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Pastor’s Ponderings
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quality and professionalism in our online worship. We
are also planning a social distancing “bring your own
picnic basket” fellowship for Sunday July 19. Another
new wineskin we are adding this month is, “On the
Trail Hike Church”. See additional information in the
Monitor. If we have learned how to have church on
our couches in our PJs surely, we
can learn how to do church on a
trail in our hiking boots!?!?! This
next one is not on the books yet,
but we are looking into the
possibility of some “drive-in” movies
and discussions either at the
parsonage or the church. More to
come on that soon…

“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old
garment, for the patch will pull away from the garment,
making the tear worse. Neither do people pour new wine
into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst; the
wine will run out and the wineskins will
be ruined. No, they pour new wine into
new wineskins, and both are
preserved.” Matthew 9:16-17
We are in the days of new wine. It
seems like everything has changed in
the past few months and in fact, they
have. As we have been preparing to
meet once again for in person worship
on Sunday mornings, we have been
sobered by the fact that “church” may never be the
same. What do we do about that? Well, we have a few
options. 1. We can pour new wine into old wineskins.
There are some churches that are refusing to abide by
new regulations or taking precautions as they opened
their doors, or maybe never closed them, as soon as
they could. I am afraid we have read about some of
these churches in the news and the news was not good.
2. We can refuse the new wine. We can say no thanks
to the new normal and do nothing while we hope that one
day, we will be able to return to the way things used to
be. In this scenario the old wine skins are preserved but
eventually, we will run out of wine. No one wants to run
out of wine! 3. We make new wine skins. This is what
we have been doing and will continue to do by adding
even more new ways to worship and be the church
together. We are taking steps this week to upgrade our
audio/visual systems so that we are able to deliver more

We are constantly brainstorming
new wineskins in this new wine season. Here is the
thing about new wine; it is not as good as the old
wine. I don’t drink wine but I know enough to know
that is true. I know the things that we are offering
may not be specifically what you are missing or
longing for right now. It is not as satisfying to watch
an online service (although the PJ thing is a perk!) as
it is to be together in person. We may not love the
new wine options right now. However, if we can keep
from ruining the new wine by forcing it into old
wineskins, it will grow on us. The new wine will
mature and age and become more pleasing for us.
Give it time and look forward to the time when our
new wine tastes like old wine that we can drink
together once again.

Be the church,
Mel
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Lemons
To
Lemonade
By: Maggie Sandell
I have always
heard that saying,
turn lemons to
lemonade, but I never
really understood it.
With coronavirus now
I understand it. I look
back and I
understand how I
turned those sour lemons into sweet lemonade.

JULY & AUGUST
CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
July 2
July 7
July 12
July 13
July 22
July 25
July 28
July 29
July 31
August 2
August 8
August 9
August 9
August 15
August 18
August 22
August 29

For example, I was stuck at home, but when I
turned that lemon into lemonade I realized how
lucky I was to have so much time to hang out with
my family. We were not just stuck inside together,
we got to go camping a couple of times. On those
camping trips I felt like I appreciated nature more
than I have before. It also made me realize how
lucky I am to be with my family during quarantine.
So I encourage you to look back in the past and
see how many bitter lemons you have turned in to
sweet lemonade because during these tough times
we need to appreciate the good things in life.

Anniversaries
July 2
July 7
July 15
July 26
August 3
August 11

Fran Tulley
Catherine Hayden
Marte Kelley
Paul Wilson
Rex Montgomery
Taryn Lanczy
Andy Dunning
Bob Elliott
Stephanie Shively
Effie Crider
Barbara Williams
Julie Callahan
Dick Knostman
Bill Tulley
Alice Heusel
Lois Walrath
Raeann Shively

Lori & Dick Isenberger
Elaine & Alan Adams
Licia & Wayne Iverson
Janice & Rex Montgomery
Fran & Bill Tulley
Ken & Julie Callahan

Request from Licia: Please be sure to let the office know
about the dates of the birthdays and anniversaries
in your family! We love to celebrate such joys!
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During the worship service, you will have the
opportunity to comment, engage in exchanges with
Pastor Mel, experience amazing music provided by
Rod, Mary and Bob and you’ll have a chance to share
your Joys and Concerns.

