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First United Methodist Church of Salida    
                 “Love, Live, Give As You Have Received”                 

 

                              4th & D Streets (P.O. Box 945)  

Salida, CO 81201      (719) 539-2755          

                                                                                                                                                                                                               Photo by:  Licia Iverson 
 

Ministers: Everyone; Pastor: Melinda Roberts 719-539-2755 (O), 505-320-9107 (C); 

Office Administrator: Licia Iverson; Accompanist: Rod Schleicher; Choir Director: Mary Sandell 970-217-0051 

Co-Lay Leaders: Burrell & Sherry Welton: Burrell 719-660-1652, Sherry 480-298-3132;  

C0-Church Council Chair: Elaine Adams 719-539-1237 and Eduardo Brummel 719-539-9332;  

Treasurer: Randy Bergstrom 719-539-5305; Finance Secretary: Paul Wilson 719-221-1923 

Pastor’s e-mail:  pastor@salidaumc.org         Church website: www.salidaumc.org         Church e-mail: office@salidaumc.org 
 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 
 
 

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do 
not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 
words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of God.”      Romans 8:26-27 
 

A few weeks ago, I preached on the text 
that precedes the text above.  In that 
sermon, I spoke of the groanings that we 
are feeling at this moment in history.  
The prophet Isaiah, as well as Paul, 
describe the sufferings that their 
audiences were suffering through as 
well.  Both authors also compare the 
experience to childbirth.   
 

These writings were meant to be 
encouragement to each audience since 
the pain of childbirth leads to the hope found in new birth.  
Where the comparison breaks down, is that physical 
labor although intense, is measured in hours rather than 
days or weeks or months or years.  We are entering into 
our fifth month of groaning with no indication that an end 
is in sight.  This is the fifth newsletter in which I have 
tried to offer a word of encouragement in the midst of the 
groaning.  Intellectually, I know that there is a promise 
and hope of new birth that is coming.  
 

And like a woman who has been enduring an extended 
labor, I, and many of you, are tired and weak.  In my 
weakness the best that I can offer are the words above, 
from Romans.  When we are weak and no longer sure  
 

 
what to do, the Spirit of God offers help.  When we no 
longer know how to even pray, the Spirit of God  
intercedes on our behalf.  The thing that I find most 
encouraging in these verses is that the word 
describing the intercession is the same one that 
describes our own groaning. The Spirit of God is also 
groaning with us. For me that expresses solidarity 
between ourselves and the Spirit of God.  I can lean 
into that and I can be encouraged by the fact that I 

am being propped up by the Spirit 
of God that is acutely feeling and 
expressing my hurt, bewilderment 
and fear.  Which means to me, take 
a break from the groaning!  
 

I am often stubborn in following my 
own advice, but I am reporting that I 
hastily have put together a short 
vacation for Kasey and me for next 
week.  I need to take a break and 
allow the Spirit of God shoulders my 

groaning for a while.  I will be out of town after 
worship on Sunday, Aug. 2nd and we will return 
sometime on Thursday, August 6th.  
 

My encouragement to you is to also take a break and 
rely on the solidarity of the Spirit of God that 
intercedes for us when we are burned out, weak, and 
flat out of words.   
 

May you find rest in the solidarity with the Spirit of 
God that not only hears, but repeats our groanings. 
 

Be the church, 
Mel 
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AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 
CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays   

  August 2  Effie Crider 
  August 8  Barbara Williams 
  August 9  Julie Callahan 
  August 9  Dick Knostman 
  August 15  Bill Tulley 
  August 18  Alice Heusel 
  August 22  Lois Walrath 
  August 29  Raeann Shively 
  September 3  Jeff Campbell 
  September 9  Rich Little 
  September 11  Jeannie Coe 
  September 11  Rod Plinske 
  September 11  Maggie Sandell 
  September 13  Ginny Biglow 
  September 16   Mary Lou McCausey 
  September 19  Cindy Wilson 
  September 22  Norma Smith               

 Anniversaries 
  August 3 Fran & Bill Tulley 
  August 11 Ken & Julie Callahan 
  September 17   Barbara & Larry Williams 
  September 18 Ginny & Jerry Cunningham 
  September 25  Randy & Linda Bergstrom 
   

Request from Licia: Please be sure to let the office know 
about the dates of the birthdays and anniversaries 

in your family! We love to celebrate such joys! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Join Us for Hike Church! 
 Two Saturdays in August 

August 8th & 22nd at 9:00am 
 

Information about our next hike will be 
available soon!  

