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Everything Changes 

There is a line from an old Country song that says, “The only thing that 
stays the same is everything changes, everything changes.” That sentiment is 
particularly true for Christians. 

Scripture offers us constant reminders of how God is a God of newness, 
renewal, and redemption along with being the giver of new life. All those  
good things involve change. 2 Corinthians 5:17 is only one example. “So if  
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new!” When we give our lives to God through  
Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, “everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new!”  Or, everything changes. 

Continuing to live for God following conversion results in spiritual growth, 
which results in further change. As good United Methodist Christians in the 
Wesleyan tradition, making progress along our journey of discipleship is part 
of “going on toward Christian perfection,” which for John Wesley meant  
growing in our capacity to love as God loves until our heart is completely full 
of love for God and neighbor. That involves change. 

These changes, like our salvation, are not our own doing. They are the gift 
of God through the work of the Holy Spirit as divine grace and love are poured 
into our lives day after day. As we grow closer to God in our relationship, as 
we become more like Jesus, we change for the better. And not only are our 
lives better. The lives of those around us are better, too. As we grow, as we 
change, we become more loving, more understanding, kinder, more likely to 
forgive, which improves the quality of our relationships with others. Another 
good result from change. 

I believe experiencing these divinely inspired changes prepares us to deal 
with changes in other areas of our lives. For instance, you as the church have 
responded with remarkable grace, resilience, and flexibility to the changes in 
our regular activities due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As we have begun to  
return to those activities in stages you have continued to demonstrate those 
traits. 

As we continue forward we all need to keep in mind that there will be 
things throughout the life of the church that will be changed long-term, if not 
permanently, because of the pandemic. Some things will likely never go back 
to exactly the way they used to be. As we encounter those changes I invite us  
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Music 

Dear Ones, 

I am enjoying the congregational singing and appreciate your participation. I am 
now enjoying working with our wonderful choir and appreciate their attendance 
in practice and on Sundays. The choir has decided to take off from practice in  
July, and we will resume practice on August 4 at 6:00 p.m. While we give the  
choir a break, we will offer some type of special music every Sunday in July.  

Love, 
Dennis    

Dennis Bilbo 
Choir Director 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP UPDATE! 
 

Our COVID-19 Team has decided that our next step in responding to the pandemic would be to 
remove all COVID protocols for Sunday morning worship. Masks may be worn but will not be  

required. There is no need to register for worship. No temperatures will be taken. The choir has  
returned to practice and our services. All cushions have been returned to the pews and you may sit 

where you wish. You may also choose to sit at a distance from others, or view the service on the  
television screen in the Fellowship Hall, if you are more comfortable with either of those options.  

Also, our worship service is being live-streamed via Facebook Live at 10:30 a.m. and available on 
the church’s Facebook page after the service concludes if that option is better for you. A few  
church activities remain suspended for the time being, but watch here for news of updates.  

Thank you for your patience and flexibility as we continue to respond to the  
COVID-19 pandemic in ways that are cautiously optimistic. 

As our Year of Discipleship (YOD) continues, you are invited to be part of the next group  

to learn from the wisdom of Dr. Phil Maynard and his book Disciple Like Jesus. We’d like to begin 

our next YOD Pod (our name for these small groups) as soon as possible.  

Please call the church office (251-368-8197) or email (office@fumcatmore.org)  

to make it known that you want to be part of YOD Pod-2! 

 (Continued from page 1) 

all to be at peace about them. I understand how badly we all want to get back to normal life. I also  
believe that, realistically, there will be some areas where we will have to adjust to a new normal.  
Including in the life of the church. Exactly what those changes and new normals will be, I cannot say.  
But as they unfold, I invite us all to approach them with a spirit that trusts in God, who makes all things 
new. And remember, everything changes.  

 
For God’s mission, 
Andy 
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GOOD NEWS…we are LIVE!! 

