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mas program, and the Christmas Eve Candlelight and 

Communion Services. 

 

Spend Less 

Spending less does not mean stop giving gifts. It is an 

invitation to stop spending money on gifts people 

may not remember twelve months later. Consider 

spending in 2017 only 50% what you spent in 2016 on 

Christmas gifts. Why do this? So we can live out the 

third tenet. 

 

Give More 

These two tenets are not contradictory. A conscious 

decision to spend less makes it possible to give more. 

Every year there are opportunities to invest in minis-

tries and missions which bring hope and alleviate suf-

fering. Through the JFUMC you can give to many of 

our missional partners in the area. An annual tradition 

worth planning for is the White Christmas offering 

received on Christmas Eve to support the United 

Methodist Children’s Home.  

 

Love All 

This is the foundational ten-

et and the driving value be-

hind the first three. Let’s 

conspire together that this 

Advent we will love God 

and love our neighbors by 

worshipping fully, spending 

less, and giving more. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Lyle 
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The return of the iconic Sears Wish Book was an-

nounced last week. As a child, my Christmas planning 

began in earnest with the arrival of the Sears Wish 

Book. My brother and I took turns searching, dog-

earing pages, and circling specific items. Of course, we 

never got all we asked for, so learned to put our most 

wanted on the top of the list.  

 

Planning for Advent, Christmas, and the end of the 

year is now different around our house. Christmas 

wish lists are now on Amazon, and much of our gift-

giving with extended family is via UPS. Perhaps the 

greatest challenge is coordinating our schedules as our 

calendars fill with work, church, and social engage-

ments. In the midst of the Advent whirlwind, it is easy 

to become distracted by the busy-ness and miss op-

portunities to make the most of the season. 

 

We need to join in a conspiracy to overcome the 

whirlwind. The Advent Conspiracy advocates a com-

mitment to four basic tenets: worship fully, spend less, 

give more, and love all. However, living as an Advent 

conspirator requires some planning now on our parts. 

Want to conspire to reclaim Advent? Here are some 

opportunities and ideas. 

 

Worship Fully 

Let’s make worship a priority in Advent. Choose a 

personal devotional reading plan you can practice dai-

ly. The weekly rhythm of congregational worship is 

always important, but especially so when we are so 

busy. Weekly worship keeps our hearts and souls teth-

ered to Christ. In Advent, there will be additional op-

portunities to worship, such as the Children’s Christ-
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION .......... October 2017 
 

MONTHLY 

2017 Monthly Budget Needs ......................... $43,083.67 
Monthly Budget Receipts  .............................. $50,412.52 
  
ANNUALLY 

2017 Yearly Budget: ...................................... $517,004.00 
2017 Receipts  ................................................ $415,991.66 
2017 Expenses  .............................................. $418,935.15 
 
People serving in Missions ......................................... 138 
Individuals served ........................................................ 718 

HOURS 

Monday 

Tuesday &  

Thursday 

10 am to 2 pm 

256-435-1891 

8 am to 4:30 pm M-Th 

8 am to 12 noon Fri. 

MEMBERSHIP ................ 607 
  

T1 Worship 8:30 .............. 34 
New Community .............. 78 
T2 Worship 10:50 ............ 90 
The Landing ...................... 12 
Children’s Church .......... NA 
Nursery ................................ 9 
Total Worship ............ 223 
  

Chapel ................................ 43 
Wed. Youth ....................... 13 
Sun. Youth  ..................... NA 
  

Sunday School 
Adults ................................. 80 
Youth ................................. 11 
Children/Teachers ........... 13 
Total Sunday School .. 104 

ATTENDANCE 10.23 - 10.29 

Starting in 2018, CMS will begin sending everyone 

with Medicare a new Medicare card with a new 

Medicare number. But Identity Thieves who want to 

steal your personal information are already using this 

fact to steal your identity, your credit, and your 

money.  
 

Cyndi Caine, from the Area Agency on Aging at 

EAC, will be here to speak to us about important 

information about your new Medicare cards/

numbers and how to keep the thieves, who will be 

contacting you, from stealing your money. 

Meet at the church in the upper parking lot at 9:30 

am Tuesday morning. You will need a hiking stick, 

comfortable walking shoes, a sack lunch, and water. 



Nov. 5 Turn Clocks Back One Hour 
 9:45a “Thank You” Reception 

 3p CT Meeting 

 4:30p Missions Cmte Meeting 

 5:30p Youth Activities 

Nov. 6 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 7p BSA 

Nov. 7 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

  Depart for Pinhoti Trail Hike 

 12p Staff Meeting 

 6:30p GS 51/54 

 6:30p NA 

Nov. 8 9a Kids 1st Chapel 

 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 10a JOY meeting 

 4p CrossTown 

 5:30p Cmas Program Practice 

 5:30p Youth Activities 

 6p Handbell rehearsal 

 7p Choir rehearsal 

Nov. 9 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 11a Warm Hearts 

 5:30p The Landing 

 6:30p NA  

 7p Audience of One reh. 

