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Pastor’s Message, June, 2018 

Dear Christian Friends, 
 

Grace to you and peace from the Almighty God and unbroken blessing from Jesus, whose sacrificial love calls 
us to relate to all as sisters and brothers. 
  

Appointed to serve God and his peoples with you, I am joyful and excited to come with my wife Annie and our 
children: Mustapha, Miata and Bambanga.  
 

I believe that Christian life is built and grounded on relationship. If we cannot relate to others, who we see, we 
cannot relate to God, who we do not see. Furthermore, such biblical relationship is inclusive of all peoples even 
the strange and unknown. This is critical. To love the unknown, is to love God, the Greatest Unknown. 
What is most challenging about this fashion of relationship is that it is built and grows on love as the one and 
only foundation.   
 

I am not naïve of the fact that the world is full of hate, divisiveness, disrespect, hurt, disappointment, envy, hard 
heartedness, unforgiving spirit, revenge, anger, etc. Some of us struggle to love or appreciate others of a 
different culture, race and sexual orientation. At times it is not easy to even love ourselves due to a past guilt. 
For most of us, it is most difficult to love our enemies. 
 

Jesus made a statement in the Bible that challenges human thinking and behavior. The verse is Luke 6:27 
which commands us to love those who hate us. It is difficult to love our enemies. How is it possible to love 
those who hate us?  
Indeed, loving all persons including our enemies can be difficult to do but not impossible. It is achievable, if we 
start by asking God to grant us the faith, energy and patience to love the person or people who hate us in spite 
of the surrounding circumstances. We know that with God, all things are possible. 
 

Secondly, we are called to love the enemy by doing kindness to him or her (Luke 6:27). In a culture where the 
expression, “I love you” is so often used even without thinking, it loses its true meaning.  However, it is easier to 
do good beginning with a loving heart.  
 

A third attitude necessary in expressing genuine love to our enemies is to bless them (6:28). 
 

Finally, we have a mandate to pray (6: 28) ceaselessly for those who abuse, misuse and hurt us. Yes, we are 
called to pray for all persons including our enemies. 
For Christians, it is wrong and meaningless to concentrate on living a life full of hate, anger, divisiveness, 
revenge and an unforgiving spirit. Such is a wasted life, Hatred takes away too much of our emotional, mental 
and physical strength because a life full of hate is a very stressful life. .Love requires little energy. 
 

As the people of God, called together with new leaderships, new ideas, new ways of relating to one another, let 
us leave behind the past so as to invest our energy and remaining days of our life committed to creating new 
relationships. Only then can we surround ourselves with the Spirit of God, the Ultimate Relationship we need 
now and eternally. 
  

May God grant you the grace to be less judgmental and more accepting of those to whom you are sent to relate 
in church, work, school, home, neighborhood, nation and the world. 
 

Peace, 
Anthony 
 

 

 

1427 Memorial Avenue, Williamsport, PA 17701 
Phone: 570-322-5054  Fax: 570-322-9005 

stpaulcalvaryum@verizon.net 

www.stpaulcalvaryumc.org 

And I will give you pastors according to 
mine heart, which shall feed you with 

knowledge and understanding. 
Jeremiah 3:15 

mailto:stpaulcalvaryum@verizon.net
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Jeremiah-3-15/


 

News from the Finance Team  
 

Thank you, to all who contribute financially to the ministries of St. Paul-Calvary UMC. For the year to date 
ending May 31, 2018, our total offerings and miscellaneous receipts were $89,242 the Rally Day offerings was 
$8,972. This compares to last year’s receipts for the same period of $91,598 and last year’s Rally Day offering 
was $10,189 total.  The expenses through May 31, 2018 were $95,291 compared to $94,172 last year’s same 
period. A full Treasurer’s report is available for your review upon request. Thank you, to all who participated in 
our annual Financial Rally Day.  
 

 

Note from SPRC  Jeremiah 29:11 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you” declares the LORD “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.” 

We would like to shout a huge THANK YOU to Pastor Jen  

for her guidance, service and love for the last four years. 

We welcome Pastor Anthony Brima and family to our family at St. Paul-Calvary as of 

July 1, and look forward to working with him to give us hope and a future. 
 

 

United Methodist Women News: 
United Methodist Women's Assembly was held in Columbus, Ohio on May 18-20. Kay Rhinehart attended 
the assembly (this was a world-wide conference with 5,200 ladies attending). 
 

The church picnic was on June 19, this was a wonderful time of fellowship,  

and the shut-in bags were assembled. 
 

