
The Messenger
St. Luke United Methodist Church – December 2022

Dear St. Luke Family,

Grace and peace in the name of Christ our Lord! What a joy it is to have entered this season of 
Advent this past Sunday. I am looking forward to all the exciting worship services and programs 
that are planned in the life of our church this year. 

The theme for Advent is “The Thrill of Hope” which comes from the song “Oh Holy Night.” The 
season of Advent is one that embodies hope. What is hope? Where to we receive hope? It 
seems to me that we seek to find hope in things which cannot or will not give us the hope that 
we need. We look for hope in financial security, medical treatments, and professional successes. 
We also assume that hope is a state of mind. Perhaps it is optimism or positive thinking. Yet that 
is not hope, at least not authentic hope.  

In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, we are reminded of hope that does not come in things 
that are seen. Paul writes, 

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature 
is being renewed day by day. For our slight, momentary affliction is producing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but 
at what cannot be seen, for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is 
eternal. -2 Corinthians 4: 16-18

Our hope is eternal. The Jewish community hoped for a Messiah that would overtake the 
oppression imposed on them by the Roman government. Yet, God incarnate did not come in the 
form of an army or a powerful king. Rather, the Messiah came in the form of a child, Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. Through Jesus we have hope! Our hope is not temporary, it is eternal. 

Over the next few weeks, I invite you to look toward Bethlehem. Witness as a tired mother and a 
weary father travel from inn to inn looking for a place to spend the night. Hear the angles singing 
songs and the shepherds hearing the Good News. See the star shining in the east. Listen for the 
cries of the Messiah as he takes his first breath on this earth. During this season spend time 
watching, waiting, and hoping.

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices. 

Grace and Peace,

Olivia 



UNITE Student Ministry’s Mission Statement
UNITE Student Ministry strives to seek and to serve Christ TOGETHER in order to 

bring honor and glory to Jesus and make His name known in this world.  

“A thrill of hope…” 
This is the hope that we sing of in our popular Christmas carol, “O Holy Night.” What is this hope, though? What 
do we mean by this particular phrase? Let’s begin by breaking it down:

 Thrill — (noun) a sudden wave of emotion or excitement

 Hope — (noun) a desire of some good, accompanied with at least a slight expectation of obtaining it, or a 
belief that it is obtainable

Combined, these two definitions would read as such: An excited desire and expectation of an obtainable good.

This beloved carol proclaims that such a hope causes a weary world to rejoice! This Hope rewrites the world’s 
story of being bound “in sin and error pining,” and gives her an expectation for a “new and glorious morn.” This 
hope is not wishful thinking. It is an expectation that is rooted in God’s promises. In this Hope, the soul feels its 
worth.

St. Luke family, on that Holy Night, our Savior was born, and his name is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isa 9:6). On that divine night, our thrill of Hope entered into our hopeless 
and dark situations, made them His own, and gave our hearts a reason to sing, “Amazing grace how sweet the 
sound.” Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, truly became one of us so that we may have a thrill of Hope in all 
circumstances. He conquered the darkness of our sin and made a way for us to live fully in the hope, joy, peace, 
and love of the Lord.

So, as you sing this cherished carol throughout this Christmas season…prayerfully reflect on how Jesus can be 
your True Hope in the best of times and the worst of times. What about your Hope causes you to rejoice? 

My prayer for you and yours this Christmas season is that you will cling to your thrill of Hope. Cling to it — to 
Him — and proclaim His goodness, power, and glory with your life even in the weariness. May our lives point to 
the Light who overcomes all darkness!  - Jenn Hope Knox

Upcoming UNITE Events:

 Wednesday, December 7th – UNITE Goes Caroling (5-6 p.m.)
 Tuesday, December 13th – “Come to the Table” Bible Study & Fellowship (6-7 a.m.)
 Wednesday, December 16th – UNITE Christmas Party (5:45-7:30 p.m.) *Bring a $10-$15 gift for “Dirty 

Santa”
 Wednesday, January 18th – UNITE Parent Meeting (6 p.m.)
 Friday, January 20th – Sunday, January 22nd – UNITE Winter Retreat!

Jennifer Knox
Director of 

UNITE
Student Ministry



Join us on Wednesday, January 18th at 4 p.m. in Wesley Hall
for our 2023 St. Luke Kids Parent Meeting.

We will go over our calendar for 2023 and sign release forms for the year. 
Please remember to bring your id and insurance cards to this meeting. 

If you or your child does not have insurance please contact Maggie. 
We can’t wait to share with you all that is planned!

