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Just as you did it to the one of least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.  

MATTHEW 25:40  

Paul’s letters remind us that as 

members of the church, we are 

so closely connected that we 

can think of ourselves as parts 

of one body. The New Testa-

ment constantly refers to fol-

lowers of Jesus, not as Chris-

tians, but as a family – broth-

ers and sisters. Many churches live this out when some-

one is ill, mourning, or facing a crisis. You show up. 

You are there for your loved ones in need. You show 

that love in tangible ways, with casseroles and cards, 

with hugs and spoken words of prayer. These acts let 

your brothers and sisters in Christ know that you are pre-

sent with them. They know they are not alone because 

you are beside them. Maybe you have been through a 

diagnosis and treatment, an unimaginable sorrow, and 

your church – your family – has been there to let you 

know that you are not forgotten in your troubles. When 

someone you love suffers, all your truest words and 

most loving actions simply declare: “I am here.” The 

Bible tells us that God is like us in this respect. When 

one of God’s beloved children suffers, God declares, “I 

am here.” God hears the cries of the poor and oppressed 

(Exodus 3:9, Psalm 10:17, 69:33), is near to the broken-

hearted (Psalm 34:18), and is near to all who call God’s 

name (Psalm 145:18). The promise that God will be with 

us is a constant refrain from Genesis to Revelation.  

 

 

 

When we see the latest tragedy on the news, we might 

ask, “Where are you, God?” But we already know the 

answer – God is here, in the midst of those who are hurt-

ing. When Jesus tells the parable of the sheep and the 

goats (Matthew 25:31-40), he reveals to us a mystery. 

God is most tangibly present in this world where people 

hunger, thirst, lack adequate clothing and shelter, and 

are sick or imprisoned. Christ claims as family members 

people who suffer and says Christ is so present in them 

that when you feed the hungry, care for the sick, wel-

come the stranger – you feed, and care for, and welcome 

Christ. Not just your fellow Christians, but anyone in 

need, anywhere in the world -- these are your sisters, 

your brothers, your children. Their needs might seem 

different than the person you worship with on Sunday, 

but your tangible gifts declare the same message: “I am 

here.” By reaching out to those who suffer from natural 

disasters, war, or systemic poverty, you let them know 

that they are not forgotten. Even when the need seems 

far from here, by acting together as the body of Christ, 

we are able to be there for these members of Christ’s 

family. You show them love with gifts of rice and oil. 

You are present by providing well pumps for clean wa-

ter and seeds and training for sustainable agriculture. 

Through medical kits, school supplies, temporary shel-

ters, and safe housing you show up. In the midst of suf-

fering, where is God? God is here. Where are you? 

When you give to Week of Compassion, you are here. 

Week of Compassion, February 19-26 
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FEBRUARY 
Month at a Glance 

February 5, 12, 19, 26 

9:00 am Sunday  School, 10:00 am Worship Service 

 

February 2 and 16 

6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Café Royal 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

February 5 

Souper Bowl Sunday Special Offering.  Board Meeting after Worship Service 

 

February 8 

The Family Table, Help create Strawberries for Shut-Ins, Great Hall 

6-7:30 pm 

 

February 11 

Work Day at the Parsonage (inside). Wear old clothes. 8 am until Noon 

 

February 19 

Elder’s Meeting right after Worship Service 

 

February 19 and February 26 

Week of Compassion Special Offering will be Collected 

 

Worship Serving Schedule 

 

Sunday, February 5—TEAM 6 

Sunday, February 12—TEAM 7 

Sunday, February 19—TEAM 8 

Sunday, February 26—TEAM 9 

 

Communion Prep and Clean Up 
 

February-Jim and Tracey Bell 

March-Marty and Debby Weaver 

April-Todd and Tami Eversole 

May-Jane Kissane 

June-Gene and Julie Bundy 

 

Save the Date!  March 10th at 6:30 pm 

Mission Team Italian Dinner Fundraiser 

More Details will be announced soon.  Mark this date on your calendar! 
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Prayer Concerns: Margaret Adams, Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, The Dickerson Fami-

ly, Claudia Falck, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Chris Hughes, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Dolores Sei-

gler, Tanya Eversole, Terry Ewing, Donna Acker, Jace Griffin, Hubert Madden, Linda 