United Methodist Women Upcoming July & August Dates:  
 Wednesday, July 11, Drive-in Day 

Location: Bucknell University 
  

Thursday—Saturday, July 12-14, Program—Mission U Three Day School 
Location: Bucknell University 
 

Thursday, August 30,—Mission Central Trip 
Location: Mechanicsburg 
Leaving church parking lot at 7:00 AM, please bring a bagged lunch will depart about 4:00 PM and stop for 
supper on the way home. Please let Kay Rhinehart know if you are interested in going. 

 

 

 Master Crafters News:  
    Nineteen, Master Crafters, friends, and granddaughters enjoyed a 3 day Quilting Retreat at Linck Hill Inn, 

Nauvoo, PA on June 11-13.  Blessing quilts were assembled and are waiting to be quilted.  A special quilt 
made by the Master Crafters was given to Steve and Libby who are in charge of the Inn. This is a Christian 
Ministry and they have also been very gracious to us for the past 6 yrs.  

  

 

 Turning to One Another Margaret Wheatly 
 

There is no power greater than a community discovering what it cares about. 
Ask: “What’s possible?” not “What’s wrong?” Keep asking. 

Notice what you care about. Assume that many others share your dreams. 
Be brave enough to start a conversation that matters. 

Talk to people you know. Talk to people you don’t know. Talk to people you never talk to. 
Be intrigued by the differences you hear. Expect to be surprised. Treasure curiosity more than certainty. 

Invite in everybody who cares to work on what’s possible. 
Acknowledge that everyone is an expert about something. 
Know that creative solutions come from new connections. 
Remember, you don’t fear people whose story you know. 

Real listening always brings people closer together. 
Trust that meaningful conversations can change your world. 

Rely on human goodness. Stay together. 



 

July 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Hoss’s Night 
 

3 

7:00 PM 

Trustee 

Meeting 

4 

Independence Day 

Office Closed 

 

5 6 

 

 

7 

8 

 

9 

7:00 PM Finance 

Team Meeting 

10 

 
11 

 
12 

7:00 PM 

Leadership Team 

Meeting 

13 

 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 
17 
 

 

 

 

18 
 

 

19 

 
20 

 

 

 

 

21 
   

 

 

 

22 

 

23 

  
24 

 

25 

 
26 

 

 27 

 

28 

29 

 

30 

 
31     

  
 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAY

July 

1 Alice Trowbridge 
2 Jordan Ritter 
3 Charlene Carson 
4 Megan Lewis 
    Gregory & Nadia Hall 
    Jen Wertz 
5 Codi Bieber 
   Shelley Szuhaj 
   Ryan DeWitt 
6 Jeffrey Haag 
7 Nancy Rupert 
   Katie Miller 
8 Anne Bennett 
9 Jeannine Cohick 
    Ryan Vincent 
10 Sarah Wirth 
     Chuck & Ida Mae Craven 
    Jim & Donna Haag 

11 Twila Black  
      Tim Rhinehart 
     John & Nancy Wirth 
12 Amanda Harding 
14 Donald Free 
15 Jack Clapper 
     Julia Muse 
     Floyd Lundy 
     Merle & June Hively 
17 Sue Berry 
     Nancy Wirth 
18 Carl & Jeannine Cohick 
19 Wayne Harris 
     Ivan Valentine 
     Ken & Doris Shuman 
20 Robert & Linda Long 
21 Brian Dougherty 
     Gary & Charlene Carson 
     David & Karen Eiswerth 

     Robin Guillaume 
22 Matthew Wirth  
24 Coby Knipe 
25 Michaela Free 
26 Alexander Boocock 
     Joy Deuel 
     Ed Mertes 
28 William N. Bean 
29 Jean Myers 
     Merle Hively, Sr 
30 Melissa Stabley 
     Jessica Bennett 
31 Thomas Lilley 
      Debra Bachman 
31 Garyn Tate 
     Colton Lord 
     Wesley Steinruck 

 

 
 
 
 

Worship 
for July 

July 1 
Communion 

 

 
July 8 

 
July 15 July 22 

 

 
July 29 

 

Coffee Fellowship 
 

Seekers 
 

Seekers 
 

Seekers 
 

Seekers 
 

Seekers 
 Annual Conference June 11-13, Messiah College 



 

August 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

 

 

6 

Hoss’s Night 

7:00 PM Finance 

Team Meeting 

7 

7:00 PM Trustee 

Team Meeting 

 

8 

 
9 

7:00 PM 

Leadership Team 

Meeting 

10 

 
11 

 

12 

End of School 

Supply 

Collections 

13 

 
14 

 
15 

 

16 

Kids Club Ends 

17 

 
18 

 

19  20 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

      

22 

 

23 

  

 

24  25 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

28 29 

 

