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Pastor’s Ponderings

Church e-mail: office@salidaumc.org

maybe they’re even lazy. Others view dreamers in a
more positive light, as visionaries and leaders toward
a better future. Dreamers in the Scriptures have been
viewed in both ways as they navigated through trials
and looked forward to brighter futures.

“When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were
like those who dream…” Psalm 126:1
By the time this article hits the Monitor, Thanksgiving will
be behind us. As a Pastor, that means it is time to move
on to Advent. I often struggle figuring out what to preach
during Advent. You may be
thinking, duh Mel, you preach
about the birth of Jesus. Well that
is true but the pressure is that
everyone knows what is coming in
that story! So, I try to craft my
Advent sermons so that we are
talking about the birth of Jesus but
also weaving in other things. Last
year I preached on some favorite
Christmas hymns which by the
way are often not about Christmas
at all. A few years before that I preached about
Christmas and Sabbath. (Have I mentioned that I have a
soft spot for Sabbath?) This year I had no ideas.

As I have been preparing for these sermons, I have
asked myself what kind of dreamer I am. I had a very
pleasant dream last night. It was
of a much happier time and I
honestly did not want to wake up
and face the reality that those
days are behind me. That is not
the kind of dreamer I want to be,
one that longs to stay asleep in
order to hold on to something that
is fleeting. Rather, I want to be a
dreamer that wakes up with a
dream of better days and stays
“woke” as I do the hard work to
make that dream a reality. These are the kinds of
dreamers I have found in the Christmas story and I
believe these are the kinds of dreamers we need, as
we face these very difficult days.

Thankfully, the Lectionary came to my rescue this year.
If you are not familiar with what the Lectionary is, it is a
three year cycle of suggested texts that can be used to
guide preachers in their sermons. If you preach from the
Lectionary you will basically preach through the story of
the Bible during the three year cycle. Call me a rebel,
but I rarely preach from the Lectionary. However, this
year for Advent, the suggested texts focus on the
dreamers in the Christmas story and I am running with
that idea in a series titled: Those Who Dream.

I would love to invite you to join me this Advent
season, to remember the dreamers that we find in the
Christmas story and become a dreamer yourself.
While we are not currently meeting in person for
services, please join us for worship streaming online
at Salida United Methodist Church Facebook page, or
visit our website: www.salidaumc.org, as we dream of
new ways to be a part of the story of Advent and
Christmas 2020.
Blessings to all you dreamers in the coming days of
celebration.

What I believe is interesting about those labeled
dreamers is that at times dreamers can be viewed as
positive or negative based on the context. Some people
view dreamers negatively as people that are not plugged
into reality, that they have their heads in the clouds or

Be the church,
Mel
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Communion Sundays
December 6th & January 3rd
Whether our worship services are
available online or in person, we
will participate in Communion on
the first Sunday of each month!
We will use the same disposable
communion sets for our online
and in-person services, providing
a safe Communion experience.

DECEMBER & JANUARY
CELEBRATIONS

For those of you who live locally, we are happy to provide
you with a supply of Communion elements for your
convenience. Feel free to call the office and leave a
message or you can call or text Pastor Mel and we will be
sure to get the Communion elements to you. You are
always welcome to stop by the church to pick up your
supply.

Birthdays
December 1
December 1
December 2
December 6
December 8
December 8
December 11
December 13
December 14
December 14
December 22
December 27
December 30
January 2
January 11
January 11
January 12
January 16
January 22
January 23
January 29
Anniversaries
December 8
December 18
December 23
December 28
January 1
January 6

Julie Moss
Julia (Judy) Litz
Larry Williams
Susie Brown
Julia Hanks
Gayla Dunning
Cynthia Hearn
Gloria Mattix
Ed Brummel
Janice Montgomery
Kay Cheaney
Janet Murphy
Meryl Ann Giles
Fred Jackson
Linda Bergstrom
Eric Talla
Leon Stanton
Christine Richardson
Karen Yerkey
Jean Rodenbeck
Judy Naviaux

You are welcome to provide your own Communion
elements. All Communion elements will be blessed during
the service.

INTRODUCING A NEW GIFT IDEA ….
AND A NEW FUNDRAISER FOR OUR CHURCH!
Thank you to Judy Sprague for permission in using her
gorgeous artwork in the making of these unique 4 x 5
notecards, as a timely fundraiser for our church.

Gayle & Jim Greene
Julia & John Hanks
Eric & Judy Talla
Jeannie & Rob Coe
Mary & Bill Reeves
Judy & Ralph Eyler

Request from Licia: Please be sure to let the office know

FEEL FREE TO STOP BY THE CHURCH TO PURCHASE.
CALL OR EMAIL THE OFFICE TO PLACE AN ORDER.
Due to COVID concerns, we are happy
to mail your order to you, if you prefer.

about the dates of the birthdays and anniversaries
in your family! We love to celebrate such joys!