Nov. 10 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 Church office closed for Veterans’ Day 

Calendar 

CHURCH SIGN:   

A clear conscience makes a soft pillow. 

“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.”      

Proverbs 17:22 

Services This Week 

Those Who Serve God in His Church 

November 5• All Saints’ Sunday 

 8:30 am 10:50 am 

Ushers: Debbie Limerick Donna Etheredge 

 Mike Limerick Jamie Etheredge 

  Woody Francis 

  Kristi Francis 

Readers: Rickey Jennings  Carli Fritts 

 Alex Rogers  NC  

Acolytes: Ragan Stokesberry Jaden Watson 

 Rickey Jennings Brody Duckett 

Nursery: Sara Underwood Roxana Conroy  

 Jessica Rogers (SUNDAY SCHOOL) 

Children’s Church Volunteers: 
  No Children’s Church today 

10:50 am Traditional 
Sanctuary 

Holy Communion 

Rev. Lyle Holland 

Scripture: Psalm 34:8-10 

Matthew 5:1-12 

Sermon: Kingdom Come: 

Kingdom People  3 

8:30 am Traditional 
Sanctuary 

Holy Communion 

Rev. Andy Curtis 

Scripture: Psalm 34:8-10 

Matthew 5:1-12 

Sermon: Kingdom Come: 

Kingdom People  

8:30 am Contemporary 
McWhorter Activity Center 

Holy Communion 

Rev. Lyle Holland 

  Scripture: Psalm 34:8-10 

Matthew 5:1-12 

Sermon: Kingdom Come: 

Kingdom People 

Kids 1st will  

remain open. 



Children’s Ministries with Stacie Johnson, Director of Children’s Ministries 

s t a c i e @ j a x f u m c . o r g  

Children’s Sunday 

Our children did a phenomenal job assisting in wor-

ship in all services last Sunday! Many, many thanks 

to everyone who helped out in order to make that 

happen. 

 

Light the Night with Jesus!  

 

The 2017 Light the Night with Jesus Fall Festival 

was a huge success, and thanks are in order to every-

one who participated. From everyone who helped 

plan, shop, decorate, donate, man a game station, 

cook, put together a trunk-or-treat, or just showed 

up and invited a friend, there is a HUGE thank you 

from the bottom of my heart! It was a wonderful 

event and a very successful outreach to this commu-

nity. 

 

Mrs. Stacie 
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Natasha Jackson   

Summer Mission Trip Coordinator 
 

Vicki Shaw 

Encounter Coordinator 
 

Elizabeth Renfroe 

Minor Events Coordinator 
 

Becky & Rusty Simmons 

Safe Sanctuary Volunteer Coordinators 
 

Marita Watson 

Youth Sunday School Coordinator 
 

Buffy Lockette 

Publicity Coordinator 
 

Frank & Cheryl Hartzog 

Game & Snack Coordinators 
 

Woody Francis 

Carol Stokesberry 

Pumpkin Patch Coordinators 

YOUTH  

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM Rev. Andy Curtis, Associate Pastor 

In the words of Willie Nelson, “Turn out the lights. 

The party’s over.” That’s right! The pumpkin patch 

party of 2017 has officially ended. Over 1,400 

pumpkins came and went and a festive time was 

had by all. I would like to offer a huge “THANK 

YOU!” to everyone that unloaded a pumpkin, 

worked the patch, rotated a pumpkin, moved a 

pallet, carefully moved a rotten gelatinous pump-

kin to the scrap pile, counted money, made a sign, 

bought a pumpkin, coordinated a volunteer and 

prayed for our pumpkin patch. Even though this is 

designated as a youth fundraising event, there is 

no doubt that this is a church-wide undertaking, 

and as a congregation we shouldered the weight 

of this month-long event.  

 

So, adieu orange friends of  

autumn, perhaps October 

2018 will, as Willie Nelson   

reminds us, “start the same 

old thing again.” 

 

Peace, 

Andy 
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sponsored by St. Luke’s Episcopal Church and   

Jacksonville First United Methodist Church 

This year will mark 22 years that St. Luke’s has been serving 

Thanksgiving Dinner to our Jacksonville community, and for many 

of those years, JFUMC members have volunteered.  If you would 

like to help out by cooking a turkey or two, see below.  If you 

would like to volunteer on Thanksgiving Day, you may call St. 

