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A Letter from Our Pastor
Dear Church,
Over the years, I have been graced with varied opportunities to serve on committees or boards, alongside
gifted ministers, community leaders, and many volunteers.
In 2014, I couldn’t have been any happier to do the same as
a member on the Committee on Week of Compassion. You
may be asking an important question, what is Week of
Compassion? I’d like to answer this in connection with my
upcoming travels with the committee to China in October.

Rev. Richie Sanchez

In its earliest days, even dating back before October 23, 1939, The board of
managers of the United Christian Missionary Society recommend(ed) the "Committee
for China Relief" "to serve as the agency of the churches in the United States in the
field of China Relief." They (were to) call attention to "the appalling distress resulting
from the hostilities in China and urge their generous support.” Judith Frost, an active
committee member and lay leader from the Illinois and Wisconsin Region writes: “The
Committee for China Relief has grown into an organization (known now as Week of
Compassion) that is able to respond to disasters all over the world of both natural and
manmade origins, provide personal and financial resources that support sustainable
development, and be an agent of connectivity between those in need, and those who
care. We cannot heal every wound, save every life, or repair every village, but we
have no doubts that our outreach ministry is truly the work of Disciples of Christ.
That is who we are. Thank God. (continued on page 5)
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October 2-9-16-23-30
9:00 am Sunday School, 10:00 am Worship Service
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
October 2, Board Meeting immediately following Worship Service
October 6 and 20, 6:00—7:00 pm, Women’s Coffee Talk, Café Royal
October 10, 5:30 pm— Worship Planning Meeting, All Invited
October 12, Second Wednesday Fellowship, 1pm at Stacks Restaurant
October 12, Second gathering around THE FAMILY TABLE, 6 pm
October 16, Cornerstone Homecoming Celebration
October 29, Car Show, Jeff Morgan Memorial Reception
October 31, Trunk or Treat, time to be announced

Power Point Schedule
Oct 2, Pam
Oct 9, Pam
Oct 14, Saydi/Cole
Oct 23, Need Volunteer
Oct 30, Corbin

Worship Serving Schedule
Sunday, Oct 2— TEAM 8
Sunday, Oct 9—TEAM 9
Sunday, Oct 16—TEAM 10
Sunday, Oct 23—TEAM 1
Sunday, Oct 30-TEAM 2

Communion Prep and Clean Up
October-Need Volunteer
November-Mary Beth & Jeff VanArsdol
December-Alberto Pinon & Vanessa Phares

“God gave us five senses;

it is sheer ingratitude
to worship him with any less.”
Martin Luther

Sunday School Schedule
Class K-4
Sunday, Oct 2—Tami
Sunday, Oct 9—Tracey
Sunday, Oct 16—Buck
Sunday, Oct 23—Jennifer
Sunday, Oct 30-Elaine
Class Youth
Sunday, Oct 2—Stacy
Sunday, Oct 9—Pam
Sunday, Oct 16—Todd
Sunday, Oct 23—Sherry
Sunday, Oct 30-Pam

PRAYER CONCERNS: Craig Bailey, Dondena Boatman, John and Joan Cleveland, The Family 3
and Friends of Penny Collins, Terry Ewing, Claudia Falck, Zack Hallam, Claude Hinton, Geoff
Hoodlebrink, Chris Hughes, Betty Griffey, Willie Groce, Virginia Jacobson, Jerry and Virginia Louins, Jasen Lungren, Martha Masters, Phil and Yvone McGinnis, Karen Monesmith, Joan Paul,
Dolores Seigler, Scott Shaffer, The Family of Joy Hufford, The Family of Clayton Huff. Jeff
VanArsdol, The Family of Fred Matthews.

SHUT-IN MEMBERS: Iris Alexander, Joy Baase, Dee Benson, Doris Canaday,
Kathryn DeVaughn, LaVaughn Douglas, Marjorie Johnson, Cora McLane, Marge Norrick,
Violet Wells
*Please help us keep the prayer concern list up to date by updating info on the bulletin tear
off sheet. Please place updated sheet in the offering plate. You may also call the church office at 765-529-2403 or e-mail fccsherrydenney@outlook.com.

