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A Letter from Our Interim Pastor, Rev. Richie Sanchez:
To the Beautiful People of God in New Castle,
May the Peace of God be with you.
Our past few weeks together have been focused on our gathering. “We are gathering together:” unto Him, to be good
stewards, to shine and serve, and to celebrate. This upcoming Sunday, August 7, 2016, we will close this theme with:
“We are gathering together” for there is still a vision. - Habakkuk 2: 1 – 3 NRSV. We think about our gathering because
of His promise which cannot fail: “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them (Matthew
18:20 NRSV).” Kimberly Bracken Long in her book The Worshiping Body writes: “It is the people who are essential to
worship, and as the gathered assembly (you) have symbolic significance, as do the Bible and pulpit, the water and font
or baptistery, and the bread and (grape juice) and table. It has been true ever since the earliest days of the church: when
Christians gather for worship, they gather to do something.”
When we are gathering together, for worship and “to do something” marvelous things do happen. Recently, we have
had some of our loved ones go home to be with the Lord, others who are healing and / or are recovering. Though, in the
midst of all of these, we have felt supported, comforted, and sustained. We have not failed in our worship, proclamation
of the Gospel, celebration at the table and “to do something” for the sake of our neighbors / community. If you haven’t
been a part, please let us know how you might or will “do something.” Our volunteers continue to offer their time, talent, and treasure for more sacred effort/s to help someone. I stand amazed at what God is doing through the lives of so
many of you. “And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally
finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” (Philippians 1:6 NLT) Gathering Together? Yes, We Are! We are
“Creating Space” for marvelous things to happen.
August 7, Habakkuk 2: 1 – 3 “We are Gathering Together” for there is still a vision.
August 14, Invited Guest Preacher
August 21, Isaiah 45: 18 - 19 “Creating Space”
August 28, Psalm 51: 10 - 12 “Creating Space” for Grace
P.S. I continue to extend my appreciation for Sherry Denney, and John Davidson for all of the administrative support.
Thank you to Liz Brooks Whitmer, Eliza Madden, Christi Jones, Claudia Jackson, Music Director, Marty Weaver, the DTE
band, and “all” of our volunteers this month. It has been a good second month, and still the best is yet to come!
Blessings,
Pastor Richie
__________________________________
Long, Kimberly Bracken. 2009. The worshiping body: the art of leading worship. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox
Press. Pg. 4.
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August 7-14-21-28
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
August 4 and 18
6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Café Royal
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
August 4, 1 pm until 2 pm, Youth Programs Planning Meeting
August 7, Board Meeting
August 8, Renaissance Child School First Day of Classes
Men’s Breakfast is on Summer Break!
August 10, Second Wednesday Fellowship, 1pm at Stacks Restaurant
August 19, Adult Fellowship Cookout at Don and Sherry’s House
August 21, Elder’s Meeting after Worship Service

Power Point Schedule
August 7-Saydi & Cole
August 21-Corbin

Worship Serving Schedule
Sunday, August 7—TEAM 10
Sunday, August 14—TEAM 1
Sunday, August 21—TEAM 2
Sunday, August 28—TEAM 3

Communion Prep and Clean Up
August-Mel and Dee Igo
September-Jane Kissane
October-Need Volunteer
November-Mary Beth & Jeff VanArsdol
December-Alberto Pinon & Vanessa Phares

August 14-Tracey
August 28-Pam

Sunday School Schedule
Class K-4
Sunday, August 7—Buck
Sunday, August 14—Jennifer
Sunday, August 21—Elaine
Sunday, August 28—Tami
Class Youth
Sunday, August 7—Pam
Sunday, August 14—Todd
Sunday, August 21—Azure
Sunday, August 28—Pam

PRAYER CONCERNS: Margaret Adams, Joy Baase, Dondena Boatman, Doris Canaday, 3
Peggy Clarr, John and Joan Cleveland, Penny Collins, Claudia Falck, Zack Hallam, The
Family of Miles Hartman, Warner Heckley, Hannah Holcomb, Geoff Hoodlebrink, Willie
Groce, Jeanie Jones and her Mother, Virginia Jacobson, Jerry and Virginia Louins, Lindy
Mayfield and Family, John Christopher McGovern (Richard P. Franklin’s Grandson) Phil
and Yvone McGinnis, Karen Monesmith, Lavena Morgan, The Family of Jeff Morgan, Lani
Norton, Linda Parker, Joan Paul, Dolores Seigler, Mandi VanDeGrift, Wanda West, Bill
Williams, *Please help us keep the prayer concern list up to date by updating info on the bulletin tear off sheet. Please place updated sheet in the offering plate. You may also call the
church office at 765-529-2403 or e-mail fccsherrydenney@outlook.com.

