
Dear Friends and Family of St Paul Calvary UMC, 
 
Scripture: Mark 8:27-38 
"How am I doing?" he asked hesitantly. I panicked. I knew what he was asking. I knew he was looking 
for reassurance. But I could see the quality of his work was lacking. What was I to say--"It could be 
better": "Fine": "OK"? Speaking openly requires not only precise language and some degree of 
courage; it also requires speaking the truth. 
 
Jesus spoke openly whether he was speaking to the Pharisees or a Gentile, his enemies or his 
closest friends. And Jesus spoke openly and plainly to his disciples. When Jesus began to speak 
openly with his disciples about what was to come, they were unable to accept his words. They were 
probably stunned. Suffering? Rejection? And be killed? No way! "This simply could not be," they 
reasoned. "There must be some mistake. We must have heard incorrectly." Their concept of a 
messiah did not include suffering, rejection, and murder. Nothing could be further from their 
understanding. 
 
In disbelief, Peter, speaking for the rest of the disciples, pulled Jesus aside and began to reprimand 
him. For three years, these disciples had witnessed miracle after miracle. They had seen Jesus give 
sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf. They had witnessed the exorcising of demons, the 
forgiveness of sins, the calming of the sea, the raising of the dead. They had observed the 
compassion of this man, even when he was exhausted. They had seen Jesus expose the hypocrisy 
of the Pharisees and cure the lepers. Surely this man was the one whom the prophets spoke. 
Suffering? Rejection? Killed? No way! 
 
And I am sure that some doubt began to creep into the disciples thinking at this point: "Have we 
followed the wrong one? Have we left our homes and families and jobs to follow someone who isn't 
what we thought?" These are doubts that we too have from time to time as see the world we currently 
live in imploding and exploding around us. 
 
Tomorrow we will continue to explore this text from Mark. 
 
As we come before you, O Christ, we want to speak confidently that you are the Messiah. We give 
you thanks and praise that through the power of the Holy Spirit you give us the courage to speak 
boldly. Continue to give us strength and courage to say and do what is right. Amen. 
 
Announcement: On Monday, June 29, 2020, at 7 pm in the church sanctuary there will be a church 
conference to vote on the sale of the Scott Street property. The Trustees, the Finance Committee, the 
Administrative Council, and the Committee on Building and Location of the Williamsport District of the 
United Methodist Church have all given their ok to proceed with the sale. All that is needed is Church 
Conference action. Everyone who is a member of St Paul Calvary has the right to vote on the 
recommendation. 
 
Stay safe. Stay healthy. Stay in prayer for all of us. 
Blessings 
Pastor Tom 
 


