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Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s 

compassionate response to human suffering continues 

today: 

 

When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we re-

sponded 

When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we 

responded 

When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we 

responded 

And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be pre-

pared to respond 

 

UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to 

those who suffer because United Methodists give 

through UMCOR Sunday, (formerly One Great Hour 

of Sharing).  In fact, it’s your generous giving that al-

lows us to respond when disaster strikes. 

 

We will observe UMCOR Sunday at Jacksonville First 

UMC on March 26. Every gift to our church designat-

ed for UMCOR on 

March 26 will go to 

support the work of 

this vital global minis-

try. 
 
from www.umcgiving.org/

ministry-articles/one-great-

hour-of-sharing 
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In This Issue 

by Rev. Lyle Holland 

When disaster strikes around the globe—Haiti’s 2010 

earthquake or Typhoon Haiyan in 2013—so many 

watching the drama unfold on our living room televi-

sions feel entirely helpless. How could any one person 

make a difference in the wake of such widespread devas-

tation? As responders around the globe scramble to help 

survivors, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, 

UMCOR, is prepared to act. 

 

So don’t be fooled by the word committee. 

 

Since 1940, when UMCOR’s forerunner was established 

to meet the needs of those suffering overseas at the on-

set of World War II, we’ve continued to respond to 

those in desperate need—today throughout more than 

eighty countries around the world. 

 

The response of UMCOR isn’t something “they” do, it’s 

something “we” do. 
 

When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to 

Serve in His Name 

 

That’s because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday 

(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) is what allows 

UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, 

moving toward the most vulnerable in their darkest 

days. Convinced that all people have God-given worth 

and dignity—without regard to race, religion or gen-

der—together we are assisting those impacted by crisis 

or chronic need. 
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ATTENDANCE 3.5.2017 
 

MEMBERSHIP ................ 634 
  

T1 Worship 8:30 ............... 23 
New Community .............. 66 
T2 Worship 10:50 ............ 79 
Children’s Church ..........NA 
Nursery .............................. 12 
Total Worship ............ 180 
  

Chapel ................................ 48 
Wed. Youth .....................NA 
Sun. Youth .......................... 7 
  

Sunday School 
Adults ................................. 73 
Youth ................................... 6 
Children ............................. 19 
Total Sunday School .... 98 

HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday 

& Thursday 

10 am - 2 pm 

8 am to 4:30 pm M-Th 

8 am to 12 noon Fri. 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION ............. March 2017 
 

MONTHLY 

2017 Monthly Budget Needs......................... $43,083.67 
Monthly Budget Receipts............................... $13,815.00 
  
ANNUALLY 

2017 Yearly Budget: ...................................... $517,004.00 
2017 Receipts ................................................... $98,138.07 
2017 Expenses  .............................................. $104,709.33 

Memorial 
John Alen (Alpine, Alabama) 

Robert Rowan 

 

Jimmy Johnson 

Robert Rowan 

 

Buddy Tredaway 

Robert Rowan 

SUNDAY, MARCH 5 
Connectional Table Meeting 

3:00 pm 

Multipurpose Room (room 121) 

 

Missions Committee Meeting 

4:30 pm 

Conference Room (room 103) 



TIME CHANGE: Spring Forward One Hour! 

Mar. 12 3p Connectional Table mtg. 

 4:30p Missions Cmte. mtg. 

 5:30p Youth Activities 

  Confirmation Class 

Mar. 13 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 5:30p GS 

  CSA Pinewood Derby 

 7p BSA 

Mar. 14 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 12p Staff meeting 

 5p Neighbor2Neighbor 

 6:30p Narcotics Anon. 

Mar. 15 9a Kids 1st Chapel 

 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 10a JOY meeting 

 4p CrossTown 

 5:30p Youth Activities 

 6p Handbell rehearsal 

 7p Choir reh. 

Mar. 16 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 11a Warm Hearts 

 5:30p The Landing 

 6:30p Narcotics Anon. 