Single Cards: $5/ea

Our next Finance Committee Meeting
is on Tuesday, December 1st at
1:30pm. We will be meeting
in the Basement for this meeting.

1 Box of 5 Cards: $20

(Shipping costs will be added to your order.)

Checks may be made out to: Salida UMC
Please write: “Notecards” on the memo line.
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WORSHIP SERVICES will be held ONLINE Only
until further notice - Our Sunday Morning Worship
Services are held at 10:30am and can also be seen on
Facebook Live visible on our church Facebook page and
also on YouTube. The live broadcasts may be viewed on
your computer, tablet or on your smart phone, in the
comfort of your own home.
Just go to the Salida United Methodist Church Facebook
page on Sunday mornings at 10:30AM and you will find
the Live Feed there. YOU CAN ALSO find our
Facebook page through the “Salida UMC Facebook” link
at the top left hand corner of the HOME page of our
website: www.salidaumc.org. You can also find the
YouTube link on our website, on the Video Sermons
page, along with previous sermons.
During the worship service, you will have the opportunity
to comment, engage in exchanges with Pastor Mel,
experience amazing music provided by Rod, Mary and
Bob and you’ll have a chance to share your Joys and
Concerns.

Mark your calendars!!

If you have a prayer request that you would like to share
with us please either text it directly to Pastor Mel at
(505) 320-9107 or you can email it to the office:
office@salidaumc.org and Licia will get it to her. Please
note that prayer requests shared online will be public. If
you have a private prayer request that you do not want
shared during the Live Broadcast, please be sure to let
us know that you want it to remain private and we will
absolutely respect that. You may also call the church
office (719) 539-2755, before 10:30am and give the
prayer request to Licia…to give to Pastor Mel. Sending it
in earlier than Sunday morning is also a good plan.

On December 11 at 7pm, the newly formed Greater
Arkansas Valley Chamber Choir and Orchestra will live
stream a concert of holiday music from the Clearview
Community Church in Buena Vista.
Under the enthusiastic direction of Brandon Chism, the
program features Antonio Vivaldi’s “Gloria” and Handel’s
"Hallelujah Chorus”.
A wide variety of familiar holiday classics will round out
the program. An unusual arrangement of “Silent Night”
using Bach’s Prelude in C for the piano accompaniment
and a lively rendition of “O Come All Ye Faithful” will be
followed by “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” and
the reassuring lullaby, “All Is Well”.

On the first Sunday of the month, Pastor Mel will
facilitate Communion during the virtual service. We have
sealed Communion cups and wafers that are available
to our local participants. Those outside of our local area
are invited to provide their own elements to be blessed
for Communion.

An 11 piece orchestra, consisting of strings, flute, brass,
percussion and keyboard will accompany the 16 voice
choir.

We continue to be in conversation to determine if we can
continue to safely meet in person for our worship
services. Weekly email reminders about the services will
notify you if worship is meeting in person the following
Sunday.

We are all missing the joy and inspiration that comes
from live performances, especially during the upcoming
holidays. Let the streamed music of the Greater
Arkansas Valley Chamber Choir and Orchestra fill your
hearts and bring you peace during these difficult times.
Join us on December 11 at 7pm.

If you are not currently receiving our emails, please send
Licia an email in the church office to be added to this
group list. The office email address is:
office@salidaumc.org .
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 Mike Orrill – Our prayers of peace and condolences go out to

Sharing Our Prayers, Praise,
Needs & Celebrations

Mike & Bev Orrill and their family as Mike’s mother recently
passed away in Florida.

 Perry Reid – Please pray for Licia’s brother, Perry, as he had a

hip replacement on Monday, Nov. 30th and is currently
recovering.
 Sabrina Biery – Having recently relocated to Boulder, she asks
for prayers for protection, grace and miracles of open doors for
her and others seeking the best living situation.

Please continue to hold these prayer requests deep within
your heart. We will keep you posted, as we know more:

 Rich & Susan Little – Please keep both Rich & Susan in your

prayers as they navigate the road necessary for Rich to restore
his health. They appreciate all the prayers and welcome your
calls, texts and emails.

 Julia Litz – Please continue to pray for Julia’s family and

friends as they navigate their lives following Julia’s passing in
early November. Here is Julia’s obituary. Julia was a beloved
member of our church and is deeply missed.

 Ginny Cunningham – Please continue to keep Ginny in your
prayers as she recovers from her cervical spinal surgery.

Julia Litz

 Judy Eyler – Please keep Judy in your prayers as she is

December 1, 1932 ~ November 1, 2020 (age 87)

recovering from her knee replacement surgery!

