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ASSOCIATIONS: A VITAL PART OF BAPTIST LIFE
Associations have been a vital part of Baptist life in America for more than 400 years. I believe Baptist associations
served as the building blocks on which the structure and organization of Baptist state conventions and the Southern
Baptist Convention were constructed.
At its core, every association is a fellowship of autonomous-yet cooperative-churches that have joined together for the
purpose of making a greater impact for the kingdom of God. The key ideal being, “we can do far more by working together than we can do by ourselves.” God has used that voluntary, cooperative spirit to build the largest evangelical
denomination in North America.
A key component in associational life is the association’s leader. . While we may call that leader director of missions,
executive director, associational missionary, or use the new term, associational mission strategist; we know that individual helps the association accomplish its kingdom purpose. As a young pastor I relied on my director of missions for
advice and encouragement. He also served as my “network.” My director of missions connected me to the resources and
ministries that my church supported beyond our association.
It was through the efforts of my DOM that I met Tennessee Baptist Convention entity leaders, state workers and SBC
leaders. He made sure I attended important training events and kept me informed about opportunities to serve in our
community as well as the state, nation and world. It was my DOM who invited me to go on my first international mission trip.
While technology makes information more attainable, there is nothing like having a person to call when you need an
encouraging word, a sympathetic ear, or someone with discernment to give feedback about a decision or ministry opportunity. Associational leaders are more than a “pastor to pastors,” but that is still an essential function of their role.
The DOM/AMS is the first line of cooperation for churches in Southern Baptist life. The stronger our denomination is on
the local level, the stronger we will be on the state and national level. When churches work together in their community, meeting the physical and spiritual needs around them, the more likely those churches will see value in giving
through the Cooperative Program, supporting international and North American mission work, and working with other
churches in Tennessee to win our state for Christ. Cooperation is more tangible when it is up close and personal.
This month as we celebrate the Baptist association, let’s reflect on the role the DOM/AMS has played in association life.
Let’s think about all the ministries that started because these dedicated servants saw needs in their community and
mobilized churches and church members to meet those needs. Also, think about the countless hours that have been devoted to encouraging men and women to be missional leaders and followers of Christ. What a rich legacy of devoted,
passionate services to the Lord and His church! Continued page 2….

This article written by Steve Holt, Church services director, Tennessee Baptist Mission Board.
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JCBA FINANCIAL INFORMATION, October-1, 2018
April 30, 2019
INCOME

10-12 SBC Annual Mtg. Birmingham, AL
16 Father’s Day

INCOME

Church

Receipts YTD

Antioch

400.00

June Calendar of Events

Talbott

3,149.00

White Pine First

2,333.32

July Calendar of Event

Individual Receipts

565.06

Annuals/Dir.

130.00

Evangelism

1,717.70

100th Celebration

2,792.00

1-5
JCBA Office Closed
4 Independence Day , Office Closed
8 JCBA Council Mtg. Assoc. Office-1:00 PM
9 WMU Leadership Team Mtg. 5:30 PM
15 JCBA Executive BD Mtg. Mansfield Gap

Beaver Creek

1,089.69

Bethel Mission

500.00

Buffalo Grove

1,934.29

RA Campout

405.00

Central Heights

300.00

TBMB

5,474.00

_____________________________________________________

Dandridge First

9,449.97

Go Tell Crusade

5,000.00

VBS times and dates!

Deep Springs

784.29

Building Fund

4,080.20

Dumplin

3,359.82

Non-Budgeted

77.68

East Ridge

329.00

Evangelism Savings

500.00

Emmanuel

250.00

Pastor’s Conference

50.00

Flat Gap

479.50

Total Receipts,
April, 30, 2019

72,086.04

French Broad

1,662.00

Good Hope

644.51

Holston Memorial

1,298.04

Living Water

500.00

Mansfield Gap

380.99

Mill Springs

150.00

Mullins Chapel

.00

Nance’s Grove

.00

New Hope

636.89

New Market

3,623.31

Nina

3,501.00

Oak Hills

749.97

Piedmont

2,204.82

Pleasant Grove

.00

Pleasant Grove P.

1,844.02

Rocky Valley

2,476.88

Strawberry Plains
First

2,333.09

Swann’s Chapel

4,980.00

JCBA 100th Year
Celebration
2019
We are making plans to come together as an association to celebrate 100 years.
We will meet on September 20,
2019, at Dumplin Baptist Church
for a reception celebration. We
have several speakers scheduled
to speak. Missionaries who have
been a part of the association over
the years. We will have special
music and dress up in period
clothing.
We will meet for our 100th Annual
Meeting Celebration on October
24, 2019, at FBC, Dandridge. It will
be a great meeting. Please make
plans to attend these special meetings. More information to follow
about the times and program.

