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For others, these checks may only be a drop in their
income buckets which have sprung huge leaks during
this crisis. While the scope of these checks is vast,
they may not be nearly enough to help small business
owners and others that are without jobs.

Pastor’s Ponderings
Greetings Church!
My, oh my, how things have changed since the last
newsletter! Let me start by saying thank you to everyone
who has taken a chance on technology during these
strange days.

My challenge to those of us who welcome these
checks as a bonus, is that we would stop thinking
about the post Corona vacation these
checks might help fund (I’m really
talking about myself here!) and think
about passing all, or part of this
money, to those in real need.

If you have not tried yet to join us for
Worship Service on Sunday mornings
at 10:30am on Facebook Live (on the
Salida UMC Facebook page), on
ZOOM for fellowship time, or a bible
study, please give it a chance! There
are plenty of tutorials out there that
can help you get up to speed and stay
connected during these days of
separation. Your friends, and those of
us still in the office, can help you with your struggles.
Feel free to ask for help and we will do our best to get
you ready for the next few weeks, or months, of online
church!

There are several ways you might do
this. Maybe there is someone in your
family that has been negatively
affected by this crisis who need this
more than you. Maybe there is a
family in your neighborhood that you
know pulls their income from the recreation,
hospitality, restaurant or entertainment industry that is
currently out of work and is struggling to make ends
meet. Maybe you know of someone in our church
family that is out of work and needs to buy groceries
or pay rent that you could directly help. If you cannot
think of anyone that you could directly help, I can help
you find people in need!

My sermons over the past few weeks have been focused
on looking for places where you have seen God at work
and ways that we each can be the Light of the world in
these dark days. I was recently made aware of a way
that some are planning to make that very thing a reality.

At this time, there are many county, state and federal
programs in place to help assist, which is fantastic if
you have an ID, proper work papers and an address.
But, what about those people quietly in our midst that
do not have these things?

In a few weeks, or months, many Americans will be
receiving stimulus checks from the government. For
any of us who are on fixed incomes or are still able to
work and be paid, these checks are a bonus.

Pastor Ponderings continued on page 2….
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Pastor Ponderings continued from page 1….

…The refugee, the homeless and the displaced. There
are many of these folks and we can help you, help them,
if you choose to contribute to the Samaritan Fund or ask
us directly for a family whom you could help.
This may seem radical. Yep, it is. I want to draw your
attention back to a statement that I made the first week
we had to shut down “in person” worship and none of us
really knew what to do next:
“Consider what-if done by the church in the middle of a
pandemic-would cause neighbors to be stunned by their
kindness, courage, generosity, faith, hope and love? DO
THAT.”

Happy Easter to You!
Sunday, April 12, 2020

I will say it again, DO THAT, and you will be the Light of
the world and God will receive glory. And that is
“Church”.
Be the Church,
Mel

APRIL & MAY
CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
April 2
April 3
April 4
April 11
April 18
April 26
May 2
May 9
May 11
May 12
May 13
May 13
May 22
May 22
May 23
May 25
May 27
May 30
May 31

Due to COVID-19 health concerns, VITA has
currently canceled their Saturday appointments for
April 4th & 11th. The tax deadline has been extended
to July 15th. Additional days of VITA assistance will
be added to the schedule.
Please call Randy or Linda Bergstrom with VITA at
(719) 239-4942 for more information, and/or to
make an appointment for your tax preparation.

Mary McConathy
Danielle Riggio
Jane Baxa
John Hanks
Sherry Welton
Sunny Tingler
Norris Miller
Bob McCormick
Doris Donkle
Sandy Gordon
Kay Breunich
Ken Shively
Marcie Ryan
Mary Bell Finley
Mary Reeves
Burrell Welton
David Hearn
Tom Henning
Judy Eyler

Anniversaries
May 1
Rod & Rhonda Plinske
May 16
Debbie & Fred Jackson
Request from Licia: Please be sure to let the office know
about the dates of the birthdays and anniversaries
in your family! We love to celebrate such joys!
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For just being your children, none of whom have
done a global pandemic before, love us.

