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must deny themselves and take up their cross 

and follow me." The call to self-denial and cross-

bearing can obscure the simple connection of dis-

cipleship and following Jesus. 

 

  A few years ago, I heard Dr. Tom Albin, 

then dean of the Upper Room in Nashville, de-

scribe discipleship as simply following Jesus one 

"yes" at a time. Thinking of discipleship as saying, 

"yes" to Jesus in our daily life frames discipleship 

as a life-giving covenant relationship. However, I 

am reminded of wise counsel from a mentor years 

ago that one's "yes" has no meaning if you cannot 

also say "no." Certainly, a "yes" to Jesus will ne-

cessitate, occasionally, saying "no" to me (self-

denial) and choosing service over being served 

(cross-bearing).  

 

 How are you saying “Yes” to Jesus’ invita-

tion to follow him today?  

 

Seeking to Say “Yes”, 

Lyle 
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In This Issue 

 A constant challenge to communication is 

the distance between the communicator's intend-

ed message, and the hearer's interpretation. 

Years ago, in a brochure for a youth group ski 

retreat called "Avalanche," I wrote a brief over-

view of the retreat using skiing terms metaphori-

cally. In the brochure, I described how our even-

ing Bible studies were to prepare our students to 

negotiate the "black diamond" slopes of life.  

 

 My attempt to creatively describe a ski 

retreat Bible study simply backfired when an 

anxious mother envisioned her 8th grade daugh-

ter tumbling down a steep black diamond slope. 

A few days after students and parents received 

the brochure, I received a phone call. She was 

concerned that her daughter, who had never 

skied before, would be expected to tackle the 

black diamond runs at Winter Park, Colorado. 

Lesson learned. I opted for literal over creativity 

in the next event brochure. Words and phrases 

can be loaded with meanings we don’t intend. 

 

  "Disciple" is a loaded term open to inter-

pretation depending on our experiences and un-

derstanding. Yet, in the Gospel accounts of the 

New Testament, Jesus repeatedly described disci-

pleship as followership. In Matthew 16:24, Jesus 

declared, "Whoever wants to be my disciple 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION ............ August 2017 
 

MONTHLY 

2017 Monthly Budget Needs ......................... $43,083.67 
Monthly Budget Receipts  .............................. $17,828.25 
  
ANNUALLY 

2017 Yearly Budget: ...................................... $517,004.00 
2017 Receipts  ................................................ $309,157.07 
2017 Expenses  .............................................. $306,914.71 

ATTENDANCE 8.6.2017 
 

MEMBERSHIP ................ 609 
  

T1 Worship 8:30 ............... 33 
New Community .............. 65 
T2 Worship 10:50 ............ 82 
The Landing ...................... 13 
Children’s Church ..........NA 
Nursery .............................. 11 
Total Worship ............ 204 
  

Chapel ................................ 47 
Wed. Youth ....................... 14 
Sun. Youth ......................NA 
  

Sunday School 
Adults ................................. 86 
Youth ................................. 13 
Children/Teachers ........... 20 
Total Sunday School ... 119 

HOURS 

Monday 

Tuesday &  

Thursday 

10 am to 2 pm 

256-435-1891 

8 am to 4:30 pm M-Th 

8 am to 12 noon Fri. 

Memorial 
Jerome Crawford 

Greg & Cheryl Potts 

The Jacksonville Christian Outreach Center (JCOC) 

had another successful Back-to-School drive with 

plenty of help from our congregation. Overall, we 

donated $1,835 and 10 grocery bags of school sup-

plies to the effort, which benefitted many of our less 

fortunate families in Jacksonville.  

 

I want to thank everyone who contributed, and es-

pecially recognize Jack Lawler, Pairs & Spares Sun-

day school class, and Genesis Sunday school class 

for their very generous support.  

 

Our participation really made a difference. Thank 

you all.  

 

Mike Limerick 

JCOC Board Member 



Aug. 13 9:45a CM Parent Meeting 

 5:30p Realm Training 

Aug. 14 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

Aug. 15 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 12p Staff Meeting 

 6:30p NA 

Aug. 16 9a Kids 1st Chapel 

 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 10a JOY meeting 

 5:30p Youth Activities 

 6:30p Summer Book Study 

Aug. 17 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 11a Warm Hearts 

 5:30p The Landing 

 6:30p NA 

 7p Audience of One reh.  

Aug. 18 9a Bridge Group 

 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 12p JOY Sew Day 

Calendar 

CHURCH SIGN: 

If you’re headed in the wrong direc-

tion, God allows U-turns. 

“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.”      

