
 

 

Wednesday, April 8, 2020 

To My Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Williamsport District, 
 

Some Shared Reflections (Day 3 of 7) as We Journey through the  

Distress of the COVID-19 Pandemic and HOLY WEEK 2020 
 

 

Psalm 18:1-3  –  “I love you, O LORD, my strength.  The LORD is my rock, my  

fortress, and my deliverer; my God:  my rock in whom I take refuge, my shield,  

and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  I call upon the LORD, who is  

worthy to be praised, so I shall be saved from my enemies.  (NRSV) 

 
Back in the day, pastors pursuing ordination in The United Methodist Church had to go through (endure) two 
completely separate ordination processes enroute to full membership as an Elder.  In one of those cycles, rather than 
write a Bible study on a specific book of the Bible, the option was given to do a Bible study based upon a key theme of 
Scripture.  I don’t recall the exact title I gave it, but I sure remember the theme of that eight- or nine-part Bible study:   

Covenant God:  Creating, Pursuing, Delivering. 
  
Repeatedly, this nature of God that saturates Scripture’s story has been a source of comfort, hope, and assurance to 
me in these increasingly challenging and frightening days of the COVID19 pandemic and the havoc being wreaked.   
 
Briefly:  The Creator cannot abandon the creation and those created in God’s image.  We see it time and again.  
Despite the “stiff-neck-ed-ness” of the created – our desire to be “god of our own lives, radically independent and 
calling our own shots,” – the Creator pursues us through the brokenness we have wrought.  It’s almost as though God 
cannot help but to do that.  And get this:  that pursuit ultimately isn’t to inflict pain and punishment, or to “snuff out” and 
eliminate the created, but – rather – to deliver.  Central to “deliverance” is a restoring, a re-deeming, a resurrecting of 
the created into new relationship that then gives us a role in the redemption of the world:  Thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in Heaven.  Christ’s ambassadors.  Salt and Light in the world.  The aroma of Jesus.  Loving others as we have 
known the love of Jesus to us.   
 
I could go on and on (as you well know!).  Suffice it to say that God is Covenantal, not Contractual.  Covenant is 
initiated and gifted by God to the created who are in no position to offer God anything, and certainly not in a position to 
bargain a deal.  God initiates the gift and outlines how the gifts of our lives are to be used.   Though we rebel, warp, 
ignore, skew the gift, God does not withdraw the Covenant nature of who God is.  Think about it.  In the contractual 
mindset in which we are immersed in our culture and world, such behavior results in a broken contract, and the 
relationship of “exchange” is broken off, often with immediate penalty.  But not with God.  The pursuit to deliver 
continues through to our final breath.  This Holy Week, I am thankful that God hasn’t given Jesus via a contract: “I’ll 
come among you in the flesh (the Son) and give all the inherent benefits thereof, if you …” (imagine the terms that 
could be outlined for contract fulfillment).  How many times would I have broken the “contract” – this week, let alone  
in a lifetime?   
 
This Holy Week, let us – Together as ONE – cry out to God:  Creator, Pursuer, Deliverer, for deliverance through this 
distressful time of pandemic, and through life in general.  Let us ask God to help us hear the ways God is calling us to 
participate in the deliverance offered; to be less stiff-necked.  And may God grant us the good sense to listen.  Amen. 



 
A sampling of Scripture’s revealing the Covenant nature of God:  Creator, Pursuer and Deliverer – even and especially 
in the face of the fumbling, contractual-bargaining, and the outright rebellion by the created: 
 

• Adam and Eve:  in their desire to be “god” of their own lives amidst the bounty of blessings and Covenant gift 
of life, God’s love pursued and delivered them beyond the “protentional period” of the relationship they broke. 
 

• The stiff-necked behavior of the Israelites being delivered through the wilderness is right there for us to read – 
time and again.  Yet, God’s creative pursuit for deliverance continued – repeatedly!  
 

• The failure of the human condition to receive God’s Commandments and Law to set our relationships aright, 
and the failure to heed prophets and judges and even Kings to set our hearts aright, was not met by God with 
abandonment, but ultimately by yet another pursuit to deliver:  the birth of Jesus, the Word made flesh.  (Talk 
about a gift given in Covenant fashion as opposed to Contractual form with all kinds of strings attached.) 
 

• How about Jesus’ entire ministry?  Disciples hanging out with him, seeing everything real up-close and 
personal, and yet they still don’t get it!?   Then there were those who in their religious perspective of seeing 
“right-behavior” as the means of restored relationship with God, constantly missed the Covenant of God 
reaching for their hearts and minds (those stories are legion, from plucking grain on a Sabbath to allowing a 
hemorrhaging woman to touch him, to driving Jesus to a cliff because of his prophetic teaching).  Jesus forged 
on, continuing to the Cross and beyond the Resurrection as our Covenant God in the flesh:  Creating, 
Pursuing, Delivering.   
 

• The theme goes on and on … from Jesus’ words on the Cross, to the early Church’s fumbling in fracture and 
lukewarm-ness.  Indeed, it continues through this day.   

 
This Holy Week, I give thanks for God’s Covenantal ways, and I sense a new urgency to surrender myself anew to the 
Lordship of the One who doesn’t need my heart and who doesn’t need the “church,” but who desires all of it with the 
unfathomable depths of his heart. 
 

  

 “God’s Peace and Embrace for the Deliverance God is Seeking to Give Us,    - troy howell 
 