Ever wondered how you might be of service to the
church? Please consider being on the volunteer
rotations for one of these three areas of service!

For the days ahead, accompany us.
God unbound by time, help us to know that you
are already present in the future we are fearing.
AMEN.

For more information, please contact the following
coordinators:
Ushers
Gayle Greene
(405) 246-5012
Liturgists
Karen Yerkey
(719) 539-3427
Fellowship
Barbara Zechman
(719) 285-4251

-Nadia Bolz-Weber

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS
During this time when we are
having on-line worship services,
we will not need our Liturgists,
Ushers and Fellowship Hosts.
This plan will be in effect until a
later date, yet to be determined!
We will keep you posted
as we know more!
Sign-Up Sheet is in Century Hall on the bulletin board!

A SHARING FROM PASTOR MEL
I have had some requests to share the prayer I read on
Sunday, March 29th, during the worship service.
It was written by Nadia Bolz-Weber. Look her up if you
dare! She is a very unconventional, heavily tattooed, foul
mouthed Lutheran pastor with so much wisdom to share!
For the layers of comfort and convenience that
surrounded our lives and that we never considered a
blessing but always just took for granted, forgive us.

Hey, Hey, Hey!!!! A HUGE thank you to Salida
Soup, and their supporters for this generous $745
donation to the Salida UMC Samaritan Fund.

For we who must grieve in isolation and not in
community, comfort us.

During the early days of the COVID-19 stay-at-home
orders, Mark Monroe & Jimmy Sellars adapted their
monthly micro-granting dinner format from a
community gathering to benefit one of three
presenters, voted on and selected at Salida Soup, to
an online giving opportunity benefiting one
organization in our community who is assisting those
in need…especially during this very difficult time.

For we who care for the sick, protect us.
For the ability to turn off the fear-mongering and
unhelpful commentary and worst-case scenario click
bait, strengthen us.
For the times when we are all out of creative ideas
for how to get through this with cooped up kids,
inspire us.

We are honored to have been chosen to receive
March’s Salida Soup donations. These funds will help
in our church’s ability to help many individuals and
families in our community. Thank you to all who have
donated! Check out Salida Soup on Facebook as
well as: www.salidasoup.org. They will do the same
format for April and May! So let them know of other
efforts to help folks in our community!

For we who are now cutting our own bangs at home,
guide us.
For the grace to allow ourselves and others to just be
less productive, shower us.
For the generosity needed from those of us who have
more resources, empower us.
From our own selfish inclinations, deliver us.
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invitation early that Sunday afternoon, after
Fellowship with the link for the Faithful & Inclusive
Bible Study Group Zoom meeting log in
information. This is an open study group, so feel free
to check it out at 3:00pm.
If you have not ever used Zoom before, please do
the following:
Go to www.zoom.us and download Zoom for
Meetings onto your computer or your cell phone so
you can participate on ZOOM! This is a FREE
software that will work just fine for you…you do not
need to pay for any of the software. There are also
videos on this website to help you learn how to use
Zoom. You can likely find tutorials on YouTube as
well.

WORSHIP SERVICES - Until further notice, our
Sunday Morning Worship Services will be held at
10:30am on Facebook Live ONLY, viewed on your
computer or on your smart phone, in the comfort of your
own home.
Just go to the Salida United Methodist Church Facebook
page on Sunday mornings at 10:30AM and you will find
the Live Feed there. YOU CAN ALSO find our
Facebook page through the “Salida UMC Facebook” link
at the top left hand corner of the HOME page of our
website: www.salidaumc.org.