Proverbs 17:22 

Services This Week 

Those Who Serve God in His Church 

August 13• Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 8:30 am 10:50 am 

Ushers: Gene Rhodes Bernice George 

 Jan Evans Floyd Kirby 

  Elizabeth Renfroe 

  Jim Howard 

Readers: Finn Jennings Ginny Jackson 

 MaKayla Gay  NC   

Acolytes:  Madison Watson 

  Brody Duckett 

Nursery: Rachel Rogers Yessi White 

 Heather Watkins (SUNDAY SCHOOL) 

Children’s Church Volunteers: 
 Lynn Mitchell Kristi Francis 

10:50 am Traditional 
Sanctuary 

Rev. Lyle Holland 

Scripture: Deuteronomy 30:11-16 

Romans 10:5-15 

Sermon: On the Roman Road:  

All Means All 
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8:30 am Traditional 
Sanctuary 

Holy Communion 

Rev. Lyle Holland 

 Scripture: Deuteronomy 30:11-16 

Romans 10:5-15 

Sermon: On the Roman Road:  

All Means All 

8:30 am Contemporary 
McWhorter Activity Center 

Rev. Andy Curtis 

 Scripture: Deuteronomy 30:11-16 

Romans 10:5-15 

Sermon: On the Roman Road:  

All Means All 

will be open 

Saturday, August 26 

11:00 am - 12:30 pm 



Children’s Ministries with Stacie Johnson, Director of Children’s Ministries 

w w w . j a x f u m c k i d s . o r g ; s t a c i e @ j a x f u m c . o r g  

August Announcements 

 August 13: Acolyte Sunday, Acolyte Training 

 August 13: Parent Meeting 

 August 16: Crosstown resumes! 

Crosstown 

Starting on August 16, we will be kicking off 

“Crosstown!” Registration is now open! Be sure to 

invite your friends and neighbors to come!  

 

CrossTown is in need of some volunteers for this 

upcoming year. If you are interested in serving, 

please let me know.  

 

Here is the format of Crosstown: 

4:00-4:15 Gathering Time 

4:15-5:15 Small Groups 

5:15-5:30 Closing Worship 

5:15-6:15 Christmas Program Practice (Starting Sep-

tember) 

 

Mrs. Stacie 

Parent Meeting 

This Sunday, August 13, we will have a quick Chil-

dren’s Ministry parent meeting during the beginning 

of Sunday school (9:45). This will give you an oppor-

tunity to sign your child up for Crosstown, Christ-

mas Program, etc. It will also give you the new 2017-

2018 Children’s Ministries Calendar. 

 

Acolytes 

Sunday, August 13, is Acolyte Sunday. We will rec-

ognize all current acolytes during both traditional 

services. That afternoon we will be having training 

for both current and new acolytes. The training 

schedule will be emailed out to the acolyte parents. 

If your child is going into the fourth grade or up and 

would like to serve as an acolyte please email me at 

stacie@jaxumc.org 
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Natasha Jackson   

Summer Mission Trip Coordinator 

 

Vicki Shaw 

Encounter Coordinator 

 

Elizabeth Renfroe 

Minor Events Coordinator 

 

Becky & Rusty Simmons 

Safe Sanctuary Volunteer        

Coordinators 

 

Marita Watson 

Youth Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Buffy Lockette 

Publicity Coordinator 

 

Frank & Cheryl Hartzog 

Game & Snack Coordinators 

 

Woody Francis 

Carol Stokesberry 

Pumpkin Patch Coordinators 

YOUTH  

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM Rev. Andy Curtis, Associate Pastor 

 Thus far, in the ordination journey we have looked at candidacy and semi-

nary. Now, I know what you are thinking. After seminary, it’s just a matter of a meet-

ing or two and then, BAM! Ordination, right? Well, for many of the people from oth-

er denominations that I went to seminary with, that was indeed the case. I know two 

individuals who literally finished their last final exam, drove straight to their ordaining 

board interviews and were approved for ordination all in the same day. For United 

Methodists it doesn’t quite work that way. In our denomination, during the post-

seminary period there is still much to be done; we call it provisional membership. 

 Before someone is ordained in the United Methodist Church, they must first 

go through a two-year minimum probationary period. In order to enter into provi-

sional membership, I had to fulfill the Board of Ordained Ministry’s (BOOM) required 

paperwork. Some of the BOOM paperwork requirements included: 
 

 Video a full worship service with me preaching 

 Conceptualize and write a 4-6 week Bible study 

 Undergo a full background check 

 Release financial and debt information 

 Secure letters of recommendation 

 Answer questions regarding theology, a few of which included: 

 What is your understanding of evil as it exists in the world? 

 What is your understanding of humanity, and the human need for divine 

grace? 

 What is your understanding of the incarnation? 

 How do you interpret the statement, “Jesus Christ is Lord?” 

 What is your conception of the activity of the Holy Spirit in personal faith, 

in the community of believers and in responsible living in the world? 

 What is your understanding of the Kingdom of God; the Resurrection; eter-

nal life? 

 Answer questions regarding the practice of ministry, a few of which included: 

 What is your understanding of the expectations and obligations of the itin-

erant system? 

 Are you presently convinced that the ordained ministry is the best way to 

respond to God’s call and claim upon your life? Why do you feel this way? 

 

 Once completed, my paperwork for provisional membership totaled 103 

pages!  