Oct Elder Serving Schedule
Oct 2-Cup-Tracey
Oct 9-Cup-Julie
Oct 16-Cup-Vikkie
Oct 23-Cup-Don
Oct 30-Cup-Marty

Bread-Pam
Bread-Gene
Bread-Todd
Bread-Buck
Bread-Debby

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the family
and friends of long-time FCC member, Stan
Norrick. Stan passed away September 20, 2016
at The Waters nursing home.
Rev. Richie Sanchez officiated at the funeral service for Stan and a funeral meal was held here at
the church for his family members and close
friends. He is survived by his wife, Marjorie
and son, Dan (wife Gerri) and other family
members. Please keep his family in your prayers.

Please Keep Us Updated!
If you are admitted to the hospital, please have a
friend or loved one contact the church office so we
will know you are there. If you are ill or have another need that requires a Pastoral visit, please
contact the church office.
When we are notified, we will ask if you want to
be placed on the prayer concerns list or prayer
chain. If you wish to keep your information confidential, your privacy will be respected.

At this time of this writing, John Cleveland is an in-patient at the Mayo Clinic,
Rochester, MN. Please keep John and his
wife, Joan, in your prayers. John welcomes
calls from his church family, his cell number is: 765-215-3415. John’s home address
is:
2460 Glebe Street, Apt. # 337, Carmel, IN
46032
Terry Ewing is recuperating from lung
surgery that was performed on Wednesday,
September 21. Terry’s home address is:
P.O. Box 256, Mt. Summit, IN 47361
Psalm 30:2
O Lord my God, I cried out to you and
you healed me
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Simple Ways to Give
One of the simplest ways to leave a gift to First Christian Church is to use the beneficiary desigEliza
Madden
nation on savings and retirement accounts, as well as life insurance policies.
These
can be done
with no cost, and typically only require us to sign a new beneficiary designation form.
Retirement assets and similar accounts are called Income in Respect of a Decedent (IRD) assets.
This is taxable income that’s earned during life but not received before death, so it is never included in an income tax return. This may be assets in Individual Retirement Accounts or 403 (B)
plans, accrued interest on Certificates of Deposit and savings bonds, nonqualified stock options,
deferred payments of capital gains, or other income that is earned but not acquired.
Naming the church as the beneficiary of these gives the estate and heirs the best tax benefits,
since it avoids both income and estate taxes.
Life insurance that is no longer needed also can be an excellent gift, too. Naming the church as a
primary or contingent beneficiary of an existing or new life insurance policy will result in a federal estate tax deduction for the full amount of the proceeds payable to the church regardless of
Sumer Robinson
policy size.
Because individual situations vary, be sure to consult your financial and tax advisors. Please
contact the church office at 765-529-2403 to further discuss gifts to First Christian Church.

The Fellowship Lounge kitchen and the Great Hall kitchen will be organized and
cleaned before the October 16th Cornerstone Homecoming Celebration. Please take
time to look for items that belong to you such as plastic containers, pots and pans,
books, coffee cups, coats, hats, etc. Items that do not belong to FCC and/or do not belong in these kitchen areas will be recycled or discarded. Children’s items left hanging
in the downstairs hallway will be donated. Please take your items home! Thank you!

Easy Ways to Contribute to First Christian
Church: Kroger Rewards and Amazon Smile
The Kroger Rewards program
offers a simple way to help FCC
-even if you live out of New
Castle! Register your Kroger
Plus card at Kroger.com. Look
under the Community tab and
then select Community Rewards. Our community number is 10583. Periodically they will ask you to update your information so
if you signed up earlier, please go to Kroger.com to
make sure you are still enrolled.
Do you know of more community rewards programs that
might benefit our congregation? If so, please share the
information with the church office.