McGilliard, Marsha New, Sharleen Heckley, Alberta Hughes, Virginia Howard, Melissa 

Reidhead, Joe Tompkins, The Farley Family, Janet Dunn, Charlie Sparks, The Howard Fami-

ly 

Shut In, Homebound, or Special Concern: 

Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday, Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn 

Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Joan Paul, Marge Norrick, Violet Wells, Jeff VanArsdol, Norma 

Doyle, Sheila Jackson, Francis Smith, Dick Mullin, John and Joan Cleveland, Betty Yergin, 

Pat Sibert, Martha Masters, JoAnne Privett 

Thank You Notes 

Thank you so much for the Thanksgiving gift and the Christmas bas-

ket. It helped us make a nice Christmas. 

God Bless Everyone at Church  

Sandy and Alexis Shipley 

 

Dear First Christian Church,  

I want to thank you for the fruit and candy basket. I certainly enjoyed 

the cards, also. That was so thoughtful and very much appreciated. 

God Bless! Love,  

LaVaughn Douglas 

 

Dear Christian Church Members,  

Thanks so much for your thoughtfulness in sending the Christmas gift 

basket. Thanks for the opportunity to see Brian and Claudia Jackson. I 

do miss church and seeing all of you. 

Gratefully,  

Deloris Benson 

 

On behalf of the Westminster Community Center Board of Directors, 

our staff and the recipients of our services, I wish to thank you for your 

assistance in helping 15 families with food for their Christmas meal 

this year. Your assistance enables our agency to reach out to families in 

the Henry County area at Christmas time. We wanted you to know how 

much we appreciate your thoughtfulness and your dedication of doing 

this every year. Thanks again for your generosity. 

Jeff Kundert, Executive Director 
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More Thank You Notes 

 

Joy Baase called the church office to express her thanks for the lovely Christ-

mas fruit and candy basket. It was very much appreciated! 

 

Dear Friends,  

Many thanks to the carolers from First Christian Church who came to Raintree 

Square. You brought much joy to us during the holiday season. 

Thanks! 

Residents of Raintree Square 

 

Thank you, First Christian Church for the wonderful food. Me and my kids re-

ally appreciate it. God bless and thank you so much again! 

The Clayborns 

            Parsonage Work Day!   

Saturday, February 11 

8 am until Noon 

1502 Valley Drive 
 

Tami Eversole, head of our Mission Team, has put 

out a call for volunteers to help clean and do some 

inside painting at the parsonage. George Caldwell, 

the chairperson of our Property and Grounds 

team, is working to take care of some areas of the 

parsonage that need to be fixed. With everyone 

working together, we should be able to fix known 

issues and have the house looking fabulous very 

soon!   

 

Please volunteer to paint!  Wear old clothes and be 

ready to go at 8am!  

 
Call Tami (624-8450) or George (521-2015) with Questions! 
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Eliza Madden 

Sumer Robinson 

 

A Letter from Our Pastor 

Dear Ones, 

"Wealth... is like a high wall." - Proverbs 18:11 NRSV  

 

Traveling through some of China's streets, floods of images remain in my mind 

having found evidence of its deepest pride, and rich heritage. It's ancient history, 

artistry, architecture, cuisine, and honored traditions have captivated my heart. The 

welcome, warmth, hospitality, and excitement were experienced from almost eve-

ryone we met. Our very presence, affirmed the life saving, life changing, faithful, 

and care-full work being done by people of deep abiding faith in Jesus Christ. In 

almost two weeks (October 16 – 30, 2016), we had met with the State Administra-

tion for Religious Affairs, the Nanjing Drum Tower Hospital Executive leadership, 

and a slew of valued mission partners. You might remember my sharing with you some months ago that a donor 

funded the visit in large part for the Advisory Committee of the Week Of Compassion & Global Ministries to expe-

rience, and envision what might more be possible. There have been longtime efforts in supporting sustainable pro-

jects, theological institutions, ministry training centers, Christian Churches, councils, leaders, and students. These 

works (and much more) are all thanks to people like you, and I who decide to share from our resources small and 

large for the purposes of helping others across the world. 

