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...an update from Pastor Andy  

Returning to onsite worship is no doubt on many of your minds. Here’s the 
best I can offer you as of right now. 

First, no definite date has been set yet for that to happen. The current 
guidelines from Bishop Graves and the Cabinet recommend no onsite worship 
through June 30. In addition, the CDC recommends no large gatherings until 
there has been a fourteen-day period of continuous decline in the number of 
reported cases of COVID-19 in your area. As I write this, Escambia County is 
nowhere near that goal. 

There’s also the matter of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). We’ve  
ordered hand sanitizing stations, additional hand sanitizer, and disposable 
masks for use once we return to onsite worship. Their arrival, currently  
projected for mid- to late June, will also help determine our restart date. 

The final determination of that date will largely be made by myself and  
the COVID-19 Team I’ve assembled, made up of the chairpersons of the  
Administrative Council, the Finance Committee, the Board of Trustees, the 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee, the Worship Committee, and the Church Lay 
Leader and Delegate to Annual Conference. With the assistance of these key 
leaders, tentative plans are being made for a return to onsite worship that will 
be as safe as possible for the congregation. 

Once we return, we’ll want to do our best to be responsible in our  
behavior so as to minimize the possibility of spreading the COVID-19  
coronavirus. This includes wearing masks while onsite, whether your own 
mask or a disposable one, checking your temperature before leaving home, 
staying home if you are sick, maintaining the minimum recommended distance 
of six feet from others, and utilizing non-contact methods of greeting others. 

For me, following these guidelines is also a matter of discipleship. Jesus 
said the greatest commandment included loving God with our whole being 
and loving our neighbor as we love ourselves. I don’t believe any of us want to 
be infected with the COVID-19 virus, nor do we want to see anyone among our 
congregation infected. One of the best ways we can try to make sure that 
doesn’t happen is to behave in these responsible ways. And as United  
Methodist Christians we have the General Rules of our church to guide us as 
we live. The first of those three General Rules is: Do No Harm. Taking these 
precautions when we come back together is one way to practice that. 

Finally, thank you for your love for God and God’s church. Thank you for 
your spirit of cooperation as we work together to make our return to onsite 
worship as safe as it can be. Pray that God will guide us as we make the  
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decisions needed to come together as the church family in a safe way. And remember that God is  
faithful. We’ll get through this together. The best is yet to come. 

For God’s mission, 

Andy 

We are refreshing our 

friends and family  

prayer list and starting 

over beginning in June.  

If you would like to 

place the name of a 

friend or loved one on 

the prayer list, please 

contact the church  

office  

at 368-8197.   

Thank you. 

As the church remains closed for in-person worship, please continue to join us for online worship. 
You can access the church’s Facebook page via your computer, laptop, tablet, or smart phone.  

To participate or view the videos go to facebook.com/fumcatmore/ 
 

We have been asked how people can continue to give to God through First United Methodist Church 
since we are not meeting physically for worship. We have formed a new partnership that will help us 
with that, they are called Gyve. Gyve is great because you can give online either on your computer or  
on your phone. They have an app, available from the App Store or Google Play Store, where you can 

make a one-time gift, set up recurring gifts, track your giving, and even have your spare change  
on purchases rounded up and given to the church.  

 
 

You may always give by mailing a check to the church at 311 S. Pensacola Ave. Atmore, AL 36502. 
Whether you give occasionally or consistently, we would ask that you continue to give to God through 

the church so we can stay strong as a church and continue to be in mission and ministry in ways  
that make an impact in our community. Thank you! 

 

Dear Friends,  
Thank you so much for the Easter lily.  
I enjoyed it every day. 
                                Hazel Hall 

 

Dear Church Friends,  
    What a lovely surprise to open my door to two of my 
church friends bringing me the lovely Easter lily to enjoy.  
I have now planted it outside (after it faded) so I can enjoy 
it for years to come. Thank you so much! 
                                               With love, 
                                               Doris Van Pelt 

 

Our Christian love and sympathy  
are extended to 

Jennifer Drew and family 
upon the passing of her sister,  

Rhonda Brantley,  
May 17 in Silverhill, AL 

 

Our Christian love and sympathy  
are extended to 

Gay Drew and family 
upon the passing of her brother,  

Comer Earle Vickery,  
April 26  

 

Our Christian love and sympathy  
are extended to 

Will Chapman and family 
upon the passing of his mother,  

Nancy Chapman,  
May 10 in Fairhope  

 

Our Christian love and sympathy  
are extended to 

Jocelyn Drew and family 
upon the passing of her grandfather,  

Billy Ward,  
May 18 in Walnut Hill, FL 
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BOY SCOUTS   Troop 26                                       
by Diana Henley 
 

Although Scouts have not been meeting for several months, two Boy Scouts have 

been working on their Eagle Scout Projects. Jonathan Gibbs and Charlie Henley are Life 

Scouts with Troop 26. Both Scouts recruited help from their Troop and other Troops along  

with family and friends. After completion of their Eagle Scout Projects, the Scouts will have to 

appear before an Eagle Scout Board of Review. 
 