Saturday July 11

If you have a prayer request that you would like to
share with us please either text it directly to Pastor
Mel at (505) 320-9107 or you can email it to the
office: office@salidaumc.org and Licia will get it to
her. Please note that prayer requests shared online
will be public. If you have a private prayer request that
you do not want shared during the Live Broadcast,
please be sure to let us know that you want it to
remain private and we will absolutely respect that.
You may also call the church office (719) 539-2755,
before 9:30am and give the prayer request to
Licia…to give to Pastor Mel.

9:00 am

Our first Hike Church will be on the trail to
Agnes Vaille Falls. Meet at the church
parking lot at 9:00 am or meet us at the trail
head at 9:45 am. This hike is a 1.2 mile
round trip hike that is pretty low impact.
For more info, call Mel at (505) 320-9107
and sign up to receive reminders about
Hike Church by texting @thetrail to 81010.

On the first Sunday of the month, Pastor Mel will
facilitate Communion during the virtual service. We
have sealed Communion cups and wafers that are
available to our local participants. Those outside of
our local area are invited to provide their own
elements to be blessed for Communion.

FELLOWSHIP TIME -

Each WEEK, on
Sundays AFTER worship, please join our
Fellowship Time at 11:00pm on Zoom! So… if you
don’t already have Zoom, please download it to your
computer or your cell phone.
In order for you to receive the online invitation to join
this gathering, we will need to have your email in the
office. So, if you are not currently receiving the
church emails, please be sure to call the office and
give us your email address. We’ll add you to the list!
If you have not ever used Zoom before, please do
the following: Go to www.zoom.us and download
Zoom for Meetings onto your computer or your cell
phone so you can participate on ZOOM! This is a
FREE software that will work just fine for you…you do
not need to pay for any of the software. Follow the
cues for setting up your program. If you have any
questions, please contact Mel: (505) 320-1907 or you
can call the church office (719) 539-2755 for
assistance.

WORSHIP SERVICES - Until further notice, our
Sunday Morning Worship Services will be held at 9:30am
on Facebook Live visible on our church Facebook page
and also on YouTube. The live broadcasts may be
viewed on your computer, tablet or on your smart phone,
in the comfort of your own home.
Just go to the Salida United Methodist Church Facebook
page on Sunday mornings at 9:30AM and you will find
the Live Feed there. YOU CAN ALSO find our
Facebook page through the “Salida UMC Facebook” link
at the top left hand corner of the HOME page of our
website: www.salidaumc.org.
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 Shower Ministry- It’s such a simple ministry, but to a person
who is experiencing homelessness without regular access to
shower facilities, it is a precious gift, as the many who have
benefited from this service will attest. This ministry of the
Salida United Methodist and Presbyterian Churches takes
place each Monday and Thursday, 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. at the
Methodist Church. We are proud to be a part of this essential
outreach. Please Note: During the week of July 5th, showers
will only take place on Friday, July 10th at 1:30pm. If you think
you would like to be a part of this ministry or want to know
more, please contact Mike Orrill (719) 221-5418 or the
Methodist Church Office at (719) 539-2755.

Sharing Our Prayers,
Praise, Needs & Celebrations
Please continue to hold these prayer requests deep within
your hearts. We will keep you posted, as we know more:
 Lori Isenberger - Please keep Lori Isenberger in your prayers.
Lori was recently hospitalized and had several tests to help
determine her health needs. We pray that her health is restored
very soon. Prayers for Dick, as well as, all those caring for Lori.
 William Chapman –William was a friend of our church and a
treasured community member, who passed away on June 20th.
William was one of many in our community experiencing
homelessness..or as he referred to being, “home free”. We are
grateful for all the love and kindness he has shown many of us over
the years. I am grateful to have gotten to know William. He was
funny, kind, thoughtful and caring. The following is a message that I
(Licia) wrote to William, when he was recently hospitalized. I trust
that his Spirit prayerfully received this message, along with many
other expressions of love shared by many, in his last few days… as
he peacefully moved from this world to the next…

