
The Messenger
St. Luke United Methodist Church – January 2023

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace and Peace in the name of Christ our Lord and Happy New Year!

The New year often gives us an opportunity to set goals, reflect, and consider the way God is calling us 
both as individuals and as a congregation.  In early Methodism, people would gather in discipleship 
groups at the beginning of the new year and renew their covenant to God and each other. We see John 
Wesley mention this act of renewal in his journal in 1749. 

Today it is a tradition in many churches is to use the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer to begin the New Year. 
The Covenant Prayer describes missional life devoted to following Jesus and serving as Christ's 
representative in the world he loves and is working to redeem. It tells us that being a Christian is more a 
way of life than a system of beliefs, it is a way of acting and serving. In worship this Sunday we will read 
this prayer and use it to reflect on our faith and calling. 

John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer
“I am no longer my own, but thine.

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.

Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.

I freely and heartily yield all things
to thy pleasure and disposal.

And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.”

I invite you to consider these words and take part in renewing your faith. How are you being called to 
serve Christ this year? Is your faith a priority to your life? Where do you see God work?

It is my hope that you will be renewed by the Holy Spirit to faithfully serve the risen Christ in 2023.

Grace and Peace,
Olivia 



UNITE Student Ministry’s Mission Statement
UNITE Student Ministry strives to seek and to serve Christ TOGETHER in order to 

bring honor and glory to Jesus and make His name known in this world.  

Happy New Year, my St. Luke brothers and sisters! My prayer for you and yours this year is that you will 
join our youth as we choose to strive for the happiness that we’re created for…a TRUE happiness that 
comes when we are satisfied in Jesus. In Him, we learn to search for, find, and hold on to the good life.

Throughout the next few months (beginning during our time at “The Good Life” Winter Retreat), UNITE 
Student Ministry will be studying the road to real happiness that Jesus maps out in the Beatitudes 
(Matt 5:1-12). We will discover together that true flourishing does not come through wealth, fame, 
laughter, or even perfect grades but through realizing that everything we need comes from God. We 
will reflect on Jesus’ life and consider how His transcendent happiness gave Him confidence and 
purpose. Because Christ’s happiness was rooted in something deeper, better, and more beautiful that 
His circumstances, His joy was unstoppable – “For the joy that lay before him, he endured the cross, 
despising shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb 12:2).

Jesus is still inviting people to be happy. The blessed – or happy – are those whose lives are interwoven 
into Jesus’ life and who are participating in His kingdom by the power of the Holy Spirit. Our lives are 
transformed as we become more like Him and align our hearts with Him. May we stop chasing 
shadows of happiness and realize that Jesus, Happiness Himself, is chasing us.  - Jenn Hope Knox

The Beatitudes of Jesus – A True Happiness Manifesto

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to 
Him, 2and He began to teach them, saying:
3Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7Blessed are the merciful, for they shall be shown mercy.
8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the sons of God.
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5:1-12

Jennifer Knox
Director of 

UNITE
Student Ministry



Join us on Wednesday, January 18th at 4 p.m. in Wesley Hall
for our 2023 St. Luke Kids Parent Meeting.

We will go over our calendar for 2023 and sign release forms for the year. 
Please remember to bring your id and insurance cards to this meeting. 

If you or your child does not have insurance, please contact Maggie. 
We can’t wait to share with you all that is planned!

Please contact Maggie with your child/children’s shirt size.

Join us on Wednesday, January 18th at 6 p.m. in the youth room 
for our 2023 UNITE Student Ministry Parent Meeting.

We will go over our calendar for 2023 and sign release forms for the year. 
Please remember to bring your id and insurance cards to this meeting.  

If you or your child does not have insurance, please contact Jenn.
We can’t wait to share with you all that is planned!



