
Dear Family and Friends of St Paul Calvary UMC, 
 
As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha 
opened her house to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he 
said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and 
asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!" 
"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, but only one 
thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her." (Luke 10:38-
42) 
 
Martha was busy--busy sweeping the floor, baking bread, and setting the table. When Jesus knocked 
at the door, she ushered him to a seat, gave him something to drink, and hurried out to check on the 
meal. Then she noticed that Mary was just sitting out there in the living room listening to Jesus. How 
ridiculous!  Here she was frantically managing a three-ring circus i, while Mary just sat around.in the 
kitchen. 
 
She marched out to the living room and complained, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me 
all the work to do myself? Tell her then to help me." But Jesus did not back her up. He surprised her 
by saying, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things...Mary has chosen the 
better part, which will not be taken away from her." 
 
This is a familiar story, but we can miss the point. Jesus is not simply telling Martha to take a break. 
Note that Mary was not stretched out the sofa, taking a snooze. She was sitting at the feet of Jesus. I 
believe that Jesus is telling us that the core of our existence is our life with him. The Christian life is 
an active life, a life of worship and service, a life of telling the story of God's redeeming love. And it's 
mainspring is Jesus. 
 
At the center of our faith is the conviction that Jesus, who was crucified, is not a dead martyr but a 
living Savior. death could not hold him in its grip. Christ rose in triumph and reigns as the head over 
the church, the body of Christ. Jesus is present with us today at work, at play, at home, and on 
vacation. He is as close to us the air we breathe. 
 
Help us, O Lord, to not become so busy that we miss you in all of your creation around us. The sun is 
shining, the birds are singing, the flowers are blooming, and we are able to enjoy it all. Amen. 
 
Announcement: There will be a church conference meeting held on Monday, June 29, 2020 at 7 pm 
in the sanctuary of the church. The purpose of the church conference is to approve the sale of the 
Scott Street property. The Trustees, the Finance Committee, the Administrative Council and the 
Williamsport District Committee on Building Location have all given their approval to proceed forward 
with the sale. Everyone who is a member of St Paul Calvary UMC may vote on his issue. 
 
Stay safe. Stay Healthy. Stay in prayer for all of us. 
Blessings 
Pastor Tom 
 


