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- Good Friday, Open at 7am
Prayer & Meditation

Tenebrae service at 5pm

West Scorborough UMC
Located on Rt 1 between

Church Street and Orchard Street

Dear friends of Clark,

Easter is only weeks away. Wewill celebrate once again the Resurrection ofJesus and the promise of new life. We
have been using the scripture readings from Brian Mclaren's book, We Make the Road by Walking as our alternate
lectionary for half a year already. (Time passes so quickly!). The book suggests that the followers of Christ are meant
to be "a global spiritual movement dedicated to aliveness." Jesus told us that he came so that we might have life, and
have it abundantly (John 10:10). We continue to live in a world that has so many ways of dealing death, so it sorely
needs the presence of people who embrace aliveness and want it for everyone. Easter celebrates Jesus' victory of
aliveness over death.

How alive do you feel? We are meant to be an Easter people, alive to the joy of knowing a resurrected Jesus, and
serving a loving and living God. I recently went to see the movie Risen, which tells the story of the days after Jesus'
crucifixion through the eyes of a Roman centurion tasked by Pontius Pilate with the job of finding his body after it
disappears from the tomb. Through his interviews with Jesus' followers, he is led against his betterjudgment to
consider another explanation - that this Jesus of Nazareth, who he himself saw dead on a crost is against all
possibility alivel

ln spite of one all too common biblical inaccuracy (Mary Magdalene is NOT identified by the scripture as a prostitute)
I enjoyed the movie enough to go back and see it again the following week. I appreciated the chance to be caught up
in the joy and wonder of those followers at seeing again their friend and teacher who they thought was lost to them,
and the revelation ofwhat his return from the dead promised. And Joseph Fiennes portrayal ofthe Roman centurion
is quietly moving, as he has the opportunity to find in Jesus the way to the peace that has eluded him in a career that
forced him to witness and deal death on a daily basis.

It served as a reminder to me that l, in the words of the familiar Easter hymn, "serve a risen Savior [who's] in the
world today." That is why we are alive in the world today - to witness to Jesus' aliveness in our service and ourjoy.
Sometimes in the aches and pains of daily living we may be tempted to lose sight of that defining truth of who we are
and whose we are. We are the Easter people of the Risen One - friends of Jesus seeking to live as hetaughtusand
serve God with our aliveness.

I look forward to finding new opportunities to live and serve with the Easter People of Clark, as we continue to seek

to know Jesus better and go to the places where we may meet him face to face.

Go with God,
Dodie Page 1
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Sunday Worship
10:30am

in the Meloon Chapel
at Woodfords Congregational Church

202Woodford Street
Portland, ME
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A Report from the Growing with Hope team.

Our team has met with our conference coach Barbara Lemmel to consider next steps for the Clark
faith community as we move into the future. We identified two areas of focus for the coming year:

spiritual life, and mission.

ln relation to the first, our hope for 20LG is to enhance the spiritual life of all the members of our faith
community, so that

-each may renew or deepen his or her relationship to God,

-and the faith community as a whole will be better able to discern God's will and continue to be in

God's service in our neighborhood and beyond.

To help move toward this goal, we would like to invite every member of our faith community to
participate in a one on one spiritual life conversation with someone who will assist them in
considering the ways God may be leading them in their personal spiritual life.

There are things that we can do regularly that will help make us more open to experiencing God's
presence. They are ways to cultivate our relationship with God, the way that we cultivate a garden to
make it a better place for plants to grow. These activities or actions are sometimes called spiritual
practices or disciplines. Some examples of spiritual disciplines are daily prayer, meditation, praying

the scriptures, service, and fasting.

The person sharing the conversation with you will be there to assist by asking questions that can

help to lead you in a process of self-discovery and discernment. We enter into these conversations
with the assumption that the answer to what God is calling us to next is already there in our own
hearts, just waiting to be revealed. Sometimes it just helps to have another person going alongside

us as we seek answers. Your conversation partner can offer support and encouragement.

The purpose of having these conversations is to help equip the individual for spiritual growth. The

conversation partners will NOT be taking a survey, or gathering information, or administering a test.
The conversations will be confidential.

Participation is optional, of course, but we hope that everyone will take the opportunity to have this
experience. All of us who will be available as conversation partners will have had the experience first
of participating in our own spiritual life conversation with a member of the Growing with Hope team.
We hope to get these conversations scheduled during the first two weeks of April, and to complete
them within the four weeks following.

ln relation to the second half of our focus, we hope to identify existing or potential missions and

ministry that match the gifts God has given us, so that we might continue our service to God and get

and give better support in carrying out that service.

Some of the potential missions we are considering are work with youth at Long Creek Youth

Development Center with Straight Ahead Ministries and helping with the Family Promise initiative
that is being considered to help immigrant families in Portland. (You can read more about this in Ellen

Jackson's article.) Page 2



The Portland Family Shelter has an Overflow problem. Frequently
families have to stay in one of three motel rooms in South Portland, with

r vert little help and far from resources, others sit up in chairs overnight in
the General Assistance Office. Still others double up with immigrant
families in the community. None of these families receive the case
management services given to those in the family shelter to help them find
jobs and housing. Many of these families are refugees fleeing
persecution.

A program to address these needs has been developed and is operating in at least 40 states currently. lt is
called the Family Promise Program. A group of pastors/priests and lay people from Portland area churches has
been meeting to discuss and begin working on the development of this program in the Greater Portland area.
There are no such programs in Maine, but New Hampshire has three. Pastor Dodie and Ellen Jackson have
attended two meetings thus far at Woodfords Church. Sarah Ewing Merrill initiated the interest and research in
this program. Detailed guidelines are available as well as information and suppoft from existing programs.

Overview: Ten to thirteen Congregations join together in this program to house up to 4 or 5 families in their
church facilities, and/or provide meals and eat dinner with the families (5:30-8:30 p.m.) for a week at a time three
to four times a year. Some volunteers stay overnight with the families in the church facilities. (8:30 p.m. Until
7:00 a.m.). Others provide transportation. Families are hosted from Sunday night through the next Sunday
morning. A Day Center is available where families can shower, get help finding jobs and housing, and spend the
day. Children attend school.

On March 31st a Community Meeting is being held at 7;00 p.m. at Woodfords Church to inform people about this
program and to generate interest and support. We encourage you to attend and find out more about this
opportunity to engage in God's good work. lt is our hope that the Clark faith community will be involved and
committed to this needed family service.

Blessings to you,

Ellen Jackson and Pastor Dodie
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Knitting & More Group

at 9:30am
(ttl: Contact Rody 7g7-7g8}l

Choir Proctice
at 1:30pm

UMW is alive, but not too well.
We have not been able to find a date to meet for several
reasons, but we are looking at our calendars and you will
be hearing from us soon. Keep the faith.
Julie lrving

MAKARIA CIRCLE will be meeting at 1:00pm
Wednesday March l-5th at Ruth Doughty's home in
Westbrook.

The circle meets the 3'd Wednesday of each month.
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Clark Memorial
United lf,ethodist Church
22 Pledsont Avenue
Portland, ME 04703

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Some work has been going on at 22 Pleasant Avenue.

The rear garage wall has been pulled back in and
secured. A BIG thank you to Tom Sheffield!! A new
gas furnace has also been installed. Bids are now
being taken to update the electricalsystem. Tom

Sheffield will be redoing the front porch hand railings
for safety.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
"Returning to the Garden"
Two Lights on the Rocks

Cape Elizabeth, Maine
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