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Pastor’s Ponderings
Greetings Church!

only in worship but also in homework and
conversation.

We have started the year off with a bang! We are so
pleased to announce that we have recently been
notified that we will be receiving funding from the State
Historic Fund to refurbish our D Street window! The
past few weeks of waiting on this news have been
rather stressful for the office staff and the Windows
Committee. We are breathing a huge
sigh of relief but also gearing up to
finish the work that must be done on our
end for the project to begin. I wanted to
say thank you again for all the many
generous gifts that allowed us to timely
gather our 25% of the cost of the
project. I also want to thank, and ask you to show
your appreciation to Licia Iverson, Burrell and Sherry
Welton. These folks worked so hard on this grant and
still have a great deal of work ahead.

I would also ask that you consider participating in a
Bible Study titled “Faithful and Inclusive” on Sunday
afternoons at 3pm beginning February 16-March
29. In this study we will employ holy conferencing
as we look at the human sexuality debate that is
raging in our denomination. The goal in
this study will be to see how we can
stand upon Scripture AND create an
inclusive church for all God’s children.
One other special worship opportunity
that I need to let you know about, is our
Ash Wednesday Service that will be on
February 26 at 6:30 pm at our sanctuary. This year
we will be partnering with our friends from the
Episcopal Church, Presbyterian Church, and First
Christian Church, for not only this service but also a
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Service. The
Episcopalians have turned me on to a fun way to
learn more about the saints of the faith called Lent
Madness! I’m intrigued just to hear the words Lent
and Madness mentioned in the same sentence.
Stay tuned for how to play!

In February and early March, I will be preaching a
sermon series on 20/20 Vision based on the book of
Nehemiah. We will be looking at how Nehemiah was
able to accomplish the huge task of rebuilding the wall
of Jerusalem following the return of the exiles. This
series will be more than one that gives you food for
thought through your week. This series is designed to
move us to pray together, dream together and plan
together as we seek vision for ministry in this new
decade. As I stated at the 2019 Celebration a few
weeks ago, the vision needs to be YOUR vision rather
than only mine. Thus, I seek your participation, not

Hope to see everyone at these many disciple
building and vision forming events.
Be the church,
Mel
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Ever wondered how you might be of service to the
church? Please consider being on the volunteer
rotations for one of these three areas of service!
For more information, please contact the following
coordinators:
Ushers
Gayle Greene
(405) 246-5012
Liturgists
Karen Yerkey
(719) 539-3427
Fellowship
Barbara Zechman
(719) 285-4251

FEBRUARY & MARCH
CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
February 10
February 11
February 12
February 16
February 17
February 27
February 28
March 3
March 4
March 7
March 10
March 12
March 12
March 12
March 13
March 20
March 28
Anniversaries
February 11
February 28
March 25

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS
February Ushers - Coordinator: Gayle Greene
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

Terry Frank
Mary Sandell
Bill Reeves
Claudia Keim
Tom Breunich
Barbara Rees
Alvin Edlund, Jr
Dick Isenberger
Jim Rees
Susan Little
Bob Campbell
Virginia Imig
Ginny Cunningham
Randy Bergstrom
Debbie Jackson
Licia Iverson
Alan Adams

Skip Glasgow & Steve Lebahn
Debbie Jackson & Mary Lou McCausey
Cynthia Hearn & Steve Lebahn
Sue Glasgow & Skip Glasgow
Debbie Jackson & Steve Lebahn
Cynthia Hearn & Mary Lou McCausey
Judy Eyler & Steve Lebahn
USHERS NEEDED
Gayle & Jim Greene

February Liturgists - Coordinator: Karen Yerkey
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29

Sandy & Jack Gordon
Sherry & Burrell Welton
Judith & Ed Kinzie

Carol Mumma
Mike Orrill
Karen Yerkey
Lori or Dick Isenberger
Karen Yerkey
David Hearn
Mike Orrill
Phyllis Massee
Ed Brummel

February Fellowship Hosts – Coordinator: Barb Zechman
February 2
Barbara Zechman
February 9
Available
February 16
Available
February 23
Licia Iverson
March 1
Available
March 8
Available
March 15
Available
March 22
Available
March 29
Available
Sign-Up Sheet is in Century Hall on the bulletin board!

