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Charge Conference is scheduled for First UMC Atmore on October 15, at 2:00 p.m. A 
part of Charge Conference is the Pastor’s Report. Here is the report that I will submit 
to our Charge Conference. It is by no means comprehensive, but it is a helpful  
snapshot of where we have been and where we hope to go.  
 

Report from the Pastor, Charge Conference, 2017—FUMC, Atmore 
 

Moving is never easy. And the older I get, the harder moving becomes. The challenges 
that come with changing addresses are significant. New communities, new relation-
ships. New schools, new connections. It can take weeks just to get the utilities up and 
running. So, we entered this season of moving to Atmore with some apprehension 
and uncertainty—and a lot of boxes.  
 

We anticipated those challenges that moving presents and prepared to work our way 
through them as they arrived. But they never came. It was so easy! The day we 
learned we were moving to Atmore, we became acquainted with the incredible  
hospitality and compassion we have come to love about this congregation. We were 
shepherded through the process of addressing school registration, parsonage details, 
and the community of Atmore.  
 

We have been welcomed with deep affection and warmth. Patti, Eli, Adam, and I are 
so grateful for this church and for the community we are coming to know and love.  
 

As I have begun to learn how to pastor this congregation, I have been drawn to the 
Christlike character of the church. It doesn’t mean there are no struggles or stumbling 
blocks, but it does mean we are absolutely equipped to meet those challenges head 
on.  
 

I have begun to encourage the congregation to understand their identity within the 
context of three characteristics of discipleship. Compassion, Companionship, and 
Community are vital aspects of our walk of faith. These characteristics shape us  
both within and without. Through attention to Compassion, Companionship, and 
Community our lives reflect more fully the way Christ expects us to relate to one  
another and to our God. This orientation pulls us together and it sends us forth to 
reach across boundaries and barriers to invite others into this journey.  
 

Our first few months at FUMC Atmore have been exciting. We have been able to ac-
complish some remarkable things together, and we are looking forward to what God 
has in store for us next! 
 

Here are some highlights of our first months of working together. 
 I have been very diligent about continuing Reverend Dr. Debora Bishop’s  

fantastic leadership. Her work here was, and continues to be, transformational. 
                                         (Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

       Her graciousness eased this transition in countless ways. Dr. Bishop’s leadership will now be deployed  
       more broadly in the Mobile District and the Annual Conference as a whole.  
 Our worship attendance remains strong as we continue to reach out and extend invitations to others in our 

community. 
 We’ve added a Disciple 1 Fast Track class, with 17 members, to our numerous other Bible Study offerings.  
 Our Missions Committee is continuing a relationship with several girls from a nearby underprivileged and  

underserved neighborhood. They are working to ensure that these girls are mentored in their faith and have 
some reliable relationships in which they can grow. 

 I have worked hard to continue to raise the profile of FUMC Atmore in our community. I’ve been an active part 
of city council meetings, Rotary Club meetings, and providing chapel services in our private schools. I’ve been 
supportive of local community activities including the Greater Escambia Center for the Arts. I took on a role in 
their most recent dramatic production. The church will be a leading participant in Williams Station Day  
activities in downtown Atmore.  

 Our youth and children’s programs are in very capable hands and they are doing some transformative work in 
their respective areas. Fun activities are balanced with developing biblical literacy and a vibrant faith. We are 
seeing our younger membership develop in their relationship with Christ and their relationship with each  
other.  

 We have been faithful in our call to support UMCOR in the wake of the devastating storms that continue to 
wreak havoc throughout our region. We have collected money and we have been a drop point for other 
churches seeking to provide material support.  

 We participated in a demolition day to facilitate the renovation of a local house by Habitat for Humanity.  
 Our church hosted ERT training for the Baypines District as we prepared for the next wave of damaging storms 

or other emergency events.  
 The Trustees are overseeing the implementation of new security technology that should facilitate the safety of 

the campus during our varied events and responsibilities.  
 

