
 

What Does Sin Cost? 

Romans 4: 1-8 & 23-25 

The question is what does sin cost?  As we go through Lent we must consider the 

answer to this question. 

As we go through life we all attempt to pay off what we owe: mortgages, car 

payments, college educations.  We work hard to put food on our tables, clothe our 

families, and provide for their needs. We know the cost of things before we buy them 

because we see tags in stores, have estimates from contractors, and check interest 

rates at banks.  

But what about the cost of sin? Do we know that before we sin? Do we even know 

when we do sin? At last, when we are convicted that something is a sin, did we know 

how much it would cost before we committed it?  

In the passage in Romans we can imagine Paul's audience having several objections.  

First; this is too risky to be true. Before I admit I can't pay that debt I need to know 

what my works are for?  What's my motivation for doing things if it won't save me? 

Why do anything at all? Why should I stop sinning if I'm saved by God's Grace?  

Paul's answer to that is this:  just because we are saved by Grace should be keep on 

sinning?  NO!  That would be grace promoting sin.  That would be self-

condemnation.  

Works is our response to God's Saving Grace through Jesus Christ. Done so others 

will know His Grace like we do. 

Second; this whole idea is too radical to be true. Take a look at Abraham.  He trusted 

God instead of trusting in the law. That was radical. But that's all he needed to do to 

have a right relationship with God. He was therefore deemed righteous.  

Third; this is too good to be true. This is the objection from people who think it's too 

late for them because they see themselves are the worst of sinners. What we say to 

that is "God's got that covered." Grace is available to everyone.  

There's not one of us who hasn't racked up a bigger bill than we can pay. But if we 

accept God's grace for ourselves and turn to Jesus Christ, we are saved from the fires 

of hell.  

So, what is the cost of sin?  It cost God His Only Son -- that's the cost of sin! That's 

the bill we can't pay! 


