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I Only Thought I Knew 
 

The title of my March newsletter article was The Times They Are a Changin’. 
I was referring then to the possibilities for change within the United Methodist 
Church that might result from the General Conference scheduled for May. 

Then COVID-19 showed up and the changes came rapidly in droves for the 
entire world. I only thought I knew. As we continue to do all we can to prevent 
the spread of the virus, including adhering to the stay at home orders, wearing 
masks and gloves when we have to go out, and keeping an appropriate  
distance between ourselves and others, we live with the uncertainty of when 
things might return to “normal.” 

Friends, I believe we all need to be preparing ourselves for a new normal, 
because it seems to me that it will be a long time before we get back to the 
kinds of behaviors we took for granted before this pandemic was loosed on 
the world, if ever. This pandemic might create a “new normal.” I’m not saying 
it will, but it might. 

Given all the unknowns going forward, I’ve created a COVID Team for our 
church at the recommendation of our Bishop. These key leaders and I will be 
looking at what it might look like to begin to gather for worship again, along 
with the other on-site activities we’ve been accustomed to pre-virus. Please  
be in prayer for this team, that God might give us the discernment to think  
and plan wisely. We’ll keep you informed as things progress. 

I can also tell you that the earliest possible date for a return to corporate 
worship for the churches of the Alabama-West Florida Conference is May 24.  
I stress, the earliest possible date. It may be later. The Bishop and the  
Conference Staff are working closely with State government and health  
officials to make their decisions regarding when we can safely gather for  
worship again. 

Finally, some thank yous. I want to thank our Church Officers for the  
amazing leadership they’ve provided as we’ve made our way so far through 
the fallout associated with the virus pandemic. I can’t begin to count the back 
and forth emails and text messages they’ve patiently responded to, including 
one Zoom call. They are faithful servants of God and God’s church. And thank 
you to each of you for your generous giving to God through the church. You 
have sent your gifts through the mail or used our online giving platform, Gyve, 
to allow the church to remain in a strong position to continue in mission and 
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ministry. Giving is an act of worship, and the generosity of your faithful giving. You’re amazing! 

For God’s mission, 

Andy 

Staff-Parish Relations 
“Children are a Blessing and a Gift from the Lord.” 

Psalms 127:3 

       Our Nursery has been growing over the past year!  The past few months  

I have missed hearing all of our sweet littles having such a great time on Sunday 

mornings!  Hopefully we will all be back together very soon.  With growth comes 

progress and in an effort to protect our children and staff, and to help our parents 

feel more comfortable when leaving their children in our care here at First United 

Methodist Church of Atmore, SPR has implemented a new form to be completed for each child  

attending our Nursery during Sunday School and services.  If you are a parent or guardian please take 

the time to complete a form for each child you are dropping off.  Mae Rivers, Joyce Brown, or myself 

will be more than happy to provide you with the proper form.  These forms will be kept in the  

Nursery for quick reference use by our Nursery Director, Mae Rivers, and any volunteers.    
 

       We hope that you find the form easy to complete.  Please let our Nursery Director know if you 

need to revise or update your form at any time.  We hope that this will provide our volunteers with 

any information they may need while caring for our children.   Thank you to all the volunteers and we 

look forward to any feedback.   
 

       Yours in Christ, 
 

       Susan H. Smith  

       SPRC Chair 

Susan H. Smith 
Staff-Parish Relations 

As the church remains closed for in-person worship, please continue to join us for online worship. 
You can access the church’s Facebook page via your computer, laptop, tablet, or smart phone.  

To participate or view the videos go to facebook.com/fumcatmore/ 
 

We have been asked how people can continue to give to God through First United Methodist Church 
since we are not meeting physically for worship. We have formed a new partnership that will help us 
with that, they are called Gyve. Gyve is great because you can give online either on your computer or  
on your phone. They have an app, available from the App Store or Google Play Store, where you can 

make a one-time gift, set up recurring gifts, track your giving, and even have your spare change  
on purchases rounded up and given to the church.  

 
 

You may always give by mailing a check to the church at 311 S. Pensacola Ave. Atmore, AL 36502. 
Whether you give occasionally or consistently, we would ask that you continue to give to God through 

the church so we can stay strong as a church and continue to be in mission and ministry in ways  
that make an impact in our community. Thank you! 
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Missions and Service 

It’s the morning of April 23…the electricity is out, it’s raining cats and dogs, lightning popping and  
thunder following! I might as well type a report for FUMC Atmore Missions while I have battery on my 
computer, RIGHT??? 

It seems like YEARS since I made the last report- indeed since we were last able to worship together on 
March 15. If you weren’t at church with us that last day when the REAL concerns of coronavirus had not 
yet seeped into our bones, the Yard Sale/Car Show was a tremendous success!!! I don’t have an EXACT 
amount but I know we made well over $6,000.00!!! I could never NAME each one or THANK each one  
of you who supported, sweated, cooked, cashiered… the list goes on! It was a collaborative effort, but I 
KNOW it wouldn’t have happened without the (pre-yard sale) work of Todd, Robin, Will, Janice, and  
Mrs. Mae. You guys are Yard Sale TREASURES!!! 

If you haven’t heard, unfortunately we have had to cancel our scheduled trip to Palmares, Costa Rica in 
June. We are joining with our friends in Spanish Fort to send some of our proceeds to support their  
continuing building efforts. As we deal with our day-to-day adjustments to social distancing and stay-at-
home orders, let us remember that our friends at Iglesia Evangelica Metodista Cristo Vive are reaching 
out to their neighbors who are suffering loss of income due to COVID-19. This picture was on Facebook 
showing some food bags the church members had assembled. God is SO GOOD! 

