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First United Methodist Church of Salida    
                 “Love, Live, Give As You Have Received”                 

 

                              4th & D Streets (P.O. Box 945)   

                                                                                                     Salida, CO 81201      (719) 539-2755   
     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

Ministers: Everyone; Pastor: Melinda Roberts 719-539-2755 (O), 505-320-9107 (C); 

Office Administrator: Licia Iverson; Accompanist: Rod Schleicher; Choir Director: Mary Sandell 970-217-0051 

Co-Lay Leaders: Burrell & Sherry Welton: Burrell 719-660-1652, Sherry 480-298-3132;  

C0-Church Council Chair: Elaine Adams 719-539-1237 and Eduardo Brummel 719-539-9332;  

Treasurer: Randy Bergstrom 719-539-5305; Finance Secretary: Paul Wilson 719-221-1923 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@salidaumc.org         Church website: www.salidaumc.org         Church e-mail: office@salidaumc.org 
 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 
 
 

Does anyone remember how we started off 2020?  I 
vaguely remember preaching a sermon series called 
“20/20 Vision”.  That seems hazy in my memory as if it 
were a lifetime ago, but I’m sure it happened.  I don’t 
really expect you to remember the details, but it was a 
sermon series on the life and leadership of Nehemiah.  
Nehemiah took it upon himself to lead 
the people of Israel in rebuilding 
Jerusalem following many years 
damage and disrepair. 
 

I have always been inspired by the 
story of Nehemiah.  Coming out of that 
visioning series in mid-February, I was 
excited about building upon what we 
have here at Salida UMC as well as 
building a few new things.  I vaguely 
remember getting a few folks signed up 
to serve as a visioning team as we 
began to dream about what ministry would look like in 
the new decade.  That team never got to start talking 
about new dreams before a new and pervasive reality 
turned everything we have ever known about church and 
ministry, upside down.   We have been playing catch up 
ever since.  Waiting, hoping and praying that we could 
get back to what we had rather than dreaming about a 
future.  
  

I’m feeling like we are now reentering the story of 
Nehemiah from the beginning as we are creeping closer 
to the end of the first year of this new decade.  The story 
of Nehemiah begins with weeping and grief.   If you 
recall, again I don’t really expect you to, Nehemiah spent 
at least five months grieving after hearing the reports of a 
broken-down Jerusalem.  Grief for five months? Let’s 
see; April, May, June, July, August…that’s at least five 
months we have been grieving.  Check.  What’s next in  
 

 
the story?  Nehemiah started to talk to King 
Artaxerxes about going to Jerusalem to rebuild.   
When he got to the city, he had a plan in his head but 
before proceeding, he did something extremely 
important.  He went out and surveyed the city… 
physically.  He did not rely on the reports that he had 
heard but went to go see for himself.  He also began 
to talk to the people who had been living in Jerusalem 

or had returned.  After that, he got to work 
and rebuilt Jerusalem with the people. 
 

Visioning for the future starts with talking 
and gathering information.  That might be 
an easy next step for us if we could get 
together for a potluck and town hall 
meeting like we did at the beginning of the 
year! Alas, that is not in the foreseeable 
future. I want you instead to watch for a 
survey that we will be sending out about 
next steps. We ask that you complete this 
survey and return it to us in the self-

addressed, stamped envelope that will be provided.  
We need your input on reopening and what ministry 
looks like going forward.   
 

I am also going to be making several phone calls over 
the next several weeks to check in with the folks that I 
have not been able to see over these many months.  I 
need to hear your voices as I process your written 
surveys and comments.  Contacting everyone is a big 
process and it will take time for me to get through our 
database.  If you get impatient about me getting in 
touch with you and want to call me with your two 
cents about going forward, I will welcome that as well!  
Be prayerful and be ready to help us gather the 
information, opinions and insight we need as we start 
over with a new dream and 20/20 Vision. 
 