 Gwen Rich – Gwen is Dick & Lori Isenberger’s daughter who lives

Julia "Judy" Meredith Litz, "The Sunflower from the
Sunflower State", 87, died
November 1, 2020, at her
home in Salida, Colorado with
daughters Kay and Trisha at
her side.

in Illinois. 8 years ago, Gwen had an initial diagnosis of Stage 4
Breast Cancer. If you’ve had the pleasure of meeting Gwen, or
knowing of her story, then you know she is an amazing person.
Recently, Gwen was hospitalized where they discovered the
cancer has metastasized to her small intestine/stomach area. She
is home now and continuing an extensive course of treatment to
manage this new development. Gwen appreciates your prayers
and so do Dick and Lori.
 Sue & Skip Glasgow – Congratulations to Skip and Sue as they
recently welcomed a new granddaughter to their family. Aleta Mae,
known now as “Letty”, was born on November 7th.

Julia was born in Eureka,
Kansas December 1, 1932 to
Adelia and Creet Meredith.
She worked mostly in the oil
and gas industry, and for the
District Attorney when living in Summit County, CO.

 Sue & Skip Glasgow’s daughter, Gina - Recently, Gina was

She met and married her husband of 48 years, Paul K.
Litz, while in Casper, WY. The couple had three
daughters: Susan (Lindsay) Boyd, of Wood Dale, IL, Kay,
and Patricia "Trisha" - both of Salida, CO. Paul's work
took the family to Libya, Colombia, and Northglenn, CO.
Upon retirement, Julia and Paul moved to their cabin in
Summit County, CO.

hospitalized briefly following the birth of her daughter due to an
infection. She is now home and doing well. She is making up
precious snuggle time with her baby, Letty! Skip & Sue are
treasuring the FaceTime video calls with this precious family.

 Janet Murphy – Please keep Janet in your prayers as she was

recently diagnosed with COVID-19. Janet lives at an assisted living
facility in Castle Rock. Please pray for all the residents, staff and
medical personnel caring for them. Many of you know Janet, as she
and her husband, Dick are long time members of our church. Dick
passed away many years ago. If you would like to mail Janet a
card, please mail it to:
Janet Murphy
Brookside Inn Suite
1291 So. Perry St. A-7
Castle Rock, CO 80104

In 2001 they moved to Salida. In Salida Julia was active
in many organizations including the Methodist Church
choir, Notables choral group, Salida SteamPlant Event
Center, Salida Aspen Concerts, Salida PEO organization,
and played roles in a number of productions of the Stage
Left Theatre Company. She very much enjoyed the
beauty of the mountains, and visiting with friends.
Julia was preceded in death by her husband, parents,
and siblings Marion Whiles, Dorothy Roberson, Roger,
and Dale. She is survived by her daughters, and sisters
Nancy Stuber and Teresa Kosel. A celebration of Julia's
life will be scheduled at a later date. Memorial donations
to the organizations Julia was involved in, Ark Valley
Helping Hands, Ark-Valley Humane Society, or the
HRRMC Foundation (hospice), would be greatly
appreciated.

 From Licia – Thank you to everyone for your prayers for Wayne’s

brother, Ron Iverson. Ron was recently hospitalized in Duluth,
MN, for about 3 weeks with Guillain-Barre’s Syndrome. Just prior
to leaving the hospital, he incurred a terrible infection in his knee
which required a couple of emergency surgeries. Ron is now
home, continuing his IV antibiotic therapy and going to physical.
therapy twice a week. He is making great progress and is thankful
for all the prayers.

Please send your prayer requests, updates, celebrations
and announcements to Licia at: office@salidaumc.org

 Jeff Campbell – Please pray for Jeff as he recently had

orthoscopic surgery on his knee. His recovery is going well.
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2021
Our Stewardship 2021 letters and pledge
commitment cards were mailed out at the end of
October and we held our Commitment Sunday on
Sunday, November 22nd.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
The Shower Ministry occurs at the Salida Methodist
Church every Monday and Thursday from 1:00 – 3:30
PM. Volunteers are always needed to see that things
run smoothly, that all who come in are served in a timely
fashion.

If you still have your pledge card, please return it at
your earliest convenience. If you did not receive a
pledge card and you want one, please let us know
and we will get one to you. Information is also
available in our church office and on the information
table in Century Hall.

As a volunteer you would be responsible for welcoming
people who come in to shower, explaining guidelines that
need to be followed and making sure that everyone has
a towel and necessary shower items (shampoo, soap
etc). Donations of toiletries are always appreciated!

If you are unable to attend on Commitment Sunday, o
haven’t mailed your pledge card in yet, you may mail
it to: Salida United Methodist Church, PO Box 945,
Salida, CO; Attention: Paul Wilson.