 

Locally, FUMC Missions is happy to be able to support Ernie Digmon with his efforts to help provide 
some nutritious meals to school children in our Atmore area. Ernie (and friends) are giving out bag meals 
on Fridays at Atmore Farmer’s Market. He says he has plenty of volunteers at this point, but we have 
helped him with the cost of some of his goodies (lunch meat, fruit, etc.) Ernie has promised if he needs 
“people” that he will call! 

The influence that we can have at Patterson Street continues as well. Carol Crook has been helping one 
of our girls who needed access to Wi-Fi/internet to finish up her school work.  

As we continue to worship, work, visit, and care from a distance… please stay close to the HEART of 
GOD! Be His hands and feet when you can SAFELY! In the words of John Wesley, do all the good you can! 

Dios te bendiga! God Bless YOU!!! 

Renee    251-294-3557   hardyhom@frontiernet.net 
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        SENIOR RECOGNITIONS 

        
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  

TO OUR 2020 GRADUATES! 
 

Kenneth Bryant Quimby 
Escambia Academy 

(Commencement Date TBA) 
 

Bailey Anna Van Pelt 
Northview High School 

(Commencement Date TBA 
  

Bradley Andrew Van Pelt 
University of West Florida 
Saturday, August 1, 2020 

B.S. Degree  
Business Administration-Finance 

 
We are proud of you!!  

Your FUMC Family 

 

Dear Church Family,  
Thank you for the beautiful Easter lily 
you gave us. It certainly brightened our 
day and is a lovely addition in our living 
room. Thank you for your loving prayers. 
                                Dianne and Sandy 

 

Dear FUMC Church Family,  
Thank you for the beautiful Easter lily 
delivered to my door by no other than 
Rev. Andy and Trisha – a reminder of  
our Jesus Resurrection. 
                                     Love and prayers, 
                                     Genny Avery 

 

Dear Friends,  
Thank you so much for the beautiful 
Easter lily. Happy Easter to all. Love to 
my Church Family. 
                                May God Bless You, 
                                Ruth Vickery 

 

Our Christian love and sympathy  
are extended to 

Betty Raley and family 
upon the passing of her sister,  

Mildred Hanson,  
April 14 in Pensacola 

If you would like to place the name of a 

friend or loved one on the prayer list, 

please contact the church office  

at 368-8197.   

Thank you. 

 

Our Christian love and sympathy  
are extended to 

Mark Rodgers and family 
upon the passing of his mother,  

Ceres Rodgers,  
April 26 in Atmore 

 

Dear Renee,  
Please express my appreciation to the 
ladies of the church for thinking of me  
at Easter. The lily was beautiful and 
brightened my day. I don’t email but will 
start accessing the Churchman on line.  
                                             Sincerely, 
                                             Ann Waller 

 

Our Christian love and sympathy  
are extended to 

Mae Crenshaw Rivers and family 
upon the passing of her son, 

Lester Crenshaw,   
April 28  
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Summer Swimming 
at  

the City Pool  
has been postponed 
until further notice 

May Anniversaries 

May      3 Nathaniel McIntyre 

May      3 Joshua McIntyre 

May  6 Joyce Brown  

May  9 Kelly McIntyre  

May    10 Michael Cannon 

May    10 Paxton Caraway  

May    12 Walton Nichols    

May    17 Brian Huskey 

May    17 Lillie Miller 

May    23 Lyla Hardy 

May    23 Toby Quimby 

May    26 Austin Rogers 

May    28  Cathy Coley 

May    28  Thomas Moore 

May    31 Weston Jones 

May    31 Mark Rodgers 

Have we missed your birthday 

or anniversary?  Please contact 

the church office -  

we don’t want to leave anyone 

out! 368-8197 

We have a girl...!    
announcing the arrival of 

Sasillia Mae Caraway 
 

born March 25, 2020 in Bay Minette, AL 
8 lb. 4 oz.     21 inches 

 
welcomed with love by proud parents,  
Dakota and Marie Gonzalez Caraway, 

Grandparents Chris and Connie Lynn Gonzalez,  
and Great-Grandmother Louise Morris 

May      1    James & Cindy Lee     21 years 

May      6    Tim & Gabby Dortch     43 years 

May      7    Clint & Bobbi Sasser     27 years 

May    17    Mark & Cynthia Rodgers     45 years 

May    22    Walt & Elsie Butler     21 years 

May    25    Randy & Melissa Nichols     35 years 

May    27    Howard & Nannette Shell    69 years 

May    28    Kelly & Jennifer Drew     37 years 

May Birthdays 



 

Return Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 

311 South Pensacola Avenue                             

 Atmore, Al 36502                                                     

     

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are a people bound together under  

the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

We are a people bound together by prayer. 

Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual 

guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God. 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to 

serving God through worship and 

witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts. 

With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship, 

comfort and support to our congregation and community. 

As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual, 

and the importance of each to our congregation. 

Aware of the need for innovative ministries, 

we enthusiastically accept the challenge to 

promote  the growth of Christianity in our community. 

Phone: 251-368-8197 

Fax:  251-368-0581 

Email: office@fumcatmore.org 

First United Methodist Church 

of Atmore 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcatmore.org 
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