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Holy Advent and Merry Christmas!
Have you noticed that things are different this year as we approach Advent
and Christmas? If you haven’t, someone needs to shake you gently to wake
you from your sleep. This year has been a wild ride so far. And now Christmas
is almost here.
The four Sundays of Advent help us prepare for the celebration of
Christmas. Sometimes I wish we could skip Advent and go to Christmas. Go
directly to Christmas. Do not pass through Advent. Just go to Christmas. When
I find myself in that wishful place God gently reminds me that Advent, when
faithfully observed, makes Christmas that much better. Because Advent
reminds us of the twin truths of the Christian faith: Jesus has come in a
miraculous birth, taking on human form and living among humans and Jesus
is coming again in glory to judge all humans and fully establish his kingdom.
Yes, we long for the traditions each of our families have established over
the years like gathering together and sharing wonderful meals, exchanging
gifts, and the excitement of gifts under the tree from Santa on Christmas
morning. Yes, we want to celebrate all those things and more, especially this
year! Jesus was born. It was, and is, a big deal. Let’s celebrate!
At the same time, Advent helps us remember that his birth and its
celebration point us toward the ultimate reason for that birth: the realization
of God’s kingdom. We pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Let your kingdom come, O God, on earth!
And while disciples of Jesus are striving daily to realize that vision, the
kingdom will only fully come with his triumphant return. The Scripture
passages for Advent help us remember that truth and help us make
preparations in our lives that allow us to look forward with joy and
anticipation for that day. When we can echo John from the Book of Revelation
and say “Come, Lord Jesus!” with enthusiasm, then we are truly ready to
celebrate Christmas.
We are best able to join John in that echo when we are living into the
kingdom on a daily basis. When we are allowing the Holy Spirit to do God’s
good work in us through the daily practices that cause us to grow in our faith
and deepen our relationship with our Triune God. When we listen to the “still,
small voice” of God and pay attention to the nudge of the Holy Spirit as we
interact with other people and then behave in ways that are loving,
compassionate, caring, and generous. As I said in a recent sermon, Jesus
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invites us to be disciples whose beliefs form their being and whose being then informs their doing.
It is then that we are living into the kingdom, preparing so that we are ready to greet the Lord upon
his return. It is then that we are most ready to celebrate his birth.
My hope and prayer for us all in this Advent/Christmas season is that we will find ourselves in a place
that allows us to be ready and to celebrate, to experience a Holy Advent and a Merry Christmas!
For God’s mission,
Andy
If you are not ready to resume in-person worship, you may continue to join us for online worship. You
will find the videos of our services on the church’s Facebook page. Those videos will post sometime
Monday of each week. Other than Sunday morning worship, our regular weekly schedule remains
suspended until further notice. Thank you for your understanding and patience.
Please continue to pray for God’s mercy in the face of this virus pandemic.
You may continue to give to God through First United Methodist Church. We have formed a new
partnership that will help us with that, they are called Gyve. Gyve is great because you can give online,
either on your computer or using your phone. They have an app, available from the App Store or
Google Play Store, where you can make a one-time gift, set up recurring gifts, track your giving,
and even have your spare change on purchases rounded up and given to the church.
You may always give by mailing a check to the church at 311 S. Pensacola Ave. Atmore, AL 36502.
Whether you give occasionally or consistently, we would ask that you continue to give to God through
the church so we can stay strong as a church and continue to be in mission and ministry in ways that
make an impact in our community. Thank you!
JOIN US, BUT FIRST...!
As we have returned to worship in the Sanctuary, we want you to be present in worship as often as
possible. First, we ask that you register for worship either by responding to the weekly email or by calling the
church office at 368-8197 or sending an email to office@fumcatmore.org with the names and total number
from your household who will be attending. We would like to receive your information by noon on Thursday
each week. Registering is preferred, but not required. If for some reason you forget to register and you wish
to attend, please come on to worship Sunday at 10:30 a.m. We’ll write your names in to have a record of your
attendance. We hope to see you in worship soon and often.

Worship
As we celebrate the Advent season, how joyous it is to have our Christmas decorations throughout the church!
Many thanks to all of the volunteers who have assisted with fluffing, hanging, setting and overall enhancing our
Worship areas for this season. It is exciting that we will be joining our voices (even though behind masks) as we
sing hymns during Advent. Our acolytes will be assisting in our Worship services as we light the Advent wreath
throughout the season. On December 20th, our service will be a Lessons in Carols to share the meaning behind so
many of our time honored Christmas hymns.
We are grateful to be able to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior in the traditions of our faith during this
most wonderful time of year and hope you will join us as we worship.
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December Anniversaries
Have we missed your birthday
or anniversary? Please contact
the church office we don’t want to leave anyone
out! 368-8197

December Birthdays

Have you turned in your 2021 Pledge Card?
It is not too late to turn in your
2021 Commitment Cards. Cards are available
in the Narthex, portico lobby, and church office.
Please complete your card and mail it to the church
office. We thank you for committing to support
the children, youth, missions, and ministries
of FUMC Atmore!

