
Dear Friends and Family of St Paul Calvary UMC, 
 
Scripture Mark 8:27-38 
Jesus' teaching about his mission and ministry represented a new way of thinking. A 
new view of discipleship was required. We all understand how ambiguous messages 
can be misunderstood. But when someone speaks openly and directly as Jesus did 
here, there is little room for misunderstanding. The problem is that, despite their 
relationship with Jesus, the disciples did not understand what Jesus was really about. 
Somehow, they had missed the point. 
 
Of course, the disciples had a preconception of what a messiah should be. The 
scriptures they had heard from their childhood told them of one who would be God's 
chosen one, one in whom God delighted. This one would bring forth justice and blot out 
sins. This one would open the eyes of the blind and redeem the lost. Had they not 
witnessed all of this in Jesus? Of course, they had. The disciples could repeat the 
prophecies of Isaiah and the others by heart. Is this not the fast that I choose; to loose 
the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and 
to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide 
yourself from your own kin? (Isaiah 58:6-7) 
 
"Yes." the disciples would say to one another. "We have seen these things taking 
place." But did they miss the prophecies of Isaiah and the others who spoke of one who 
would be despised and rejected; one who would be oppressed and afflicted; one who 
would be wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; a man of suffering 
and acquainted with grief? Did they miss that the messiah would enter Jerusalem, 
"humble and riding on a donkey"  (Zechariah 9:9). 
 
The disciples' concept of Jesus' identity and mission was much like the crowd that 
followed Jesus. Despite the clarity with which Jesus spoke, the disciples just didn't get 
it. 
 
More to follow tomorrow. 
 
Dear Lord, we are afraid of what it means to follow you. We regret our tendency to put 
ourselves ahead of others. We want to change, to repent, but we know that it comes 
with a cost that we would rather avoid. We ask for your forgiveness for our reluctance to 
follow. have mercy on us. Give us confidence in you and make us willing and eager to 
follow you regardless of the cost. Amen. 
 
Stay safe. Stay healthy. Stay in prayer for all of us. 
Blessings 
Pastor Tom 
 