Please contact Maggie with your child/children’s shirt size.

Join us on Wednesday, January 18th at 6 p.m. in the youth room 
for our 2023 UNITE Student Ministry Parent Meeting.

We will go over our calendar for 2023 and sign release forms for the year. 
Please remember to bring your id and insurance cards to this meeting.  

If you or your child does not have insurance please contact Jenn.
We can’t wait to share with you all that is planned!



JAM Schedule for December

December 4 – Amy Manfra

December 11 – Hilary Ellis

December 18 – Carrie Heninger

The HUB 

Wednesday evenings 
Dinner at 5 p.m.

Classes/Studies at 5:45 p.m.

No HUB until kick-off on 
January 18, 2023

Acolyte Schedule 
For December:

December 4 – Addie Pridgen
December 11 – Jacob Ernest

December 18 – Addie Pridgen
December 25 – Alex Braman

Crucifer Schedule 
For December:

December 4 – Zoe Biddle
December 11 – Beth Ann Braden

December 18 – Hannah Kelley
December 25 – Drew Braman

Usher List for Traditional Worship at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

December 4 – Clarke White & Gene Faison

December 11 – Joseph Willmann

December 18 – Perry Vickers

December 24 – Eugene Goolsby 

December 25 – AJ Gilson

The Count Team 

For DECEMBER is:

Sunday mornings

Jenny Braden 
&

Gayle Hottell

Trustee Unlocking and 
Locking the Church building 

for December:  
Andy Leonard & Ron White



Maggie Waggerman                                                      
Director of 

Children’s Ministry

I just want to speak the name of Jesus, over every heart and every mind
Cause I know there is peace within Your presence, I speak Jesus.

I just want to speak the name of Jesus, til every dark addiction starts to break
Declaring there is hope and there is freedom, I speak Jesus

Your name is power, Your name is healing, Your name is life
Break every stronghold, shine through the shadows, burn like a fire

I just want to speak the name of Jesus, over fear and all anxiety
To every soul held captive by depression, I speak Jesus

Your name is power, Your name is healing, Your name is life
Break every stronghold, shine through the shadows, burn like a fire

Shout Jesus from the mountains, Jesus in the streets
Jesus in the darkness over every enemy, Jesus for my family
I speak the holy name, Jesus

I just want to speak the name of Jesus, over every heart and every mind
Cause I know there is peace within Your presence, I speak Jesus.

This song is called I Speak Jesus by Charity Gayle and is one we will be doing at our Ten Cities Christmas 
worship concert this month. Since the first time I heard this song, I have repeated the lyrics over myself. My 
favorite part of this song is the bridge, “shout Jesus from the mountains, Jesus in the streets.” In a time where 
so much is uncertain, my prayer is that I can shout the name of Jesus over all uncertainty and over my family. I 
know the Christmas season is often a difficult time for some, but whatever you may be going through, I pray 
you can find hope in the name of Jesus, because He is the King of Kings and the Name Above all Names. If 
shouting the name of Jesus is difficult for you, I pray you are surrounded by people this holiday season who 
will walk through the darkness with you and speak Jesus over you! I hope you remember that you are so loved 
this Christmas season, even in the moments where you don’t feel it.

Upcoming St. Luke Kids events…

December 7th at 5pm – Churchwide Christmas caroling
December 14th at 5pm – St. Luke Kids Christmas Bash!
Saturday, December 24th at 6pm – St. Luke Christmas Eve Service
Wednesday, January 18th at 4 p.m. – St. Luke Parent Meeting for 2023