SHUT-IN MEMBERS: Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday,
Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Cora McLane, Stan and Marge
Norrick, Violet Wells

August Elder Serving Schedule
Aug 7-Cup-Don
Aug 14-Cup-Marty
Aug 21-Cup-Claudia
Aug 28-Cup-Pam

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the family
of long-time FCC member, Jeff Morgan. Jeff
passed away on July 24 from injuries sustained
in an automobile accident. Jeff was a well-loved
and active member of First Christian often volunteering his time to our King’s Kids program
and Coffee Hour. In 2015, he organized a car
show to benefit the ministries of our church.
Please remember his mother Lavena Morgan
and his sister, daughters, son and grandsons in
your prayers. The family plans a memorial service in the fall. Cards may be sent to Lavena at
2722 South 14th Street, New Castle. Daughter
Cassie’s address is 1735 West Village Drive,
Apt. F, Greenfield, Indiana, 46140.

Please Keep Us Updated!
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a friend or
loved one contact the church office so we will know you are
there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a Pastoral visit, please contact the church office.
When we are notified, we will ask if you want to be placed
on the prayer concerns list or prayer chain. If you wish to
keep your information confidential, your privacy will be
respected.

Bread-Buck
Bread-TBA
Bread-Tracey
Bread-Vikkie

Debby Weaver fell at home and broke her
hip. After surgery at Henry County Hospital, Debby is recuperating at Stonebrooke
Rehabilitation Center for a few weeks. Her
room number is 126 and her phone number
is 765-591-9082. The mailing address for
Stonebrooke is 990 North 16th Street, New
Castle.
John Cleveland is spending some recovery
time at Kindred Transitional CareBridgewater. The address is 14751 Carey
Road, Carmel, IN 46033. John’s cell phone
number is 765-215-3415.
Both Debby and John would welcome
cards, calls and visits to help pass the long
hours in their respective rehabilitation centers.
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In Remembrance
Members of First Christian Church gather each week around the communion table, reciting the
Eliza
words of Christ and participating in the sacred meal ‘in remembrance” of
Jesus.Madden
That gift has
been handed down generation to generation.
As we recall the names of those who have died, our minds are filled with precious memories.
We are their legacy, and much of what we have-in both material and non-material things-have
been handed down to us from them. But what will we hand down to those who follow? How will
we be remembered? Will we leave more than an empty spot in the pew?
As you plan for the distribution of your assets at your death, consider a charitable bequest to
First Christian Church. This is one way your faith can be transferred to the next generation. This,
and other types of planned gifts, can undergird our congregation’s ministry in perpetuity, providing resources that will allow future generations of Disciples to worship, serve others and continue the vital ministries of the church.
Christians can also use their estates to demonstrate one final act of stewardship. Our possessions
Sumer Robinson
are gifts from God, and God has intended for us to use them wisely throughout
our lifetimes.
Through our estate plans, we can provide for our loved ones while also making a faithful distribution back to God to further God’s work. We will be remembered by our giving.
Please remember the church in your will.
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Easy Ways to Contribute to First Christian
Church: Kroger Rewards and Amazon Smile
The Kroger Rewards program
offers a simple way to help FCC
-even if you live out of New
Castle! Register your Kroger
Plus card at Kroger.com. Look
under the Community tab and
then select Community Rewards. Our community number is 10583. Periodically they will ask you to update your information so
if you signed up earlier, please go to Kroger.com to
make sure you are still enrolled.
Do you know of more community rewards programs that
might benefit our congregation? If so, please share the
information with the church office.

