
 

 

 

Monday, April 6, 2020 

To My Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Williamsport District, 

 

Some Shared Reflections as We Journey through the  

Distress of the COVID-19 Pandemic and HOLY WEEK 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

John 1:5 & 9 – “The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

… The true Light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.” 

 
As we embark into the most Holy of weeks, and as we move into what the lead medical clinicians on 
the Federal Coronavirus Task Force say will be dark days of death in our nation, I was stirred to think 
about God’s love moving time and again toward a suffering humanity.  (More on God’s pursuing and delivering 

nature in tomorrow’s Holy Week Reflection.)   

 
For today, the Holy Spirit brought my focus to God’s activity in the birth of Jesus.  Under a cover of 
darkness, and into a world of brokenness, sin and indifference, God Pierced the Darkness with the 
Light that would be the Life-Giving Savior of the world: Jesus the Christ.  In that blanket of darkness 
that Bethlehem night, all but a few were oblivious to the arrival of God to Redeem.  Indeed, it would be 
quite some time before folk would even begin to recognize the Light.    
 
Now in the year 2020, on the other side of Jesus’ Resurrection, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the birth 
of God’s Church, we can be assured that God is still showing up: Piercing the Darkness.  The Light of 
Christ is surely with us in the altruistic, Christ-like laying down of one’s life so present in medical and 
emergency response personnel, and in the servanthood sacrifice of those who work on the front lines 
of supply chains.  Examples of care, service and hope abound.  We simply need to open our eyes and 
pay attention.  Yes.  Yes!  God Piercing the Darkness this Pandemic is becoming an Epidemic! 
 
 
 



The battle will not be won quickly, but make no mistake, this pandemic will be defeated.  That’s why on 
Sunday afternoon I pulled together the Christmas Tree of Advent anticipation and placed it – LIGHTED 
– in the window of a front-corner, darkened room of the Williamsport District Parsonage.  During 
Advent that tree and its Light proclaim that God is ever-alive, and that in Christ, God surely still brings  
Light into the darkness of my brokenness as well as the darkness of this age.  And so, that tree and its 
Light proclaims that Jesus is being born anew today and in every tomorrow by the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.  That Light speaks hope and a twinkling assurance that though “for the night, weeping may tarry 
… with the morning light will come Joy!”  (Psalm 126)  
 
The Christmas Tree will remain lighted in that front-corner, darkened window.  Perhaps it’s corny.  
Maybe it’s crazy.  To me, it’s a bold proclamation of God’s faithfulness and presence in our current 
Silent Nights of distress and despair.  To me, it’s a sign that in the Risen Christ, God is With Us, in  
this COVID 19 pandemic.  It’s not my intention to start a Christmas tree movement in this pandemc.    
However, it is my intent to let those tiny lights of the “Christ”-mass tree scatter darkness in a John 1:5 
proclamation: “The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  
Throughout this dark time of pandemic distress, from that darkened room, the Christ-mass light will – 
for me – be a sign that God’s saving love once more moves toward humanity.  I just might even tell my 
neighbors why it’s there.   
 
Through our prayers, our care, the miracles of modern medicine, human intellect and the curiosity of 
science, and in the amazingly sacrificial actions of women and men, God is Piercing this pandemic’s 
blanket of Darkness.  Of this, we can be certain.  As we tarry through Holy Week, that’s a Gospel 
Proclamation worth sharing in your neck of the woods where God has placed you.  Amen.   
 

Palm/Passion Sunday Discipleship Prayer:  (Praying Together as ONE) (th) 
 The cheers have turned to whispered doubts and silent denials. 

     Our cries of “Lord!” have fallen to a faint whisper of faith.   

     Grant us a most Holy of Holy weeks, Loving God.  

     Give us a glimpse of your Glory, and a full view of our need. 

  In our rush to Resurrection, stay with us in the darkness.   

     Keep us still.  Show us the servanthood and suffering that our Lord 

     endured for the salvation and healing of the world.  

  O Love Divine, what have you done?  What do you desire to do with 

     me?  … With us?  … Speak to us, for we desire to be a faithful 

     people in whom you live.  We pray this for Jesus’ sake, and for 

     the sake of the world you loved so much.  Amen. 

This Holy Week, Let Us Remember: (th) 

                         There is no “good” in Good Friday without Easter. 

          There can be no true understanding of Easter without Jesus’ Passion. 

There is no discovery of Light’s brilliance unless we are willing first to tarry in the darkness. 

  This week:  Know the fullness of God and the Gospel of Christ to save and alight your soul. 

 

 God’s Peace and Embrace for the Deliverance God is Seeking to Give Us,    - troy howell 
 


