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New Englond UMC Annuol
Conference Highlights, tune 2015

Pastor Dodie and Ellen Jackson attended our recent
annual conference held for the first time in
Manchester, New Hampshire. The overalltheme
was connected with Native American history. A

repentance worship service symbolized our apology
for the way these indigenous peoples were treated
by primarily white immigrants from overseas. That's
us folks! lt was very powerful. Many of us brought
back a stone symbolizing this.

We also participated in the "Mosquito Stomp", aka

walk through downtown Manchester to raise

awareness about our imagine no malaria

campaign. The Methodist Church has raised millions
of dollars for this cause and statistics are showing a
dramatic decline in deaths from and incidents of
malaria. We are nearing our five year goal for this
program. Dodie and Ellen also brought an

interested young couple back to the conference
sight to pick up information on the project! Note
our "selfie" picture!

We elected both clergy and lay members as

representatives to jurisdictional and general UMC
conferences next year. We used electronic voting
devices with near instant results speeding up the
process enormously. We Previously did paper

balloting which took forever! Most if not all

candidates selected were in favor of inclusivity and

diversity in the Methodist Church.

The terrible tragedy in South Carolina played out on

the eve of conference, involving the slaying of
several Methodist Zion lay and clergy members. We

resolved to discuss this in our local churches and
pray for all involved.

Dodie was able to connect with a group of female
ministers she hadn't seen in quite a while and Ellen

was able to connect with several people who went
on the Guatemala Mission trip with her a few years

ago, an added bonus! (cont. Page 3l

Growing With Hope Group

We have concluded our first year of Consultant work and found
it helpful and inspiring. We attended three weekend
workshops with 6-7 other churches rediscovering themselves as

well. We met with our consultant ln between workshops.
While there we worked on our "assets" as a faith community
among other exercises. We carried out interviews in the
community to find the needs of our area. Longfellow School

and the Veteran's Services Center on Steven's Ave. have been
completed and Park Danforth has been contacted. At the end
of July we will spend a morning working more on core values,

as recommended.
We have agreed to work together for one more year with
Barbara Lemmel, a consultant well known to Dodie. We will be

working on our future mission/calling while we are worshiping
at Woodford's.

New Bible Study

Beginning on Sunday, August 30, a

new Bible Study will begin. lt will
be based on our new lectionary
program, We Make The Road by Walking. The Bible Study will
begin at 10:00 a.m. and we will end when it is time for worship.
This is a new format, it is obviously shorter than most Bible

Studies. My hope is that it will concentrate our attention and

serve to introduce each week's sermon. We will discuss only
one question each week. The questions are at the end of each

chapter in the book. By scheduling the Bible Study immediately
before worship I am hoping to attract people who are

interested in studying the Bible but haven't been able to do so

for various reasons. lf it should prove unworkable, we will
change the format. I am excited about this program, I believe
that it is perfectly suited to faith communities in our position.

We have already taken the first steps on our journey, and I

think that this program will be very valuable to us as we

continue. I pray that every person in our congregation will
seriously consider being a part of this study. We are, after all,

in this together.

Bible
STUDY
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Blessings, Tom Ridley, Lay Leader Page 1



PASTORAL LETTER

Dear Members and Friends of Clark Memorial UMC

Much has been happening at Clark Memorial. On May 15th we closed on

the sale of the building. On May LTth our District Superintendent Jim

McPhee joined us for Sunday worship (temporarily being held at 22

Pleasant Avenue), and we ended by gathering on the lawn in front of the
building that has served this congregation for so long to share memories
and to, in the words of the Book of Worship, deconsecrate the building,
and release it for any honorable use. There we sang "We Are the Church"
and held hands in a circle for our sung benediction, "Bind Us Together,
Lord." lmmediately after Jim took this photo of our faith community,
celebrating as we prepare to move in to a new chapter of our journey in
God's service.

The sale included the parking lot, and allthe property on the 15 Pleasant

Avenue side. Our faith community is maintaining ownership of the
building at 22 Pleasant Avenue, which will provide us with meeting space,

office space, and hospitality space, as well as a room for small group
worship, and another for our historical archive.

We considered a number of options for where we might worship while
we are discerning the new directions in which God is leading us, and
beginning on July 12th we will be worshiping in the Chapel at the
Woodford Community Church at 202 Woodford Street. We are being
warmly welcomed to share space with Woodford's faith community, and

we will participate in a joint service on that Sunday, beginning at L0am in

their sanctuary and ending in the Chapel where the space will be specially

consecrated for our use on Sundays. On following Sundays our service

willtake place at our usual time of 10:30. We look forward to enjoying a

deepening ecumenical relationship with the Woodford's church while
continuing our own journey as a United Methodist Community of faith.