30 

Mission Central 

Trip 7:00 AM 

31  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAY

August 

1 Alexis Waltz 
   June Flook 
Harold & Eloise Woodley 
2 Darla Handwerk 
5 Thomas & Judy Szybist 
    David Eck 
    Andrew LeBlond 
7 Scott Bean 
    Eric Tate 
  Julie Heiser Tomasovich  
  James & Darla Handwerk 

8 Gabriel Heiser 
9 Jack & Carole German 
10 Jessie Wolfe 
11  Nastassja Hall 
Christine & Jason Francis 
     Cortney & Jimmy Hill 
12 Talicia Madison 
13 Jeanne Cohick 
15 Darlene Lewis 
16 Logan Tate 
     Kent & Debra Young 
17 Barb Guinter 

18 Susan Shively 
     Tim Schelb 
22 Amanda Kozen 
     Dan Madison 
23 Amber Tate 
     Larry & Kay Rhinehart 
     Deanna Dockey 
24 Elizabeth Shively 
26 Timothy & Rosetta Willits 
29 William J. Bean 
31 Jennifer L. Roman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship for 
August 

 

August 5 
Communion 

 

August 12 
 

August 19 
 

 

August 26 

 

Coffee 
Fellowship 

 
Office Class 

 
Office Class 

 
Office Class 

 
Office Class 



 

Serving God and others: Honoring our United Methodist vow By Julie Dwyer 
 

As part of The United Methodist Churchôs Baptismal Covenant, new members promise to faithfully participate in a local 

congregation through their prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. But how can they go beyond the words they 

profess to actually living into these vows? In a special five-part series, weôll look at each aspect of this membership vow 

and how United Methodists can answer the call to serve Christ through the local church. 
 

When 78-year-old Ridge Pilcher joined The United Methodist Church six years ago, she was excited about founder John 

Wesley’s call to service. 
 

“It was not just an addendum; it was part of the major sense of who Methodists are. You don’t have a choice. You have to 

be involved. … Being active in your church means you do, you don’t just say. You speak up, you speak out and you walk 

out, and you do,” she said. 
  

In The General Rules of the Methodist Church, Wesley called the early Methodists to live out their faith by “doing 

good of every possible sort, and, as far as possible, to all [people].” 

“Doing good is a function of confessing Jesus Christ in a community that includes people of all ages, nations and races, as 

we say in the baptismal vows. All of that is ultimately rooted in Wesley and even more so rooted in the teaching of Jesus, 

that we find ourselves by giving ourselves,” said the Rev. Mark W. Stamm, author of "Our Membership Vows," a 

Discipleship Ministries resource. 
 

Pilcher quickly became involved at her new church, Havre De Grace United Methodist in Hartford County, Maryland. 

Members were already providing meals for the homeless so she signed up to help. She also became the site coordinator at 

her church for an emergency rotating shelter for the homeless in the winter. For a week at a time, the church houses 

individuals with drug and alcohol addictions who are not able to stay at regular shelters. Pilcher said her first job was 

convincing members not to be afraid of the homeless. 
 

"When we have an opportunity to know people who live these lives, we are not able to pretend we don't know and must 

do what we can to change the situations, both for the individuals and the community," she said. "I met the homeless 

people and a lot of them are my friends. We keep in touch. … They’re us. We’re together. We connect. And that, for me, 

is what Jesus did. He didn’t have ‘those’ and ‘us.’ He had ‘we.’ ” 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Volunteers embody Christian love in action by bringing their diverse talents to mission programs, local outreach 

ministries and response and recovery work around the world. 

¶ Find out more about the many volunteer opportunities and programs available through The United Methodist 
Church, both at home and abroad. 

¶ Explore regional United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) opportunities by region. 

¶ Find a volunteer project for an individual or team. 
 

Serving God and others can take many forms. United Methodist churches offer a variety of service ministries specific to 

the needs of their local communities. Church members can volunteer to serve on disaster response teams, and the United 

Methodist Board of Global Ministries provides opportunities to serve at home and around the world doing short-term 

mission work. 
 

Members of all ages can find volunteer opportunities that feed their passions. 
 

The Rev. Victoria Chifeche, executive secretary of United Methodist Women of Mozambique, has made empowering 

women and girls in the country's rural villages her mission. She said the women there work hard but have limited 

opportunities. 
 

“They fetch water, collect wood, prepare food, tend the fields, care for children and look after grazing animals. But the 

majorities have not been taught to read and write,” she said. 
 

In her work with United Methodist Women, she teaches them basic skills and offers career 

development and money management tools to help break the cycle of poverty and inequality. By 

serving the women in Mozambique, Chifeche said, she is serving God. 
 