Watch for reminder emails, visit the 
“On the Trail” Facebook Page (be sure 
to “Like” the page) and/or sign up to 

receive text reminders about  
Hike Church by texting:  

@thetrail to 81010.   
For more info, call Mel at (505) 320-9107 or 

email her at: uthminmel@gmail.com.  
 

 

5
th
 Sunday Giving 
Sunday, August 30th 

 

Traditionally, when a 5th Sunday occurs in a 
month, you are invited to make an additional 
offering during our worship service, to benefit a 
designated outreach within the church or an 
agency within our community.  
 

For the August 30th – 5th Sunday giving 
opportunity, we ask that you consider donating 
directly to your choice of one of the many non-
profits, organizations, businesses, or individuals, 
in need in our community.   
 

These are indeed challenging times for many and 
your generosity will be greatly appreciated.   
 

If you want to make an additional donation within 
our church, you may make a donation to the 
Samaritan Fund, so that we may continue to help 
folks in need, in our community.  Checks may be 
made out to Salida UMC and “5th Sunday” written 
on the memo line. Those donations will be added 
to the Samaritan Fund. 
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WORSHIP SERVICES - Until further notice, our 
Sunday Morning Worship Services will be held at 9:30am 
(for August and then worship time changes to 10:30am in 
September) on Facebook Live visible on our church 
Facebook page and also on YouTube. The live 
broadcasts may be viewed on your computer, tablet or 
on your smart phone, in the comfort of your own home. 
 

Just go to the Salida United Methodist Church Facebook 
page on Sunday mornings at 9:30AM and you will find 
the Live Feed there.  YOU CAN ALSO find our 
Facebook page through the “Salida UMC Facebook” link 
at the top left hand corner of the HOME page of our 
website: www.salidaumc.org.   
 

During the worship service, you will have the opportunity 
to comment, engage in exchanges with Pastor Mel, 
experience amazing music provided by Rod, Mary and 
Bob and you’ll have a chance to share your Joys and 
Concerns. 
 

If you have a prayer request that you would like to share 
with us please either text it directly to Pastor Mel at 
(505) 320-9107 or you can email it to the office: 
office@salidaumc.org and Licia will get it to her. Please 
note that prayer requests shared online will be public. If 
you have a private prayer request that you do not want 
shared during the Live Broadcast, please be sure to let 
us know that you want it to remain private and we will 
absolutely respect that. You may also call the church 
office (719) 539-2755, before 9:30am and give the prayer 
request to Licia…to give to Pastor Mel. 
   
On the first Sunday of the month, Pastor Mel will facilitate 
Communion during the virtual service. We have sealed 
Communion cups and wafers that are available to our 
local participants. Those outside of our local area are 
invited to provide their own elements to be blessed for 
Communion. 
 

FELLOWSHIP TIME - Each WEEK, on Sundays 
AFTER worship, please join our Fellowship Time at 
11:00am on Zoom! (11:00am in August and 12:00pm in 
September) So… if you don’t already have Zoom, please 
download it to your computer or your cell phone.   
 

In order for you to receive the online invitation to join this 
gathering, we will need to have your email in the office.  
So, if you are not currently receiving the church emails, 
please be sure to call the office and give us your email 
address. We’ll add you to the list! 
 

If you have not ever used Zoom before, please do the 
following:  Go to www.zoom.us and download Zoom for 
Meetings onto your computer or your cell phone so you 

can participate on ZOOM! This is a FREE software 
that will work just fine for you…you do not need to 
pay for any of the software.  Follow the cues for 
setting up your program.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Mel: (505) 320-1907 or you can call 
the church office (719) 539-2755 for assistance. 
 
 

Sharing Our Prayers,  
Praise, Needs & Celebrations 

 

 

Please continue to hold these prayer requests deep within 
your heart. We will keep you posted, as we know more:  
 
 

 Barbara Williams – Please keep Barb in your prayers as she 
prepares for her surgery, scheduled for August 17th to remove 3 
small tumors from her bladder. Barb is very happy with her 
medical team and her doctors have been very encouraging. We 
will keep you posted as we know more. If you would like to mail 
Barb a card, their mailing address is:  

Barb & Larry Williams   
2520 International Circle Apt. 137   
Colorado Springs, CO 80910  
 

 Congratulations to Randy Bergstrom  - Randy officially 
retired from his corporate tax attorney position on July 15th! 
Please join us in congratulating him!  We pray that this time of 
adjustment, is one of joy and excitement as he becomes more 
available to enjoy this next chapter of Life! 
 

