making new disciples

JACKSONVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

www.jaxfumc.org

by Dr. David F. Watson, Academic Dean and Associate Professor of New Testament at United Theological Seminary
(Adapted article from MinistryMatters.com)

Let’s face it: no one really knows what’s going to
happen over the next few years within The United
Methodist Church. Division? Restructuring? Fragmentation? Slow demise? Despite widespread conjecture and one or two wild conspiracy theories, your
guess is as good as mine.
These are my unscientific thoughts, simply based on
observing trends both in North America and more
broadly in the global church, interacting with a variety of faith communities both within and outside of
the United States, and reading about the success of
early Methodism.
1. The Next Methodism will feed the hungry,
physically and spiritually.
Physically – One of the great things about the Methodist movement is that we are socially concerned.
Historically we’ve been deeply committed to providing for people in need. This is a strength of our tradition that, whatever happens next, we should continue. Feeding the poor, disaster relief, Imagine No Malaria, ministry with people with disabilities — these
represent great victories for the kingdom of God.
Spiritually – People are spiritually hungry, too. The
problem is that they just don’t know it. Sometimes
you hear people ask why revival tends to happen
among the poor, rather than the well off. The reason
is that the well off can afford enough “stuff” to fool
themselves into thinking they’re okay. The thing is,
they’re not okay. People in our culture are empty inside and mired in sin, and they simply don’t know it
because they have enough stuff in their lives to
numb the pain. What they’re hungry for is Jesus.

They may not know it, but Jesus is the only one who
can satisfy them.
2. The Next Methodism will be Spirit-filled.
Yes, some people do break out in hives at the mere
mention of “Spirit-filled” or “charismatic” Christianity. The term “charismatic,” however, simply means
that God gives us gifts. These gifts are described for
us in Romans 12:6-8 and 1 Corinthians 12:8-11. We
shouldn’t be surprised if God gives us these gifts
both in worship and the broader life of the church.
In fact, we should expect them.
The Next Methodism will recover the idea of God
as an agent, a giver of gifts who is actively involved
in our lives. I truly believe that the next generation
will not be converted by plausible words of wisdom,
but by a demonstration of the Spirit and power.
3. The Next Methodism will be rooted in Scripture.
There was a reason that John Wesley and his friends
at Oxford were derisively called “Bible
moths” (among other things). They were rigorously
committed to reading, internalizing, and living out
the words of Scripture. Wesley famously called himself a “man of one book,” referring, of course, to the
Bible. Though Wesley read quite broadly, no other
book could compare in importance, because only
one book could show us how to be saved.
The Bible is the one reliable guide that we have to
lead us into salvation. There are things that we could
(Continued on page 5)
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ATTENDANCE 6.11.2017
MEMBERSHIP ................ 610
T1 Worship 8:30.............NA
New Community .............. 70
T2 Worship 10:50 ............ 72
The Landing ...................... 19
Children’s Church ..........NA
Nursery ................................ 7
Total Worship ............ 168
Chapel ................................ 56
Wed. Youth ......................... 9
Sun. Youth ......................NA
Sunday School
Adults ...............................NA
Youth ................................... 7
Children/Teachers ........... 15
Total Sunday School .... 22

HOURS
Monday
Tuesday &
Thursday
10 am to 2 pm

256-435-1891

8 am to 4:30 pm M-Th
8 am to 12 noon Fri.

Calendar
June 18
June 19
June 20

June 21

June 22

June 23

June 24

4:30p
9:30a
6p
9:30a
12p
6:30p
9a
9:30a
10a
5:30p
9:30a
11a
5:30p
6:30p
7p
9a
9:30a
12p
11a

Those Who Serve God in His Church
Missions Cmte. mtg.
Kids 1st GMSC
Healthy Living Class
Kids 1st GMSC
Staff meeting
NA
Kids 1st Chapel
Kids 1st GMSC
JOY meeting
Youth Activities
Kids 1st GMSC
Warm Hearts
The Landing
NA
Audience of One reh.
Bridge Group
Kids 1st GMSC
JOY Sew Day
The Serving Table

June 18• Second Sunday after Pentecost
Ushers:

8:30 am
Debby Bishop
Bob Bishop

10:50 am
MJ Peters
Greg Nabors
Chris Brightbill

Readers:
Acolytes:

Reece Stokesberry
Reece Stokesberry
Rickey Jennings
Nursery:
Cheryl Hartzog
Beth Johnson
Kristi Killingsworth (SUNDAY SCHOOL)
Children’s Church Volunteers:
No Children’s Church

“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.”