This video conferencing software allows you to be
included with others in a “real time” conversation and
shared visual experience. You can also participate on
the phone only (without downloading the software and
using the video) if that is of more interest. In each
Zoom meeting email invitation you would receive,
there are phone numbers listed at the bottom of the
email. When calling those numbers to join the event
by phone, please keep in mind if you are calling in
from a landline phone, there will be long distance
charges. If you are making that call with your cell
phone, there are no long distance charges. If you are
joining the meeting by phoning in, you’ll need the
Meeting ID which will be listed in the email.

During the worship service, you will have the opportunity
to comment, engage in exchanges with Pastor Mel,
experience amazing music provided by Rod, Mary and
Bob and share you’ll have a chance to share your Joys
and Concerns.
If you have a prayer request that you would like to share
with us please either text it directly to Pastor Mel at
(505) 320-9107 or you can email it to the office:
office@salidaumc.org and Licia will get it to her. Please
note that prayer requests shared online will be public. If
you have a private prayer request that you do not want
shared during the Live Broadcast, please be sure to let
us know that you want it to remain private and we will
absolutely respect that. You may also call the church
office (719) 539-2755, before 10:30am and give the
prayer request to Licia…to give to Pastor Mel.

If you have any questions, please contact Mel: (505)
320-1907 or you can call the church office (719) 5392755 for assistance.

PLEASE SEND US YOUR SELFIES /
PHOTOS FOR THE PEWS: Pastor Mel has
invited all of us to email a photo of ourselves (a
“Selfie”) to the office or to either of our cell phones.
We are printing the photos out and displaying them in
the sanctuary pews (where you typically sit!) so that
your visual presence can be celebrated with us each
Sunday! We’ve already received some photos, so
please send yours in as soon as you can. You can
email it to: office@salidaumc.org or text it to Mel:
(505) 320-9107 or text it to me/Licia: (405) 250-7679.

FELLOWSHIP TIME -

Each WEEK, on Sundays
AFTER worship, Pastor Mel will be hosting our
Fellowship Time at 12:00pm on Zoom! So… if you
don’t already have Zoom, please download it to your
computer or your cell phone.
In order for you to receive the online invitation to join this
gathering, we will need to have your email in the office.
So, if you are not currently receiving the church emails,
please be sure to call the office and give us your email
address and we’ll add you to the list!

THE “FAITHFUL & INCLUSIVE BIBLE
STUDY - The Sunday afternoon 3:00pm Faithful &
Inclusive Bible Study group has started again with their
meetings via ZOOM. This first group will be finishing up
soon and Pastor Mel has said that if there is additional
interest, she will be glad to hold the series of classes
again. So if you are interested in learning more, let us
know.
For the last study group of this series, on Sunday, April
4th, we will be sending out another ZOOM email
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Funds have been applied to the hiring of a night manager and
to obtaining bedding supplies. We have also provided motel
vouchers for women and children, including a family with a
newborn infant.

Wanted You to Know…
At this time, in addition to our worship services being
available on Facebook Live, and our Sunday Fellowship
after worship and the Wednesday morning Bible Study
being available on ZOOM, all other church sponsored
classes and events are NOT meeting in person at this
time.

Thank you kindly for your consideration and gracious
contributionn. It is people like you that make this community
such a wonderful place to live.
As written in Acts 20:35, “I have shown you that by so toiling
one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord
Jesus, how he said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

Here are a couple of things that are still taking place,
under strick compliance to the social distancing
requirements and necessary health standards….