What is Amazon Smile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support First Christian Church every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus
that Amazon will donate a portion of the
purchase price to First Christian Church,
New
Castle,
Indiana!
simply
go
to smile.amazon.com from the web browser
on your computer or mobile device to make
a difference today!
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(page one continued)
In an effort to continue the urge for “generous support,” 12 members of the Week of
Compassion Committee will be traveling to China to visit… a span of about 77 years of
missions and partnerships. We will be immersed within its culture, and steeped within
its history. The group arrives in Shanghai on Oct. 17 and hopes to follow a very full
itinerary guided by Rev. Dr. Xiaoling Zhu, the Executive Director of Global Ministries in
East Asia. He has scheduled visits to many Christian organizations, Week of Compassion programs, and traditional tourist sites. In Shanghai we will visit the China Christian Council, before going to Nanjing where we will see the Nanjing Massacre Museum
and then the Terracotta Soldier Museum in Xi’an.
On Sunday 23rd, we will worship with the Shaanxi Chinese Christian Church,
and have lunch with seminary students. Our next stop is Zhoukou where we will have
the opportunity to visit two sustainable development projects, a goat venture and a
tree farm supported by WoC. AIDS has had a devastating impact on small villages in
this region; because of a limited income some who sold their blood were collected
with contaminated needles. The personal impact as well as the stigma has severely
limited their ability to support families. Among many projects, these two projects presented strong potentials in offering some sustainability to villages within this region.
On the 26th we will travel to Xuchang to visit an orphanage where WoC has provided
funds to dig a well deep enough to secure clean water. We take a train that afternoon
to Beijing where we will meet with the Religious Affairs of the State Administration of
China, and the Beijing Christian Council. We’re scheduled to have lunch at the Yanjing
seminary the next day, and in between squeeze in visits to the Great Wall, Summer
Palace, and Forbidden City. We return home on Sunday, Oct. 30 th –arriving by the
clock – 20 minutes before we left!
During this election season – with the focus on the need for transparency – we want
you to know that an anonymous donor is covering ALL of our expenses in China. The
costs for airfare $533 on average per person has been paid by WoC, which are around
what the costs are on average for an annual meeting (this trip will include one, too).
We rely on your compassion, your prayers, your support, your gifts and your commitment to help change lives for the better. We do so in the name of Jesus Christ and on
behalf of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). We’re looking forward to sharing
with you stories of how your support is making a difference.
For more information about Week of Compassion, please visit
www.weekofcompassion.org
Blessings,
Rev. Richie Sanchez, Interim Pastor
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The Family Table is an opportunity FOR ALL AGES to gather together for mid-week fellowship! The
monthly event will take place the second Wednesday of October, November and December. The time will be
from 6-7:30 pm.
Each gathering will include a free meal and inter-generational activities to help us honor God and equip us to
serve.
EVERYONE in our faith community is invited and you are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED to bring your
friends too!
Bus transportation is available —we can pick you up and take you home! Call 529-2403 to arrange.
October 12~~Helpers In God’s Church
November 9~~Woven Together
December 14~~What Would Love Do?
We’ve taken the best elements of King’s Kids and brought them to The Family Table!
Join us for a new and exciting fellowship and learning vision!
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Liz Whitmer extends a hearty thank you to all who helped with the
Boutique Bargain Gala event. The event raised money for First
Christian Church, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Little Blessings. All
donations of food, shoes, purses , jewelry and time were very much
appreciated. The event raised $700for F.C.C.
Thank you for bringing me a meal from the fish fry event!
Norma Doyle
Dear Friends, Thank you so much for thinking
of me and sending a complete fish dinner to
me. It means a lot to know there are friends
who are thinking of you and caring that you
aren’t able to come to a special occasion.
Sincerely, Sheila Jackson

Dear Church Family, The basket of flowers you sent
when my father died were so pretty. They were yellow
and white and brought me such joy in the midst of such
sorrow. It was like a ray of sunshine sitting on the table,
and they lasted a long time. Thank you so much for your
thoughtfulness. I also appreciated all the cards. Joan
Cleveland

Dear Christian Church Members, I want to thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending me your fish fry
dinner on Thursday. It was very delicious. I enjoyed visiting with the “delivery man” Melvin Igo, and appreciate him taking time to visit. Thanks again, I miss seeing all of you. Sincerely, Dee Benson
Thank you to all who do things anonymously around 2000 Bundy Avenue! Thank you for putting envelopes in the pews, communion prep, paying for fallen trees to be cleaned up, paying for fish fry meals for our
shut-ins, taking our recycling to the drop off center, running our donations to the Christian Love Center,
cleaning up after countless fellowship and funeral meals, organizing fundraisers and donating what it takes to
make them a success (both money and items), baking for Coffee Hour, running the sound board, teaching
Sunday School, etc.
You are appreciated!