Request from Licia: Please be sure to let the office know
about the dates of the birthdays and anniversaries
in your family! We love to celebrate such joys!

Messy Church resumes on
Thursday, February 20th
5:15 – 7:00pm
This active, experiential
worship experience for families
is so much fun. Dinner is included! Help spread the word!
Volunteers Needed! Sign-up sheet is in Century Hall. Any
questions, ask Mel. Messy Church in MARCH will be on
Thursday, March 19th, 5:15-7:00pm

Updated Church Office Hours

Join us for a special
collaborative Ash
Wednesday Service on
February 26th at 6:30pm, as
our friends from the
Presbyterian Church, Episcopal Church and First
Christian Church, will join us in worship.

Mondays: 9:30am – 12:00pm
Tuesday – Thursday: 9:30am – 3:30pm
Fridays: Closed
OR
By Appointment
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Sharing Our Prayers,
Praise, Needs & Celebrations
Please continue to hold these prayer requests deep within
your hearts. We will keep you posted, as we know more:
 Thank You to everyone who attended the Annual Church

Celebration and Fellowship Potluck Luncheon on Sunday, January
19th after worship. It was so wonderful to have so many people here
and the food was beyond delicious. The food was SO delicious;
we’ve had a request to begin collecting recipes of some of your
favorite dishes. More on that project later….
 Fellowship Volunteers Needed – Please consider signing up for
Fellowship on a Sunday after worship. Sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board in Century Hall. Signing up with a friend is also a fun
way to be of service on a Sunday morning! If you have any questions,
please see Barbara Zechman.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please consider becoming a volunteer for

OUR CHILDREN’S PROGRAM

Each Sunday, during the worship service, children in
attendance have the opportunity to come up to the
front of the sanctuary for the Message for Young
People.
Following this special time, all children are invited
to leave the sanctuary with our Sunday School
teachers & volunteers, to go to the children’s
classroom. Parents may pick them up there after
worship. On Communion Sundays, the children,
teachers and volunteers will return to the sanctuary
to participate in Communion with their families.

 Prayer Request - Please keep Kris Schledewitz and Beth McCorkle

deep within your prayers. Recently, Kris had a massive heart
attack while they were visiting Colorado Springs. Kris was
hospitalized for several days and underwent surgery and
observation. They have returned home to Montrose where she will
continue necessary medical care. Continued prayers are
appreciated! If you would like to send Kris & Beth a card, please
mail it to their home address:
Kris Schledewitz & Beth McCorkle
2534 Linda Vista Dr.
Montrose, CO 81401

 Message from Tom & Donna Henning – Dear Salida Church

We welcome new volunteers who would like to help
with the Children’s Program. It is our policy to
always have two volunteers with the children at all
times. Age appropriate activities are provided each
week. Children benefit from the small group and
large group activities which include: exploring life
lessons and virtues through Bible Stories, creative
art projects, playing with manipulatives (floor or
table games), and experiencing the joy of music!

 Thank you to Judy Sprague, for the donation of her framed drawing

Come play, have fun, be inspired and help
demonstrate to the children what living a life in
faith can be about.

Family, Thank you so much for your care, prayers and cards on the
unexpected death of our brother and brother-in-law, Jim. Faith, family
and friends bring much comfort. We really appreciate your support
and concern and wish you all health and happiness in 2020.
Blessings, Tom & Donna
of our church. It is beautifully displayed in Century Hall. To see more
of Judy’s artwork, visit her website at: www.judyspragueart.com

You will be blessed and will be a blessing!
If you are interested and/or need more information
about the Children’s Program please speak with
Pastor Melinda, Licia Iverson or Ginny Biglow.
Thank You!!

TIME CHANGE
Be sure to turn your
clocks forward one hour
before bedtime on
Saturday night, March 7th.
Daylight Savings Time
begins on Sunday, March
8th.