On October 28th, we visited a world cultural heritage, the "Great Wall." I have learned, it stretches across 6,000 

miles, and is known to be the only man-made structure that can be seen from space. It's creation, and existence pro-

vided by the Qin dynasty, was for the protection of its unified country (around 221 BC). While there, it was being 

visited, and pictured by people of all walks, and nationalities. 

Today, I felt inspired to write a little bit about the symbolic force, limitations, and high-cost of a wall. This is the 

third international (Mexico, Ireland, and China) wall I have visited in the last two years, and have researched some 

of the histories of their use. This won’t be an exhaustive article on the subject, but a reflection. 

We learn in Proverbs 18:11, that "wealth... is like a high wall." I've walked on, around, and felt these walls, which 

are very real. Sometimes, there are walls, which can be imagined, and wealth if not carefully managed can create 

high walls that separate us from others. The Great Wall was an attempt to secure China, and while it stands still to-

day. History proves that it can provide only a security that is temporary. The biblical truth is, when you need to find 

security, we should call out to God like the psalmist (17:8) “Guard (us) as the apple of the eye; hide (us) in the 

shadow of your wings.” Our wealth is most effective when we’re helping others, especially when they cannot help 

themselves. The world needs fewer walls, and more generosity. These efforts are more humane, more beneficial, 

and last longer. Would you consider giving a gift to the Week of Compassion? Visit its website, and see all of the 

needs your offering is responding to domestically and internationally. 

Less wall building-ly yours, 

Pastor Richie 
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YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

by Pam Davidson 

There is a new Sunday class available for 8-12th graders. We’re meeting in the Youth 

Room. We are doing a journey through the New Testament. Our theme for the first six 

sessions is “Discovering our Identity”. Please come and join us 8-12th graders. 

Strawberries for Shut-Ins 
Please join us on Wednesday, February 8th from 6-7:30 pm  

to make chocolate covered strawberries for our shut-ins. 
 

February's Family Table gathering will be a little different.  Because some of our members' health 

conditions prevent them from joining us at the Family Table, we will be going to them. We will 

spread a little cheer and a lot of God's love!   We will have a short devotion, dip the berries, package 

them and deliver them to those members who are unable to get out. Of course, as the creators of 

these delicious treats we will need to test them out! Please let us know if you are coming so we will 

know how many extra berries and chocolate to purchase for our helpers. Looking forward to seeing 

YOU at the Family Table!  
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Teaching Children to Give at an Early Age 

by Jennifer Hood 

  

You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response 

to pressure, for God loves a person who gives cheerfully. 

              2 Corinthians 9:7 (NLT) 

As a parent there are many things I want to teach my children.  I want to teach them how to be 

kind and show compassion.  I want to teach them how to be problem solvers.  I want to teach 

them to laugh at themselves.  And more than anything, I want to teach them about God’s love, 

his laws, and having a personal relationship with our creator.  According to the authors at 

Forbes, Inc. The Bible mentions money over 800 times and has over 2,000 financial references.  

So I think it’s safe to say that teaching our children about managing money is not only a world-

ly goal but a spiritual goal as well.  

 

When our children turned 7 we decided it was time to starting learning about managing money. 

On that birthday, they each received a 3 ring binder with 3 pencil pouches inside.  One pouch is 

labeled Gifts to God.  One is labeled Save, and one is labeled Spend.  Each Friday they get a 

pay day of $2.00 each.  They receive a $1 bill and 4 quarters.  We only have one rule: at least 

one piece of money must be put in each pouch.  They have complete authority to decide how 

they divide the money.  We don’t talk about tithing.  Here’s the reason.  Some weeks they put a 

quarter in the Gifts to God pouch (which happens to be around a 10% tithe anyway.) But there 

are some weeks the whole dollar bill makes its way into the Gifts to God pouch, depending on 

how they are feeling.  In this way, they are truly giving from the heart. 