On the horizon  
 

 Our “More Than Bricks” campaign will continue to renovate and create useful space in our facility to prepare 
us for the work of offering the Gospel in our community now and for years to come. 

 We will once again be sending a service team to Costa Rica continuing a partnership that connects the Body of 
Christ across international boundaries.  

 Safe Sanctuaries training is coming up. Our volunteers with children, youth, or other vulnerable populations 
will be screened and equipped to do transformative work. 

 We will explore and implement some new procedures for inviting, identifying, and incorporating guests and 
shepherding them toward membership. 

 Providing an additional worship opportunity, we will do a “Longest Night” healing service during the 3rd week 
of Advent. 

 
This is not a comprehensive listing by any means! We have so much happening and so much left to do! We will not 
tire from doing the work Christ has given us to do and we will not grow complacent in becoming the people Christ 
has called us to be! 
 

I’m grateful to God for the opportunity to be here in Atmore. I am so eager to continue to learn this community 
and this church. Our future is bright and we are following Christ into that future! 
  
Yours in Christ, 
Brennan 
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 Missions                       Reaching OUT!                       Evangelism 
   

On Monday afternoons, ladies from FUMCA are “reaching out” to girls from the Patterson Street area. The  

afternoon involves food, fellowship, and fun! If you are in the area of the Youth House between 3 and 5 p.m.,  

peep in OR come in and join the fun. 
 

 

On September 9, FUMCA “reached out” to tear up a house for Escambia County Habitat for Humanity. Ten able

-bodied Methodists did battle with roaches, baseboards, cabinets, vinyl flooring, ceiling material, and roaches. Did I 

mention roaches? The house on E. Craig Street will soon be home to someone. Watch for future dates to go back 

to do some finish work when the construction nears completion (and thank you, Clint, for mowing the yard  

BEFORE we had to walk through it!) We were able to visit with one of the house’s neighbors who was so happy 

to see the house being “brought back!” 
 

 

By the time you read this, FUMCA will be (almost) ready to “reach out” in emergencies! On September  24, 

members of our congregation and others from the Baypines District participated in ERT (Emergency Response 

Team) training. The training makes us “official” to respond to disasters under the umbrella of UMCOR.  
 

 

2018 will mark the 5th year (can you believe it?) of our commitment to “reach out” in LOVE and SERVICE to 

our neighbors in Palmares, Costa Rica. Pastor William and his congregation have continued with construction on 

their sanctuary since we left them in June. While we have a core group who has been faithful for the last 4 years,  

it would be AWESOME if there are others who would like to join this fun, hard-working group from FUMCA and 

Spanish Fort UMC. I have heard through the grapevine that we have at least ONE person who will join for the first 

time in 2018, but HE hasn’t told me himself (only heard from his wife- who may just be trying to get rid of him for 

a week!) FUNDRAISING TO DEFRAY SOME OF THE COST OF THE TRIP FOR THE MISSIONERS BEGINS IN 

OCTOBER… if you are interested/dying to go, PLEASE let me know now so you will be involved in fundraising 

from the start! We will leave on June 16, returning on June 23. I would like to meet for a few minutes with 

ANYONE/EVERYONE interested in being part of the service team in the Fellowship Hall RIGHT 

AFTER CHURCH on October 15 (yes, I know it is Charge Conference Day.) We just need to get an 

idea of numbers since we will be teaming up with SFUMC again this year. 
 

Speaking of fundraisers… 
 

“Soup”port the Costa Rica service team on OCTOBER 25. The Costa Rica team and a host of  

special volunteers will provide a variety of soups, crackers and cornbread, and dessert for Wednesday Night  

Supper. Please plan to attend and bring your neighbors. Donations and generous tips will be appreciated! 
 

