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It is June, which means RAFT GUIDE DINNERS are 
about to start again!  Personally, I am so excited to get 
back to this vital ministry.  As we re-start this 
outreach, I thought it might not be a bad idea 
to go over the “why?” behind the Raft Guide 
Dinners.   
 

There is a clear theological basis for this 
outreach.  In Leviticus 19:33-34 we find 
instruction for how the alien, foreigner or 
stranger should be treated; “When a stranger 
sojourns with you in your land, you shall not 
do him wrong. You shall treat the stranger 
who sojourns with you as the native among 
you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”  
The simple projection of this verse as it relates to the 
Raft Guides that find themselves sojourning in Salida 
each summer, is that they should be treated as one of 
the locals.  
 

The preceding passage and others that we find in the 
Hebrew Scriptures set forth a radical form of hospitality 
for the alien, foreigner and stranger.  Abraham, in a 
familiar story, displays this form of hospitality.  “And the 
Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat 
at the door of his tent in the heat of the day. He lifted 
up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were 
standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran 
from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to 
the earth and said, ‘O Lord, if I have found favor in your 
sight, do not pass by your servant.  Let a little water be 
brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under 
the tree, while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may 

 
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—
since you have come to your servant.’ So they said,  
‘Do as you have said.’  And Abraham went quickly 
into the tent to Sarah and said, ‘Quick! Three seahs of 
fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.’ And Abraham 

ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and 
good, and gave it to a young man, who 
prepared it quickly. Then he took curds and 
milk and the calf that he had prepared, and 
set it before them. And he stood by them 
under the tree while they ate.” (Genesis 
18:1-8, English Standard Version, 2016) 
Abraham offers water, food, comfort, rest 
and refreshment to these strangers.   
 

I could quote plenty more scriptures that 
show us that we are called to show who 

God is to us by showing radical hospitality to the 
guides that find their way to our community each 
summer.  Beyond these passages, I believe an 
essential “why?” for this ministry is that it is fun!  I 
enjoy meeting these guides, hearing their great 
stories, and feeding off of the energy that they exude. 
   

So, if you, like me, have missed this ministry and are 
ready to get back to it, I pray that this reminder fuels 
you as we get started.  If you have never been a part 
of this ministry, I pray that the “whys?” listed above 
will motivate you to join us.  
 

There are many, and new ways, to volunteer to make 
these dinners happen.  Call the office if you want 
more information and I will see you at the Raft Guide 
Dinners. 
 

Be the church, 
Mel 
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JUNE & JULY 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays   

  June 3  Lonnie Pywell 
  June 3  Jim Greene 
  June 9  Scott Sandell 
  June 18  Norma Edlund 
  June 20  Kasey Roberts 
  June 23  Lily Shively 
  June 23  Cole Shively 
  June 24  Mark Goble 
  June 25  Ralph Eyler 
  June 27  Jody West 
  June27  Iris Hyde 
  July 2  Fran Tulley 
  July 7  Catherine Hayden 
  July 12  Marte Kelley 
  July 13  Paul Wilson 
  July 22  Rex Montgomery 
  July 28  Andy Dunning 
  July 29  Bob Elliott 
  July 31  Stephanie Shively 
       
          

 Anniversaries    

    June 10 Cynthia & David Hearn 
    June 12 Kay & Mark Goble 
    June 29 Gayla & Andy Dunning  
    July 2 Lori & Dick Isenberger 
    July 7 Elaine & Al Adams 
    July 15 Licia & Wayne Iverson 
    July 26 Janice & Rex Montgomery 
    July 29 Cheryl & John Huntington 
 

Request from Licia: Please be sure to let the office know 

about the dates of the birthdays and anniversaries in your 
family! We love to celebrate such joys! 

 
 

Communion Sundays 
 

June 6th & July 4th  

 

Whether our worship services are available online or in 
person, we will participate in Communion on the first 
Sunday of each month! 
 

We will use the same 
disposable communion sets for 
our online and in-person 
services, providing a safe 
Communion experience. 
 

For those of you who live 
locally, we are happy to provide 
you with a supply of Communion elements for your 
convenience.  Feel free to call the office and leave a 
message or you can call or text Pastor Mel and we will be 
sure to get the Communion elements to you.  You are 
always welcome to stop by the church to pick up your 
supply. 
 