WHITE CHRISTMAS OFFERING
At United Methodist Children’s Home
the mission is to follow the example
of Christ by embracing
all God's children, one child one family at a time.
Your gifts provide the majority of the
contributions that keep the programs
operating year after year. Your gifts change
lives every day. When you give you are
helping children all over Alabama and
northwest Florida.

You can give to the United Methodist
Children’s Home all during the month
of December. An offering for the
Children's Home will be taken during the
Christmas Eve Services. Make giving to the
UMCH part of your family's tradition!

If you would like to place the name of a
friend or loved one on the prayer list, please
contact the church office at 368-8197.
Thank you.

Our Christian love and sympathy are extended to
Will Chapman and family
upon the passing of his uncle,
Buddy Noble, November 13 in Jackson, AL
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
1

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

No
Wednesday
supper or
activities

6 2nd Sunday

of Advent
10:30 am
In-person
Worship
and
Holy
Communion
5:30 pm
Youth Crew

13

7

4th Sunday
of Advent
10:30 am
FUMC
open for
In-person
Worship
Service of
Lessons in Carols

27

9
No
Wednesday
supper or
activities

5:30 pm
Twilight
Christmas
Parade

No Trustees
meeting

14

3rd Sunday
of Advent
10:30 am
FUMC
open for
In-person
Worship

20

8

21

15

No Finance
Comm meeting

22

16

23

No Admin
Council meeting

29

18

19

24

25

26

No
Wednesday
supper or
activities

No
Wednesday
supper or
activities

28

17

30
No
Wednesday
supper or
activities

OFFICE
CLOSES
at
NOON
4-6 pm
Christmas Eve
Come & Go
Communion

31
OFFICE
CLOSES at
NOON
6 pm Youth
New Year’s
Eve Party

Merry
Christmas!
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WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS
Flowers

Acolytes

December 6 Open
December 13 Open
December 20 Lamar & Rene’ Godwin
December 27 Open

Ushers

Trustees until further notice

December 6 Reese Jones
December 13 Samuel McIntyre
December 20 Sydney Snow
December 27

Sound & Video
James Lee
Randal Barnett

Church Lockup
Keith Castleberry

2021 Church Flowers
We are beginning to fill in the calendar for 2021. You may
choose a Sunday(s) to put altar flowers in the church in memory
or honor of a loved one for birthdays, anniversaries, graduation,
to celebrate a new birth, special occasions, or “just because.”
Due to the sanitizing guidelines from the COVID-19 virus, the 2021 Flower
Calendar poster that used to be available for sign-ups in the Portico
Lobby will no longer be on display. To request a date to provide altar
flowers for the Sanctuary, please contact me at (251) 368-4451 or
email joybrown@frontiernet.net Thanks! Joyce Brown

Study - it’s essential
for your
relationship with God!

Youth
THE YOUTH ARE BACK!!!
After 7 months of being apart, our youth are now back gathering together for lessons and
fellowship!!! While COVID-19 has certainly changed how we gather, still, WE DID IT! Yes, we
were able to do this while socially distancing and wearing masks.
This past Sunday we gathered, fellowshipped, made plans for future gatherings and events. While
there the group enjoyed a snack supper of pizza and chocolate chip cookies to celebrate Judson
Lee and Hayden Coley's November birthdays!! Our next gathering will be Sunday, December 6th
at 5:30 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. We will meet from 5:30-7:00 p.m. If you have a youth in your
family or know a youth looking for a group, please share the word!!
If you would like to provide a snack supper for the youth, please let me know!! I can be reached
at 251-238-0916 or barnettnsuzanne@gmail.com
In His Service,
Suzanne

First United Methodist Church
311 South Pensacola Avenue
Atmore, Al 36502
Return Service Requested
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First United Methodist Church
of Atmore
Phone: 251-368-8197
Fax: 251-368-0581
Email: office@fumcatmore.org

We’re on the Web!
www.fumcatmore.org

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a people bound together under
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
We are a people bound together by prayer.
Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual
guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God.
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to
serving God through worship and
witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts.
With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship,
comfort and support to our congregation and community.
As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual,
and the importance of each to our congregation.
Aware of the need for innovative ministries,
we enthusiastically accept the challenge to
promote the growth of Christianity in our community.