Jonathan's Eagle Project was to place flag holders on all Veterans' graves at Oak Hill  

Cemetery. He got a map and a list of all the Veterans from Atmore City Hall. He had 500 ft. of 

PVC pipe donated from Swift Supply, Bondurant Hardware, Lowes and Home Depot. The pipe 

was then cut into one foot lengths and an image of the American flag placed on each. Troop 

26, Troop 31, and friends helped in putting the flag holders out at the Cemetery. The holders 

will be used each year for the VFW to place flags on all Veterans' graves. The first usage of 

these flag holders was Saturday, May 23, 2020. 
 

Charlie's Eagle Scout Project was to assist the Atmore Area Christian Care Ministry in the  

expansion of storage by converting area used as a sanctuary into pantry space. Work began 

in February and included removal of carpet and stage, painting of the floor, reworking the   

cabinets to allow a walk-through from the kitchen and installation of a commercial sink. Pantry 

expansion will allow the Ministry to obtain larger quantities of food at a lower unit cost and to 

offer a wider variety. 
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Wednesday Night 
Summer Swimming 
at the City Pool  

has been cancelled 
for summer 2020 

           

        SENIOR RECOGNITIONS 

        
 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS  

TO OUR 2020 GRADUATE! 
 

Anna Catherine Sasser 
Troy University 

Friday, July 24, 2020 
B.S. Degree  

Athletic Training 
 

We are proud of you!!  
Your FUMC Family 

We have a boy...!    
announcing the arrival of 

Willard Harrison “Will” Moore 
 

born May 13 in Birmingham, AL 
                7 lb. 15 oz.     20 inches 

 
welcomed with love by proud parents,  

Owen and Mary Catherine Faircloth Moore, 
big sisters,  

Adeline, Leah Cate, and Audrey,  
and Grandparents Rob and Sheilo Faircloth 

We have a girl...!    
announcing the arrival of 

Amelia Belle Webster 
 

born May 28 in Mobile, AL 
                6 lb. 6 oz.     20 1/2 inches 

 
welcomed with love by proud parents,  

Chase and Kerrianne Castleberry Webster,  
and Grandparents  

Keith and Patty Castleberry 

 

*Our weekly schedule has been suspended 

during the COVID-19 outbreak. We hope to 

be able to resume worship and regular  

activities as soon as safely possible. 
 

Sunday 
  9:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 

                    in Fellowship Hall 
 

  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 

                   Nursery opens 
 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

Monday 
1:00 p.m.    Senior Game Day 
                   (home of Ruth Vickery) 
 

6:00 p.m.   Disciple III Bible Study 
                    

6:00 p.m.   Cunningbells 

 

 Wednesday 
5:00 p.m.    Children & Youth 

                    Music Program  
 

6:00 p.m.    Fellowship Supper 
 

6:15 p.m.    Quest Kids  

                   (Education Building) 

                    

6:30 p.m.    Youth CREW Senior MYF 

                   (Education Building) 
 

6:45 p.m.   Choir 

Weekly Program Schedule
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June Anniversaries 

Have we missed your birthday 

or anniversary?  Please contact 

the church office -  

we don’t want to leave anyone 

out! 368-8197 

June Birthdays 

June  1 Terry & Linda Jones      52 years 

June     3 Micheal & Amy Dean  20 years 

June     6 Tom & Renee Wolfe  39 years 

June   11 Tommy & Laurie Moore 43 years 

June   13 Joe & Renee Hardy  39 years 

June   16 Joe & Rachel Brown  41 years 

June   24 Steve & Beth Drew  43 years 

June   2 Justin Marsh    

June      3 Johnny Gibbs 

June      3 Ray Gonzalez    

June      3 Hazel Hall    

June   5 Anna Mims 

June      6 Asher Gonzalez 

June      6 Riley Harrison    

June    7 Micky Akins    

June   9 Lindsay Mims    

June      9 Phyllis Shipp    

June 11 Brad Quimby    

June    11 Shelia Rogers    

June    12 Pee Wee Powell   

June    13 Patty Castleberry   

June    13 Charlie Sasser  

June    14 Carol Elkins 

June    14 Todd Parker 

June    17 Norman Rogers 

June    18 Nicholas Drew 

June    19 Jennifer Drew 

June    20 Lamar Fillingim 

June    23 Lena Hardy 

June    23 Hillary Huskey 

June  24 Ed Brown 

June  24 Laurie Moore 

June 26 Sheilo Faircloth 

June  27 Ashley Strawbridge 

June  28 Reese Jones 

June  29 Mark Rodgers 

June    30 Kathy Keel 

Oops!  

I missed Robert and Lena Hardy’s 

10 year anniversary  

on May 22nd. 

My apologies and  

Happy belated anniversary! 



 

Return Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 

311 South Pensacola Avenue                             

 Atmore, Al 36502                                                     

     

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are a people bound together under  

the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

We are a people bound together by prayer. 

Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual 

guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God. 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to 

serving God through worship and 

witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts. 

With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship, 

comfort and support to our congregation and community. 

As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual, 

and the importance of each to our congregation. 

Aware of the need for innovative ministries, 

we enthusiastically accept the challenge to 

promote  the growth of Christianity in our community. 

Phone: 251-368-8197 

Fax:  251-368-0581 

Email: office@fumcatmore.org 

First United Methodist Church 

of Atmore 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcatmore.org 
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