If you are attending worhsip services in-person, you will be 
given a communion cup/wafer set upon entering the 
sanctuary. All communion elements, either in-person or at 
home, will be blessed during the service.  

 
 

REMEMBER…. 
SUMMER WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 

STARTS ON SUNDAY, JUNE 6TH 
THROUGH AUGUST! 
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  Church Finance Update  
 

 

Hello Friends!    
 

Thank you always, for your generous 
and faithful financial support.  Here 
is an update regarding the church’s 
finances through April 2021.   
 

Our monthly, detailed financials are 
prepared by our accountant, 

Mindy O’Connor, and are  
available upon request. 

 

These numbers reflect activity of our General Fund. 
Restricted Funds are not listed here.  

 

Receipts & 
Expenses 

April       
2021 

Year-to-Date 
April 2021 

Year-to-Date 
April 2020 

All General Fund 
Receipts 

$9602.71 $60521.67 $65088.97 

Total Expenses:                            
Operating & 

Personnel 
-$16326.95 -$66133.59 $61482.94 

Net Income (Loss) -$6724.24 -$5611.92 $3606.03 
 

*PLEASE NOTE:  There are some large, one-time expenses paid 
at the beginning of each year.  April 2021 and first quarter 
numbers are listed above. We have listed the April 2020 Year-to-
Date numbers for comparison. May numbers will be listed in the 
July & August Monitor. 
 

The Finance Committee continues to watch costs and trends and 
we are confident that with everyone's continued support we will 
again have a successful, net positive year.  

 

 

Your tax-deductible contributions make everything possible 
at this church.  We also want to thank the many of you who 
have made additional contributions to the general fund, 
Samaritan Fund, as well as to other special outreach programs 
and giving opportunities throughout the year.  
 

For general financial information, please speak with our 
Treasurer, Randy Bergstrom. You may contact Randy at:  
(719) 539-5305 or landrbergstrom@gmail.com. 
 

If you have any questions about your pledge or donating, 
please speak with our Finance Secretary, Paul Wilson.  You 
may contact Paul at: (630) 730-8590 or pwilson54@aol.com. 
 

Our next Finance Committee Meeting date will be set soon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
     

    CAN YOU PLEASE HELP? 
    HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING! 
 
 

We host the Shower Ministry at our church every 
Monday and Thursday from 1:00 – 3:00 PM. This is a 
collaborative program between our church and the First 
Presbyterian Church. We are SO grateful to Mike Orrill 
for being the Volunteer Coordinator for the Shower 
Ministry,  
 

We are actively looking for 4 or 5 more volunteers to 
join this team. Our volunteers are trained by Mike and 
are the ones to see that things run smoothly and that 
everyone who comes in is served in a timely fashion.   
 

As a volunteer, you would be responsible for welcoming 
people who come in to shower, explaining guidelines 
that need to be followed and making sure that everyone 
has a towel and necessary shower items (shampoo, 
soap etc).  Donations of toiletries are always 
appreciated! Thank you to Nancy Konvalinka for being 
the one to always make sure we have the necessary 
supplies. 
 

Volunteers are also responsible for making sure the 
shower area is clean before, during and after the time 
they are there.   Proper COVID safety measures are 
followed by guests and volunteers. 
 

Thank you for considering helping with this important 
ministry.  Nothing feels better than a warm shower, 
clean hair and perhaps a fresh shave!   
 

Many of the guests who come in to shower are living in 
their cars/trucks or perhaps a tent where showering is 
not an option. We know this ministry is meeting a very 
important need. To offer this support and meet this need 
in a non-judgmental environment is a true gift of service. 
 

For more information or to volunteer for this important, 
much needed ministry contact Mike Orrill 719-221-5418 
morrill@chaffeecounty.org 
 
 

mailto:landrbergstrom@gmail.com
mailto:pwilson54@aol.com
mailto:morrill@chaffeecounty.org
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Sharing Our Prayers, Praise, 
Needs & Celebrations 

 

 

Please continue to hold these prayer requests deep within 
your heart. We will keep you posted, as we know more: 

 
 

 Worship Time Change – On June 6th, our worship service 
time will change from 10:30am to 9:30am.  We will continue 
to meet at 9:30am throughout the summer months, of June, 
July and August! 