 Stained Glass Windows Restoration Project Update -  We 
are excited to now have a date for when the restoration project 
will begin on our historic D Street 12’ x 19’ stained glass 
window.  Denver Art Glass will be here on August 24th to begin 
removal of the window, which will take several days. The 
window will be carefully packed and transported to their studio 
in Denver where the full restoration process will take place over 
the winter months. 
 

 Tremendous Gratitude to Jerry & Phyllis Massee, who have 
worked tirelessly this last month to create our audio/visual 
platform in the back of the sanctuary, in preparation for our new 
equipment to be installed!  We have received some of our 
equipment and are waiting for the rest to arrive. There are so 
many moving parts to completing this project, but we’re very 
excited and hopeful about the improved quality of our online 
worship experience. 
 

 Skip & Sue Glasgow - We celebrate the exciting news that 
Skip and Sue are expecting a granddaughter in November! 

 

 Jeri Swann – We’re so grateful that Jeri’s recent elbow surgery 
was a success! Please continue to pray for her full recovery as 
she continues her physical therapy! 
 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Please send your prayer requests, updates, celebrations 

and announcements to Licia at: office@salidaumc.org 
 

http://www.salidaumc.org/
mailto:office@salidaumc.org
http://www.zoom.us/
mailto:office@salidaumc.org
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SMALL GROUP GATHERINGS  
SCHEDULED IN AUGUST 

 

Plan to attend our small group gatherings in August. 
These gatherings provide opportunity for meaningful 
conversation and connection, as we come together, 
wearing facemasks and keeping social distance, while 
being in physical presence of each other in our beloved 
church building.  
 

These small group gatherings are held in Century Hall at 
the church. Mel is hoping to schedule a small group 
gathering in Buena Vista. Please let her know if attending 
a group in BV is of interest to you. Space is limited at 
these gatherings, so please RSVP to the office and 
let us know when you’d like to attend.  
  

August Small Group Dates 

 Tuesday, August 18th at 2:00-3:00pm 

 Wednesday, August 19th at 6:00-7:00pm 

 Thursday, August  20th at 11:00am-12:00pm 
 
September Small Group Dates 

 Dates yet to be determined… 
 

 

Please email the office (office@salidaumc.org) or call the 
office (719-539-2755) to sign-up for any of these 
gatherings. Let us know if you have any questions. 

Communion Sundays 

August 2nd  & September 6th  
 

 

Even during our online 
worship services, we are 
participating in Communion 
on the first Sunday of each 
month! 
 

For those of you who live 
locally, we are happy to 
provide you with a supply of Communion elements for 
your convenience.  Feel free to call the office and leave a 
message or you can call or text Pastor Mel and we will be 
sure to get the Communion elements to you.  You are 
always welcome to stop by the church to pick up your 
supply. 

 

You are welcome to provide your own Communion 
elements.  All Communion elements will be blessed 
during the service. 

Remember …Our Safeway gift cards are 
still available for you to purchase for your 
use or as a gift to someone else in need!  
 

Please consider using our Safeway gift cards for all 
your purchases at Safeway.  You can also use Safeway 
cards to purchase other gift cards for your gift 
giving… any time of the year. Your Safeway card can 
also be used at the Safeway pharmacy.  
 

You may purchase a reloadable gift card for $10 and 
it has $10 available on it.  Then just have the cashier, 
before scanning your items, add your desired 
amount to the gift card and you’re ready to go!  You 
can also do this at the Customer Service desk before 
shopping!  We also have Safeway gift cards available 
in the office in denominations of $25, $50 and $100.   
 

 

Our church receives 5% of your purchases. This is a  
very convenient fundraiser for our church and your 
participation is greatly appreciated!  
 
Your Safeway card can be used at any Albertsons, 
Safeway, Randalls, Tom Thumb, Pavilions, Vons, 
Carrs, Shaw’s, Star Market, Jewel-Osco and Acme 
Markets. 
 

If you have questions please contact Kay Cheaney at 
(405) 334-6011 or kcheaney@att.net. To arrange a 
time to pick up your cards, just contact the office at 
(719) 539-2755 or office@salidaumc.org and let us 
know what you need.  Checks may be made out to 
Salida UMC with “Safeway Cards” written on the 
memo line.  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@salidaumc.org
mailto:kcheaney@att.net
mailto:office@salidaumc.org
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And We’re So Glad You Asked 
About … PEACHES!!!    