 Skip & Sue Glasgow – Continued prayers for Skip, who
recently had a successful knee surgery. May his physical
therapy be successful! Also, please keep Sue in your prayers
as she recently had a fall and hyperextended her knee, while
walking their dog, Lucy and Lucy decided to chase a rabbit!
Now both Skip and Sue can be seen navigating crutches!
 Making Prayer Requests – During this time of online worship
services and hopefully someday soon, being able to return to a
modified “in person” worship service experiencee, please
remember to email us or call us with your prayer requests. We
will gladly receive them and, unless otherwise instructed to do
so, Pastor Mel will share them during the service. During the
online worship service, you will also have a chance to add your
prayer requests to the video comments section on Facebook
and also on YouTube. Please remember that when you post
things on Facebook and on YouTube, that those comments are
public and viewed by others watching. If you have a private
prayer request that you want to share with Pastor Mel and do
not want it shared publicly, then email the prayer request to the
office or text it directly to Pastor Mel, and be sure to state that
the message is “private” in your message.

Dearest William,
I will always treasure your visits and our many conversations about
Life, Love and the ever presence of our Loving God, who speaks
deeply and freely through you with kindness and playfulness.
You taught me that a feather was “the Word of God” and you said
that you were “Nothing”…which I learned from you, was another
word for “God”… a gift you freely shared from a favorite book you
had read long ago. I still have the feather you gave me in 2013. It
lives on my desk and I think of you every time I look at it.
I remember when I first met you at the Methodist Church you asked
me if you could give me a “Blessing”. Of course I said yes, and then
you recited the following words…which I later learned was part of a
poem.by Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

 Stained Glass Windows Restoration Project Update - We
are excited to now have a date for when the restoration project
will begin on our historic D Street 12’ x 19’ stained glass
window. Denver Art Glass will be here on August 24th to begin
removal of the window, which will take several days. The
window will be carefully packed and transported to their studio
in Denver where the full restoration process will take place over
the next several months.

