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statements regarding homosexuality 

were included in the Book of  Disci-

pline in 1972. The second week, we 

will look at the present standoff  in-

cluding the various advocacy groups, 

and the formation of  the Commission 

on the Way Forward. Finally, the last 

session we will explore what the future 

may look like. 

 

A few ground rules are to be observed 

during the three sessions. This is not a 

forum for advocacy, debate, or staking 

out a position. Our goal together is a 

fuller and clearer understanding of  

what is happening in our denomina-

tion. I hope you 

will make plans to 

join us for “Seeking 

a Way Forward.” 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Lyle 
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In This Issue 

As long as I can remember, United 

Methodism has embraced the identity 

of  being a big tent denomination with 

plenty of  room for diverse viewpoints. 

Some have even pointed out the tent is 

big enough to include George W. Bush 

and Hillary R. Clinton to support this 

idea. However, the seams of  the tent 

are fraying under the strain divergent 

convictions regarding human sexuality. 

The stress and strain on the tent has 

led to the formation of  the Commis-

sion on the Way Forward and a called 

General Conference in 2019. What 

does this mean for our denomination 

and this congregation? That is what we 

will talk about in a three-session class 

called “Seeking a Way Forward.” The 

class will be on Wednesday evenings at 

6:30 in the Multi-purpose Room begin-

ning on September 27. 

 

The class structure will begin with 

where we have been. That is, how the 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION .... September 2017 
 

MONTHLY 

2017 Monthly Budget Needs ......................... $43,083.67 
Monthly Budget Receipts  .............................. $29,580.00 
  
ANNUALLY 

2017 Yearly Budget: ...................................... $517,004.00 
2017 Receipts  ................................................ $359,148.54 
2017 Expenses  .............................................. $362,532.87 
 
UMCOR Hurricane Harvey - received $4,216.00 
UMCOR Flood/Cleaning Buckets - received $2,653.50 

MEMBERSHIP ................ 608 
  

T1 Worship 8:30 .............. 30 
New Community.............. 58 
T2 Worship 10:50 ............ 78 
The Landing...................... 15 
Children’s Church ............ 31 
Nursery ................................ 9 
Total Worship ............ 222 
  

Chapel .............................. NA 
Wed. Youth ....................... 14 
Sun. Youth ........................ 14 
  

Sunday School 
Adults................................. 80 
Youth ................................. 11 
Children/Teachers ........... 18 
Total Sunday School ...109 

HOURS 

Monday 

Tuesday &  

Thursday 

10 am to 2 pm 

256-435-1891 

8 am to 4:30 pm M-Th 

8 am to 12 noon Fri. 

Memorial 
Zelma Thompson 

Greg & Cheryl Potts 

 

ATTENDANCE 9.11 - 9.17 



Sep. 24 5:30p McMunn Missionaries 

Sep. 25 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 5:30p GS Brownies 

  GS Seniors 

 7p BSA 

Sep. 26 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 12p Staff Meeting 

 6:30p GS 51/54 

 6:30p NA 

Sep. 27 9a Kids 1st Chapel 

 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 10a JOY meeting 

 4p CrossTown 

 5:30p Cmas Program Practice 

 5:30p Youth Activities 

 6p Handbell rehearsal 

 6:30p Way Forward Class 

 7p Choir rehearsal 

Sep. 28 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 11a Warm Hearts 

 5:30p The Landing 

 6:30p NA  

 7p Audience of One reh. 

Sep. 29 9a Bridge Group 

 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 12p JOY Sew Day 

Calendar 

CHURCH SIGN: 

Preach the gospel at all times.  

Use words if necessary. 

“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.”      

Proverbs 17:22 

Services This Week 

Those Who Serve God in His Church 

September 24• Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 8:30 am 10:50 am 

Ushers: Connie Thompson David Myer 

 Frank Hartzog Tom Weems 

  Ken Hoffman 

  Paula Hoffman 

Readers: Mitch Conroy Zoey Thomas 

 Lexi Curtis  NC   

Acolytes:  Zoey Thomas 

   Mason Scoggins 

Nursery: Andrea MacTaggart Melanie Curtis 

 Carol Stokesberry (SUNDAY SCHOOL) 

Children’s Church Volunteers: 
  Melissa Gay  

10:50 am Traditional 
Sanctuary 

Rev. Lyle Holland 

   Scripture: Psalm 117 

Romans 15:1-13 

Sermon: On the Roman Road:  

One Voice 
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8:30 am Traditional 
Sanctuary 

Holy Communion 

Rev. Andy Curtis 

      Scripture: Psalm 117 

Romans 15:1-13 

Sermon: On the Roman Road:  

