
Dear Friends, 
 
Scripture: Mark 8:27-38 
When Jesus began to explain what the future was going to look like for him, what do you think 
the atmosphere must have been like in that room? I imagine Peter's face must have paled, his 
composure evaporated. Peter must have felt like a pebble instead of a rock. Peter's response 
caused a response in Jesus that must have deeply cut  into the disciples: "Get behind me, 
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things" (Mark 8:33). 
 
And from there Jesus lays it on the line quite openly about what it is going to take to be one of 
his disciples. "Those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for the 
sake of the gospel will save it" (Mark 8:35). It is a three point plan. Deny yourselves. Take up 
your cross. Follow me. 
 
Unlike the disciples, some of the religious leaders of his day understood. There were elders 
who understood and fumed and fussed. There were priests who understood and spit on the 
ground. There were scribes who understood and shouted, "Blasphemy!" Some grasped his call 
and knew his mission--though in opposition. And the truth of Jesus' words was so threatening 
to the religious  and political powers of the time that they decided to kill him. And that is just 
what they did. Fulfilling what the prophets had forecast, they looted his clothes, mocked his 
name, and crucified him. 
 
So that leaves us to decide just as the disciples and the crowds had to decide. Jesus asks 
each one of us , "Who do you say that I am?" The answer and what happens next in our 
journey is up to you and me.  
 
111 days ago I decided to begin writing a daily devotion to the email listing at St Paul Calvary 
UMC just to try to keep us connected during our time of not meeting together. The email list 
grew and there were other friends and family that I also sent this to. Throughout the 111 days I 
only missed writing devotions 2 times. Today my time as the interim pastor at St Paul Calvary 
comes to an end and so do these daily devotional writings. I hope in some small way that my 
ramblings have helped you as you journey through life as a disciple of Jesus Christ. I want to 
say thank you again for all of the kindness and love that you have shown to Deb and I over the 
last 9 months. We received over 40 cards from you folks this past week and were very 
touched by the heartfelt messages that you wrote. And amazingly, no 2 cards were alike! All of 
you were a blessing to us and our time with you will never be forgotten. 
 
O God, we give you thanks today for the opportunity to serve you. As you place those 
opportunities before us, may we not shy away from them, but may we grab ahold of them and 
hang on for the ride of a lifetime. You will never desert us or forsake us. So help us this day to 
take up our cross and follow you. Amen. 
 
Stay safe. Stay healthy. Stay in prayer for all of us. 
Blessings 
Pastor Tom 
 