“I understand that when I use my time wisely, God will give me more time. … I strive my best to 

influence his children wisely, therefore God is busy increasing my influence and God has blessed 

my level of faithfulness so I can be strong to serve him,” she said. 

Rob and Helen Getman are in their sixth year of full-time RVing. The couple split their time 

between volunteering on NOMADS projects, visiting family and sightseeing. Photo courtesy Rob 

Getman. 
 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/a-promise-to-pray-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/share-your-gifts-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/what-it-means-to-witness-honoring-our-united-methodist-vow
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-general-rules-of-the-methodist-church
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/our-membership-vows-in-the-united-methodist-church
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/our-membership-vows-in-the-united-methodist-church
http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer
http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer
http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer-Opportunities/About-UMVIM/About-UMVIM
http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer-Opportunities/Find-a-Volunteer-Project/Find-a-Volunteer-Project


 

For Rob Getman and his wife, Helen, retirement opened up new avenues to serve God. The couple sold their home and 

purchased an RV to travel together. While they were visiting United Methodist churches around the country, they met 

NOMADS, Nomads on a Mission Active in Divine Service (or Northern Old Methodists Avoiding Deep Snow, as 

Getman and others refer to the group). 
 

NOMADS provide volunteer labor for United Methodist organizations. The work ranges from new construction and 

repairs to outreach missions and disaster rebuilding. The service fit the Getmans’ new RV lifestyle and was in line with 

their previous volunteer experience with youth on mission projects. 
 

For those who think they lack the skills and tools to get their hands dirty, Rob Getman said to leave it to God. “Don’t be 

afraid of your skill level. The groups somehow come together with the skills needed. God will provide. The job will get 

done.” 
 

While service work often provides the opportunity for fellowship, it doesn’t necessarily mean packing one more thing into 

already busy schedules, said Stamm, who is professor of Christian worship at Perkins School of Theology at Southern 

Methodist University in Dallas. 
 

“Think of parents who are presenting young children for baptism. They are asked that question about, ‘Will you nurture 

this child?’ — basically, ‘Will you teach this child the faith?’ … I think it’s important for them to understand that that 

work of teaching a child is part of their service. The last thing we want is young parents thinking they need to do one more 

thing. ” 
 

Giving of ourselves and our time is an opportunity to be close to the way of Jesus, Stamm said, adding that, oftentimes, 

we make service more complicated than it has to be. 
 

“The key to being faithful is showing up — putting our bodies in places that people are in pain; putting ourselves in places 

where people are lonely; setting another place at the table for someone who is hungry. So much of faithfulness in the 

Christian life and in the Methodist life is an extension of that. … We find our life in self-giving love.” 
 

Julie Dwyer is a writer and editor for United Methodist Communications. Reach her at jdwyer@umcom.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Serving others is at the heart of who we are as 

 United Methodists. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Consider being a Kids Club Volunteers this summer. The program is up and running currently 
there are 48 kids enrolled they are being feed spiritually and physically. Please help our church serve 

the needs of our community. We need 2 to 4 volunteers daily. 
 

 

Back to School Supplies are being collected until Sunday August 12. 
 

Pleases place donations of school supplies in the library. 
 

Pencils   Crayons   Glue Sticks 
Erasers   Folders    Notebooks 
Markers  Lined Paper   Backpacks 
Tissues       Pencil boxes  Sharpeners 

 
 

 
 

Library Review    Paradis Valley    Dale Cramer 
 

This is a fictional Amish story based on Fact. In the 1920’s, 

American policies were that all children need to attend public 

schools. Historically, the Amish have taught their own children, but the government did not allow that. 

“You send your children to our school, or you will go to jail.” Many Amish men went to jail during this 

time in history, as well as their children were taken from their family. It got so bad that the Amish 

people decided to move away from Ohio to a valley in the country of Mexico. Imagine the struggles 

they endured, traveling thousands of miles to a place to enjoy their freedom. However, Mexico also 

had their barriers, such as language, robbers, rattlesnakes and much more. This is a nice family story 

to enjoy.  Fiction/Cra 

 

 
Weis and Giant Grocery Cards are available for purchase from the church office during normal 

office hours.  These cards help raise additional fund for our church. By purchasing these cards 
and using them on your grocery purchases the church receives 5% of the card value. These cards 
also make convenient gifts. Please consider supporting our annual budget with your normal 
grocery purchase. 
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JOIN US ON SUNDAY            
 9:00 – 10:00 AM –Sunday School for all Ages    

 10:15 – Worship Service      
                      

Like  us on Facebook at St. Paul Calvary United Methodist Church  

Follow us on Twitter @stpcumc  

Visit  us on the Web at  www.stpaulcalvaryumc.org  

 

http://www.stpaulcalvaryumc.org/

