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First United Methodist Church of Atmore
Celebrating Love
Dear church,
I love you.

I can say that because you love me, and have shown that love in many
ways since I became your pastor. One of the main ways you’ve demonstrated
your love is through your affirmation. I’m routinely thanked by you from
across the spectrum of those who participate in the life of the church for the
sermons I preach, the Sunday School class and Bible study I lead, the pastoral
care I provide, and other things. Those expressions of affirmation mean more
to me than I can ever say in words. They encourage me to always do and be
my best as your pastor.
Another way you’ve demonstrated your love is by your hospitality and the
ways you’ve helped Trisha and me feel so much at home in the church and the
community so quickly. We’ve been showered with food and other help while
moving into the parsonage, shared visits and meals in some of your homes,
and received countless numbers of cards and gifts during Christmas. Some
have been intentional in helping make sure I am making connections in the
wider community, for which I’m deeply grateful, since all appointments in
the United Methodist Church are primarily to the church but also to the
community.
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So, for all the ways you’ve loved us as your parsonage family we say,
“Thank you!”
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I’m sure one of the reasons love is on my mind is that this is for the
February newsletter and the nation celebrates St. Valentine’s Day each year
on February 14. It’s a great day to celebrate your relationship with the love of
your life and offer expressions of your love for them.
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Often, when we think about love we might also think about the apostle
Paul’s description of love in 1 Corinthians 13, also known as the Love Chapter
in the Bible. There he says, “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable
or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never ends.”
While I hope you love the love of your life in all those ways, Paul wasn’t
offering a description of romantic love when he wrote those words. He was
(Continued on page 2)
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trying to help the Corinthian church understand how God loved them and, ideally, how they would love
one another as the church. Two clues point to that. First, the word used for love in the Greek in which
Paul wrote is agape or unconditional, God-like love. There is another word for romantic love in Greek.
Paul used agape. Second, the final words used to describe this agape love are: Love never ends. This
love, agape love, is eternal. Inspired and modeled for us by our eternal, Triune God, agape love goes far
beyond what any two human beings share in a romantic relationship with one another.
I hope we, the First United Methodist Church of Atmore, have this agape love for God and for one
another and that we’ll continuously grow in our capacity to love like God loves. You’ve certainly made
this pastor feel loved like that. Because you have . . .
I love you,
Andy

The following is a portion of a communication issued by Bishop Graves concerning appointment
making. The entire document is posted on the church’s Facebook page.
Friends,
Currently the cabinet, pastors, staff-parish committees, and churches are working on the
upcoming appointment year: July 2020 to June 2021. To inform you of our process, but
most importantly to ask for your prayers, I want to share the following:
The cabinet, consisting of the eight district superintendents, Rev. June Jernigan, and myself
will be working to make over 575 appointments between now and annual conference,
scheduled for June 7-9. There will be times when we ask Rev. John Brooks, director of
multicultural ministries, and Rev. Bill Kierce, director of congregational development, to meet
with us as we seek to become more aware of diversity while also being mindful of church starts.
Yet it is only the cabinet who will be projecting the appointments. It is a vital process that
involves thousands of lives and is why I seek your prayers.
...the appointment process involves most of our year with February and March being the most
intense months of our work. In my mind, it is the most important work we do and one that I want
to live into God’s will. I feel it is important to be transparent to all our clergy and congregations.
We need and appreciate your prayers.
In Christ,
Bishop David Graves
Resident Bishop
Alabama-West Florida Conference
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Missions and Service
…and just like THAT!... It’s FEBRUARY
By the time you read this, we will likely be on top of the Super Bowl and the Souper Bowl.
If you didn’t order your soup for pick-up after church on Sunday, February 2, call NOW to
reserve…. 251-294-3557 (Renee Hardy).
***
The Mission Service Team and Committee will be having a yard sale fundraiser to help
with 2020 trip expenses. The dates for the SALE are March 12-14. Times will be published
in the March newsletter. WE ARE TAKING DONATIONS NOW! Items can be dropped at
the FUMC Youth House (corner of Horner and Roberts Street) on
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, and FRIDAY from 8:00-11:00 a.m.
Please use the door on the side of the house (across from the portico drive-thru.) If no one
is there at your drop off, please leave items in the “pool table room.” If you need items
picked up for the sale, please call Will Chapman (251) 294-1154 to schedule. Please
donate ONLY clean, useable, unbroken items.
***
Thanks be to God for the many ways we share in ministry!

Dios te bendiga! God Bless YOU!
Renee

251-294-3557

hardyhom@frontiernet.net

Music Ministry
The month of January was a soggy month. We hope February will be much betterbecause, it is - Handbell Month!!!!

