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The Most Important Day Ever! 

That’s what Easter is. The most important day ever! 

That first Easter Sunday when Jesus burst forth from the tomb is the most 
important day in the history of the world. No other single day or event has had 
such a significant, wide spread effect in human history. 

Think about it. Because of the resurrection of Jesus, a new religion began. 
Known today as Christianity, it claims more adherents than any other religion 
on the face of the earth and has for centuries. Yet, it all began when a Jewish 
carpenter began to teach and model a new way of living. A way that was given 
to him from his Father. A way he called the kingdom. 

Rejected by the leaders of his own Jewish faith, he nevertheless drew large 
crowds as he went about the region of Galilee teaching about the kingdom. 
Many of the lives of those who heard and saw him were changed. So much so 
that they began to live the same way he modeled living - ways that were  
contrary to some of the ways those previously mentioned Jewish leaders 
taught. So, those leaders not only rejected him. They hung titles on him such 
as glutton, drunkard, sinner, rebel, outside agitator, and heretic. 

When his popularity, influence, and power continued to grow among  
the people, they decided he was too much of a danger to them and their  
popularity, influence and power. He had to go. They hatched a plot and carried 
it out. It worked. The result was that Jesus was handed over to the Roman  
officials and crucified. The Jewish officials smugly congratulated themselves.  
In their minds, they had rid the world of another false teacher claiming to be 
the Messiah. Their traditional teachings returned as the norm without a viable 
alternative. The status quo was maintained. 

Until that first Easter Sunday morning. That’s when the wheels started  
falling off their plans and their smugness. His well-guarded tomb was found 
empty. His followers began to spread the word that God had raised him from 
the dead. Those followers, who had been so dejected and forlorn following his 
crucifixion, were now more excited, energized, and animated than ever.  
Someone who had been crucified, dead, and buried had come back to life 
through the power of God. The resurrection was a game changer. 

And not just for those in the first century. The Christian faith that resulted 
from the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus has resulted in salvation and  
everlasting life for millions of people over the ensuing years. 

                  (Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 

I’m so thankful that we’ll be able to celebrate Easter in the Sanctuary this year. Of course, we will do so 
while following the guidelines put in place by our church leadership team to do our best not to have  
anyone contract the COVID-19 virus while attending worship. We’ll wear facemasks until we’ve finished 
moving around and found our places for worship, sit only in areas of the pews where cushions are,  
sanitize our hands as we enter, and put our masks back on as we sing. But the important thing is that 
we’ll be together, praising and worshiping God, and celebrating Easter and the resurrection! I hope to 
see you Easter Sunday as we remember once again the most important day ever! 

  

For God’s mission, 
Andy 

Children’s Ministry 
 

I want to thank everyone who helped with our Easter Egg Hunt!  

For the month of April, we will be celebrating The Resurrection. Our 
focus will be on how Jesus’s resurrection brings new hope and how Jesus 
wants the disciples (us) to feed his sheep.  

I will keep you posted on our Front Porch Ministry for April through 
our Quest Kids site on Facebook.  I may be a little late—the Easter Egg Hunt  
has kept me busy! 

Our Faith word: SHARE 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name  
           of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”       Matthew 28:19 
 

Mary Bess Powell 

Mary Bess Powell 
Children’s  

Coordinator 

Music 
 

     Since I have been hired as Choir Director, I would like to take this opportunity  
to introduce myself. Evelyn and I have been married 56 years, have 3 children and  
9 grandchildren. We have been involved in church music for most of those 56 years.  
I am looking forward to the time when we can restart choir practice and the  
Cunningbells. If you have not been involved in the music opportunities offered by 
the church, I would like to invite you to begin participating in these activities when 
we are able to resume them.  
 

We look forward to serving the Lord together with each of you. 

Love, 
Dennis 

Dennis Bilbo 
Choir Director 
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Sunday 
     

10:00 a.m.  Nursery opens 

10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

5:30 p.m.    Youth CREW Senior MYF 

                    (Fellowship Hall) 

 

Wednesday 
 

5:30 p.m.    Year of Discipleship Study 

Weekly Program Schedule

If you are not ready to resume in-person worship, 
you may continue to join us for online worship. 

You will find the videos of our services on the 
church’s Facebook page. Those videos will post 

sometime Monday of each week.  
Other than Sunday morning worship and the  
Youth CREW, our regular weekly schedule  

remains suspended until further notice.  
Thank you for your understanding and patience.  
We continue to pray for God’s mercy in the face  

of this virus pandemic. 

Have we missed your birthday or  
anniversary?  Please contact the  
church office - we don’t want to  

leave anyone out! 368-8197 

If you would like to place the name of a 

friend or loved one on the prayer list, 

please contact the church office  

at 368-8197.  Thank you. 

Study - it’s essential for your 

relationship with God! 