God Bless,
Mary Hay

 Pastor Mel and Licia are both keeping various office
hours during the week as well as working from home.
These office hours vary each day, however both can
be reached by email or a phone message left at the
church or texts/calls to their cell phones.
Pastor Mel’s email addresses are:
pastor@salidaumc.org and uthminmel@hotmail.com
and her cell phone number is: (505) 320-9107.
Licia’s email addresses are: office@salidaumc.org and
liciawayne@prodigy.net and her cell phone number is:
(405) 250-7679

~~~~~~~~

Pastoral Care - During this time of required social distancing
and the stay-at-home orders enforced throughout our local
area and throughout our country, Pastor Mel wants to remind
you that she is available to visit with you by phone, email, text
or Zoom. Please call or email her and allow yourself to
receive that support. To reach Pastor Mel, you can call or text
her at: (505) 320-9107 or email her at:
uthminmel@hotmail.com or pastor@salidaumc.org

~~~~~~~~

 Community Assistance is still available on Wednesday
mornings at 9:30am. This is when we distribute our
Safeway gift cards to those in need. If you know of
anyone in need of assistance, please ask them to
come by the office and we’ll help them or refer them to
the appropriate resource in our community to help
them meet their needs. It is in these important
conversations that we are able to build relationships
and determine how else we can support these
individuals and families, especially during this difficult
time.

A Joy to Share! Judith Kinzie recently shared with us that Ed
is now able to wear regular shoes! We celebrate this wonderful
joy with the Kinzies!

~~~~~~~~

Please send your prayer requests, updates, celebrations
and announcements to Licia at: office@salidaumc.org

DID YOU RECEIVE YOURS?
In mid-March, Pastor Mel
mailed out a letter of
encouragement with
important information and
an invitation to continue, if
possible, to support our
church financially during
this time of “stay-at-home”
orders. With the increasing COVID-19 health concerns and
public gatherings not allowed, we’ve adapted the worship
service for a Facebook Live broadcast each week. Overall,
these have been very well received (minus a few technical
challenges) reaching an audience across the country.
While we don’t know how long these adaptations will be
in place, we do know that there are continuing monthly
financial commitments within the church for which your
tithes and financial donations help to cover. If you did not
receive this letter yet (which included two self-addressed
stamped envelopes) and would like to, please email or call
the office and share with us your mailing address and we
will be sure you receive the letter and envelopes. Thank
you for your continued support! God Bless You All!

Sharing Our Prayers,
Praise, Needs & Celebrations
Please continue to hold these prayer requests deep within
your hearts. We will keep you posted, as we know more:
We received the following note of thanks from the Winter
Shelter Committee after they received the Christmas Offering
Donation from our church – Thank you to everyone who
donated on Christmas Eve:
Dear Methodist Congregation, It is with much feeling and sincere
gratitude that I write this note of behalf of the Winter Shelter
Committee.
Your generous contribution has not only helped us reach our
fundraising goal, but has also given us the emotional incentive to
carry out our mission of providing a safe and warm respite from
the winter weather for those without housing.
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Sunday, May 10, 2020
We recently received the following information from
Mike Orrill with Chaffee County Public Health
Re: Chaffee Resources www.chaffeeresources.com

During this time of the COVID-19 disruption, I want
to remind everyone of our county’s health and
wellness resource website, Chaffee Resources:
www.chaffeeresources.com,
“Your One-Stop Hub to Chaffee County’s Health
and Wellness Resources”. In the past week, I’ve
had several requests for help and was able to find it
on the site. Hopefully it will be helpful to you now
and in the future.
If your health and wellness resource is not
registered, please make it a point to do so. It’s
totally free with no obligations. Go to the site, click
on “Register a New Resource” and fill in the short
form. I’ll take care of the rest.

Due to the number of cancellations of classes
and events at our church during the “stay-athome” orders, we are not inlcuding the
monthly calendars or activity listing in this
April / May Monitor.

While you’re at it, check out the newest "What the
Health" blog on Chaffee Resources: “Sticking with
healthy habits at home” (by Rebecca Rice,
Chaffee County Public
Health): https://chaffeeresources.com/sticking-withhealthy-habits-…/

We will send out updates via email and
posted on the Current Announcement page of
our website: www.salidaumc.org, as needed.

Chaffee Resources is sponsored by: Heart of the Rockies
Regional Medical Center, Solvista Health, Chaffee
County Public Health and Chaffee County Human
Services as a free service to Chaffee County.
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