Churches, if you would like to post your VBS
dates and times in the Living by Faith section
of the Smokey Mountain Trader, you can do so
for free by emailing your information to
ads@thesmtrader.com
_____________________________________________________

Ministry Opportunity
Appalachian Outreach is currently recruiting short term mission teams for the week of
June 30th, July 7th and July 14th. This is a four
day work week. Volunteer opportunities include, Back Yard Bible Clubs, food pantry,
clothing ministry and working at our shelter
for women and children. Housing (Sunday
night through Friday morning), meals
(Monday morning through Thursday night),
all materials needed for the project and summer staff on site are provided. The cost is
$325 per person to cover these expenses. AO
serves Jefferson County, Grainger, Cocke and
Hamblen Counties. If you know Churches,
Ministry Centers, or Individuals in your area
that might be interested in exploring such options, please call 865-475-5611 or email aoutreach@cn.edu
_____________________________________________________
Associations continuedThis month let me encourage you to do two
things. First, reach out to your local associational leader –whatever his title– and tell him
“Thank You.” Sometimes his role can be a
lonely one, so I believe a kind word from a
member of one of his churches would mean a
lot. Second, encourage your church leadership
to generously support the work of the association financially as well as by getting involved.
You won’t regret it!
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WMU Events
The annual Prayer Retreat will be held on Monday
night, August 26, 2019, at French Broad Baptist
Church. Don McEntire will be the speaker. All
men, women and youth are asked to come.
More details to follow.

GoTell Student Summer Camp
“Reaching People for the Kingdom of God”
Dates: June 27-Jul;y 1, 2019
Cost: FREE
Ages: Camp is for students who’ve completed 5th
grade this year up to students who have graduated
from high school this year.
Valerie Bumpus, member of FBC, Morristown, is organizing a group of students and adults to attend
from the Morristown area!
Call Steve or Valerie Bumpus, at 315-986-9166, or
email: vibumpus@gmail.com
MEDICAL RELEASE FORMS: Everyone attending
camp, students and adults, must have a medical release form completed and signed in order to attend
camp, along with a copy of their insurance card.
Below is a link to complete the medical release form
online. Please use Google Chrome to fill out form
online.
Once completed, please print out a copy of your medical release form and send to Valerie Bumpus who is
collecting all of the forms.
______________________________________________________________

It’s VBS Time!!
In the next few weeks, many of you will be having
your Vacation Bible School programs. VBS is one
of our most important ministries. Lots of children
come to know Jesus Christ through this ministry.
We would like to extend a helping hand to any of
our churches who need help or who may not be
able to have a VBS. Please call us if we can help.
865-475-1453.

Back Yard Bible Club Event
We have a Back Yard Bible Club planned for June
20, 2019, at Centennial Park in Jefferson City,
beginning at 9:00 AM and ending at 12:00.
This is an association-wide event and we need
helpers! We also need donations of VBS materials, cookies, and cool-aid. If you can volunteer to
help or donate some of these items, we would
appreciate it very much. Two other VBS events
are planned for the 3rd Thursday in July and August. Watch for details in the newsletter.
For more information call John Pinkston, 865850-6798 or the association office at 865-4751453.

Sunday June 16, 2019
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July Birthdays-2019
2
4
9
11
12
21
24
26

Rev. John Pinkston
Mrs. Amy Neal
Mrs. Becky McCray
Rev. Bob Neal
Rev. Allen Smith
Mrs. Leslie Pate
Mrs. Amy Walker
Rev. Brian Osborne

Buffalo Grove
Piedmont
FBC, Dandridge
Piedmont
New Hope
Bethel
Flat Gap
FBC, White Pine

July Anniversaries
15 Rev. & Mrs. Don Bowery
25 Rev. & Mrs. Gabe Walker

Beaver Creek
Flat Gap

Speakers for the month of June:
3
10
17
24

Don Henson
William Swafford
John Pinkston
Brian Osborne

The Pastors Conference meets each Monday at 10:00
AM at the association office. All pastors are welcome!
____________________________________________________________

Drop off date for Used Teaching Materials
Please drop off your used teaching materials no later
than Monday June 10, 2019. Cross Ministries will
pick up sometime that week. Thank You!
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