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E, I, O 

No, I’m not singing “Old McDonald.” What I am doing is to continue to  
reflect on and process the breaching of the U.S. Capitol building on January 6. 

The Sunday following that dark day I preached about baptism. I didn’t say 
anything directly about the events at the Capitol that Sunday. I felt I needed 
more time, more prayer, before addressing the issue with you. I tend to  
overreact at times to things, and I didn’t want this to be one of those times.  
As I write this, I believe I am ready to share my reflections. 

Back to baptism. At the time of our baptism either we or those who  
present us if we are unable to answer for ourselves respond to the following 
questions, among others. If we were baptized as infants or small children and 
thus unable to answer for ourselves, we reaffirm those vows at the time of our 
confirmation when we join the church. 

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers 
of this world, and repent of your sin? Do you accept the freedom and power 
God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they 
present themselves? 

Evil, injustice, and oppression. E, I, O. I believe those were on shameful  
display as the angry mob stormed the Capitol on January 6. Of course, that 
was not nearly the first time an angry mob gathered and engaged in E, I, O. 

Years ago, another angry mob gathered outside the praetorium in  
Jerusalem. Pilate, the Roman governor, offered to release one of two men  
being held by the Romans. The choice was between Barabbas, a bandit, and 
Jesus. They shouted for the release of Barabbas. According to Matthew 27, the 
scene played out like this: 

22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, 
what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 

24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd,  
saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 Then the 
people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!”  
Another blatant display of E, I, O. 

In both cases, angry mobs gathered having been encouraged by those in 
power to do so. Once they arrived on the scene, they whipped one another  
                  (Continued on page 2) 
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into a frenzy, and took action that resulted in the death of innocent people. The mob in Jerusalem took 
responsibility for their heinous behavior. “His blood be on us and on our children!” Hopefully the mob in 
Washington will likewise be held accountable. 

I also hope that we, as baptized disciples of Jesus, will remember our baptismal vows to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression (E, I, O) in all forms. Regardless of where we stand in the current political  
climate, as baptized disciples of Jesus I hope we can agree that we answer to a higher calling than that of 
any political party. We are first and foremost citizens of the Kingdom of God and our primary loyalty is to 
the Kingdom. As we are able to maintain our primary loyalty, we participate in the political processes of 
our nation as citizens of the United States of America, making sure our priorities are in order. 

Going forward, I hope we will be people who make a positive difference in our corner of the world by 
intentionally working for healing of the divisiveness that keep us at odds with one another. One of the 
best ways I know of doing so is to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves. Let’s live into our baptismal vows. Let’s be disciples. 

 

For God’s mission, 
Andy 

Trailblazers  
 

Tag it's my turn to step up and try my hand at coordinating. I have a  

new title..."Senior Adult Coordinator."  
 

A long time ago God slapped me in the face for not doing something so 
simple that even a child could do it. I was asked to help with communion 

when someone that was scheduled to help had to be elsewhere. I made 
my excuses and later asked if they had found someone…it was okay… 
it was Youth Sunday, the kids would be doing it. It was never so evident that I missed 

an opportunity by saying 'no.' From that moment on, if someone asked for help I said 
"yes" and then said a prayer that I would not fall flat on my face, "with God's help I can 

do this." 
 

So when I got the call to step out of my comfort zone I reluctantly said "YES" and said 
my prayer "with God's help I can do this." God help us, I don't know what I am doing 

but God knows...He has a plan and he knows he can use me if I am willing. 
 

Who are seniors? 

I started getting senior discounts at 50. I take advantage of any senior discount I am 
offered. This is an offer of friendship and fellowship.  
 

So here we are in the middle of this pandemic that has stopped the world as we know 

it. Seniors are getting isolated and separated because sadly COVID-19 seems to love 

seniors at a devastating cost of life.          (Continued on page 3) 

Connie Gonzalez 
Senior Adult  
Coordinator 
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Trailblazers  
(Continued from page 2) 

 

I have thought long and hard about what I can do to coordinate the seniors.   
 

