
 

Religion Can be Ugly 

Matthew 20: 29-34 

In his book, "And the Angels Were Silent", Max Lucado tells the story of a man in a 

San Antonio hospital emergency room.  The man had taken a bad fall and ended up 

with a punctured lung, broken ribs, and internal bruising.  As he laid there waiting for 

the doctors to insert a tube in his chest, the two doctors began to argue over 

procedure. The argument became quite heated and shoving ensued.  While the two 

were arguing, two other doctors inserted the tube and saved the man's life. This was a 

case of a person's needs being ignored while opinions are disputed.  

In our scripture today we can easily figure out why people didn't want the blind men 

coming near Jesus.  Jesus was on a mission that was very important.  Israel's future 

was at stake. Besides, the men's sins caused their blindness and made them unclean. 

There was just no time for blind beggars along the roadside.  

Usually churches known for their stance on an issue aren't know for their reliance on 

God. It gets ugly! 

Take Hezekiah for example. Jewish law says Passover must be celebrated the 11th 

day of the first month, and only by those who are ritually clean.  That didn't stop 

Hezekiah.  He held Passover on the 11th day of the second month and even included 

those who had formerly worshipped idols. He sought God with all his heart and urged 

the people to do the same. When we seek God with all of our heart, we find Him. 

Regardless of whether our worship seems perfect, our singing is on key and in the 

right tempo, or the words we pray are beautiful if we seek God with all our heart we 

find Him. 

Now imagine those blind men seeing the flowers in the fields for the first time.  

Imagine them seeing the colorful robes some people wore, or the mountains and 

valleys. Imagine their excitement when for the first time they saw the face of Jesus. 

They could now do all of this because they first sought the Lord with their whole 

heart.   

Should this be what our worship is about or is it the rules of proper decorum and how 

things look as we sit here Sunday morning?  We come before God each Sunday 

morning to worship and glorify Him.  We are all sinners with unclean hands. Among 

us may be some who have simply come to find Jesus.  So hear what I say:  

 If we seek Him we will find Him, even with all of our differences.  

 
 