 That was just phase one, because after the paperwork was submitted, viewed 

and approved, I then had to go, for the first time, before the BOOM! In meeting with 

the BOOM, I had to go before three different groups: (1) Theology and Doctrine, (2) 

Practice of Ministry and (3) Called and Disciplined Life. Each group had approximately 

40 minutes to ask (or grill) me on any topic that fit under their respective group’s 

umbrella.  

 Needless to say, it was an intense morning of questioning. Nevertheless, I 

successfully completed my first round of board interviews and I was recommended to 

be commissioned as a provisional elder.  

 As a provisional elder, I was given a license to practice ministry (i.e. Serve as 

a church pastor either as a senior, solo, or associate pastor, legally marry couples, 

etc.), with full sacramental privileges within the church to which I was appointed, and 

voting rights on most all matters at annual conference. 

 

 It was at this point in my 

ministry journey that I was appointed 

to JFUMC. However, there was still 

more ahead of me on my way to-

ward ordination. Next week, we’ll 

look at RIM, Full Connection paper-

work, and my final encounter with 

the BOOM. 
 

 

Peace, 

Andy 
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Sponsored by J.O.Y. & JFUMC Youth. 

For more info, see Andy Curtis or Chris Brightbill, or see the 

Flame.  6 

The Missions Committee is selling casseroles 

again this year, and it’s time to place your  

order!  This year’s flavor selections are Sau-

sage and Chicken Pot Pie. The requested   

donation is still only $15 per casserole. They 

will be available for pickup on August 27. 

The program will begin after 

Labor Day. It will be on 

Wednesdays 3:45 - 5:00 pm. 

 

If  you are interested, please contact Anne 

Kimbrough at 256-820-3455. An informa-

tional meeting for those interested will be: 

The JFUMC Missions   

Committee will be develop-

ing an Elementary Tutorial 

program at the Jacksonville 

Recreation Center. We are 

looking for volunteers to   

assist in tutoring.  
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Pray for Those Who Serve our Country:  

If you have names and addresses for other military church 

members, please call the office: 435-6021.  

† Deployed overseas ‡ Home (in the States) 

 MSG (P) David Beard ‡ 

 MAJ JEFFREY BUCKNER   † 

 LTC Michael Dempsey  ‡ 

 COL Doug Drake    ‡ 

 SPC Kyle Fields    ‡ 

 LTC Pete Garver   ‡ 

 SFC Matthew Reid  † 

 SGT Garrett Rose  ‡ 

Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends.  John 15:13 

Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.  1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Note:  We encourage you to contact the church office any time you want to place someone on the prayer list. Help us keep the list 

trimmed: if you know of someone who has recovered and needs to come off,  be sure to let us know.  Prayer requests will be rotated off 

after 2 weeks if we have received no updates. 

HELEN BARTHEL 

DONNA BUTNER 

Norma Chapman 

GLADYCE CORNELIUS 

BOB DOBSON 

CHALCY EVANS 

Corliss Ann Gibson 

EARL GIBSON 

MARTHA GIBSON 

EVELYN GLAZNER 

HENRI GUNNELLS 

LOTICE JONES 

BETTY LAWLER 

JACK LAWLER 

LOUISE LUALLEN 

CAROLYN LYNCH 

VICKE MOLAN 

Diane Ponder 

MARY ROBERTSON 

RONNIE SANDERS 

TROY SANDERS 

RITA SPRUIELL 

MARGARET VALINE 

RANDY WOODROW 

Laura Youngblood 

(ALL CAPS denotes church members) 

Robert Berry 

Dode Conroy 

Susie Duncan 

Corliss Ann Gibson 

KAYLIE JOHNSON 

Tyler Law 

Bo Reeves 

Curt Sasser 

Chris St. Clair 

Steve White 

Congratulations to 
Jesse & Katie Leshko on the arrival of 

a son, Micah Jude, born July 27. He 

weighed 7 lbs, 10 oz., and is 20” long. 

Proud big sister is Darcy, proud grand-

parents are David & Vickie Shaw. 

Christian Sympathy is extended to 
Molly Grace Turner, Annelle Lee, and the family of  

JEROME CRAWFORD, who died August 2. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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WORSHIPTIMES 
  

Sundays: 
Traditional - 8:30 & 10:50 am 

Contemporary - 8:30 am  
Sunday School - 9:45 am 

 

Realm is an instrument of ACS, our church software database. Once the app is installed on your device, it allows 

us to communicate directly with one another quickly and easily about church news and events.  There will be two 

training sessions in the Multipurpose Room: one on August 13, at 5:30 pm, and one during the Sunday school 

hour at 9:45 am, for all church members to become acquainted with Realm and learn to use it. Be sure to bring 

your cell phones, tablets, and/or laptops. These training sessions will contain valuable information; please make 

them a priority on your calendar.  

Realm will become a primary communication source for this congregation.  

There will be an additional training session for group leaders on learning 

to use Realm. All staff, full time and part time, all Sunday school teachers, 

anyone who is in charge of a group of people at JFUMC, needs to attend 

this training session. This session will be very helpful, and you will learn  

a LOT! Please bring your electronic devices, and be sure to bring the 

passwords for those devices and passwords for any email address which 

receives messages from the church.                    


