
 

Triumph or Tragedy? 

John 12: 12-16 

Today is Palm Sunday / Passion Sunday according to our liturgical calendar. There is 

an option to preach either on Jesus' entry into Jerusalem or the passion part of the 

same scripture. In years past I have taken the option to preach on the passion, only 

because I was disappointed in the attendance at Good Friday services the past year. 

But over the years I have learned differently. It simply doesn't encourage people to 

attend. 

In the gospels the crowds have been trying to make Jesus their king for a long time. 

After all, he is the one they see as the savior of the Jews; the one who will release 

them from oppression by breaking the rule of Rome. The enthusiasm for Jresus has 

grown over time.  But Jesus wants no part of this.  

In our passage today, thousands are in Jerusalem for purification before the Passover 

celebration. The Pharisees gave instructions to the people to inform them if Jesus 

arrived in the city. Instead the crowd gathered at the city gate waving palm branches 

to welcome their new king. He is the one they thought would have national and 

political influence.  Again, Jesus wants no part of the crowd's expectations. He knows 

why he is there and what will happen. The people wave their palms in welcome as 

long as Jesus will be their kind of king.  

What aew our expectations of Jesus? What kind of king is He to us? 

Jesus will have no part of meeting our personal expectations because Jesus is 

committed to being God's kind of king.  

It's hard for us to hear, but look at what happened. Later, as Jesus stood next to Pilate,  

the crowds shouted crucify him!  I am one who believes some in that crowd were 

ones who hours before had waved palms to welcome Jesus.  

Do you think Jesus' entry into Jerusalem was a triumph or a tragedy?  I believe it was 

a triumph; God's triumph -- His win over sin. With this one final act, God saved His 

creation. 

As a sign of that triumph, let us throw down our palms a,ong with our expectations. 

Jesus came to grant us eternal life by taking on our sin so we can spend eternity with 

Him. 
 