I have come up with some thoughts on the subject. What can we do? What do we do? 

What do we need to do? 
 

We go shopping. 

I love running into church members that I have not seen in awhile and chatting at the 

store or in the parking lot. 

What if this was intentional? 

What if we went shopping on the odd hours of the day? Our chance of running into 

someone just got cut in half. We can even go further - have a parking lot prayer when 

we run into our church family. 
 

We can go further still - help the elderly with grocery shopping and set up a list of 

people that are willing to help out and shop for those that can't get out and about. 
 

Other ways to meet up could be going to Tom Byrne Park for a walk. A morning walk, 

an afternoon walk, and an evening walk. 10:00, 1:00, 4:00. I know I have been very 
sedentary this past year. A little walk with Jesus is good for the body and soul. If we 

run into a church family, so much the better. Maybe a Prayer in the Park. 
 

These are just thoughts as we try to reconnect to God's people in these disconnected 

times. 
 

I also like giving joy. 
What if we did a "secret senior Santa"  and maybe by the end of the year we could  

actually have a party together. 2020 was such a difficult year. A note, a small gift, 

something that brings a smile and we could all use a smile. 
 

So if you are interested in any of these activities, I will coordinate to the best of my 

abilities. 

My number is 251-294-0665  

My email is cgonzalez63@mchsi.com 

My address 701 West Rd, Atmore, AL 36502 
 

In Christ's love, 

Connie Lynn Gonzalez 

mailto:cgonzalez63@mchsi.com
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February 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

5:30 pm  
Trustees 

5:30 pm 
Finance Comm. 

5:30 pm 
Admin Council 

Ash Wednesday 
Drive Thru 

Services 
(times TBA) 

5:45 pm 
COVID Team 

    1st Sunday  
      of Lent 

10:30 am 
FUMC  

open for   
In-person  
Worship 

 

 5:30 pm 
Youth CREW 

10:30 am 
FUMC  

open for   
In-person 
Worship 

 
 

Communion 
 
 

 5:30 pm 
Youth CREW 

        

No  
Wednesday 
supper or 
activities 

        

No  
Wednesday 
supper or 
activities 

        

No  
Wednesday 
supper or 
activities 

        

No  
Wednesday 
supper or 
activities 

10:30 am 
FUMC  

open for   
In-person  
Worship 

 

Gideons Sunday 
 

 5:30 pm 
Youth CREW 

       2nd Sunday  
      of Lent 

10:30 am 
FUMC  

open for   
In-person  
Worship 

 

 5:30 pm 
Youth CREW 
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February Anniversaries 

February Birthdays 

Have we missed your birthday 
or anniversary?  Please contact 

the church office -  
we don’t want to leave anyone 

out! 368-8197 

If you would like to place the name of a 

friend or loved one on the prayer list, 

please contact the church office  

at 368-8197.   

Thank you. 
Study - it’s essential for your 

relationship with God! 

 

Our Christian love and sympathy  

are extended to 
 

Ben Quimby and family 

upon the passing of his father,  

Stan Quimby,  

January 3, 2021 in Mobile 

and 

Olivia Bryan and family 

upon the passing of her brother, 

Greg Wiggins,  

January 1, 2021 in Atmore 
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Children’s Ministry 
 

Our Children’s Ministry has been in hibernation since Covid-19 has made  
our environment unsafe to meet and study this past year. We are looking  
to the future of our program now that a vaccine is becoming available. 
 

Our Children’s Ministry includes ages Preschool through Grade 5 and I  
need volunteers to serve on our Children’s Ministry Committee.  
(I have a couple so far!) This committee will meet quarterly to plan and work  
on ministries and programs for our children.  
 