Luke’s: 256-435-9271 or our church office: 256-435-6021.  

 

Meals are available for eating in (11:30 - 1:30), carry-out (11:00 - 

11:30), or delivery.  
 

To place a delivery order: 

Call St. Luke’s in advance (256-435-9271) November 15-22. They 

will need your name, address, phone number, and the number of 

meals you would like.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

If you would be willing to roast a whole turkey for use at the Com-

munity Thanksgiving Dinner, please call Linda George at St. Luke’s: 

256-435-9271.   

 

Please note: it will help us most if ALL turkeys are roasted. Not 

smoked, not fried, and not cooked with peanut oil (in case of 

allergies).  

Thank you so much for your generosity! 
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Pray for Those Who Serve our Country:  

If you have names and addresses for other military church 

members, please call the office: 435-6021.  

† Deployed overseas ‡ Home (in the States) 

 MSG (P) David Beard ‡ 

 MAJ JEFFREY BUCKNER   † 

 LTC Michael Dempsey  ‡ 

 COL Doug Drake    ‡ 

 SPC Kyle Fields    ‡ 

 LTC Pete Garver   ‡ 

 SFC Matthew Reid  † 

 SGT Garrett Rose  ‡ 

Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends.  John 15:13 

Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.  1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Note:  We encourage you to contact the church office any time you want to place someone on the prayer list. Help us keep the list 

trimmed: if you know of someone who has recovered and needs to come off,  be sure to let us know.  Prayer requests will be rotated off 

after 2 weeks if we have received no updates. 

HELEN BARTHEL 

DONNA BUTNER 

Norma Chapman 

GLADYCE CORNELIUS 

BOB DOBSON 

CHALCY EVANS 

Corliss Ann Gibson 

EARL GIBSON 

MARTHA GIBSON 

EVELYN GLAZNER 

HENRI GUNNELLS 

LOTICE JONES 

BETTY LAWLER 

JACK LAWLER 

LOUISE LUALLEN 

CAROLYN LYNCH 

VICKE MOLAN 

MARY ROBERTSON 

RONNIE SANDERS 

RITA SPRUIELL 

MARGARET VALINE 

RANDY WOODROW 

Laura Youngblood 

(ALL CAPS denotes church members) 

Chris 

NIKO FRANCIS 

Corliss Ann Gibson 

HENRI GUNNELLS 

Family of Michael Harrell 

CAROLYN LYNCH 

Candy Seyler 

Nancy & John Slaton 

Commission on a Way Forward 

ELAINE WINSLOW 

Raymond Winters 



First United Methodist Church 
PO Box 1025 109 Gayle Avenue SW 

Jacksonville, Alabama 36265 

ph (256) 435-6021 fx (256) 435-6262 

www.jaxfumc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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WORSHIPTIMES 
  

Sundays: 
Traditional - 8:30 & 10:50 am 

Contemporary - 8:30 am  
Sunday School - 9:45 am 

 

honoring Jim & Dee Dee 

Lloyd 

and Mandee Brown 

as The Serving Table  

changes leadership. 

 Mountain TOP (Tennessee Outreach Pro-

ject) is an interdenominational, non-profit Christian 

partnership ministry affiliated with the Tennessee 

Conference of the United Methodist Church. They 

are dedicated to rural life ministry in the Cumber-

land Mountains of Tennessee. They strive to meet 

the physical, emotional, spiritual, & social needs of 

people through the love of Christ. 

 Specifically, Mountain TOP seeks to em-

power those it serves through a philosophy of part-

nership. Every aspect of how our camp operates is 

made possible through partnering with the commu-

nity, local businesses, friends of the ministry and 

participants. For example, any family or individual 

they work with is given the opportunity to contrib-

ute to the project, whether that is through providing 

a meal for the work group or providing materials for 

the project. They try to be intentional in saying they 

work “with” a family instead of “for” a family. They 

find it makes the most sense to approach ministry as 

a partnership, so that ownership is divided among 

everyone involved. Ministry then becomes What can 

we do with one another? versus What can I do for you? 

 Likewise, they have immersed ourselves in 

the same communities for over 35 years. They make 

it a point to form relationships with our neighbors 

and to stimulate the local businesses that will sustain 

this region economically. 

 There are programs for all ages, for adults, 

for youth in the summer, and even programs for 

families to minister together with a family in the 

Cumberland area. For more information, please visit 

www.mountain-top.org, email alex@mountain-

top.org, or call 931-692-3999. Whether you feel 

called to volunteer in person or to support this min-

istry financially or with your prayers, they would 

love to hear from you!  

http://www.mountain-top.org
mailto:alex@mountain-top.org
mailto:alex@mountain-top.org