Volunteers are also responsible for making sure the
shower area is clean before, during and after the time
they are there. Proper COVID measures are followed
by guests and volunteers.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration regarding
your financial support of our church for this next
year. It is through your generosity, that we are able to
do God’s work through this beautiful community of
faith.

Thank you for considering helping with this important
ministry. Nothing feels better than a warm shower, clean
hair perhaps a fresh shave! Many of the guests that
come in to shower are living in their cars/trucks or
perhaps a tent where showering is not an option.

Please know that your pledge information is held in
strict confidence. If you have any questions, please
speak with our Finance Secretary: Paul Wilson.

For more information or to volunteer for this important,
much needed ministry contact Mike Orrill 719-221-5418
/morrill@chaffeecounty.org.

You may reach Paul via email at: pwilson54@aol.com
or call on his cell: (719) 221-1923.
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An important letter from our Bishop….

Bishop’s Letter continued on pg. 7…..
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Bishop’s Letter continued from pg. 6…..

While we are not offering in-person worship
services until sometime after the first of the year,
we will make every effort to create meaningful online
worship services for your safe viewing pleasure.
Watch for more information to come about a very special,
COVID protocol friendly Christmas Eve Worship Experience
to be held on Christmas Eve afternoon & evening.
You will have an opportunity to visit the sanctuary, as individuals
and/or with your family, and participate in
a personal, candle lighting worship experience.
May this Holy Season provide you and your family
with expected and unexpected blessings!
We love you and we miss you….
Salida United Methodist Church
7
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YOU CAN PURCHASE THESE GIFT CARDS…AS GIFTS…WITH YOUR SAFEWAY RELOADABLE CARDS!
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Due to COVID-19, our office
hours are subject to change.
Please email Pastor Mel at
uthminmel@hotmail.com
Licia at office@salidaumc.org

Or leave a message at the office:
719-539-2755
HIKE CHURCH WILL SCHEDULE HIKES
ON AN OCCASIONAL SATURDAY MORNING,
WEATHER PERMITTING! PLEASE BE SURE
YOU ARE ON OUR EMAIL LIST TO RECEIVE
NOTIFICATION OF THESE EVENTS. Send us
your contact info to: office@salidaumc.org

If you have any questions, please call or text
Pastor Mel (505) 320-9107 or email her at:
uthminmel@hotmail.com

Hand Chime
Hiatus
For the health and safety of everyone involved,
the hand chime choir will be talking a break.
We will resume our rehearsals when it is safe to do so.
Thank you for your patience.

_______________________________________
Thank You to
Maggie, Thomas,
Mary and Scott
Sandell for this
wonderful Advent
Calendar that will
hang on our
church office door
during Advent.
Adding a
cottonball to
Santa’s beard,
each day, will help
to count down the
days of Advent!
Love,
Licia
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WE DID IT!!!
Thank you for making this possible…
In January 2015, the
church began the
construction of a
parsonage, intended
to provide housing
for future pastors.
The construction was
completed in July
2015.

Thanks to the generosity of SO many of you, we
have been able to increase our assistance to
local individuals and families in need through
our Safeway Gift Card Program.
As of the end of November 2020, we have
distributed 408 - $25 Safeway Gift Cards, for
the value of $10,200 during our weekly
distribution this year.
In addition, we have provided over $500 in
other forms of assistance, meeting other needs,
of individuals and families in our community.
Your tax-deductible contributions to the
Samaritan Fund is a tremendous way to help
those in need in our community. Those who
benefit from this outreach are incredibly
grateful.

In November 2020, we had the great joy of paying
off our Parsonage Mortgage Loan at High Country
Bank! This 15 yr. mortgage for $204,000 was
satisfied in a little over 5 years! Woo Hoo!!!
We are so grateful for all the ways our church
community helped to finance our Parsonage, which
is located in Poncha Springs. We wished we could
have had a large gathering and open house at the
parsonage to celebrate. But instead, due to COVID
safety concerns, we honored this huge
accomplishment during the Worship Service on,
November 22nd. You can see this on our Video
Sermons page on the church website,
www.salidaumc.org. We’ll be celebrating this
important milestone for months to come!
Thank you everyone who shared their memories and
stories of the early days of building the parsonage. A
special thank you to Rev. Calob Rundell who
contributed a video piece which we shared during
the Nov. 22nd worship service & online celebration,
as he was the first pastor to live in the new
parsonage in July 2015. Thank you to Pastor Mel for
doing such a nice job presenting our church’s
journey to this great accomplishiment.

If you have any questions, please speak to
Pastor Mel or Licia in the office. Contact us at
the church office: (719) 539-2755 or church
email: office@salidaumc.org.

Completing this tremendous financial commitment,
allows us to welcome the opportunity to dream of
new ministries and programs to use these funds for!
So, stay tuned!

2021 is sure to bring great things!
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