Tis’ The Set
One ship sails east
and another west
With the self-same wind that blows
Tis’ the set of the sail
And not the gale
that determines where they will go

~~~~~~~~

Please send your prayer requests, updates, celebrations
and announcements to Licia at: office@salidaumc.org

As the waves of the sea
are the waves of our faith
And we journey along through life
Tis the set of our soul
that will decide our goal
And not the calm or strife

Thank you for your friendship and for loving me. May your
journey “Home” be one of healing peace and a celebration of
your time spent here, on earth.
Love Always, Licia
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Communion
Sundays
th
nd

SMALL GROUP GATHERINGS
SCHEDULED IN JULY & AUGUST

July 5 and August 2

Even during our
online worship
services, we are
participating in
Communion on the
first Sunday of
each month!

Our Small Group Gatherings have been very successful
at we are happy to announce that we’ve scheduled more
Small Groups in July and August! These gatherings
provide opportunity for conversation and connection, as
we come together, wearing facemasks and keeping
social distance, while being in physical presence of each
other in our beloved church building.
Currently these small group gatherings will be held in
Century Hall at the church. Mel is hoping to schedule a
small group gathering in Buena Vista. Please let her
know if attending a group in BV is of interest to you.
Space is limited at these gatherings, so please RSVP
to the office and let us know when you’d like to
attend.

For those of you who live locally, we are
happy to provide you with a supply of
Communion elements for your convenience.
Feel free to call the office and leave a
message or you can call or text Pastor Mel
and we will be sure to get the Communion
elements to you. You are always welcome to
stop by the church to pick up your supply.

July Small Group Dates
 Tuesday, July 7th at 2:00-3:00pm
 Wednesday, July 8th at 6:00-7:00pm
 Thursday, July 9th at 11:00am-12:00pm




You are welcome to provide your own
Communion elements. All Communion
elements will be blessed during the service.

Tuesday, July 21st at 2:00-3:00pm
Wednesday, July 22nd at 6:00-7:00pm
Thursday, July 23rd at 11:00am-12:00pm

August Small Group Dates
 Tuesday, August 4th at 2:00-3:00pm
 Wednesday, August 5th at 6:00-7:00pm
 Thursday, August 6th at 11:00am-12:00pm




Remember …Our Safeway gift cards are

Tuesday, August 18th at 2:00-3:00pm
Wednesday, August 19th at 6:00-7:00pm
Thursday, August 20th at 11:00am-12:00pm

still available for you to purchase for your
use or as a gift to someone else in need!
Please consider using our Safeway gift cards for all
your purchases at Safeway. You can also use Safeway
cards to purchase other gift cards for your gift
giving… any time of the year. Your Safeway card can
also be used at the Safeway pharmacy.

Please email the office (office@salidaumc.org) or call the
office (719-539-2755) to sign-up for any of these
gatherings. Let us know if you have any questions.

You may purchase a reloadable gift card for $10 and
it has $10 available on it. Then just have the cashier,
before scanning your items, add your desired
amount to the gift card and you’re ready to go! You
can also do this at the Customer Service desk before
shopping! We also have Safeway gift cards available
in the office in denominations of $25, $50 and $100.
Our church receives 5% of your purchases. This is a
Safeway Card Info continued on pg. 6…..
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Safeway Card Info continued from pg. 5…..

Dinner program for this summer. We hope these
dinners can return next summer in 2021!

very convenient fundraiser for our church and your
participation is greatly appreciated!
Your Safeway card can be used at any Albertsons,
Safeway, Randalls, Tom Thumb, Pavilions, Vons, Carrs,
Shaw’s, Star Market, Jewel-Osco and Acme Markets.

Please keep everyone in your good thoughts as we all
navigate the multi-layered restrictions necessary, to
safely gather in limited numbers, while practicing
recommended safe health practices.
Also, please keep the raft guide companies and their
employees in your kind thoughts. No doubt this will
be a most unusual season for them. Stay safe &
kind….wash your hands and wear your facemask!

If you have questions please contact Kay Cheaney at
(405) 334-6011 or kcheaney@att.net. To arrange a time
to pick up your cards, just contact the office at (719)
539-2755 or office@salidaumc.org and let us know what
you need. Checks may be made out to Salida UMC with
“Safeway Cards” written on the memo line.

With Gratitude,
Licia

The Summer of COVID-19
Greetings to Everyone!
We hope that you are safe & healthy!
And so it continues….Together, we are all experiencing
the far reaching effects of the COVID-19 Global
Pandemic, as it seeps into almost all of our routines of
life as we once knew them.

You’re Invited!!

Our church is till not open to “in person” services and we
have a ways to go, before that will change. Thank you to
everyone who expressed interest in volunteering when
we do reopen for services. Once that date is determined,
we will schedule Volunteer Trainings to prepare. We
continue to re-evaluate on a “month to month” basis, as
to how we can safely be of service to our congregation
and the community at large. Please stay in touch…we
love to hear from you. You all remain in our prayers.

Church-Wide Social Distancing

Bring Your Own Picnic!
Sunday, July 19 @ 6:30 pm
Pack a personal picnic and your camp
chairs and join us out at Debbie and Fred
Jackson’s land (6555 Ridge Rd. in Salida)
for our first social distancing picnic!

During this time, our church is taking specific steps to
upgrade our audio/visual system in the sanctuary. We
are working with Knight Electronics, who is very familiar
with our historic building and what is needed to make
these improvements. These changes will improve our
current and continuing online worship service experience
even after we return to an in-person worship service.

We will bring the drinks, if you will bring
yourselves and the great conversations!
Please remember to also pack a
facemask and practice safe Covid
etiquette for the comfort level of others.
Call the office for more info.
(719) 539-2755 office@salidaumc.org

In a typical summer, we would be fullsteam-ahead in our Summer Raft
Guide Dinner Season 10! It is a
nostolgic experience to remember the
past seasons. These dinners are, and
always will be, one of our absolute
favorite outreach programs.

Thank you, in advance, to:
Fred & Debbie Jackson!
This is going to be so much fun!
We hope you can be there!!!

We had hoped to come up with a modified way to serve
our raft guides this summer, however, due to the
continued COVID-19 health concerns, we have decided
that it is time that we officially cancel the Raft Guide
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Each year we are happy to support the Salida Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle Fundraiser,
usually held from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day. Due to COVID-19, this year’s event will
occur until July 19th.
Since we are not meeting in person for worship, the bottles are available for pick up at the
church. Just fill the bottle with change, bills or a check and bring it back by the church. If
you’d like to donate directly to the Salida Pregnancy Center, please do that.
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