It is an exciting time of change for us, and we continue to celebrate the
history of this community and the wonderful ministry and service that
took place in our former location, even as we move into a future that will
serve in a changing world. We invite your prayers as we seek new ways to
live faithfully a life of grace and ministry.
Go with God,

Dodie Sheffield
Pastor
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Church family gathered in front of Parsonage
(above) Mrs. Jackson & Rev. Dr. Dodie
Sheffield pose for a "selfie" at Annual
Conference. (below)

.tff

And in other news....

James McPhee, our District Superintendent,
asked Ellen Jackson to serve on the
Tri-State District Committee on Ministry and
she has accepted. This committee
interviews potential ministry candidates,
decides on candidates to be ordained,
and has various other duties she will be
learning. She begins her duties on
July 28th, attending a training session in
Manchester, New Hampshire. (cont. Poge 3)
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(Continued from Page 7)

Annuol Conference Highlights

We voted to close Covenant Hills Camp in
Vermont after this season, which caused heartbreak for
some Vermonters and spawned a lively discussion. The
youth ministries committee had done their homework
however and explained that the camp had inadequate
facilities and the funding from another church
denomination had already been withdrawn from the
camp leaving it financially and "practically" impossible to
keep open.

Our previous pastor, Johanne Dame, was honored as a new
retiree at conference and we
were able to speak with her and Matt and give them hugs.

Ellen Jackson, Lay Rep. to Annual Conference

Visit us on the WEB: www.clarkumc.org

(continued from Poge 2)

Other News

The Worship Team (Pastor Dodie, Tom Ridley, Sandy Brooks

and Sandy Simpson) met on July 8 to talk about preparation
for worshiping at Woodford's, and to discuss increasing lay
participation in the worship services in future. Sandy
Brooks has agreed to take charge of signing up folks for
greeting both inside and outside the building. Sandy
Simpson will be signing up readers for the services and will
help to coordinate after church hospitality.

FROM WOODFORDS FACE BOOK PAGE:

A WARM WELCOME TO CLARK MEMORIAL
U NITED METHODIST CH URCH

Rev. Dr. Margaret (Dodie) Sheffield and the
congregation of Clark Memorial UMC will move their
worship services to the Melloon Chapel here at
Woodfords Church beginning this Sunday, July 12 at
10:30am.
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Clark Memorial United Methodist

Clqrk Memoriql
U nited Methodist Church

Ad mi nistrotive Fo ci lity
(forme rly the Po rsonoge)

22 Pleasant Avenue
Portland, ME 04103
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History of Woodfords

The first Woodfords Church opened its doors in 1.872 across Woodford Street (then known as Spring Street) from the site ofthe
present Parish House. A congregational society had been formed in 1867 by residents of the neighborhood, some ofwhom
belonged to the Fourth Parish which met at the old Bradley Meeting House on Capisic Street. Their pastor, The Reverend Caleb

Bradley (1772-1861) was a legendary and forceful preacher and community leader. His diaries are at the Maine Historical Society,

and local history records many anecdotes about him.

Until 1871, Woodfords Corner was part of the town ofWestbrook. A separate town, Deering was formed and existed until 1899,
when the area was absorbed into the city of Portland.

The first Woodfords Church was designed by Francis Fassett and E.F. Fassett, who designed many distinctive and characteristic
buildings in Portland, including williston West Church. The men ofthe parish cleared the land and built the foundation, the
women made carpeting and pew cushions, and everyone participated in fund-raising activities such as community suppers. The

bell was donated by two daughters of early settler James Deering. The church was completed and dedicated on April 14, 1872.

By the mid-nineteen twenties, the average Sunday School attendance (including children's and adults' classes) reached U78, and
the Parish House was built and dedicated in 1926. The Maine Sunday Telegram praised the new building as "a model plant for
complete activities in the modern church life." The three-story building has a large hall (Memorial Hall), kitchens, meeting rooms
ofvarious sizes, offices, and classrooms. From 1926 untilthe present, the Parish House at woodfords has been a community
resource where many non-profit groups meet.

The present Church and the Cloister were dedicated in 1956, and the Meloon Chapel in 1957. From the Cloister, you may observe
or enter a formal garden sheltered between the Sanctuary and the Chapel. The garden contains a number of memorial plants and
furnishings.

Our Church and Parish House are at times used by other denominations as a meeting place when their own facilities are not large

enough, and by individuals and families for important occasions. Many people from all walks of life are guests at weddings and
memorial services, educational, commemorative, and support meetings here. Woodfords Church, with its bright steeple visible
from so many places in the city, is honored to be a place of community in Portland.

Glark Dlemoriat United
llethodist Church
22 Pleasant Avenue
Portland, Maine 04103
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In loving memory of Mr W.C. McCarty and Mrs. Winnie Payne Page 4


