
 

 

Tuesday, April 7, 2020 

To My Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Williamsport District, 
 

Some Shared Reflections (Day 2 of 7) as We Journey through the  

Distress of the COVID-19 Pandemic and HOLY WEEK 2020 
 

 

1 Peter 2:11-17 – “Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourselves cozy in it.  

Don’t indulge your ego at the expense of your soul.  Live an exemplary life among the 

natives so that your actions will refute their prejudices.  Then they’ll be won over to God’s 

side and be there to join in the celebration when he arrives.  Make the Master proud of you 

by being good citizens. Respect the authorities, whatever their level; they are God’s 

emissaries for keeping order.  It is God’s will that by doing good, you might cure the 

ignorance of the fools who think you’re a danger to society.  Exercise your freedom by 

serving God, not by breaking the rules.  Treat everyone you meet with dignity.  Love your 

spiritual family.  Revere God.  Respect the government.”  (The Message) 

 

Romans 14:15-16 – “If your brother or sister is being injured by what you eat,                                        

you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin                                                       

of one for whom Christ died.  So do not let your good be spoken of as evil.”  (NRSV) 

 
The restraints and social distancing realities of the COVID19 pandemic have turned everything we 
know about being church and living our calling as Gospel ministers upside down.  Disequilibrium 
reigns.  I thank God for the ways in which so many of you are seeking God’s Wisdom to creatively 
respond beyond the traditional ways of connection – especially as it involves the physical footprint of 
building.  This is a time to live in relationship beyond a faith practice tied to a meeting space.  We are in 
a spiritual time of tabernacle as opposed to the concrete gatherings of temple.  How we live in these 
moments gives witness, and can mean the difference between a witness that causes stumbling and a 
witness that connects in the relational hope of Resurrection and Victory in Jesus Christ.   
 
So, again, thank you for your faithfulness in receiving Bishop Park’s directives for health and 
wholeness.  Thank you for your creativity and consistency as Citizens of God’s Kingdom who seek the 
exemplary life.  Thank you for practicing the presence of the Holy Spirit that makes every phone call, 
text or e-mail, each care note, every virtual gathering, and the space from which prayers for the BODY 
are lifted, a HOLY GROUND in Christ-connection.  For those who are saddened that we cannot gather 
temple-side on Easter, and for those who may still believe that by not gathering we are not evidencing 
faith or trust in God, I’d share this reflection from Deb Knecht whose husband Mark is the SUSUMC 
Treasurer.  Their daughter Anna has multiple physical and health challenges.  Their testimony of God 
present and active beyond the formal gathering over these many years is a powerful witness of the 
Holy Spirit’s Holy Ground capability for such a time as this.  Thank you, Deb, Mark and Anna!  



Dear Church Family, 

When we celebrated Christmas just a few months ago, we couldn’t have imagined the challenges 

we would be facing in 2020, including isolation from family, friends, coworkers, and even our church family. 

The very people we depend on for support and encouragement are only accessible through phone calls, 

messages and video chats. With Easter services, egg hunts, and family dinners being canceled, for many 

believers it just may not feel much like Easter.  

As someone who has spent countless Easter mornings at home, even before the service could be 

live streamed, let me reassure you, friends…Easter is coming, and it’ll still be wonderful!  God is just as 

able to bless your heart with the miracle of Jesus’ resurrection in your living room as he can within the walls 

of your church. If you’re struggling with not being able to gather for the Easter service this year, I hope 

you’ll take a moment to read this story and then watch for God to bless you in new ways this Easter. 

Many years ago, when my children were small, we were up throughout the night giving our younger 

daughter, Anna, rescue medications and oxygen to treat multiple grand mal seizures. When dawn broke on 

Easter morning, it was very clear that we would not be able to take Anna to church. Amidst exhaustion, 

sadness, and disappointment, we decided that my husband would take our older daughter to church and I 

would stay home with Anna. When they left, the silence was deafening. I sat on the couch near the window, 

holding Anna on my lap. I prayed and asked the Lord to comfort me. Then I picked up my Bible and read to 

Anna the account of Jesus’ resurrection, along with some promises from Romans. I sang some traditional 

Easter hymns to her, and hugged her tight. As I sat there praying and looking out the window, I felt a peace 

and joy based wholly on Jesus’ death, resurrection, and the freedom he has won for me. All of the 

trappings of Easter were gone. There would be no visitors, no family dinner, no egg hunt. Just Jesus, 

whispering peace into my soul amidst a great trial. I’m waiting expectantly for Jesus to make himself known 

in the quiet again this year, and I pray that as you watch and wait, you will be blessed in new and 

unexpected ways as you celebrate the transformative power of Jesus’ death and resurrection on your life. 

Since that Easter, we have spent nearly every holiday at home with Anna. We joke around that if 

it’s really quiet and no one is coming, it feels like a holiday. We spent one poignant Christmas with Anna in 

the hospital a couple of years ago. We celebrated Christmas right there in the hospital room. Christmas is 

about the gift of Jesus. And Easter is when Jesus showed his great love for us by laying down his life and 

taking it up again. Jesus has already won the victory!  Anna loves speech routines. She asks a question 

and expects a certain answer over and over again. My personal favorite is “Where’s Jesus?” She knows 

the answer to this question, but she wants to hear me say it. “He went to make a place for us. Does anyone 

ever cry there? Does anyone feel afraid or sad?” She answers, “No!” I ask her, “When will he come back to 

take us there?” She answers, “When everything is ready.” Then I add, “Jesus said he would never leave us 

alone, so he sent his Spirit to live in our hearts, so we never need to feel alone.” She seems satisfied and 

peaceful whenever we remind each other of these amazing promises. 

May God comfort and bless you this Easter with his compassion, love, and abiding presence. 

Watch and listen. I pray that He will bless you in new and unexpected ways.  

Happy Easter! 

Deb Knecht 
 
 

 “God’s Peace and Embrace for the Deliverance God is Seeking to Give Us,    - troy howell 
 