Proverbs 17:22

Low Self Esteem Support Group will
meet Thursday at 7:00 pm. Please use
the back door.

Services This Week
8:30 am New Community

8:30 am Traditional

10:50 am Traditional

McWhorter Activity Center
Kim McCutcheon
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11
Sermon: “Made for a Purpose”

Sanctuary
Holy Communion
Rev. Andy Curtis
Scripture: Psalm 100, Romans 5:1-8
Sermon: The Roman Road: Peace

Sanctuary

VBS
Sunday!
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Children’s Ministries with
June Children’s Church

During the month of June, we will not be
having Children’s Church.

Stacie Johnson, Director of Children’s Ministries
www.jaxfumckids.org;stacie@jaxfumc.org

Summer Mission Trips
June 25 - Upper Sand Mountain Parish
July 30 - UMCOR

Vacation Bible School
Thank you so much to everyone who came and
helped make decorations, sort supplies, and decorate
the past couple of weeks! Also, special thank you to
everyone Cwho took home a project to work on for
VBS. Everything looks amazing!
Family Robots
The Family Robots looked amazing! Good job to
everyone who made one!
VBS Cleanup
We will be cleaning up VBS on Saturday, June 17, at
10 am. If you are available to come help, please come
and join us!
VBS Sunday
This Sunday, June 18, is VBS Sunday during the
10:50 am service. Be sure to wear your VBS shirt and
come as we celebrate a fun week at VBS and “Being
Created by God, Built for a Purpose!” See you Sunday!
Mrs. Stacie
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June 17
10 am VBS Cleanup Day

June 18
10:50 am VBS Sunday

(Continued from page 1)

derive about God just by observing the world
around us. For example, we might derive that God
is creative and desires order. We might reason from
this that God is good. But we wouldn’t know, for
example, that “God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life” (John
3:16). Likewise, we would be unlikely to derive on
our own Christ’s command to love our enemies and
pray for our persecutors (Matt 5:44) or that to enter
the kingdom of heaven we must become like a child
(Mark 10:15). Through Scripture God reveals to us
things we would never know otherwise. Most importantly, Scripture tells us the story of salvation
beginning with creation, continuing through the
children of Abraham, and brought to fulfillment in
Jesus.
4. The Next Methodism will be truly Wesleyan.
Earlier this year I read Rod Dreher’s The Benedict
Option. Its basic premise is that the culture has
turned against us as Christians. We need to retreat
and form tightly knit communities that will serve as
arks in which we can ride out the flood of neopaganism in Western culture.
After I finished it, though, I thought, What if John
Wesley had done that? Thankfully, he didn’t. In fact, he
did the opposite. He preached in the fields and
where anyone would listen. He went into the places

where he knew people were hostile to him. He didn’t
retreat from the culture. He confronted it. And in the
midst of all this, he led a revival that swept through
England and eventually became a global movement.
I don’t want the Benedict Option. I want the Wesley
Option: high-octane evangelism with a deep commitment to Scripture and an emphasis on sanctification
and social holiness.
Now, many have said this before, but I’ll say it one
more time, with feeling: Social holiness and social justice are two different things. Social holiness means
that God works through our relationships with other
people in order to make us into the people God
wants us to be. The class and band meetings of the
Wesleyan movement were aimed at social holiness.
People would inquire into one another’s spiritual
wellbeing, encourage and exhort one another, and
confess their sins.
This isn’t about the UMC. It is about something
much bigger, more powerful and more important.
Institutions can be helpful, but a movement will
change people’s lives. That’s what I want to be part of
— a movement, or, more precisely, a move of God.
Come Holy Spirit.
(The full article is available at http://
www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/8239/four-marks-ofthe-next-methodism)