One Voice 

8:30 am Contemporary 
McWhorter Activity Center 

Rev. Lyle Holland 

  Scripture: Psalm 117 

Romans 15:1-13 

Sermon: On the Roman Road:  

One Voice 



Children’s Ministries with Stacie Johnson, Director of Children’s Ministries 

w w w . j a x f u m c k i d s . o r g ; s t a c i e @ j a x f u m c . o r g  
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Sunday, September 24 

Safe Sanctuary Training 9:45 am 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

 Crayons 

 Markers 

 Colored Pencils 

 Bottles of Glue 

 Glue Sticks 

 Child-Size Scissors 

 Construction Paper 

 Scotch Tape 

 Staples 

 Pencil Sharpeners 

School Supplies 

Since school supplies are on clearance in most 

stores, now is a good time to help restock the Chil-

dren’s Ministries supply. We need basic school sup-

plies. Next time you are at the store pick up a couple 

of these items and bring them to the church office. 

Thank you!  

Consignment Sale 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped out 

with the Consignment Sale last week. It was such a 

blessing to our community! It was a really great sale! 

We will have final numbers available in the coming 

weeks once everything has a chance to process 

through. Thank you so much to Elizabeth Renfroe 

for using your gift of organization and love for help-

ing others to lead the sale!  

This training is mandatory for all church employees 

and anyone who volunteers with children or youth.  

If you have not attended a training session during 

2017, you need to attend this one.  

 

Thanks! 



Natasha Jackson   

Summer Mission Trip Coordinator 

 

Vicki Shaw 

Encounter Coordinator 

 

Elizabeth Renfroe 

Minor Events Coordinator 

 

Becky & Rusty Simmons 

Safe Sanctuary Volunteer        

Coordinators 

 

Marita Watson 

Youth Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Buffy Lockette 

Publicity Coordinator 

 

Frank & Cheryl Hartzog 

Game & Snack Coordinators 

 

Woody Francis 

Carol Stokesberry 

Pumpkin Patch Coordinators 

YOUTH  

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 
Rev. Andy Curtis, Associate Pastor 

tudes, motivations, and val-

ues and the transformation 

of our outward behavior.  

 It is dynamic and reciprocal 

— a genuine inner trans-

formation leads inevitably 

to outward behavioral 

change. At the 

same time, the   

expression of the 

change in concrete 

(Continued on page 6) 
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 This Sunday (Sept. 24), we 

will finish our journey through 

Paul’s letter to the church at 

Rome, and we will be exploring 

verses such as this: “5 May the 

God of endurance and encourage-

ment give you the same attitude 

toward each other, similar to 

Christ Jesus’ attitude. 6 That way 

you can glorify the God and Fa-

ther of our Lord Jesus Christ to-

gether with one voice” (Romans 

15:5-6). As I read this, some obvi-

ous Wesleyan principles jumped 

out at me. Developing an attitude 

similar to that of Christ Jesus’ at-

titude would be a matter of fos-

tering deep levels of personal ho-

liness. While at the same time, 

glorifying God together with one 

voice clearly demonstrates the 

power of social holiness. If you 

know anything at all about John 

Wesley, you know that a chief 

concern of his was holiness. 

While I was pondering this, I ran 

across an article from David N. 

Field. The article is entitled Wes-

ley’s Passion and the Renewal of 

Methodism, and I’d like to share 

some of his thoughts with you 

(you can view the full article at 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/

lead/entry/8356/wesleys-passion-

and-the-renewal-of-methodism): 

 

“What then was Wesley’s pas-

sion? In a word it was holiness. 

But holiness is, well, so eighteenth 

century (or maybe nineteenth). 

Can it drive a contemporary re-

newal of Methodism? While we 

might want to use other language, 

I am convinced that a recovery of 

Wesley’s passion is precisely what 

we need in contemporary Meth-

odism.  

 

So what was Wesley going on 

about when he spoke of holiness? 

Firstly, we must distinguish it 

from some common substitutes. 

Holiness is not moralism — the 

following of a system of rules and 

regulations that condemns and 

ostracizes those who do not keep 

them. It is not social activism — 

the pursuit of justice in the social 

and political realms. It is not sim-

plistic charity — seeking from an 

advantaged position to do good 

to the less fortunate. It is not 

“spirituality” devoid of theological 

or ethical content. At its core, 

holiness is a transformative rela-

tionship with God in Christ by 

the Spirit that liberates us from 

sin, and which empowers and mo-

tivates us to love God and our 

neighbors. A Wesleyan under-

standing of holiness has the fol-

lowing characteristics: 
 

 It is a life transformed and 
shaped by cruciform love —  

it is a self-sacrificial love that 

gives ultimate loyalty to God 

and seeks the integral and ho-

listic well-being of others. 

