
Chapter 4


The Power to Witness


 Prayer is the single-most important element in being an effective witness. It is what 

builds our own spirits and equips us to engage in the lives of others. The reason some churches 

are so successful in bringing people to Christ and getting them filled with the Holy Spirit is 

because there are many people, behind the scenes, who are praying and believing for these things 

to come to fruition. The churches that are not seeking the Lord through prayer, in their private 

times, often do not see the results of people being born again and filled with the Holy Spirit in 

their churches.  

 The battle is fought in the spirit realm. Through intercessory prayer, we break down the 

strongholds that satan has established in people’s lives. In the spirit realm, we intercede for the 

lost, we bind the devil who has blinded people to the truth, and we fight for the lives of people. 

Our intercession allows the Holy Spirit to minister to them, and the scales to be lifted from their 

eyes so they can see the truth of the gospel. Through our prayer people are able to receive all that 

God has for them.  

 Simply having the desire to be the ambassador God has called you to be is not enough. 

He has also told you in His Word about the importance of prayer. There is no way for you to 

effectively minister under the anointing of the Holy Spirit without having built yourself up in 

prayer. The time spent spiritually recharging your battery is significant. But, whether it is in the 

morning, or right before you minister, does not matter. The importance is that you are charged up 

in the Holy Spirit so you can hear His voice and minister under His direction (Jude 20). You are a 

child of God, and you are to be led by the Spirit in all you do. This is especially true when you 

are ministering God’s Word to someone else. Be dedicated to prayer. Be committed to prayer. Do 

not waver in your spiritual charge but pray in the Holy Spirit regularly, for an extended period of 

time. Then you will see the fruit God has called you to produce.  

Effective Prayer 

 When you pray for the lost, before ministering to them, you should pray with your 

understanding, (praying in English or whatever your native tongue is). Through prayer, the Bible 
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says we send laborers (Christians) across their father to be a light and witness to them. You can 

bind the demonic authority, and free the people from any evil influence that would keep them 

from receiving what God has for them. You can keep their eyes from being blinded to the truth of 

the gospel - all when you intercede for them in prayer. The Bible says we have the power to 

believe for every person that comes into our life to be saved and filled with the Holy Spirit, 

(Luke 10:2; Matthew 12:29; John 12:40).  

 Praying in the understanding is important; however, praying in tongues should consume 

the major portion of your prayer time. In the understanding, our minds can only know so much 

and therefore we can only effectively pray for a small percentage of that which needs 

intercession. You do not know all the situations or attacks of the enemy that need to be fought 

against through prayer.  

 “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weakness. For we do not know what we should   

 pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groaning   

 which cannot be uttered.” Romans 8:26 

 This scripture says, “The Spirit helps our weaknesses.” That word “help” in the Greek 

means ‘take hold together with, against’ our weaknesses. Weaknesses in this text means our 

inabilities. You can pray and get answers by speaking the Word of God in faith and in the name 

of Jesus for the situation; but there are many situations where you will not know the words to say 

in order to pray. The Holy Spirit knows what to pray, and you will always be praying the perfect 

will of God when you pray in tongues (Romans 8:27). The power of the Holy Spirit is released 

through you, and the prayer bypasses your mind or human intellect and starts working in 

countless areas. Through these two methods of prayer, you get things done in the spirit realm; 

praying in the understanding according to the Word of God in the name of Jesus, and praying in 

the Holy Spirit.  

 Wheat a terrific tool prayer is! Praise God for His amazing gift. If you are going to be an 

effective witness, and if you are going to be committed to ministering to the lost and healing 

people to receive the Holy Spirit, you need to understand the importance of prayer. If you are 

goin gto have the success God wants you to have, prayer must be a major part of t your life.  
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When you are praying you are: 

1. Standing in the gap. In Ezekiel 22:30 God says, “So I sought for a man among them who 

would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not 

destroy it; but I found no one.” That scripture will not be found true in your church, town, 

or area of the country if you are involved intercessory prayer. You will be standing in the gap 

for many people. God won’t have to look any farther than you.  

 As you pray, God will see and know you are the one standing in the gap. His desire is that 

all people come to Him and are born again and filled with the Holy Spirit. If you are faithful to 

pray and call in the lost, plus you are dedicated and prepared to ministry to the people, you will 

see many come to receive that which you already have. God will bring them to you as you are 

faithful: faithful in prayer, faithful to study the Word; and faithful to love and minister to people.  

 The more people that pray and intercede, the sooner we will experience what God wants 

accomplished. The concept of Won by One is that everyone does their part. If everyone you lead 

to salvation understands the importance of prayer and they pray, they will be praying for 

someone you are not praying for. The Holy Spirit always knows God’s perfect will and when we 

pray in the Holy Spirit, we will all effectively reach different people. As we pray in the Holy 

Spirit, it is in the Spirt, not our mind, that we pray His perfect will.  

2. Strengthening your spirit man. I Corinthians 14:4 and Jude 20 tell us that we edify ourselves 

and build ourselves up on our most holy faith by praying in the Holy Spirit. We are not only 

interceding for others, we are strengthening our spirit man, as well. We could say we are 

charging up our spiritual battery, As we build ourselves up, we being to become more sensitive to 

the Holy Spirit and more attentive to His voice. When the time comes to minister, ew will have a 

clear vision from the Holy Spirit on what we need to do. The person who intercedes for the lost 

and is fully built up in prayer finds himself going to the right person, and has the right words to 

say for that situation. How can this be? The Holy Spirit guided him. If you are sensitive to the 

Holy Spirit, you will have a successful ministry. You can accomplish all that God has for you to 

do if you will pray according to His Word. Without that partnership with the Holy Spirit, you are 

doing works out of your own knowledge and understanding. You cannot consistently and 
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successfully minister to others as God desires if your spirit man is not empowered by the Holy 

Spirit.  