Mar. 17 9a Bridge Group 

 9:30a Kids 1st GMSC 

 12p JOY Sew Day 

Calendar Those Who Serve God in His Church 

March 12• Second Sunday in Lent 

 8:30 am 10:50 am 

Ushers: Gene Rhodes Bernice George 

  Floyd Kirby 

  Elizabeth Renfroe 

  Jim Howard 

Readers: Finn Jennings Mikaela Watkins 

 Anna Endinger NC 

Acolytes:  Sara Thomas 

   Isaac Francis 

Nursery: Melissa Gay Yessi White 

 Heather Watkins (SUNDAY SCHOOL) 

Children’s Church Volunteers: 
 Carla Endinger Heather Watkins 

“Nature is a gift from God and every blade of 

grass is a sermon,” a preacher told his summer-

time congregation.  The next day, the minister 

was mowing his lawn when a church member 

came along.  The parishioner stood and watched 

his pastor mow for a bit. Then, nodding his head 

in approval, he said, “Way to go, Pastor, cut ‘em 

short!” 

“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.”      

Proverbs 17:22 

Services This Week 

8:30 am Traditional 
Sanctuary 

Holy Communion 

Rev. Andy Curtis 

  Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4a,  

John 3:1-17 

Sermon: Living our Baptismal Calling:  

Accept 

10:50 am Traditional 
Sanctuary 

Rev. Lyle Holland  

Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4a,  

John 3:1-17 

Sermon: Living our Baptismal 
Calling: Accept 

8:30 am New Community 
McWhorter Activity Center 

Rev. Lyle Holland 

 Scripture: Genesis 12:1-4a,  

John 3:1-17 

Sermon: Living our Baptismal Calling:  

Accept 3 



Children’s Ministries with Stacie Johnson, Director of Children’s Ministries 
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Easter Egg Hunt 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, April 9 at 4:00 p.m. 

for our annual Easter Egg Hunt! It is going to be a 

lot of fun! Invite a friend! 

 

Help Needed 

 If you are available to help stuff eggs, baskets are 

located in the Conference Room. Please take a 

basket, and return it with filled eggs as soon as 

possible!  

 If you would like to help out with the Easter 

Egg Hunt, sign-up sheets are available or see 

Mrs. Stacie! 

 

Donations Needed 

 Individually-Wrapped Candy (No Chocolate)  

 Snack-Sized Packages of: Animal Crackers (2 

Boxes), Vanilla Wafers (2 Boxes), Cheese Its (2 

Boxes), Smarties (2 Bags), Goldfish (2 Boxes), 

Gummies (2 Boxes), Rice Krispie Treats (2 Box-

es) 

 Financial Donations 

 Travel-Sized Containers of shampoo, body 

wash, toothpaste, toothbrush, combs, deodorant, 

and washcloths. 

 

*The snack-sized packages are for the younger chil-

dren who may not be able to eat the small candy that 

is typically found in Easter Eggs. 

*The travel-sized hygiene items are for our mission 

project at the Easter Egg Hunt this year.  

 

Vacation Bible School Dates 
April 30 

VBS Work Day #1 
 

May 20 

VBS Work Day #2 
 

May 21 

VBS Team Meeting  4:00 pm 

Safe Sanctuary Training  5:00 pm 
 

June 4 

VBS Work Day #3 
 

June 10 

Last VBS Work Day 
 

June 11 

VBS Decorating Day 
 

June 12-16 

Vacation Bible School 

  

 June 17 

VBS Cleanup Day  

  

June 18 

VBS Sunday 

March 19 

NO Confirmation Class 

March 22 

NO CrossTown 

Vacation Bible School 

Stay tuned to the Flame over the coming weeks for 

more information about VBS and how you can get 

involved!  

 

Mrs. Stacie  



Rev. Andy Curtis, Associate Pastor 

Natasha Jackson   
Summer Mission Trip Coordinator 

 

Vicki Shaw 
Encounter Coordinator 

 

Elizabeth Renfroe 
Minor Events Coordinator 

 

Becky & Rusty Simmons 
Safe Sanctuary Volunteer Coordinators 

 

Marita Watson 
Youth Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Buffy Lockette 
Publicity Coordinator 

 

Frank & Cheryl Hartzog 
Game & Snack Coordinators 

 

Woody Francis 

Carol Stokesberry 
Pumpkin Patch Coordinators 

YOUTH  

LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 
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1 There was a Pharisee named Nicode-

mus, a Jewish leader. 2 He came to 

Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, 

we know that you are a teacher who 

has come from God, for no one could 

do these miraculous signs that you do 

unless God is with him.” (John 3:1-2). 