We have a list of our young ringers that are excited to be in the South Alabama Young
Ringers Festival. The festival will be held at the First United Methodist Church in ATMORE
on February 29th. Hey, that's US!! Our congregation and families are welcome to come
and watch our young ringers, as well as the other visiting handbell choirs, perform at the
closing concert at 3 pm...AND...you will see a familiar face that day - our guest clinician
leading the workshop will be Emily Pollard!
It will be a great day!!!!!!
Love,
Gilda

Gilda Stubben
Music Director
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The youth did such a great job on the Christmas play that they were treated
to a trip to 30 Below for some delicious ice cream treats. We had a great time.
The youth have also been busy studying the Ten Commandments and they
have made some tentative plans for upcoming activities. We will travel to
Pensacola on February 7 to celebrate “Faith Night” with the Pensacola Ice
Pilots hockey team. It looks to be a really fun evening with lots of extras
planned for those who attend.

Trisha Gartman
Interim Youth
Director

In His service,
Patricia

VALENTINE’S supper
catered by David’s Catfish

Wednesday, February 12
6 p.m.
3 Menu options

#1 Ribeye Steak
Baked Potato
Salad Roll Dessert
$12.00
#2 Hamburger Steak
with Onions & Gravy
Baked Potato
Salad Roll Dessert
$10.00
#3 Chicken Tenders
French Fries
Roll Dessert
$5.00
For this supper there are
NO STANDING RESERVATIONS
Everyone must call 368-8197
by noon February 11
to make a reservation.

The United Methodist Women of
FUMC Atmore
have reorganized as the
Conway Dickinson Circle.
Meetings will continue to be held
on the first Tuesday of the month
at 3 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
The club does not meet
during the summer.
All ladies are welcome and
invited to attend!
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
First Tuesday of the Month
Tuesday, February 4th
3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
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Weekly Program Schedule
Sunday
9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in Fellowship Hall
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Nursery opens

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE

Monday
1:00 p.m.

Senior Game Day
(home of Ruth Vickery)

6:00 p.m. Disciple III Bible Study
6:00 p.m. Cunningbells

Wednesday

5:00 p.m.

Children & Youth
Music Program

6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Supper

6:15 p.m.

Quest Kids
(Education Building)

6:30 p.m.

Youth CREW Senior MYF
(Education Building)

6:45 p.m. Choir
FELLOWSHIP SUPPERS
February 5, 19, and 26
Fried Chicken
The church provides the meat and all you
need to bring is a side dish. The cost is
$4.00 per person, $3.50 for seniors, or a
maximum of $12.00 per family. If you
need to add or cancel a reservation,
please do so by noon each Tuesday.
Come enjoy the good food and fellowship!

2020 Baypines District
Conference and Training
has been rescheduled for
Saturday, March 21
9 a.m. until 12 Noon
at FUMC Bay Minette
Worship will begin at 9:00 A.M. followed by a short
refreshment break. The District will then offer three
classes which will provide hands-on ideas
in the following areas:
Diversity
led by Deaconess Celeste Eubanks
Getting to Know Your Neighbors
led by Reverend Bill Kierce
Discipleship
led by Reverend Bobbie Lassiter
All church officers and other leaders are encouraged
to take advantage of this opportunity to learn and grow
in these areas. Everyone is welcome
and encouraged to attend.

FUMC ATMORE
YARD SALE
to benefit the

2020 Costa Rica Mission
Service Team
Thursday, March 12 - Saturday, March 14
Accepting donations NOW of
clean, useable, unbroken items at the
Youth House. Items may be dropped off
Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays
between 8 - 11 a.m.
If you need an item picked up,
please call Will Chapman
at 294-1154 to schedule a pick up time.
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February 2020
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

Fri

Sat
1
Blue Lake
Camp
Winter Retreat

2

3

Communion
Gideons Sunday
12 Noon
Mission Team
Souper Bowl
Fundraiser

9

4

7

8

5 pm Children
& Youth bells
6 pm Supper
6:15 pm Quest
Kids
6:30 pm CREW
6:45 pm Choir

5:15 pm
Worship Comm

5 pm
Youth to
P’cola Ice Pilots
Faith Night

11

12

13

14

15

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple III
Bible Study

5:15 pm
Trustees
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts

17

18

5 pm Children
& Youth bells
6 pm Valentine’s
Catered Supper
6:15 pm Quest
Kids
6:30 pm CREW
6:45 pm Choir

20

21

22

Scout
Sunday

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple III
Bible Study

23

6

3 pm Conway
Dickinson Circle
5 pm
Missions Comm.
1-4 pm
5:30 pm
Senior Games
Scout Leaders
6 pm Disciple III 6:30 pm
Bible Study
Cub Scouts

10

16

5

24

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm Disciple III
Bible Study

19

5:30 pm
Finance Comm.
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts

5 pm Children
& Youth bells
6 pm Supper
6:15 pm Quest
Kids
6:30 pm CREW
6:45 pm Choir

5:30 pm
Admin Council
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts
Blue & Gold

5 pm Children
& Youth bells
6 pm Supper
No Quest Kids
or Youth CREW
6:30 pm
Ash Wed service
7 pm Choir

25

26

9:30 am
Cub Scouts
Pinewood Derby

27

28

29
South Alabama
Young Ringers
Handbell Festival
at FUMC Atmore
3 pm Concert
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February Anniversaries

Blue Lake Camp Winter Retreat!!