Dan’s Fish Fry
here at the church
SEPTEMBER 15
What is Amazon Smile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support First Christian Church every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus
that Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to First Christian Church,
New
Castle,
Indiana!
simply
go
to smile.amazon.com from the web browser
on your computer or mobile device to make
a difference today!
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Rummage and Bake Sale Results
Preliminary Financial Report (donations are still coming in)
Sales and Donations:
$2,154.66
Expenses
Courier Times Ad
$30.00
Margison Graphics Ad
$30.00
Kroger Gift Cards for Marketing
$50.00
Net to the Faith Fund
$2,044.66
Chairpersons Liz Whitmer, Sherry Denney and Eliza Madden would like to extend a big Thank You to
everyone who helped in any way with the rummage and bake sale fundraiser. There was a joyful spirit
of cooperation as we worked together to contribute to the faith fund line in our income budget.
Left: Melissa,
Makena and
Kaylin
Elmore sort
clothing
Right:
Eliza Madden
Bottom Left:
Mary Beth
VanArsdol,
Tracey Bell
and Amy
Madden
Bottom Right:
Mary Ellen
Reyman folding clothes
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Sale photos continued: Left: Jan Lindsey eyes a
book. Bottom Left: Barry Keith and Christi Jones
sort kid’s clothing, Top Right: Shoppers gathering
bargains. Bottom Right: Gene Bundy helps clean
up.

Precision-crafted
God engineered the human body so our 206 bones, the heaviest part of us, make up only one-fifth of our weight. Yet bones
are strong enough to protect and support every other cell, bearing the compression and tension we exert through ordinary activities such as walking and lifting heavy items.
By comparison, wood snaps at such impact. And steel, strong enough to bear such force, weighs three times what bone does
and would hinder our movements. No other matter strikes such a perfect balance between strength and weight.
Furthermore, our bones are hollow — a big part of what reduces their weight — and the interior efficiently produces a trillion
red blood cells each day.
With the psalmist, we can proclaim to God, “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14, NRSV).
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Adult Fellowship Gathering
Planned
Friday, August 19
Gather at 5:30 pm
Eat at 6:00 pm
Adults are invited to gather at Don and Sherry
Denney’s house located at 4597 South State Road 103, New Castle for fun, fellowship and a cookout! Meat, drinks, and tableware will be provided. Bring a dish to share and a lawn chair. Bring a
friend with you. Visitors Welcome!

Renaissance Child Learning Center School Back in Session on Monday, August 8
Kathy Stegner, Director of RCLC, hosted Back To School Parent’s Night in the FCC
Great Hall on Thursday, July 28. The event kicked off the 2016-2017 school year. The
Evangelism Team from FCC, headed by Claudia Jackson, attended the event to welcome the families to our building. Our church presented a gift bag to each family as a
welcome gift. Pastor Richie Sanchez offering the blessing for the pitch-in meal. On
Sunday, August 14, Claudia will ask FCC members to commit to praying daily for a
specific RCLC child. Bookmarks with the children’s first names will be available in
the Narthex. Please take a bookmark and offer daily prayer for the name listed.

UPDATE: SEARCH & CALL TEAM
by Pam Davidson, Search Team Chairperson

At the most recent Search & Call Team meeting we received manuals
to use in our process of searching and calling a new pastor. We will be
compiling a congregational profile, position description (job description) and an informational packet for pastoral candidates. Eventually
we will be expecting feedback from you and we are anticipating everyone will want to be a part of this process. Please keep us in your
prayers as we continue working for the future of our church.
Team Members: Julie Bundy, Don Denney, Warner Heckley, Jennifer
Hood, Hank Neal, Susan Neal, Buck Quigley and Pam Davidson
(chairperson)
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A Thank You Note: FCC: Thank you for letting us use the Great Hall for our open house. We appreciate your kindness. You are always such a blessing to us. We are so grateful to have such a beautiful
church and loving church family. Thank you for the continuous love and prayers. God Bless!
Saydi and Cole
To Tell the Truth! To prepare for a sermon on honesty, a pastor asked church members to read Joshua 25. The next
week, he asked, “How many of you read it?” Half the hands in the church went up.
“Great,” the pastor said. “You’re the ones I want to talk to…because Joshua has only 24 chapters.”

Stay Connected to our Faith Community!
Share News with Others!
Please help First Christian spread the Good News to others by inviting people to visit our website, firstchristiannewcastle.org or sending them a Facebook invitation. Another way to share is
to give them a printed copy of our newsletter. We would love to mail a newsletter to anyone
interested in our fellowship. If you know a former member that would like to hear our news,
please share their name and address with the church office and a copy will be mailed to them.
Make it a goal to connect one person with our faith community during this month!
Thank you!

First Christian Church
2000 Bundy Avenue
New Castle, IN 47362