Please send your prayer requests, updates, celebrations
and announcements to Licia at: office@salidaumc.org
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Remember …to purchase your Safeway cards or at
the Church office or from Kay Cheaney.
Please consider using our Safeway gift cards for all your
purchases at Safeway. You can also use Safeway cards to
purchase other gift cards for your gift giving… any time of the
year. Your Safeway card can also be used at the Safeway
pharmacy.
You may purchase a reloadable gift card for $10 and it has $10
available on it. Then just have the cashier, before scanning
your items, add your desired amount to the gift card and
you’re ready to go! You can also do this at the Customer
Service desk before shopping! We also have gift cards in
denominations of $50 or $100.
Our church receives 5% of your purchases. This is a very
convenient fundraiser for our church and your participation is
greatly appreciated!
If you have any questions, please see Kay Cheaney or you may
inquire in the office. Your gift cards are waiting for you….

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Congratulations to Ed Brummel for being
selected as January’s Guest Poet at Talking
Gourds Poetry Club in Telluride.

Heart of the Rockies Hospice, will be hosting a free,
community support group for folks who are struggling
with a recent death. The bereavement grief support
group is free and open to the public and will be held at
the Presbyterian Church.
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HALLELUJAH!!!
HALLELUJAH!!!
(The article below was recently published in the Mountain Mail,
our local newspaper. Thank you to Randy & Linda Bergstrom
for, once again, leading this valuable program!)

The IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
program will again be offered in Salida by
appointment. Families should have a combined
income of less than $56,000 to be eligible for
assistance. The program will be in the basement of
Salida United Methodist Church, 228 E. Fourth St.,
to provide free income-tax return preparation
between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. Saturdays.
Tax preparation includes federal and state returns,
free e-filing and direct deposit of income tax refunds.
For married couples to e-file a joint return, both
spouses must be present.
Taxpayers should take all of their 2019 tax records,
including W-2 and 1099 forms, a copy of their 2018
tax return if possible, photo identification and Social
Security cards for themselves and Social Security
cards for all dependents. If child-care expenses are
to be claimed, take the provider’s tax identification
number or Social Security number. For direct deposit
of refunds, take a check or deposit slip for the
deposit account. Information on health insurance will
not be required this year. To reserve a date and
time in Salida, call 719-239-4942. Each tax return
is estimated to take about an hour.

We are so very excited to
announce that our State
Historic Fund (SHF) grant
application, submitted on Oct. 1st, has been approved
for the restoration of the D Street (19ft x 12ft) Window!
This grant will provide 75% of the cost of restoration.
Thank you to everyone who contributed financially to
the Windows Fund, as we were able to successfully
raise our required 25% of the restoration cost.

With Bones for Life® (BFL) training you learn to align
your spine with its innate design and to protect its
vulnerable joints from injury. Then, later, you learn
to walk once more as nature intended, allowing
yourself to lengthen as you strengthen, and improve
how you move.

We are in the process of preparing all necessary
paperwork with SHF, which when completed, will allow
us to take the next steps to schedule the restoration
project with our contractor, Denver Art Glass. Denver
Art Glass is the same company who we worked with in
2018 to restore our beautiful window (19ft x 12ft) in the
Choir Room, on the 4th Street side of the church.

Thursdays: 10:00-11:00am
February 13, 20, March 5, 12, 19, 26
Salida UMC Basement

We are so grateful for this opportunity to partner with
the State Historic Fund on this beloved and historic
project. We will keep you informed as this project
moves along. There will be some exciting future events
for you to participate in…within our church and in the
community, as we celebrate this historic restoration
project and our beautiful church!

Instructor: Diane Baker, BFL Teacher, 515-998-9978
Call Diane for more information and to register.
www.bonesforlife.com

Thank you, always, for your continued love and prayers!
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Important Dates to Remember
 Sat. Feb 1 – Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
begins this day. Call (719) 239-4942 to make your
appointment.
 Tues, Feb. 4 – Finance Meeting at 10:30am
 Sun, Feb 16 – Faithful & Inclusive Study Group Begins,
at 3:00pm, Century Hall
 Mon, Feb 17 & Mar 23 – Monitor Articles Due
 Thurs, Feb 20 & Mar 19– Messy Church at 5:15-7:00pm
 Wed, Feb 26 Collaborative Ash Wednesday Svs. 6:30pm
 Sun, Mar 8 – Daylight Savings Time Begins
 Tues, Mar 10 – Church Council Meeting, 3:00pm

&

(Mark your calendars NOW!)