Forgive and Let Go
Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, was said to never hold grudges. One
day someone reminded her of an offense that another person had committed against her.
“Don’t you remember?” the friend pressed. “No,” Barton replied. “I distinctly remember
forgetting that.”
Forgiving and forgetting are not precisely the same. While God declares that he’ll
“remember [our] sin no more” (Jeremiah 31:34), it’s tough for humans to completely forget harm done to us, even when we want to forgive.
On the other hand, like Barton, we can consciously choose not to ruminate on an offense,
as a cow does its cud. We can opt not to bring up past hurts during present disagreements,
and we can intentionally not recount someone’s sin to a third party, hoping they’ll take our
side. In the process of “choosing to forget” the wrong done to us, surely we’ll also find it
easier to forgive.
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Cornerstone Homecoming Celebration!
We’re happy to announce that First Christian Church will celebrate the 60th anniversary of the laying
of our building’s cornerstone. As you know, the cornerstone is an integral part of any structure; all
other stones are set in reference to this stone. Here at 2000 Bundy Avenue, we know our chief cornerstone is Christ.
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s
people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the Chief cornerstone. In him the whole building
is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And In him you too are
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Ephesians 2:19-22
We are are asking you to join with us as we celebrate this momentous occasion. A special day has been planned for you
beginning with Coffee Hour and culminating in a fellowship meal after the Worship service. We are inviting all past and
present members, friends and former ministers to join us. Our guest speaker will be a previous pastor of our congregation, Reverend David Livingston.
We’ll be posting updates on our website, firstchristiannewcastle.org and also on our Facebook page, First Christian
Church (DOC) New Castle. For more information, please call 765-529-2403. If no answer, please leave a message and
we will return your call.
We are looking forward to seeing you!
Claudia Jackson
Cornerstone Committee Chair

Cornerstone Homecoming Notes!
The Evangelism Team is asking for the help of all of you as we work to plan a
special day in the life of our congregation. The Cornerstone Homecoming Sunday WILL commemorate the laying of the cornerstone but it was also designed
as a day to re-establish relationships with people who are no longer attending
services and events here at 2000 Bundy Avenue. Many of those folks might be
waiting on an invitation from YOU to come back. We all know people who
used to attend here and still live here but do not attend services; have you
reached out to them, sent them a card, called them on the phone to invite and
welcome them back? If not, NOW is the time! In fact, we are counting on you
to do just that. Let’s fill the sanctuary on October 16th with old and new
friends! We can do it! Check in with Claudia Jackson and volunteer to help the
team contact past members and friends. The Evangelism Team needs you!
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It’s Time to
Fill the Candy Bin!
Trunk or Treat is
Monday, Oct 31
Here at FCC, fall means Trunk or Treat!
It is time to gear up for our annual community outreach project. We are known in the
New Castle community for being the church
that has a meal on Trick or Treat night. We
serve hot dogs, chips and drinks to 700 people
plus we pass out candy .
We need your help to make this event a success and we can guarantee that you will have
some serious fun while you’re serving!
Items Needed:
Candy Donations
Trunks set up to pass out candy
Hot Dog Grillers
Drink Servers
Clean Up Help
Money to purchase food supplies
Can you help? See Claudia Jackson,

Second Annual Car Show to Be Held Saturday, October 29
Last year, our friend , Jeff Morgan, convinced us to
try a car show on our grounds. It was a great day and
food concession sales at the event helped us earn
some money for FCC. To honor Jeff, who recently
passed away, we will host our second annual car
show on Saturday, October 29th. The event runs
from 9 am until 1 pm. We are in great need of a person to coordinate this event with the car club that runs
the event (The Old Farts Car Club). The Evangelism
Team will work with the Culinary Team to provide
concessions at this event, including a BAKE SALE.
We’re counting on all of our members to come and
eat lunch with us. The food is great! Please see Sherry to help with this event.

Jeff Morgan

Jeff Morgan’s family, including his daughter, Cassie
Morgan, invite you to come to a memorial reception
downstairs in the Great Hall directly following the car
show (at 1:00 pm). Please take some time to reminisce and share memories with Jeff’s family.
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Team Chairs:
Please check your mail slot in the church office on a regular basis.
Sunday School Teachers and Team Chairs:
Let’s organize and clean our areas before the Cornerstone Homecoming Celebration. Thank you!

October 2

First Christian Church
2000 Bundy Avenue
New Castle, IN 47362