 

 Fellowship Time Returns – We are thankful that in our 
church and in our community are able to safely lift some of 
the COVID restrictions we’ve been living with for the last year.  
We are happy to announce that starting on June 6th, we’ll be 
gathering again for our “Fellowship Time”, after our worship 
service at 9:30am. Estimated time for fellowship will be about 
10:30am.  Hope you can join us! 

 

 Gayle Greene’s daughter – Please continue to pray for Allie 
Seidel, who is Gayle’s daughter and Mary Lou McCausey’s 
granddaughter. Recently, Allie had an unexpected health 
challenge that required her to be hospitalized in Denver, 
earlier this month. She is still receiving supportive services to 
help her restore her health. 

 

 Judy Naviaux – Please continue to pray for Judy Naviaux as 
she recently fractured her ankle. Judy was already 
experiencing challenges with neuropathy in her feet and has 
made a commitment to a treatment program which requires 
her to travel to Colorado Springs twice a week. We pray she 
feels better very soon. 

 

 Abby Gaylor – Please pray for Licia & Wayne’s friend, Abby 
Gaylor, as she was recently hospitalized with pneumonia. 
She is recuperating at home now and welcomes the prayers. 

 

 Salida Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle Fundraiser – We 
are happy to once again, participate in the annual fundraiser 
for the Salida Pregnancy Center. This fundraiser occurs from 
Mother’s Day to Father’s Day. If you have already picked up 
one of their baby bottles, please fill it with change, dollar bills 
or a check and return it to our church office by Father’s Day. 
There are a few bottles left if you have not yet picked up one. 

 

 Safe Travels – We know that many of you are beginning to 
travel, as well as, welcoming travelers to your homes. We 
pray for safe travels for everyone, as we enjoy being able to 
reconnect in person with those we love…near and far. 
 

 Janet Murphy – Janet has asked for prayers for her sister-in-
law whose husband recently died unexpectedly of a massive 
heart attack. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Please send your prayer requests, updates, celebrations 
and announcements to Licia at: office@salidaumc.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Excellent Opportunity to be of Service! 
   

Now that we are reopened for in-person worship 
services, our Sunday Morning Volunteer needs have 
changed.  
 

In the last couple of months, we have added the 
Liturgist to our worship team, to help facilitate the 
service, with Pastor Mel.  Virginia Imig is the Liturgist 
Coordinator and is scheduling those volunteers.  
 

We are ready to include two usher volunteers to the 
Sunday Morning worship team and are in need of a 
new Coordinator for those volunteers.  If you are 
interested in helping with that, please speak with 
Pastor Mel.  
 

And now that we are returning Fellowship Time to our 
Sunday Morning experience, there will be 
opportunities to sign up to host a Sunday Morning 
Fellowship Time.  
 

As we confirm, and/or identify, the coordinators of 
these committees, you’ll begin to hear from them.  
Until then, Licia will post a general sign-up sheet on 
the bulletin board in Century where these three areas 
of volunteer service will be posted. If you’d like to 
usher or provide for our Fellowship Time, please put 
your name down on the list.   
 

If you have any questions, please call the church 
office at: (719) 539-2755. 
 

Thank you to ALL our volunteers. We appreciate each 
and every one of you! 
 

 “HIKE CHURCH” IS COMING… 
Watch for more information as  
hikes will be scheduled soon! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@salidaumc.org
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IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP: 
 
 

SUN, JUNE 6 – WORSHIP TIME CHANGES TO 9:30AM  

 FOR THE SUMMER MONTHS! 

SUN, JUNE 6 – COMMUNION SUNDAY  

SUN, JUNE 6 – FELLOWSHIP RETURNS!!! 

SUN, JUNE 6 – RAFT GUIDE DINNER MEETING AFTER  

 WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP AT 11:15-12:15. 

TUES, JUNE 8 – FLY GALS WORKSHOP – 8:00AM –  

 2:00PM, CENTURY HALL 

TUES, JUNE 8 & 22 – FIBER FESTIVAL BOARD MTG, 3:00-

 4:00PM, CENTURY HALL 

WED, JUNE 9 – RAFT GUIDE DINNERS BEGIN!  

MON, JUNE 14, 21, 28 – FREEDOM CHOIR REHEARSAL – 

6:30-8:30PM, CENTURY HALL 

SUN, JUNE 20 – HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

SUN, JULY 4 – HAPPY JULY 4TH! 