Ongoing Weekly Scheduled Items Include:
Sundays:

You are invited to a free Mental Health First Aid (MHFA)
course being offered in Salida on February 6 and 7. The flyer
explains what MHFA is, but in brief it’s a course where you will
learn how to respond to someone facing a mental health
challenge. 1 in 4 Americans will experience a mental health
challenge in their lifetime. That’s more people than affected by
heart disease, lung disease or cancer combined, so the odds
are good that you will be faced with this at some
point. Challenges include depression, anxiety, suicide,
substance abuse, panic attacks — to name a few.

Mondays:
Tuesdays:
Wednesdays:

Thursdays:
`

In MHFA, you’ll learn the signs, evidence-based actions on
how to respond, and how to connect those in crisis to support
systems that can help them recover. Mike Orrill has taken this
course several times and has found it to be one of the most
valuable training courses for laypeople that he has come
across. Here are the details:






Fridays:
Saturdays:






When: February 6 and 7
Where: Salida United Methodist Church (downstairs)
Time: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. each day
Cost: Free. All costs are covered by Chaffee County
Public Health.
Register by contacting me at:
morrill@chaffeecounty.org or 719-221-5418










This class is also open to those who work at Caring and
Sharing, the Resource Center, faith-based leaders and
volunteers who serve in food pantries, emergency assistance
programs, shower programs—anyone who interacts with those
who occasionally or regularly seek assistance services. The
class size is limited to 20 so register today. If you have
questions, please give Mike Orrill a call.
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Choir Practice, 9:00am
Worship, 10:30am
Fellowship, 11:45am
Narcotics Anonymous Open Mtg, 7:30-8:30pm, Bsmt
Sandell Music, 4:00-5:30, Choir Room
Energy Yoga, 10:30-11:30am, Choir Room
Sandell Music, 4:00-5:15, Choir Room
Narcotics Anonymous Open Mtg, 7:30-8:30pm, Bsmt
Sandell Music, 9:00-10:00am, Choir Room
Women’s Bible Study, 9:30-10:30am, Century Hall
Sandell Music, 3:15-5:15pm, Choir Room
Narcotics Anonymous Open Mtg, 7:30-8:30pm, Bsmt
Bones for Life, 10:00-11:00am, Basement
For more info call: Diane Baker: 515-988-9978
Not meeting Feb 6, 27
Church is closed for cleaning, 4:00-6:00pm
Salida Brass Rehearsal, 6:30-8:30pm, Choir Room
Church Office is Closed
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) will meet
8:00am-1:00pm in the basement. Call 719-239-4942
Appointments Required. NO VITA Sat. March 14th

Sun, Feb 2 & Mar 1 Worship with Communion
Tues, Feb 4
Finance Mtg, 10:30am, Century Hall
Wed, Feb 5 & Mar 4 Sophia Circle, 5:30pm, Parlor
Thurs, Feb 6
Mental Health First Aid Training, 8:00am-12:00pm,
Bsmt.; Contact Mike Orrill to register – See Flier
Fri, Feb 7
Mental Health First Aid Training, 8:00am-12:00pm,
Bsmt.; Contact Mike Orrill to register – See Flier
Sat, Feb 8 & Mar 14 Salida Aspen Concert Bd. Mtg, 9:00-11:00am, CH
Sun, Feb 16
Faithful & Inclusive 6 week Study Gp, 3:00pm, CH
Mon, Feb 17 & 23 Monitor Articles Due
Tues, Feb 18
Salida Fiber Fest Bd. Mtg, 9:00-11:00am, CH
Tues, Feb 18 & Mar 17 NAMI Support Gp, 5:30pm, Century Hall
Sat, Feb 22
Lakin High School/FCA – Overnight, Basement
Wed, Feb 26
Ash Wednesday Service, 6:30pm, Collaboration
with 4 churches, Sanctuary
Fri, Mar 6
Fiber Arts Guild Mtg, 9:00am-12:00pm, CH
Tues, Mar 10
Church Council Meeting, 3:00pm, CH
Fri, Mar 13-15
Covenant Presbyterian Ch. Youth Gp, Overnight