Please email me at mfpowell54@gmail.com or call/text me at (251) 294-1229 if you would 
like to serve on this committee or if you have any ideas/suggestions for our Children’s 
Ministry. 
 

Mary Bess Powell 

“We love because He first loved us.”   1 John 4:19 

Nursery 
 

It is probably safe to say we are all looking forward to the day we can resume normal church activities.  

COVID-19 has robbed us of many things. One of these is the ability to have a nursery for our little 

ones. I look forward to this day, as I have very much missed seeing the babies and young children.   

Hopefully, things will begin to turn around soon, and we will return to normalcy. There are many things 

we need to consider prior to reopening the Nursery to keep our children, staff and volunteers safe.   
 

If you would be willing to serve on a committee with me to review current polices and procedures and 

make needed changes, please contact me. I welcome suggestions from parents, grandparents and other 

lovers of nursery age children. You may email or call me with your suggestions, thoughts, cares and 

concerns as we move forward.  
 

My cell is 251-294-1123 and email is bethvdrew@gmail.com 
 

Peace and Blessings, 
 

Beth Drew 

Nursery Coordinator 

Mary Bess Powell 
Children’s  

Coordinator 

mailto:mfpowell54@gmail.com
mailto:bethvdrew@gmail.com
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WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS   
 

 Flowers       Acolytes 

February      7   Olivia & Runt Bryan   February      7   Communion 

February    14   Open     February    14   Parker Marsh 

February    21   In observance of Lent   February    21   Samuel McIntyre 

February    28   there will be no live flowers  February    28   Hayden Coley 

                   on the altar.    

  

 Ushers   Church Lockup   Sound & Video 

 Trustees   Trustees    Todd Parker 
          Mac Henley  

2021 Church Flowers 

  As we have returned to in-person worship , the 2021 Flower Calendar is now ready to  
  complete. You may choose a Sunday(s) to put altar flowers in the church in memory    
  or honor of a loved one for birthdays, anniversaries, graduation, to celebrate a new  
  birth, special occasions, or “just because.” 

 

You may select a flower shop of your choice or arrange the flowers yourself. You can use flowers 
from your yard. The arrangement should not cover or be taller than the vertical bar on the gold 
cross behind it. (Cross should be seen.) Height 21 inches, Width 20 inches.  
 

Due to the sanitizing guidelines from the COVID-19 virus, the 2021 Flower Calendar poster that 
used to be available for sign-ups in the Portico Lobby will no longer be on display. To request a 
date to provide altar flowers for the Sanctuary, please contact me. Go ahead and sign up for a  
Sunday even if it’s a couple months from now.  Text or call: 251-294-3889 or  
Email: joycesbrown@icloud.com        Thanks!  Joyce Brown    

Sunday 
     

10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

5:30 p.m.    Youth CREW Senior MYF 
                    (Fellowship Hall) 

Weekly Program Schedule

If you are not ready to resume in-person worship, 
you may continue to join us for online worship. 

You will find the videos of our services on the 
church’s Facebook page. Those videos will post 

sometime Monday of each week.  
Other than Sunday morning worship and the  
Youth CREW, our regular weekly schedule  

remains suspended until further notice.  
Thank you for your understanding and patience.  
We continue to pray for God’s mercy in the face  

of this virus pandemic. 

mailto:joycesbrown@icloud.com
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First United Methodist Church 

311 South Pensacola Avenue                             

 Atmore, Al 36502                                                     

     

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are a people bound together under  

the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

We are a people bound together by prayer. 

Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual 

guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God. 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to 

serving God through worship and 

witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts. 

With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship, 

comfort and support to our congregation and community. 

As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual, 

and the importance of each to our congregation. 

Aware of the need for innovative ministries, 

we enthusiastically accept the challenge to 

promote  the growth of Christianity in our community. 

Phone: 251-368-8197 

Fax:  251-368-0581 

Email: office@fumcatmore.org 

First United Methodist Church 

of Atmore 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcatmore.org 
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