Be the church, 
Mel 
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SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays   

  September 3  Jeff Campbell 
  September 9  Rich Little 
  September 11  Jeannie Coe 
  September 11  Rod Plinske 
  September 11  Maggie Sandell 
  September 13  Ginny Biglow 
  September 16   Mary Lou McCausey 
  September 19  Cindy Wilson 
  September 22  Norma Smith 
  October 4  Jack Gordon 
  October 4  Nancy Peters 
  October 5  Thomas Sandell 
  October 8  Barb Zechman 
  October 15  Cindy Tietz 
  October 16  Norma Ricketts 
  October 19  Lori Isenberger 
  October 19  Cheryl Huntington 
  October 22  Rhonda Plinske 
  October 24  Kay Goble 
  October 30  Anita Scanga               

 Anniversaries 
  September 17   Barbara & Larry Williams 
  September 18 Ginny & Jerry Cunningham 
  September 25  Randy & Linda Bergstrom 
  October 4 Mary & Robin McConathy 
     

Request from Licia: Please be sure to let the office know 
about the dates of the birthdays and anniversaries 

in your family! We love to celebrate such joys! 
 

 
 
 

Join Us for Hike Church! 
 Two Saturdays in September 

~ Save these Dates ~ 
September 12 & 26 at 9:00am 

(Specific trails yet to be determined) 

Information about our next hike will be 
available soon! Watch for reminder 

emails, visit the  
“On the Trail” Facebook Page  

(be sure to “Like” the page) and/or sign 
up to receive text reminders about  

Hike Church by texting:  
@thetrail to 81010.   

For more info, call Mel at (505) 320-9107 or 
email her at: uthminmel@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

Please hear this 

heartfelt  

“Thank You” 

 to everyone 

who has supported, 

and continues to 

support, our church during these most unusual times.  

With your contributions we’ve been able to continue to 

meet all of our financial obligations, increase available 

giving through our Samaritan Fund Safeway Gift Card 

Program (helping individuals and families in need), 

provide and improve online worship services and 

maintain all continued lines of communication to our 

church family, via the Monitor, emails, phone calls and 

keeping office hours during the week.   We look 

forward to the day when we can be together as a faith 

community, inside the sanctuary, for an in-person 

worship experience.  Thank you God for all these 

things… and so much more! 
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Sharing Our Prayers,  
Praise, Needs & Celebrations 

 

 

Please continue to hold these prayer requests deep within 
your heart. We will keep you posted, as we know more:  
 
 

 Message From Barb & Larry Williams – “To our amazing church 
family, This is to all of you that sent prayers, cards and kind 
thoughts our way over the last two months.  The fact that you 
supported us is so greatly appreciated. I had my surgery on August 
17th. The procedure went well.  I had minimal pain and have 
recovered well. We still have not received the biopsy report but 
expect the follow up will be having checks done every three 
months. We would love to visit and see everyone but as you know, 
we are at the dictates of the virus.  In the meantime, we will have to 
be satisfied with joining you for Sunday services on YouTube. In 
the meantime, you are with us in our hearts.  
With Gratitude and Love, Barb and Larry.” 
 

 Prayers for Marte Kelley’s Son, Patrick – On Sunday, August 
23rd during our live worship service, Marte Kelley asked that we lift 
up in praise that her son’s home was spared by the fire in 
California. The following day, she learned that they had received 
inaccurate information. Patrick’s home was lost in the fire. Please 
keep him, and all those affected by these devistating fires, deep 
within your prayers. We pray for Patrick as he navigates his next 
steps during this difficult time.  
 

 Congratuations to Isaac Foreman – Please join us in 
congratulating Isaac on his graduation from Texas Christian 
University. Isaac has reecently moved to New York City, NY, to 
pursue a Master of Music degree in Piano Performance at The 
Juilliard School this fall. Isaac and his wonderful family are 
treasured friends of Salida UMC. We have always looked forward 
to their visits during the summer when they would come to Salida. 
Isaac grew up playing our church pipe organ and has shared his 
gifts and talents with us in many ways. In the past, he has 
performed during our Sunday services, held fundraising concerts 
on behalf of our pipe organ fund and performed an afternoon 
concert for and presented to young children from local preschools 
and our of local Boys and Girls Club. 
 