February Birthdays

January 31- February 2, 2020
Please keep our young campers,
volunteer leader, and drivers
in your prayers as they enjoy
this fun weekend.

Have we missed your birthday
or anniversary? Please contact
the church office we don’t want to leave anyone
out! 368-8197

If you would like to place the name of a
friend or loved one on the prayer list,
please contact the church office
at 368-8197.
Thank you.

Study - it’s essential for your
relationship with God!

We are looking for volunteers to assist the
pastor in serving Communion on the
first Sunday of every month.
No experience is required - just a willingness
to serve your church one Sunday.
Contact Katie Brantley at (251) 202-1415
to sign up for a date. Thank you!
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CUB SCOUTS Pack #275

by Diana Henley

February is a busy month for the Cub Scouts. Besides the weekly Den meetings, the Pack will
be involved in the following events:


February 1



February 9
February 22





February 25
February 28
through March 1

Yustaga Native American Weekend (YNAW) at Spanish Trail Scout
Reservation in DeFuniak Springs
Scout Sunday at FUMC Atmore
Pinewood Derby - FUMC Atmore Fellowship Hall.
Registration at 9:30 a.m. and race begins at 10:00 a.m.
Blue and Gold Celebration - FUMC Atmore Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m.
Tiger Growl at Spanish Trail Scout Reservation

MEETING DATES
February 4
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
February 11
6:30 pm
February 18
6:30 pm
February 25
6:30 pm

Leader meeting
Den meeting
Den meeting
Den meeting
Pack meeting - FUMC Fellowship Hall

BOY SCOUTS Troop 26

by Diana Henley

The Troop had plans to camp during the weekend of January 17 through January 19 but the
trip was cancelled due to bad weather. Instead of outside camping, the boys decided on a
one night Lock-in at the Scout Hut where they enjoyed pizza, games and movies. They will
have another opportunity to camp at the Yustaga Native American Weekend (YNAW)
January 31 through February 2 at the Spanish Trail Scout Reservation. Several of the adults
and Boy Scouts will be serving as Staff during the event.
Troop 26 will also participate in Scout Sunday at FUMC Atmore on Sunday, February 9.
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WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS
Flowers

Acolytes

February

2 Olivia & Runt Bryan

February

2 Communion

February

9 Ed & Joyce Brown

February

9 Reese Jones

February

16 Doris Van Pelt

February

16 Parker Marsh

February

23 Open

February

23 Paisley Coley

Nursery Workers
February

Ushers

2 Ashley Strawbridge
Austin Rogers

February

9 Susan H. Smith
Lena Hardy

February

Linda Ellison
Rene’ Godwin
Sandy Whitaker

16 Jennifer Drew
Beth Drew

February

Gay Drew

Renee Wolfe
Tom Wolfe

23 Christie Van Pelt

Brooke Marsh

Communion Stewards

Sound & Video
James Lee
Randal Barnett

Ed & Joyce Brown

Church Lockup
Diana Henley

2020 Church Flowers
The FUMC 2020 Flower Calendar is ready. You can choose a Sunday(s) to put altar
flowers in the church in memory or honor of a loved one, for birthdays, anniversaries,
graduation, to celebrate a new birth, special occasions, or “just because.”
You may choose a flower shop or arrange the flowers yourself. You can use flowers from your yard.
The arrangement should not cover or be taller than the vertical bar on the gold cross behind it.
(Cross should be seen.) Height 21 inches, Width 20 inches.
Lent starts Wednesday February 26th and ends Thursday evening April 9th. We won’t have any
flowers on the altar table from Sunday, March 1st through Sunday, April 5th.
The 2020 Flower Calendar is in the portico of the church to sign up on, or you can contact me.
Go ahead and sign up for a Sunday(s) even if it’s 3, 6, or 9 months from now.
Text or call: 251-294-3889

Email: joycesbrown@icloud.com

Thanks! Joyce Brown

First United Methodist Church
311 South Pensacola Avenue
Atmore, Al 36502
Return Service Requested
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First United Methodist Church
of Atmore
Phone: 251-368-8197
Fax: 251-368-0581
Email: office@fumcatmore.org

We’re on the Web!
www.fumcatmore.org

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a people bound together under
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
We are a people bound together by prayer.
Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual
guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God.
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to
serving God through worship and
witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts.
With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship,
comfort and support to our congregation and community.
As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual,
and the importance of each to our congregation.
Aware of the need for innovative ministries,
we enthusiastically accept the challenge to
promote the growth of Christianity in our community.