 

Who is this Nicodemus guy? 

 

From this passage, we see both a 

positive and negative view of him. 

On one hand, Nicodemus demon-

strates the first step of discipleship 

by seeking out Jesus. Also, he has a 

really high opinion of Jesus, and he 

demonstrates this when he calls Je-

sus a teacher who has come from 

God. 

 

On the other hand, Nicodemus 

seeks out Jesus under the cover of 

night. He has come to the right con-

clusion that Jesus is the One sent 

from God, but he is careful to not 

let his friends know what he is up to 

and where he is going. 

 

Still, it could be argued that Nicode-

mus made a valiant first attempt at 

discipleship, but was it enough? 

 

According to Jesus, no! In verse 21, 

Jesus states, “Whoever does the 

truth comes to the light so that it 

can be seen that their actions were 

done in God.” 

 

Wow! True believers--true follow-

ers come to the light so that it can 

be seen that their actions were 

done in God. True discipleship is 

not to be done under the cloak of 

darkness. True discipleship demon-

strates a life of healing, self-giving, 

justice, inclusivity, love and mercy 

lived through Jesus, and lived out in 

the open!1 True discipleship is lived 

out loud to the glory of God! True 

discipleship is God’s people openly 

living like they mean it! 

 

As we continue our Lenten sermon 

series in living out our baptismal 

calling, we might find it easy to say, 

“We will accept the freedom and 

power God gives us to resist evil, 

injustice, and oppression in whatev-

er forms they present themselves?” 

But, is our doing matching up with 

what we are saying? Do we try to 

secretly seek out Jesus under the 

cloak of night so that the evil and 

the temptation around us might not 

see where we have slipped off to; 

or, are we openly living as followers 

of Jesus Christ who will stop at 

nothing to see evil eradicated and 

God’s kingdom reigning on earth as 

it does in heaven? 

 

That’s a tough question! But, that’s 

exactly what believing in Jesus unto 

eternal life is all about. 

 

As we continue our Lenten journey, 

may we focus on Christ so that our 

doing, our saying and our believing 

openly declare that though we live 

in this world, we have been born 

again and we are citizens of another 

kingdom, a kingdom that loves the 

light and hates the darkness: God’s 

kingdom. 

 

Lenten blessings, 

 Andy 

 
1Dawn Chester. “Second Sunday 

in Lent – Accept: Preaching 

Notes.” https://

www.umcdiscipleship.org/

resources/second-sunday-in-lent-

accept-preaching-notes  



Williamstown, KY 

JFUMC Senior Ministries, in conjunction with First 

Baptist Church, is offering a trip to the Ark Encoun-

ter & Creation Museum in Williamstown, KY. The 

trip is scheduled for April 17-19 at a cost of $350 per 

person. This includes a chartered bus, hotel accom-

modations & tickets to both attractions. Please con-

tact Evin Thompson for more details about the trip.  

Phone: 256-343-9466 

Email: nethompson318@gmail.com 

 

For more information on these attractions, please 

visit: https://arkencounter.com and  

https://creationmuseum.org. 

Sunday, May 7, 2017 
time TBA  

(late afternoon or early evening) 

JFUMC Sanctuary 
 

Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi is a private 

Methodist college which is academic home to our 

own Allison Judge. Allison is sharing her choir and 

their music with us during their tour. 

Host homes will be needed for one night’s lodging. 

Please prayerfully consider being one of the host 

families for one or more of these wonderful college 

students! If you are interested, please contact 

Dan Marsengill (danmarsengill@aol.com) or 

Cyndi Judge (ivjudges@gmail.com). Thank 

you! 
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The first Tuesday evening in each month, the Ice 

Cream Disciples (ICD) visit the Coosa Valley Youth 

Services Attention Home for Girls. During 

each visit, the ICD share in singing Christian 

songs (a favorite with the girls), a short devo-

tion and ice cream and cookies. We celebrate 

any birthdays for the month by singing 

“Happy Birthday” and the gift of a Bible. For 

the December visit, we sing Christmas carols 

and provide a Wal-Mart gift card to each resi-

dent.  

 

The 14 bed home provides a non-secure, safe, 

residential environment where juvenile court 

judges in NE Alabama can place girls 12-17 

years of age who are in need of supervision. 