 Pray for the Family and Friends of Parker Thayer – Please hold 
the family and friends of Parker Thayer deep within your prayers.  
Parker, 19 yr. old and son of Don & Susan Thayer, passed away on 
August 7th following an accident while on vacation with his family. 
Parker’s father, Don, is the Senior Pastor at Grace Church. May 
God’s Grace surround their family and all their friends as they 
greive the passing of Parker and find strength and sustaining love, 
as they navigate this difficult time. 
 

 Celebration Info From Sue Glasgow: We were able to visit with 
Skip’s mother, Harriet, at the Bridge in Alamosa to celebrate her 
103rd birthday on August 26th! Skip’s sister, Kathie, was also able to 
join us as we celebrated her 76th birthday, which was the same day 
as Harriet’s.   

 Prayer Request From Meg Brown: My dad, James 
Anderson passed away during the last week of August. 
Prayers for our family would be greatly appreciated. 
 

 Daniella Riggio is asking for prayers for her friend, Rachel, 
who had a miscarriage in February, then her father passed 
away two weeks later and now her mother has been admitted 
to the hospital. Daniella asks, “Please pray that the doctors 
are able to find out what’s going on and that she recovers 
quickly. And that Rachel has comfort and finds peace.” 
 

 Thank You to Ken Leisher & Jerry Cunningham for driving 
to Hotchkiss, CO in mid-August to pick up and deliver our 
peach order to us!  Once again, the peaches were delicious 
and it was wonderful to have this simple reminder of a 
summer delight. Our peach provider was very grateful for our 
orders!  

 

 Prayers requested for all those affected by Hurricane Laura 
and the recent impact on the Texas - Louisiana border. If you 
would like to make a donation, please consider making a 
donation to UMCOR. UMCOR is the Methodist Church’s 
disaster relief fund, where 100% of your gift goes directly to 
assistance. You may go directly to www.umcor.org to make 
your donation or you may write a check to Salida UMC and 
list UMCOR on the memo line.  We will make your donation 
for you and gift will be reflected on your giving statement. 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Please send your prayer requests, updates, celebrations 

and announcements to Licia at: office@salidaumc.org 

Communion Sundays 

September 6th & October 4th  
 

Even during our online worship 
services, we are participating 
in Communion on the first 
Sunday of each month! 
 

For those of you who live 
locally, we are happy to 
provide you with a supply of Communion elements 
for your convenience.  Feel free to call the office and 
leave a message or you can call or text Pastor Mel 
and we will be sure to get the Communion elements 
to you.  You are always welcome to stop by the 
church to pick up your supply. 

 

You are welcome to provide your own Communion 
elements.  All Communion elements will be blessed 
during the service. 

http://www.umcor.org/
mailto:office@salidaumc.org
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Remember …Our Safeway gift cards are 
still available for you to purchase for your use 
or as a gift to someone else in need!  
 

Please consider using our Safeway gift cards for all your 
purchases at Safeway.  You can also use Safeway cards to 
purchase other gift cards for your gift giving… any time 
of the year. Your Safeway card can also be used at the 
Safeway pharmacy.  
 

You may purchase a reloadable gift card for $10 and it 
has $10 available on it.  Then just have the cashier, 
before scanning your items, add your desired amount to 
the gift card and you’re ready to go!  You can also do this 
at the Customer Service desk before shopping!  We also 
have Safeway gift cards available in the office in 
denominations of $25, $50 and $100.   
 

 

Our church receives 5% of your purchases. This is a  
very convenient fundraiser for our church and your 
participation is greatly appreciated!  
 

Your Safeway card can be used at any Albertsons, 
Safeway, Randalls, Tom Thumb, Pavilions, Vons, Carrs, 
Shaw’s, Star Market, Jewel-Osco and Acme Markets. 
 