 It is a holiness of heart and life 

— it includes both the trans-

formation of our inner atti-



actions facilitates the growth and deepening of 

the inner change.    

 It arises out of responsible grace — God initi-

ates the transformative relationship but we 

must respond to God’s work. This leads to a 

spiral in growth as God, in turn, responds to 

our response. 

 It is integral and holistic — it includes and in-

tegrates personal, communal and social dimen-

sions. 

 

Wesley was convinced that the transformation 

brought about by the Spirit brought true fulfill-

ment, for by participating in such transformation 

one was sharing in the goal for which God had 

created human beings. Thus holiness leads to hap-

piness [and wholeness].” 

  

May our continued growth in holiness, with the 

happiness and wholeness that it brings, enable us 

to find true unity in community and worship so 

that we can truly glorify God with one voice. 
 
Hope to see you Sunday, 

Andy 

(Continued from page 5) 

Please contact Anne Kimbrough if you would like to help: 

256-820-3455, or annekimbrough@hotmail.com. 

October 1 ........................ Pumpkins arrive 

October 2 ............... Pumpkin Patch opens 
 

Join the Fun! 

Shifts are usually 2 hours. If  you would like 

to work, signup forms are in the Sunday 

School classrooms. A schedule of  work shifts  

(with openings to be filled) is coming soon. 

Hours of Operation 

Monday - Friday ............... 2:00 - 6:00 pm 

Saturday .................... 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Sunday ............................... 1:00 - 5:00 pm 

After you have unloaded pumpkins,  
 

Blessing of the Animals 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

Sunday, October 1 

3:00 pm 
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Pray for Those Who Serve our Country:  

If you have names and addresses for other military church 

members, please call the office: 435-6021.  

† Deployed overseas ‡ Home (in the States) 

 MSG (P) David Beard ‡ 

 MAJ JEFFREY BUCKNER   † 

 LTC Michael Dempsey  ‡ 

 COL Doug Drake    ‡ 

 SPC Kyle Fields    ‡ 

 LTC Pete Garver   ‡ 

 SFC Matthew Reid  † 

 SGT Garrett Rose  ‡ 

Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends.  John 15:13 

Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.  1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Note:  We encourage you to contact the church office any time you want to place someone on the prayer list. Help us keep the list 

trimmed: if you know of someone who has recovered and needs to come off,  be sure to let us know.  Prayer requests will be rotated off 

after 2 weeks if we have received no updates. 

HELEN BARTHEL 

DONNA BUTNER 

Norma Chapman 

GLADYCE CORNELIUS 

BOB DOBSON 

CHALCY EVANS 

Corliss Ann Gibson 

EARL GIBSON 

MARTHA GIBSON 

EVELYN GLAZNER 

HENRI GUNNELLS 

LOTICE JONES 

BETTY LAWLER 

JACK LAWLER 

LOUISE LUALLEN 

CAROLYN LYNCH 

VICKE MOLAN 

MARY ROBERTSON 

RONNIE SANDERS 

TROY SANDERS 

RITA SPRUIELL 

MARGARET VALINE 

RANDY WOODROW 

Laura Youngblood 

(ALL CAPS denotes church members) 

EMILY ADCOCK 

Corliss Ann Gibson 

KAYLIE JOHNSON 

Tyler Law 

CAROLYN LYNCH 

Beverly Stevens 

ELAINE WINSLOW 

RANDY WOODROW 

Thanks to all my church family for the cards,       

messages, and good food, and especially for your 

prayers. My recovery is slow, but coming along fine.  

 

Love to all, 

Liz Weems 



First United Methodist Church 
PO Box 1025 109 Gayle Avenue SW 

Jacksonville, Alabama 36265 

ph (256) 435-6021 fx (256) 435-6262 

www.jaxfumc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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WORSHIPTIMES 
  

Sundays: 
Traditional - 8:30 & 10:50 am 

Contemporary - 8:30 am  
Sunday School - 9:45 am 

 

Whitney and Kirby will be speaking to us briefly in 

each service Sunday morning, and will make a 

presentation on Sunday at 5:30 pm in the MAC. 

Don’t miss their exciting story! 

 

An offering will be taken for their ministry. If you 

would like to donate, please make checks payable to 

JFUMC with “McMunn” on the memo line.  

An enlightening look at the issue of homosexuality in the  

Methodist church.  

Led by Rev. Lyle Holland. Reservations are not necessary. 