We have begun live streaming our Sunday morning worship  
service via Facebook Live. The service begins at 10:30 a.m. and is  

recorded as it is being live-streamed. That means you can watch live  
or watch later by going to the church’s Facebook page. Either way,  

we hope you will worship with the church online in the way  
that best meets your needs. 

Safe Sanctuaries 

      Thank you to those who attended our recent annual Safe Sanctuaries review. If you will be  

interacting with children, youth, or vulnerable adults as part of any church activity such as  

volunteering in the Church Nursery, helping with VBS, driving and/or chaperoning for a youth event, 

or participating on an ERT Emergency Response Team, this review is an annual requirement. If you 

might be involved in any way with any of the above and were not able to attend the review,  

please contact the church office at 368-8197 or Kay Leigh Faircloth. This is to ensure the safety and 

protection of everyone participating in church activities. Thank you! 

Staff-Parish Relations 
 

Let Your Light Shine! 
 

Matthew 5:16 – “In the same way, let your light shine before others,  

so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 
 

As we remove all Covid-19 restrictions and resume our normal schedules,  

we evaluate a few areas for service within our church and find ourselves in need of  

a few volunteers in a couple of areas. One of those crucial areas for service within  

our church is with our children and youth. We currently have a few volunteers that are doing a  

fantastic job! However, what was intended for short term has turned into long term and we would 

like to find a more permanent solution for all. 
 

 Children’s Director and Youth Director are part-time paid staff positions. If you know of  

anyone in the community looking for an opportunity to minister youth or children, please let us know.   
 

 SPRC would like to thank all the volunteers that have helped with our children’s and youth 

ministry through our process of searching for a Children’s Director and Youth Director. If you would 

like to help with either of these groups, please contact a committee member or the church office.  

Our children and youth are the future of our church. Let us all nourish and grow them. 
 

Together in Service, 
 

Susan H. Smith 

Staff-Parish Relations Chair 

Susan H. Smith 
Staff-Parish  
Relations 
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Nursery 
 

     Our Nursery children are special and so much fun! I hope your children  
enjoy attending and participating in the activities during church time, and  
maybe they are sharing what they are learning with you. Each Sunday morning 
they enjoy a snack, Bible story, activity, and playtime. I greatly appreciate 
Miss Mae and all the volunteers, and I know the children all really appreciate 
Miss Susan's biscuits each week. If you are interested in becoming a Nursery 
volunteer, let me know. We want to be able to keep the Nursery open during  
choir practice, but will need additional volunteers to make this happen. Thank you  
for sharing your precious children with us. 
 

Psalm 127:3   Children are a gift from God; they are his reward. 
 

Peace and Blessings, 
Beth Drew 

 

Beth Drew 
Nursery 

Coordinator 



 

Page 5 Volume 16, Issue 7, July 2021

FUMC  
SUMMERTIME  
FAMILY FUN!! 

June 2021 
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...and more  
SUMMERTIME  
FAMILY FUN!! 

June 2021 



 

If you would like to place the name 

of a friend or loved one on the 

prayer list, please contact the 

church office at 368-8197.   

Thank you. 

 

Our Christian love and sympathy  
are extended to 

Paula Wright and family 
upon the passing of her mother,  

Darlene McKenzie,  
June 11 in Morehead, KY 

 

Dear Church Family, 
     Thank you so much for the care and love 
shown during the illness and passing of our 
“chief.” My family and I greatly appreciate  
every prayer that was offered, card or text sent, 
call made, and kind word spoken. Thank you  
for being our church! 
        With Love, 
   The Barnett Family 
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Have we missed your birthday or  
anniversary?  Please contact the  
church office - we don’t want to  

leave anyone out! 368-8197 

Study - it’s essential for your 

relationship with God! 