Maggie Waggerman                                                      
Director of 

Children’s Ministry

Happy New Year, St. Luke! I love January for many reasons, but the biggest is that it is a 
chance to start fresh. It is an opportunity to leave behind old habits and pick up new 
ones. I usually have a difficult time keeping my New Year's resolutions, but this year I 
have been thinking a lot about my goals for 2023. One goal is to read 52 books this 
year. One is to finally finish my bachelor’s degree. As I started thinking about mental, 
spiritual, and physical goals, however, I began asking myself the question, “What kind 
of person do I want to be?” It clicked with me that, while setting long-term goals is not 
a bad idea, what if I just focused on what I need to achieve each day? Not every day 
may look the same, some days my body may need to stay in and rest, some days I 
should be more active, and some days I may need to get to the coffee shop and work 
on homework until dinner time. Often, we get overwhelmed by our long-term goals 
because they seem unachievable. If your goals seem far away: 1. Remember that with 
God, all things are possible, and 2. It is much easier to reach your goals by focusing on 
the small steps ahead of you rather than the whole marathon. Each morning I will start 
my day by spending time with God and asking myself “What kind of person is God 
calling me to be today?” Instead of stressing about what I’ll achieve by next year I can 
be confident that each day I walk in the steps He’s set ahead of me, I am the most 
successful that I could ever be. I encourage you today to leave what is overwhelming 
you behind and to wake up each morning ready to be who God has called you in that 
very moment.

Lamentations 3:22-23 The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never 
cease. Great is His faithfulness, His mercies begin afresh each morning.

Upcoming events…
2023 St. Luke Kids Parent Meeting – Wednesday January 18th at 4pm
Cereal for Dinner Party! – Thursday, January 19th at 5pm
Trackers Starts Back – Wednesday, January 25th at 6pm
Blue Lake Winter Retreat – Friday, Feb. 3 - Sunday Feb. 5



Prayer Concerns

Our President and our leaders, our military, our Pastor and committee chairpersons as
they pray and make decisions for our wellbeing, David Bass (Carol Bass’s son), Joretta
Parker, Shawn & Monica Howard, Elizabeth Lee May (Cathy Gleisberg’s sister), PJ and
Dylan Key, Wilder Longsworth, Jim Bedsole, Marcia Bibb (Wendy Sykes’s mom),
Michael Sneckenberger, Piper Panter & family (Jan Roller’s cousin), Gene Faison,
Matthew Sullivant (John & Kim Baker’s nephew), Bud Frye (Diana Plant’s dad), Shawn
Paay & family, Renea Ledbetter, Connie Johnson, and John Armstrong (Julie Biddle’s
friends), Ann Shavonaski (friend of Bill & Sandra Bacon), Correy Bozeman (friend of the
Ernest family), Molly White (friends of Clarke & Callie White), Reid & Emily Clark and
family (friends of John & Wendy Sexton), Shirley Dawson (Carol Bass’s sister-in-law),
Melissa Baum (George’s mom), Amanda, Brett & Brindley Williams (family of Mary
Alice Logan), Jennifer Gentry (Ann Gentry’s daughter), Al Fleming (Friend of Ann
Gentry), Kym Drummond (Mary Alice Logan’s daughter), Susan Parker (Jennifer Kelley’s
friend), Patrick Miller (Butch Moody’s friend), Charolyn Leonard (Andy Leonard’s mom),
Julian Barefield (Judy McGaffey’s brother-in-law), Lucille Walker & family, Fran Radino
and Marie Berry (friends of Cathy Gleisberg), Jennifer Knox, Tim Toomey, Fern
Fairleigh, Ann Gentry, Joretta Parker, George Shaver, Andy Leonard, Jack & Carolyn
Oden, Barbara Arnold, Monica Howard, Ann Dora Cook, Linda Turner, Cathy Gleisberg,
C.T. & Marie Singleton, Randy Braden, Sherry Watt, Marilyn & Haywood Watkins,
Wade Spivey, Collins Etchi Ako – Congo missionary.

Military: Samantha Soverns, Davey Webber, Raleigh Clark, Brandon Baum, Travis 
Howland, Elisjsha Sexton, Phillip Hernandez, Brad Foley, Olivia den Besten, Bobby 
Abrams, Ethan Smith, Nathan Laisure, Jake Plotsky, Jordan Smith, Thomas Couch, 
Mitchell Baker, Robert Baker, Paul DeFeo.  

Assisted Living/Hospitals: Joey Fernihough Enterprise Nursing Home room 525, Ruby
Carnes Enterprise Nursing Home.

Prayers for our College and University Students: Jacob Braden [The University of
Alabama Huntsville], Sam McHenry [University of Central Arkansas], Nathan Light
[Virginia Military Institute], Carter Howard [Auburn University], Courtney Solie [Troy
University], Sierra Kirkland [Enterprise State Community College ], Ryan Howard [Troy
University], Victoria Cote [Troy University], Eleanor Covington and David Covington
[Auburn University], Requel Johnson [Troy University], Anne Light [James Madison
University in Virginia], Emmali Osterhoudt [University of Alabama], Bryson Storey
[Alabama Aviation College], Nate Webber [University of Alabama], Jackson Biddle [Troy
University].



