu-

nity.  These are needed all-year long, and should never run in short supply.  

These come by largely because of our presence, and when needed some of our 

presents as well.   

 

 On December 18, 2016, you can imagine my surprise, following our wor-

ship service to have been given a present on behalf of the congregation, board 

of trustees, and church board.  Too, the whole staff received recognition for the 

year-round ministry and service as well.  I express to all of you my personal 

gratitude, and on behalf of the whole staff our gratitude.  Epiphany is about a 

time for recognizing a manifestation for / to our lives.  We know full well your 

love, care and support.  The gift is one tangible way you manifest this, and an-

other is with your presence.  Thank you for each, we know Emmanuel, God is 

with us all.   

 

 My prayer and hope for us in this New Year is, whatever we’ve been 

waiting for, and expecting can have a time of Epiphany in Jesus Christ.  I look 

forward to sharing with you in our next time together, what I hope to be an in-

spiring message a call for the searching of our own Epiphany “with the strength 

that God supplies.” – 1 Peter 4:11 NRSV  

With Anticipation and Expectation, 

Pastor Richie  



Report: A Christmas Gift  

To First Christian Church 
This was the second year that a Christmas tree was placed 

in the Fellowship Lounge to offer members an opportunity 

to give a Christmas gift to FCC. The total amount collect-

ed through mail in donations and donations put in the of-

fering plate was $285. Thank you to all who were able to 

donate. The money goes in the General Fund to pay ex-

penses and counts toward the Faith Fund line in the in-

come budget.  

 

2017 Board Officers 

Board Chair:  Don Denney 

Board Vice Chair:  Brian Jackson 

Board Treasurer: John Miller 

Board Secretary:  Sherry Denney 

2017 Trustees 

John Cleveland-Emeritus 

Brian Jackson-Emeritus 

Julie Bundy-off at the end of 2017 

Gene Bundy-off at the end of 2017 

Johnny Cross-off at the end of 2017 

Warner Heckley-off at the end of 2018 

 
 

2017 Team Chairs 

Christian Ed and Youth: Jennifer Hood 

Evangelism Team:  Claudia Jackson 

Family Team:  Jennifer and Andy Hood 

Mission Team: Tami Eversole 

Stewardship Team: Todd Eversole 

Prop/Grounds Team: George Caldwell 

Personnel:  Brian Jackson 

Elders:  Buck Quigley 

Culinary:  Sherry Denney 

2017 Elders 

Buck Quigley-off at the end of 2018 

Claudia Jackson-off at the end of 2017 

Don Denney-off at the end of 2017 

Pam Davidson-off at the end of 2017 

Tracey Bell-off at the end of 2017 

Gene Bundy-off at the end of 2018 

Julie Bundy-off at the end of 2018 

Vikkie Witham--off at the end of 2018 

Mitzie Devine-off at the end of 2018 

Amy Madden-off at the end of 2018 

Carri Davis-off at the end of 2018 

Taking a Stand 

Cowardice asks the question: Is it safe? Expediency asks the question: Is it politic? Vanity asks the 

question: Is it popular? But conscience asks the question: Is it right? And there comes a time when 

one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular — but one must take it simply 

because it is right.  

 

—Martin Luther King Jr.  
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The FCC Post Office is now closed! Make 

sure to stop by and pick up cards addressed 

to you.  The FCC Post Office generated 

$17 in much appreciated donations for the 

Christmas Basket Project. 

 

Thank you for supporting this fundraiser.  

See you next year! 

Michael Conrady 

Evangelism Team Sponsors 

January Towel and Wash 

Cloth Drive for the  

Christian Love Center  

 
Evangelism Team Chair, 

Claudia Jackson, will an-

nounce at the January 8th 

Board meeting that the team 

will be collecting new and 

very gently-used towels and 

washcloths for the Christian 

Love Center’s shelter house. 

Families in crisis stay in the 

house for short periods of 

time. When they leave the 

house, they often take the 

towels and wash cloths used 

during their stay with them 

to their new lodgings. This 

practice means that replace-

ments are needed on a fre-

quent basis.  This is the third 

year for this collection pro-

ject and the team hopes to 

have a successful collection. 

There will be a collection 

basket in the Narthex. 

 

We say “Thank You” to those 

that offered up their talents to 

fill our Advent season with 

beautiful music. The Down to 

Earth Band (Craig Bailey, Jim 

Bell, Andy Hood and Amy 

Madden), Eliza Madden, Alicia 

Jackson and Denomination X, 

Governor Davis, the Children 

of FCC and our own Music 

Director, Marty Weaver, de-

serve a pat on the back for all of 

the wonderful sounds in our 

sanctuary!  

Report: 2016 Soft Drink Sales   
Sales of canned soft drinks at Fellowship dinners and 

out of the Fellowship Lounge refrigerator generated 

$140.77 in much needed funds for the Christmas Bas-

ket project in 2016.  Thank you to all who bought soft 

drinks. Please continue to do so—your money is go-

ing for a good cause! 

Governor Davis 

Below: Governor Davis 

 



 10 

First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

The Church Office would be happy to review your 

2016 contributions with you at anytime. Please pick up 

your 2016 Contribution Statement in the Narthex. 

Statements will be mailed to all members and friends 

that are unable to attend or live out of town. Thank you 

for supporting the ministries of First Christian Church 

and the Disciples of Christ denomination. Offering en-

velopes are available in the Narthex for anyone inter-

ested. If you don’t see your name on a box of offering 

envelopes, please check with Sherry.  We have plenty 

of boxes available in the office. 