July Birthdays 

July Anniversaries 

July    2    Sammy & Sandra Day 44 years 

July  25    Kenny & Susan Smith 34 years 

July    2    Cindy Dortch   

July    2     Doris Van Pelt   

July    3     Ann Powell   

July    5     Ruth Vickery   

July   11    Nancy Rednour   

July   12    Linda Jones   

July   13    Mary Ruth Dortch 

July   14    Lilian Hardy   

July   14    Stephen Van Pelt   

July   15    Tyler Chandler 

July   15    Kelly Drew 

July   15    Susan H. Smith 

July   19    Jim Johnson 

July   23    Molly Barnett 

July   25    Tim Dortch 

July   25    Kinsley McKinnon 

July   28    Wayne Dunn 

July   29    Louise Morris 

July   29    Christie Van Pelt 

July   30    Brandon Dortch 

July   30    William Reak 

July   30    Grant Sasser 

July   31    Jackson Dortch 

 

Dear Church Family, 
     A heartfelt thank you for the outpouring of 
love, prayers, calls, messages, and cards during 
Mickey’s illness and passing. A special thank 
you for the meal following his service.  
     We are blessed to belong to a loving Church 
Family! 
     Lee Cannon and Family 
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July 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

        

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

Communion 
10:30 am 
Worship 

10:30 am 
Worship 

10:30 am 
Worship 

10:30 am 
Worship 

5:30 pm  
Trustees 

5:30 pm 
Finance Comm. 

5:30 pm 
Admin Council 

Family Fun Night 
7 pm Box Supper 
          at Pool 
7 pm Summer 
Swimming   
No Choir 

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
at Ruth V.  

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
at Ruth V.  

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
at Ruth V.  

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
at Ruth V.  

Family Fun Night 
7 pm Box Supper 
          at Pool 
7 pm Summer 
Swimming   
No Choir 

Family Fun Night 
7 pm Box Supper 
          at Pool 
7 pm Summer 
Swimming ends   
No Choir 

Family Fun Night 
7 pm Box Supper 
          at Pool 
7 pm Summer 
Swimming   
No Choir 



 

FUMC Atmore 
Summer Swimming  
at the City Pool  
continues every 

Wednesday in July 
from 7-8:30 p.m. 

Join us! 

2021 Church Flowers 
 

We continue to fill in the  
calendar for 2021. If you 

would like to place flowers on the 
altar on a certain date, please contact 

me at (251) 368-4451  
or email joybrown@frontiernet.net 

Thanks!  Joyce Brown    

Sunday 
     

10:00 a.m.   Nursery opens 

10:30 a.m.   WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

Monday 
  1:00 p.m.   Senior Game Day 

                    (home of Ruth Vickery) 

 

Wednesday 
 

  7:00 p.m.   Summertime Family Fun 

                    at the City Pool 

            Boxed Meal Supper 

          and Summer Swim 

Weekly Program Schedule
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WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS   
 

 Flowers      Acolytes 

           July   4 the Vickery Family   July    4 Communion 

 July  11 Open     July  11   Parker Marsh 

    July  18 Open     July  18    Samuel McIntyre 

    July  25 Open     July  25    Hayden Coley 

  

 Nursery Workers     Ushers    

 Diana Henley     Randy Day 

 Suzanne Barnett     Keith Castleberry 

        Patty Castleberry 

 Sound & Video     Joe Hardy 

 Randal Barnett       

 Ben Quimby      Church Lockup   
        Katie Brantley   



 

Return Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 

311 South Pensacola Avenue                             

 Atmore, Al 36502                                                     

     

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are a people bound together under  

the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

We are a people bound together by prayer. 

Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual 

guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God. 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to 

serving God through worship and 

witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts. 

With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship, 

comfort and support to our congregation and community. 

As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual, 

and the importance of each to our congregation. 

Aware of the need for innovative ministries, 

we enthusiastically accept the challenge to 

promote  the growth of Christianity in our community. 

Phone: 251-368-8197 

Fax:  251-368-0581 

Email: office@fumcatmore.org 

First United Methodist Church 

of Atmore 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcatmore.org 
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