Prayer Concerns

Our President and our leaders, our military, our Pastor and committee chairpersons as
they pray and make decisions for our wellbeing, Elizabeth Lee May (Cathy Gleisberg’s
sister), PJ and Dylan Key, Wilder Longsworth, Jim Bedsole, Marcia Bibb (Wendy Sykes’s
mom), Michael Sneckenberger, Piper Panter & family (Jan Roller’s cousin), Gene
Faison, Matthew Sullivant (John & Kim Baker’s nephew), Bud Frye (Diana Plant’s dad),
Shawn Paay & family, Renea Ledbetter, Connie Johnson, and John Armstrong (Julie
Biddle’s friends), Ann Shavonaski (friend of Bill & Sandra Bacon), Correy Bozeman
(friend of the Ernest family), Molly White (friends of Clarke & Callie White), Reid &
Emily Clark and family (friends of John & Wendy Sexton), Shirley Dawson (Carol Bass’s
sister-in-law), Melissa Baum (George’s mom), Amanda, Brett & Brindley Williams
(family of Mary Alice Logan), Jennifer Gentry (Ann Gentry’s daughter), Al Fleming
(Friend of Ann Gentry), Kym Drummond (Mary Alice Logan’s daughter), Susan Parker
(Jennifer Kelley’s friend), Patrick Miller (Butch Moody’s friend), Charolyn Leonard (Andy
Leonard’s mom), Julian Barefield (Judy McGaffey’s brother-in-law), Lucille Walker &
family, Fran Radino and Marie Berry (friends of Cathy Gleisberg), Jennifer Knox, Tim
Toomey, Fern Fairleigh, Ann Gentry, Joretta Parker, George Shaver, Andy Leonard, Jack
& Carolyn Oden, Barbara Arnold, Monica Howard, Ann Dora Cook, Linda Turner, Cathy
Gleisberg, C.T. & Marie Singleton, Randy Braden, Sherry Watt, Marilyn & Haywood
Watkins, Wade Spivey, Collins Etchi Ako – Congo missionary.

Military – Samantha Soverns, Davey Webber, Raleigh Clark, Brandon Baum, Travis 
Howland, Elisjsha Sexton, Phillip Hernandez, Brad Foley, Olivia den Besten, Bobby 
Abrams, Ethan Smith, Nathan Laisure, Jake Plotsky, Jordan Smith, Thomas Couch, 
Mitchell Baker, Robert Baker, Paul DeFeo.  

Assisted Living/Hospitals - Joey Fernihough Enterprise Nursing Home room 525, Ruby
Carnes Enterprise Nursing Home.

Prayers for our College and University Students: Jacob Braden [The University of
Alabama Huntsville], Sam McHenry [University of Central Arkansas], Nathan Light
[Virginia Military Institute], Carter Howard [Auburn University], Courtney Solie [Troy
University], Sierra Kirkland [Enterprise State Community College ], Ryan Howard [Troy
University], Victoria Cote [Troy University], Eleanor Covington and David Covington
[Auburn University], Requel Johnson [Troy University], Anne Light [James Madison
University in Virginia], Emmali Osterhoudt [University of Alabama], Bryson Storey
[Alabama Aviation College], Nate Webber [University of Alabama], Jackson Biddle [Troy
University].



Thank you to everyone who participated as a volunteer at our
Operation Christmas Child Drop-off Location. St. Luke is blessed
with a church family who wants to serve our community, country.
and the world. We totaled over 100 volunteer hours for the week!!!
We loaded 135 cartons that contained 2040 individual boxes. Job
well done everyone! Special thank you to Sam and Joan Hurt who
served daily receiving boxes. Please say thank you to Howard Moore
of AAA Moving and Storage for donating the cargo truck and gas
that transported our cartons to the Central Drop-off Location. A
shout out to the F.I.S.H. and Pairs and Spares Sunday School Classes
for their muscles used loading the cartons. Countless children
around the world will have the opportunity to feel our love AND
hear about our Jesus through these shoeboxes. As the boxes
continue to travel out of our country and into the hands of countless
children, please pray their hearts will be prepared to accept Jesus as
their savior.

– Working for Him, Sonja Helms



December 2022 Events

Thursday, December 1:  Ten Cities Christmas Practice at 6 p.m.

Sunday, December 4: Ten Cities Christmas Practice at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, December 7: Church wide Christmas Caroling from 5-6 p.m.

Thursday, December 8: Staff Christmas Party at 5 p.m. at Pastor Olivia’s

Friday, December 9: Ten Cities Christmas Concert at 6 p.m.

Saturday, December 10: Live Nativity from 6-8 p.m.

Sunday, December 11: Missions Committee Meeting at 12:15 p.m. in the Asbury room

Wednesday, December 14: UNITE Student Ministry Christmas Party at 5:45 p.m.

Wednesday, December 14: St. Luke Kids Christmas Party at 5:45 p.m.

Friday, December 16: Enterprise City Schools closes at noon through Wednesday, 1/4/2023

Sunday, December 18: Last Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 18: Christmas Cantata at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Worship Service at 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 25: One Worship Service at 10 a.m. (No Sunday school & No JAM)

Monday & Tuesday, December 26 & 27: Office Closed

Wednesday & Thursday, December 28 & 29:  Church office closes at noon

Thursday, December 29: Last day to bring your end of year giving to the office by noon! 

Monday, January 2:  Church office closed for New Years