If you have questions please contact Kay Cheaney at 
(405) 334-6011 or kcheaney@att.net. To arrange a time 
to pick up your cards, just contact the office at (719) 
539-2755 or office@salidaumc.org and let us know what 
you need.  Checks may be made out to Salida UMC with 
“Safeway Cards” written on the memo line.  Thank You! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On September 6th, our worship service 
time will return to 10:30AM and Fellowhip 

Time will return to 12:00PM. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES - Until further notice, our 
Sunday Morning Worship Services will be held at 
10:30am on Facebook Live visible on our church 
Facebook page and also on YouTube. The live 
broadcasts may be viewed on your computer, tablet or 
on your smart phone, in the comfort of your own home. 
 

Just go to the Salida United Methodist Church Facebook 
page on Sunday mornings at 10:30AM and you will find 
the Live Feed there.  YOU CAN ALSO find our 
Facebook page through the “Salida UMC Facebook” link 
at the top left hand corner of the HOME page of our 
website: www.salidaumc.org.   
 

During the worship service, you will have the opportunity 
to comment, engage in exchanges with Pastor Mel, 
experience amazing music provided by Rod, Mary and 
Bob and you’ll have a chance to share your Joys and 
Concerns. 
 

If you have a prayer request that you would like to share 
with us please either text it directly to Pastor Mel at 
(505) 320-9107 or you can email it to the office: 
office@salidaumc.org and Licia will get it to her. Please 
note that prayer requests shared online will be public. If 
you have a private prayer request that you do not want 
shared during the Live Broadcast, please be sure to let 
us know that you want it to remain private and we will 
absolutely respect that. You may also call the church 
office (719) 539-2755, before 10:30am and give the 
prayer request to Licia…to give to Pastor Mel. 
   
On the first Sunday of the month, Pastor Mel will 
facilitate Communion during the virtual service. We have 
sealed Communion cups and wafers that are available 
to our local participants. Those outside of our local area 
are invited to provide their own elements to be blessed 
for Communion. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME - Each WEEK, on Sundays 
AFTER worship, please join our Fellowship Time at 
12:00pm on Zoom.  If you don’t already have Zoom, 
please download it to your computer or your cell phone.   
 

In order for you to receive the online invitation to join this 
gathering, we will need to have your email in the office.  
So, if you are not currently receiving the church emails, 
please be sure to call the office and give us your email 
address. We’ll add you to the list! 
 

If you have not ever used Zoom before, please do 
the following:  Go to www.zoom.us and download 
Zoom for Meetings onto your computer or your cell 
phone so you can participate on ZOOM! This is a FREE 
software that will work just fine for you…you do not need 
to pay for any of the software.  Follow the cues for 
setting up your program.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Mel: (505) 320-1907 or you can call the 
church office (719) 539-2755 for assistance. 

mailto:kcheaney@att.net
mailto:office@salidaumc.org
http://www.salidaumc.org/
mailto:office@salidaumc.org
http://www.zoom.us/


6 

 

SHOWER MINISTRY 
 

Thank you to Mike Orrill/Chaffee 
County Public Health and the 
volunteers from Salida United 

Methodist Church, First Presbyterian 
Church and First Christian Church 
for sustaining this Shower Ministry. 

We appreciate you!  
We are proud to provide this support 
to our community members in need!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’re Invited!! 
 

Church-Wide Social Distancing  

Bring Your Own Picnic! 
 

Sunday, September 13th @ 6:00 pm 
 

Join us at Debbie & Fred Jackson’s Home 
(6555 Ridge Rd. in Salida)  

for our second social distancing picnic!  
We will bring the drinks, if you will bring 

yourselves, your camp chairs, your picnic 
 and the great conversations.  

 

 Please remember to also pack a facemask 
and practice safe Covid etiquette  

for the comfort level of others.  
Call the office for more info. 

(719) 539-2755  office@salidaumc.org 
 

Thank you, in advance, to:  
Fred & Debbie Jackson!  

This is going to be so much fun! 
We hope you can be there!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

 NEXT Finance Meeting  
 Thursday, September 24th at 1:30pm 

 NEXT Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday, September 29th at 3:00pm   

mailto:office@salidaumc.org