 

YES! We'll have peaches 
again this year, in August!!   
 

We talked to our “Peach 
Man”, Bryan, who lives in 
Hotchkiss, CO, to determine 
if we’d be able to order 
peaches this year.  He was 
very grateful for our interest 
and potentially for our return 
business!  Many orchards 
have been devastated by 
frost earlier in the season 
and many trees have been 

lost! This was also the case for Bryan. Due to these 
losses and the increase in costs of supplies, he has had 
to increase his prices this year.  
 

Here is information you’ll need to know, to determine 
your order!  The cases weigh 22 pounds and will sell for 
$30 per case. FYI, recently Ken let me know that at a 
local peach stand here in Salida, a 25lb case was selling 
for $70.  Also, Bryan shared that many places in his area 
are selling peaches for $2.50/lb. making a 22lb. box cost 
$55. His new price of $30/case is a little more than we 
paid last year and we’ll then need to add an additional $3 
per case to help pay for gas for our driver to go pick up 
the peaches and deliver them back to the church. 
Returning to do this labor of love will be Ken Leisher!!!  
Thank you Ken! 
 

Peach Order Deadline is: Monday, August 10th! 
 

Please call the church (719) 539-2755 or email Licia at 
the office at office@salidaumc.org to place your order 
for your peaches at the cost of $33.00/case or if you 
have any questions.  Consider ordering a box with a 
friend and split the cost…each paying $16.50.  
 

When ordering your peaches, be sure to include the best 
phone number to reach you, so we can let you know the 
exact date the peaches will be delivered to the church.   
 
Checks may be made out to Salida UMC with “Peaches” 
written on the memo line.  You may mail it to the church 
at: PO Box 945 Salida, CO 81201 or drop it off at the 
church office.  More information to come! 
 

Thank You! 

 

On September 6
th

, our worship 
service time will return to 

10:30AM and Fellowhip Time 
will return to 11:45AM. 

 

We’re Getting 
Ready!!! 

 

With tremendous 
gratitude to you - the 
many donors,  and the 
State Historical Fund, we 
are so excited that our D 
Street Window 
Restoration Project is 

scheduled to begin during the week of August 24-28th!  
 

Watch for updates and photo documentation on our 
website and church Facebook 
page.  
 

Due to COVID-19 health 
concerns, we understand 
that there may be changes to 
this schedule, as well as our 
originally intended activities 
around how we wanted to 
celebrate this historic work.  
 

But please know that we will 
keep you posted and ask that hold this project, our 
church, Denver Art Glass and all those involved, in 
your prayers for a successful restoration outcome! 

mailto:office@salidaumc.org


7 

 

Thought You Could Use a Laugh… 
Shared with us from a friend! 

  

Church Ladies With Typewriters - They're Back! Those 
wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank God for the church ladies 
with typewriters. These sentences actually appeared in church 
bulletins or were announced at church services: 
  

 The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 
 

 Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items 
to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children. 

 

 The sermon this morning:   'Jesus Walks on the Water.' 
The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.' 

 

 Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get 
rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. 
Bring your husbands. 

 

 Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 
 

 Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' 
giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 

  

 For those of you who have children and don't know it, we 
have a nursery downstairs. 

 

 Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They 
need all the help they can get. 
 

 Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 
24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in their 
school days. 

 

 A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the 
church hall. Music will follow… 

 

 At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 
'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

 

 Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the 
addition of several new members and to the deterioration 
of some older ones. 

 

 Please place your donation in the envelope along with the 
deceased person you want remembered. 

 

 The church will host an evening of fine dining, super 
entertainment and gracious hostility. 

 

 Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and 
medication to follow. 

 

 The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every 
kind. They may be seen in the basement on Friday 
afternoon. 
 

 This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the 
park across from the Church. Bring a blanket and come 
prepared to sin. 

 

 The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the 
Congregation would lend him their electric girdles for 
the pancake breakfast next Sunday. 

 

 Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 
7 PM. Please use the back door.  

 

 And this one just about sums them all up. The 
Associate Minister unveiled the church's new 
campaign slogan last Sunday:  'I Upped My Pledge - Up 
Yours.'  

SHOWER MINISTRY 
 

Thank you to Mike Orrill/Chaffee 
County Public Health and the 
volunteers from Salida United 

Methodist Church and the 
Presbyterian Church, for  

sustaining this Shower Ministry. 
We appreciate you!  

We are proud to provide this 
support to our community 
members in need! Below is 

information about this outreach! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