SUN, JULY 4 - FREEDOM CHOIR REHEARSAL – 2:00-

3:00PM, CENTURY HALL 

SUN, JULY 11-FRI, JULY 17 – LENEXA, KANSAS YOUTH 

 GROUP, OVERNIGHT - BASEMENT 

TUES, JULY 13 – CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING – 1:00PM 

TUES, JULY 13 & 27 – FIBER FESTIVAL BOARD MTG, 

 3:00-4:00PM, CENTURY HALL 

 

 

 

WOW…Raft Guide Dinners are almost here! 
 

We are so excited about the 
return of this amazing outreach 
for the men and women who 
serve our communities guiding 
rafting experiences on our 
Arkansas River. 
 

Thank you to everyone who is 
supporting these dinners with 
your prayers, encouragement, 
ideas, your time and your finances.   
 

After not having these dinners last summer due to COVID, 
we are grateful to be re-imagining this outreach and 
transforming it to an outdoor experience in our parking lot… 
under large event tents with plenty of room to move about! 
 

We are partnering with local restaurants to help provide the 
food, and are happy, once again, to bring delicious, themed 
meals and an evening of community fun to the guides for 8 
weeks starting on June 9

th
 through July 28

th
. Other food 

preparation will take place here at the church.   
 

A huge thank you to everyone who voted for us on May 20
th
 

when we presented on Salida Soup! Thanks to you, we 
received the most votes and won that evening’s donations of 
$500. If you didn’t see our video that night, you can watch it 
by visiting the Salida Soup website: www.salidasoup.org. We 
were the 2

nd
 of the 3 presentations that evening.  Our video 

begins at about 7:11 in the Salida Soup 66 video. You can 
also see the photo of Pastor Mel & Licia at the bottom of that 
page with previous winners of Salida Soup.  Thank you 
Salida Soup! 
 

Thank you to everyone who made an additional donation on 
May 30

th
 during our 5

th
 Sunday Giving Opportunity. These 

donations were dedicated to the Raft Guide Dinners and it 
will help us so much this summer!  
 

If you would like to make a donation to this outreach, please 
write “Raft Guide Dinners” on the memo line of your check. 
You may drop off your check or mail it to the church:  
       Salida UMC     PO Box 945      Salida, CO 81201 
 

Each week, there will be many other ways to help support 
this outreach. We will need volunteers during the days 
leading up to each Wednesday and then at various times 
during Wednesday. Just so you know, Set-up outside will 
happen in the mid-afternoon each week, our showers are 
available to the guides beginning at 5:30pm and dinner is 
served at 7:00pm. Take down and clean-up occurs about 
8:30pm. 
 

Please let the office know if you are interested in helping and 
if so, when! We’re all in this together and learning so much! 
(719) 539-2755; office@salidaumc.org 
 

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND OUR NEXT PLANNING 
MEETING FOR THE RAFT GUIDE DINNERS  

AFTER WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP (11:15-12:15) ON  
SUNDAY, JUNE 6TH – CENTURY HALL & ZOOM 

 

Please keep the “Raft Guide Dinners”  
in your prayers!  Thank You! 

 

 

 
Liturgist Schedule for June & July 2021 

 

June 6 Mike Orrill 
June 13 Phil Harsh 
June 20 Jim Oberheide 
June 27 Claudia Keim 
July 4 Tina Oberheide 
July 11 David Hearn 
July 18 Robin Fladebo 
July 25 Ed Brummel  

_____________________________________ 
 

…TO EVERYONE WHO 
HELPED ON OUR MAY 
26TH CHURCH WORK 
DAY! SO MANY 
PROJECTS WERE 

COMPLETED, BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE 
OF THE CHURCH. IF YOU HAVEN’T 
ALREADY, PLEASE TAKE A LOOK AROUND 
AND SEE PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENTS 
AND OUR BEAUTIFUL GARDENS!  

http://www.salidasoup.org/
mailto:office@salidaumc.org
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WINDOWS RESTORATION UPDATE 
 

Please Stayed Tuned… We recently heard 

from Denver Art Glass and they have 

completed the restoration process on the 

glass of our D Street Window.  They are in 

the process of fabricating the new wood 

moldings.  When that process is complete, 

we’ll be able to schedule a date for the 

installation of our restored window!  

Oh my, won’t that be a day to celebrate!! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to 

our Windows Restoration Program.  With 

your generous financial help and the grant 

we received from the State Historic Fund it 

was possible!  We’ll keep you posted! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