The Attention Home’s adolescents are considered 

status offenders, not delinquent offenders. It is a 24 

hour facility that is staffed with trained child care 

workers, who are supported by counseling and case 

management staff. The home operates an academic 

program, and provides recreation services, commu-

nity service projects, a 4-H club, a S.A.D.D. club 

and a horticultural therapy program.  

 

The Ice Cream Disciples has been a long standing 

ministry with the Attention Home, and the girls 

and staff look forward to seeing us each month. 

If you feel called to be a part of this mission min-

istry or in assisting with ICD, please contact 

Bruce Cunningham or Debbie Mosakowski. 

Guest musicians, special devotion or homemade 

cookies are always welcome! 

 

Debbie Mosakowski 



Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.  1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Note:  We encourage you to contact the church office any time you want to place someone on the prayer list. Help us keep the list 

trimmed: if you know of someone who has recovered and needs to come off,  be sure to let us know.  Prayer requests will be rotated off 

after 2 weeks if we have received no updates. 

(ALL CAPS denotes church members) 

Janice Alldredge 

GLADYCE CORNELIUS 

Susie Duncan 

JAN EVANS 

Becca Francis 

NANCY GAUGLER 

Corliss Ann Gibson 

EARL GIBSON 

Jaxon Handcock 

BOB HYMER 

Josh & Parker Johnson 

Debbie Musselman 

Elaine Romano 

LIZ WEEMS 

Pearl Williams 

ANN WOODROW 

Pray for Those Who Serve our Country:  

If you have names and addresses for other military church 

members, please call the office: 435-6021.  

† Deployed overseas ‡ Home (in the States) 

 MSG (P) David Beard ‡ 

 MAJ JEFFREY BUCKNER  ‡ 

 SPC Mark Caballero   † 

 HN Jake Daniel  ‡  

 LTC Michael Dempsey  ‡ 

 COL Doug Drake    ‡ 

 SPC Kyle Fields   ‡ 

 SPC Aaron Ford   ‡ 

 LTC Pete Garver   ‡ 

 LCPL Tyler Jones   ‡ 

 SPC Colton Lacy   ‡ 

 CPT Landon Maroney  † 

 SFC Matthew Reid  † 

 SGT Garrett Rose  ‡ 

 LTC MIKE THORNTON  † 

 SSG Kody Williams  ‡ 

Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends.  John 15:13 
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HELEN BARTHEL 

DONNA BUTNER 

GLADYCE CORNELIUS 

Barbara Cosper 

CHALCY EVANS 

EARL GIBSON 

MARTHA GIBSON 

EVELYN GLAZNER 

HENRI GUNNELLS 

LOTICE JONES 

BETTY LAWLER 

JACK LAWLER 

LOUISE LUALLEN 

CAROLYN LYNCH 

FOY MORGAN 

Diane Ponder 

MARGARET POTTS 

MARY ROBERTSON 

RONNIE SANDERS 

TROY SANDERS 

RITA SPRUIELL 

RANDY WOODROW 

PAUL YOUNG 

Laura Youngblood 

Christian Sympathy is extended to 

the family of Jonas Maldonado, a coworker of Co-

dy Jennings, who died last week at age 31. Prayers 

are requested for his surviving wife and 3 young 

daughters.  



First United Methodist Church 
PO Box 1025 109 Gayle Avenue SW 

Jacksonville, Alabama 36265 

ph (256) 435-6021 fx (256) 435-6262 

www.jaxfumc.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

8 makingnewdiscip lesmakingnewdisciplesmakingnewdiscip les  

WORSHIPTIMES 
  

Sundays: 
Traditional - 8:30 & 10:50 am 

Contemporary - 8:30 am  
Sunday School - 9:45 am 

 

sponsored by the 

Please begin saving your odds and ends and house-

hold items for us. More info. to come! 

Photo Dates: 
March 30, 31 and 

April 1 

Please mark your calendar.  

 You may call the church 

or come by to sign up for 

one of the three dates 

above.  Sign-up sheets will be available 

outside worship areas on Sundays.  

 You will then be contacted by Color 

Craft to set the time of your appoint-

ment.   

 Be sure to write it down!   

Daylight Savings Time  

begins this weekend.  

Be sure to set your clocks  

FORWARD  
one hour. 