3. Making a commitment. Making a shift in our busy daily schedule is never an easy task. In 

order to find success in your prayer life you must make a conscious decision to make time in 

your day for prayer. If you do not make this decision to pray, you will not do it and your days 

will pass right before your eyes without you ever stopping and making time to pray.  

 You must make a commitment to pray, and be responsible to fulfill that commitment. I 

have a specific time that I pray Monday through Friday and on Saturday and Sunday I have 

another time, due to my schedule being different. As an effective minister of the gospel you 

cannot afford to “try and find time.” You must make time and make a commitment - a 

commitment as solid as the one you made when you got saved. It has to be that strong so that 

you will do it continuously. Once you see the difference in your life, and the increase of 

effectiveness for the work of the ministry, you will not go without it. Step out in faith on God’s 

Word. He says if you will pray in other tongues, you will be edified. You will build yourself up 

on your most holy faith, and the Holy Spirit will pray the perfect will of God through you. Prayer 

should play an integral role in our lives as it serves to build us up and help those around us. Be 

committed to this benefit of bing a strong Christian.  

4. Praying in the understanding. You may be extremely intimidated with the concept of 

praying for any length of time in the understanding. Many people have never prayed for longer 

than 5 minutes at a time. God does not give us specific direction on how long to pray, but the 

idea of praying for 30-34 minutes seems nearly impossible. The best place to become more 

comfortable praying in the understanding is at an intercessory prayer meeting in someone’s home 

or at church where you can listen to people who know how to pray. You will learn how to pray 

just like you learned how to praise God: by being around others who are doing it and learning 

from them.  

 Id you are going to be involved with prayer and intercession, you not only need to pray in 

tongues, but you also need to know how to pray effectively in the understanding. There are three 

important elements to successful prayer in the understanding and without them prayer is merely 

words strung together that sound religious, but are unproductive. The three ingredients are:  
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 1) Faith 

 2) The Word of God 

 3) The name of Jesus 

 Being able to pray with these three elements will launch your prayer life to a new height. 

All three must be present at the same time. We pray the Word of God, in the name of Jesus while 

using our faith. Being able to pray the Word of God is important. God tells us to pray that His 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; God’s Word is His will. There are some excellent tools 

available for intercessors so we can become better skilled in prayer.  

 We must know the Word of God in order to pray His perfect will. Books that list 

scriptures in a topical manner and show how to pray are a necessity for praying the Word 

properly. As you use these tools to establish God’s Word inside of you, the Holy Spirit will bring 

it to your remembrance and enable you to pray His Word without the help of the book. Praying 

the prayers written out in the book is a good way to pray effectively. Quoting scripture directly is 

another great way to pray effectively. There is power in the Word of God, and praying that power 

works!  

5. Giving yourself to prayer. I Timothy 2:1-4 says; “Therefore I exhort first of all that 

supplication, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and 

all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 

reverence. For this good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to 

be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” Notice that, in verse one, God says that 

first of all supplications, prayer, intercessions and giving of thanks be made for all people. God is 

saying that prayer is very important and it should be done first. Many times we put priorities on 

other things and reserve prayer for times of crisis or when we have extra time, but the Word tells 

us that our first priority must be prayer.  

 God has also given us the ability to pray even though we don’t always know what to pray 

for, or how to pray for it. God has commanded us to pray for people in authority, for rulers and 

political officials. Do I know exactly what to pray for? There is no way for us to know the exact 

happenings of our president, the schedule of our governor, or the agenda of our law enforcement 

officers however, we are to pray for them. Even though I do not know what is going on, the 
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Spirit of God does and He knows what their needs are. I pray through the Spirit of God, in other 

tongues. I pray so I can successfully fulfill I Timothy 2:1-4 in making intercession for all people; 

and I can know that I am praying perfectly because Romans 8:26 says the Spirit also helps my 

infirmities (inabilities to produce results), even if I don’t know what to pray for.  

 “Likewise the Spirit also helps us in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we   

 should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with   

 groaning which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hears know what the   

 mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will 

 of God. And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to   

 those who are the called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:26-28 

 The Spirit of God is given to us for prayer, so we can pray for things we do not know 

about, He is our helper in prayer. He prays through us and voters our weaknesses and 

shortcomings. There are many times when you will not know what to say and you should give 

yourself to praying in the Holy Spirit. You should have a dedicated time when you pray in 

tongues. Along with your allotted time, you should create a lifestyle of praying in tongues. Pray 

in tongues whenever you can and remember that He is your content friend.  

 I pray constantly throughout my day to keep myself built up on my most holy faith (Jude 

20). When you are praying in the Holy Spirit, you are also benefiting yourself, not just the people 

around you. I Corinthians 2:10 teaches us that the Spirit of God will reveal things to us. We need 

to be sensitive and listen to the Spirit in order to know more about who He is. We must give 

ourselves to the Holy Spirit through these actions. We need to make a decision to be involved 

with the Holy Spirit through prayer constantly. 
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