Operation Christmas Child



Israel Trip 
Informational Meeting

Have you ever wanted to see the Holy Land and walk in the
steps of Jesus? We are planning a trip June 10 – 22,
2023. Come to an informational meeting on January 11th at
4:30 or 7 pm in the Asbury room to learn more. Brochures are
available in the church office. Questions? Contact Tracy
Bullinger 334.447.9673

Come join us on an 11-day journey through the Bible 2023 Holy
Land Journey starting at $3,198* from New York. You will see
Jericho, Qumran, Herodion, Bethlehem, Caesarea, Mount
Carmel, Tel Megiddo, Galilee, Tel Dan, Caesarea Philippi, Golan
Heights, Cana, Nazareth, Samaria, Jacob’s Well, Jerusalem, and
much more!



January is Faith Promise Month

Faith Promise Commitment cards for 2023 are located in Wesley Hall & the Narthex.  

Please be in prayer on how you would like to support and give to the Missions of St. Luke and fill out 
your commitment card and turn it in by Sunday, January 29, 2023. Thank you so much! 

MY 2023 FAITH PROMISE
Commitment Sunday is January 29th

Dear Lord: Because I believe You and your Son Jesus
Christ have called upon all of us to reach out to the
world, and because I feel that You would have me trust
in You, your Son and your Church with funds for mission
efforts, I make a Faith Promise to You to help support the
St. Luke Missions Committee with this pledge:
(Select a giving method)

$ __________ on a Weekly basis

$ __________ on a Monthly basis

$ __________ on a Semi-annual basis

or $ __________ total given during the Year.

or $ __________ as a one-time gift now.

To be given January 2023 through December 2023.

- - - - - - (Fold in half and return to the church office or 
place in offering plate) - - - - -

Dear Missions Committee: I have made a FAITH 
PROMISE to GOD to depend upon Him and help to 
support St. Luke UMC’s mission works during 2023  . I 
have made a pledge on behalf of my family or myself to 
provide support and prayers to the efforts of the missions 
committee -- as they follow the scriptures found in the 
Book of James in the Holy Bible.

PLEASE DO NOT SIGN THIS PLEDGE CARD
YOUR PLEDGE IS CONFIDENTIAL AND BETWEEN YOU AND 

THE LORD

When making a contribution to Missions, please make 
your check payable to “St. Luke UMC” and include “Faith 

Promise or Missions” on the memo line of your check. Your 
donation is tax-deductible as with your other contributions 

to St. Luke UMC.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PLEDGE



The HUB Meals for January 

January 18 – Hamburgers, hotdogs baked beans, & chips
January 25 – Chicken Alfredo, salad, and garlic bread

All meals are served with a drink and a dessert.

Reservations and/or cancellations must be made by 10 a.m. on Mondays. 
The number of meals given to the caterer at that time must be paid for by the church. 

We kindly ask that if your plans change after that deadline, please make  arrangements 
to pay for the meal/meals that you have reserved.  Carry-out boxes are always available 

if you cannot eat with us at church.      
Thank you!

If you were on the permanent dinner list last year (2022) and do not want to continue 
to be on the permanent list, please contact the church office at 347-9023. Thank you!

HUB Classes Beginning in January 2023

Women's Study

Matchless, the Life and Love of Jesus by Angie Smith - facilitated by Teresa Choutka at 
church on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. 

Days for Girls - facilitated by Patsy Chalker with initial meeting at church on Jan 18 from 
4:00-6:45. Future gatherings TBD at initial meeting.

Men's Study

Wild at Heart by John Eldredge - facilitated by Nate Plants at his home. Day and time 
TBD based off those interested. Please contact Nate either in person, by phone (334) 
406-1012, or through the church office no later than Friday, January 13.

United for Victory by Lance Ingram – facilitated by Jimmy Tullis at church on 
Wednesdays from 5:45-6:45 p.m.

Co-Ed Study

Romans 8: From Broken to Belonging by Noe Garcia - facilitated by Janice Braman, at 
church on Wednesdays from 5:45-6:45 p.m.
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