April Birthdays 

April Anniversaries 

April    7     Bryce & Casey McKinnon 14 years 

April    8     Todd & Robin Parker  32 years 

April  10     Toby & Maggie Quimby     28 years 

April  15     Jim & Bobbie Spears    4 years 

April  17     Nicholas & Jocelyn Drew    11 years 

April  20     Lamar & Rene’ Godwin  36 years 

April  21     Jerry & Nancy Rednour  37 years 

April  25     Alex & Leigh Anne Jones    12 years 

April  26     Randy & Kitty Day  40 years 

April     2     Wayne Drew 

April     4     Reid Marsh 

April     5     Ralph Wright 

April   11     Cynthia Rodgers 

April   14     Terry Jones 

April   16     Patricia Gartman 

April   20     Faye Combs 

April   26     Steve Drew 

April   29     Randal Barnett 

April   30     Charlie Henley 

April   30     Samuel McIntyre 

We all join in welcoming 
Bill Wasden  

and 
Dennis and Evelyn Bilbo   

into the membership of 
First United Methodist Church  

Atmore 

 

Our Christian love and sympathy  
are extended to 

Rev. Andy Gartman and family 
upon the passing of his uncle,  

Robley Evans,  
March 12 in Wilmer, AL 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

5:45 pm 
Nursery opens 
6 pm  
Maundy  
Thursday Service 

Easter Sunday 
10:30 am  

Worship and  
Communion 
Nursery open 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

5:30 pm  
Trustees 

5:30 pm 
Finance Comm. 
6:15 pm 
COVID Team 

5:30 pm 
Admin Council 

5:30 pm  
YOD Pod Study 

5:30 pm  
YOD Pod Study 

5:30 pm  
YOD Pod Study 

5:30 pm   Year 
of Discipleship 
Study begins 

        

No  
Wednesday 

supper  

        

No  
Wednesday 

supper  

        

No  
Wednesday 

supper  

        

No  
Wednesday 

supper  

5-7 pm 
pick up  

Boston Butts  
at Scout Hut 

10:30 am 
FUMC  

open for   
In-person  
Worship 

 
 

 5:30 pm 
Youth CREW 

10:30 am 
FUMC  

open for   
In-person  
Worship 

 
 

 5:30 pm 
Youth CREW 

10:30 am 
FUMC  

open for   
In-person  
Worship 

 
 

 5:30 pm 
Youth CREW 



 

2021 Church Flowers 

  As we have returned to in-person worship , the 2021 Flower Calendar is now ready to complete. 
You may choose a Sunday(s) to put altar flowers in the church in memory or honor of a loved one 
for birthdays, anniversaries, graduation, to celebrate a new birth, special occasions, or “just  

because.” To request a date to provide altar flowers for the Sanctuary, please contact me. Go ahead and 
sign up for a Sunday even if it’s a couple months from now.  Text or call: 251-294-3889 or  
Email: joycesbrown@icloud.com              Thanks!  Joyce Brown    

Page 5 

WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS   
 

 Flowers      Acolytes 

           April    4 Charlie & Kelly Carlton  April    4   Communion 

 April   11 Open     April  11   Samuel McIntyre 

    April   18 Mark & Cynthia Rodgers  April  18   Hayden Coley 

    April   25 Randy & Melissa Nichols  April  25   Paisley Coley 

 

 Nursery Workers     Sound & Video 

 Beth Drew      Randal Barnett 

 Susan H. Smith     Ben Quimby 
 

 Church Lockup         

 Trustees       

   As we have announced, Gilda Stubben has retired as the church’s Music Director and moved back home to 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama to be near her sister Janet and her family. Gilda has played such a key role in our  
community and our church for so many years it goes without saying that she will be greatly missed. 

   With 2020 being such a trying year, and the many emotions that came with it, Gilda’s retirement and move 
came very suddenly, but at a perfect time for her. As we express our deep appreciation to her for her service 
to God through the First United Methodist Church of Atmore, including the Cunningbells, Blue Lake, and 
more, and all her years of teaching music to many of us through the Escambia County School system, and the 
list of accomplishments goes on, we want to honor Gilda for her special gifts and let her know how much she 
means to each of us.  

   Although we want to honor her in person and show her how very much she means to us, Covid-19 has  
restricted our ability to express our appreciation in so many of the normal and expected ways. So, we have 
opted to share with each of you her forwarding address in hopes that you will be able to reach out to Gilda 
and individually share personal memories, appreciation, and words of love that you want to share with her.  

   We will miss Gilda and her wonderful gifts. We encourage each of you that feel led, to please take a  
moment and honor our friend. Please find her forwarding address here:  Janet Schmidt  
          280 Evergreen Drive 
          Demopolis, AL 36732 

mailto:joycesbrown@icloud.com


 

Return Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 

311 South Pensacola Avenue                             

 Atmore, Al 36502                                                     

     

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are a people bound together under  

the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

We are a people bound together by prayer. 

Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual 

guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God. 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to 

serving God through worship and 

witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts. 

With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship, 

comfort and support to our congregation and community. 

As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual, 

and the importance of each to our congregation. 

Aware of the need for innovative ministries, 

we enthusiastically accept the challenge to 

promote  the growth of Christianity in our community. 

Phone: 251-368-8197 

Fax:  251-368-0581 

Email: office@fumcatmore.org 

First United Methodist Church 

of Atmore 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcatmore.org 
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