Thank you, JFUMC family, for
the reception, cards and gifts in
honor of my ordination. You all
are simply the best, and our
family is happy to be serving in
ministry here with you!
Andy
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of Calhoun County, Inc.
Interfaith Ministries of Calhoun County, Inc. has a
mission statement of Bringing God’s People Together to Serve God’s People in Need. This exemplifies
the many services that Interfaith Ministries performs.
The Adult Dental Clinic is the only free dental service in Calhoun County for those without insurance.
A new Dental Clinic has started for the Calhoun
County Jail where the services are greatly needed.
The Emergency Financial Assistance offers help to
those who have nowhere to turn. Sometimes, the
assistance is for electricity or water, other times for
IDs or Social Security card assistance, other times
for a bus ticket to go home to family. The SenioRx
program is one of the most successful programs in
Calhoun County, with Interfaith Ministries helping
individuals receive over $37 million of prescriptions
in the last 15 years. There is a ministry for the homeless, a shower ministry where people can take showers, a Jobs for Life program, and a very successful
Meals on Wheels program.
The contact information is: 256-237-1472, business
hours are Monday - Thursday from 8:00 am to 4:00
pm. They are located in The Bridge at the back of
Anniston FUMC at 1431 Gurnee Avenue, Anniston,
Alabama 36201. Please see our webpage at
www.interfaithcalhoun.org. We love volunteers! If
you would like to help. you may call the number
listed above, or contact Pat Borstorff or Debbie Mosakowski.
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Kids 1st is currently seeking both
full-time and part-time teachers.
Qualified applicants must be at
least 19 years of age, possess a high
school diploma or GED, be willing
to submit to background checks and fingerprinting,
and have at least one year experience in working with
preschool-aged children.
Interested applicants should pick up an application
from the Kids 1st office Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 am and 3:00 pm, or send a
resume to: jennifer@jaxfumc.org.
If you have any questions, you may reach Jennifer
Thomas in the Kids 1st office at 256-782-0388.

Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

1 Thessalonians 5:11

Note: We encourage you to contact the church office any time you want to place someone on the prayer list. Help us keep the list
trimmed: if you know of someone who has recovered and needs to come off, be sure to let us know. Prayer requests will be rotated off
after 2 weeks if we have received no updates.

(ALL CAPS denotes church members)
Pat Apton

Judy Noyes

Payton Brigman

Bo Reeves

Dr. Bryant

Curt Sasser

Susie Duncan

Chris St. Clair

Corliss Ann Gibson

LIZ WEEMS

EARL LOCKETTE

DORIS YOUNG

Arlis Mitchell

HELEN BARTHEL
DONNA BUTNER
GLADYCE CORNELIUS
CHALCY EVANS
EARL GIBSON
MARTHA GIBSON
EVELYN GLAZNER
HENRI GUNNELLS
LOTICE JONES
BETTY LAWLER
JACK LAWLER
LOUISE LUALLEN

CAROLYN LYNCH
VICKE MOLAN
Diane Ponder
MARGARET POTTS
MARY ROBERTSON
RONNIE SANDERS
TROY SANDERS
RITA SPRUIELL
MARGARET VALINE
RANDY WOODROW
Laura Youngblood

Christian Sympathy is extended to
DEE DEE LLOYD and family in the death of her
cousin, David Brooks.
BELINDA LEVY and family in the loss of her uncle, Bob Coley.
the family of FOY MORGAN.

Pray for Those Who Serve our Country:
If you have names and addresses for other military church
members, please call the office: 435-6021.
† Deployed overseas ‡ Home (in the States)
 MSG (P) David Beard ‡
 MAJ JEFFREY BUCKNER ‡
 HN Jake Daniel ‡
 LTC Michael Dempsey ‡
 COL Doug Drake ‡

 SPC Kyle Fields ‡
 LTC Pete Garver ‡
 SFC Matthew Reid †
 SGT Garrett Rose ‡

Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.
John 15:13
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First United Methodist Church
PO Box 1025
109 Gayle Avenue SW
Jacksonville, Alabama 36265
ph (256) 435-6021 fx (256) 435-6262
www.jaxfumc.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

June 25
Jacksonville First UMC is partnering with the Alabama Cooperative Extension Service for a free six
session workshop on planning healthy, affordable
meals for your family. It starts Monday, June 19 at
6:00 pm and will meet in the Multipurpose Room
(Room 121).
Each class will include a healthy recipe tasting, nutrition information and other incentives to help you
and your family eat healthier.

Children to Upper Sand Mtn. Parish

June 25-28
Youth to Lake Junaluska

July 30
Children to UMCOR in Decatur

To register for the class, call Crystal McPherson at:
(256) 237-1621 (Extension Service) OR
Elizabeth Renfroe at: (256) 239-6033.

Class Dates:
June 19, June 26,
July 17, July 24, July 31,
and August 7.

WORSHIPTIMES
Sundays:
Traditional - 8:30 & 10:50 am
Contemporary - 8:30 am
Sunday School - 9:45 am
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