  

Every so often we bring this offering to church with us.  Every so often we take a trip to the 

bank to deposit the money they are saving.  When they want to buy something they know to 

look in their Spend pouch to see if they have enough money or if they need to save some more.  

Allowing them these small decisions now allows them to practice decision making, giving from 

the heart, and choosing priorities in a safe environment.  If you decide to try this in your home, 

do yourself a favor and go to the bank to get a roll of quarters and ten $1 bills so you aren’t 

frantically searching for the correct change every pay day! 

 

Did you know that Church School Offering is a line item in FCC’s budget? In 2016 the budget-

ed amount was $500.  The actual amount collected was $298.45. The budgeted amount for 2017 

is also $500.  This money is used for the general budget to do things like pay the electric and 

gas bills.  How can you help us reach our goal? One way is to begin helping your children learn 

about giving by sending them to Sunday School and Worship and Wonder with a quarter or 

two. Every coin is an opportunity to make an impact on your child and our church.    

 

Souper Bowl of Caring Offering will be Collected on Sunday, February 5th 

 

Monetary donations and donations of canned goods and other food items will be collected on Feb-

ruary 5th as part of a nation-wide effort called Souper Bowl of Caring. Since 1990, young people 

have been leading the charge and inspiring others to collect dollars and food in the weeks leading 

up to the Big Game. Teaming up with local partners, these groups give 100% of donations to local 

charities, changing the nation's largest weekend of football into the largest weekend of caring.  



 

F.C.C. Elders  

Top Standing, L to R: Julie Bundy, Gene Bundy, Jan 

Lindsey, Buck Quigley, Vikkie Witham, Carri Davis 

Top Sitting, L to R: Pastor Richie Sanchez, Pam 

Davidson, Claudia Jackson, Don Denney, Tracey 

Bell, Mitzie Devine 

Left: Amy Madden 

 

Should you have any questions or 

concerns, our Elders are available to 

speak with you. Contact information 

for our Elders is available on our 

website under the tab that says Serv-

ing Schedules, Etc. and also posted 

on our bulletin boards.  

Pastor’s Search Team Report 

The Search Team continues working toward calling a pastor. We are in the process of inter-

viewing candidates. There are some very qualified candidates seeking a church to serve. Please 

continue praying for our team and for those candidates searching for a church. Team members 

are: Julie Bundy, Don Denney, Jennifer Hood, Susan Falck-Neal, Hank Neal, Buck Quigley 

and Pam Davidson.  
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2017 Board Officers, L to R: 

Don Denney, President; Sherry Denney, Secretary; Brian Jackson, Vice-President and John Miller, Treasurer. These Board 

Officers are available to answer any questions or concerns that you may have. For their contact information, please call the 

Meeting of the General Board 

Sunday, February 5th  

Right after Worship Service 
The whole congregation is  

always invited!  

Romans 13:8 

Owe no one anything, except 

to love each other, for the one 

who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. 
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First Christian Church 

2000 Bundy Avenue 

New Castle, IN  47362 

 

Take Care 

In Jimmy Fallon’s first monologue as host of NBC’s The Tonight Show, he expressed thanks to 

all past hosts. On an occasion when he might have said, “And now this stage is mine!” or “I’m 

delighted to be counted among such greats,” instead he stated with deep humility, “I just want 

to do the best I can and take care of this show for a while.”  

 

Take care of. That’s language not of ownership but of stewardship. That’s the language of Gen-

esis 2:15 (NIV) — “The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it 

and take care of it.”  

 

What have we been called to “take care of for a little while”? The earth, surely. Perhaps a con-

gregation, a business, a neighbor in need, a volunteer or an employee. A child, who may need 

less care — or different forms of it — as time goes on. We don’t own these people and things. 

God invites us to be stewards of them, to care for them, to use wisely and value these precious 

gifts … and someday, to pass them on to others. 

“Love is taking a few steps backward, maybe even more … to give way to the happiness of 

the person you love.”  

—A.A. Milne  
 

“There is no exercise better for the heart than reaching down and lifting people up.”  

—John Holmes  
 

“Patience with others is love, patience with self is hope, patience with God is faith.”  

—Adel Bestavros 