We heard rave reviews from those who bought the chocolate covered apples last year, so we are going to 

have another sale in December. Dates will be announced later, but delivery of the apples will be the week that 

school lets out for Christmas holidays… these apples make great gifts for teachers, neighbors, special friends,  

pastors, committee chairmen.… Please keep this gift idea in mind as you “make your list and check it twice!”  

(If I had emojis in Word, this would be the winky eye!) 
 

Our God is an AWESOME GOD! How are you “reaching out” to show His love? 

 

Dios te bendiga!    hardyhom@frontiernet.net 

Renee      251-294-3557 

mailto:hardyhom@frontiernet.net
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Children - Faithful Quest  
 

As we roll on through fall with school, football games, soccer, and all our  
many activities, here are some important dates to put on your calendar. 

 

On Children’s Sabbath, October 8th, we will present Bibles to our 4th  

grade children, Riley Harrison and Hayden Coley. It is a privilege for all  

of us to be a part of their faith journey. They will receive study Bibles they 

can use through confirmation, the children and youth programs, and adult 

Bible studies. 

 

After attending Charge Conference on Sunday, October 15, come join us for a Family Movie 

Night at 5 p.m. at the Strand Theatre. Concessions will be available and the movie is free, 

just bring a friend! 

 

  Join us Sunday, October 29 for “Fall on the Farm” to be held at Todd and Robin    

  Parker’s home. There will be carnival booths, a hayride, cake walk, food, and lots  

  of FUN and games for all ages. If you would like to volunteer to help, please  

  contact Kay Leigh Faircloth. 

 

We LOVE you! 
Sarah Frances 

Sarah Frances Thompson 
Children’s Director 

Music Ministry 

     We are in full swing now!! Our Children and Youth Handbells group started on  

September 6th, and we have been having a great time every Wednesday afternoon.  Boy,  

I wish my memory was as good as theirs. They picked up right where they left off last 

spring. They are a great group! We are planning to ring at the October 8th worship  

service. We hope you will be there to hear our young musicians!! I want to say “Thank 

you” to the volunteers who have been helping us in the bell room on Wednesday  

afternoons. It is so helpful to have an extra pair of hands. 

 Our Cunningbells have been working hard too. They are excited to be back, and they  

are planning to ring during the October 29th worship service. The group would like to welcome  

Michael McDonald this fall. He is one of our own, and we always enjoy having him here. 

 I want to give a great, big “Thank you” to the Adult Choir. We may have a small group, but they 

are dedicated and faithful all year long. They love what they do, and they do a wonderful job! If you love 

to sing, come join us. We have a sweet fellowship with each other, and we have started to work on our 

Christmas music. We practice at 6:45 on Wednesday nights right after the Fellowship Supper.  

 

See you there!!! 

Gilda 

Gilda Stubben 
Music Director 
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Kay Leigh Faircloth 
Youth Director 

Slip-N-Slide Kickball Game 

On Sunday, September 24th our youth took part 

in their first slip-n-slide kickball game! There was 

water, kickball, fun, and many, MANY suds.  

Youth Council Officers & Representatives 

The votes are in and the CREW Youth group is thrilled to announce its officers and representatives for the 

2017-2018 school year! Youth Council will meet on the last Sunday of each month at 9:15 a.m. beginning in 

October. Each of these youth will have an opportunity to be creative and really think through what it means 

to use our program in order to better reach their friends and peers with the love of God! The purpose of 

the Youth Council is to give students ownership of the youth group. Students will have fun and enjoy the  

camaraderie of a small group. Congratulations to the first-year members! 

President – Mac Henley 

Vice President – Eli Peacock 

Secretary – Adam Peacock 

Treasurer – Bentley Van Pelt 

Historian – Bailey Van Pelt 

Representative – Bryant Quimby 

Representative – Charlie Henley 

Representative – Charlie Sasser 

Representative – Emma Caroline Sasser 

 

Representative – Hillary Huskey 

Representative – Jackson Dortch 

Representative – Judson Lee 

Representative – Mary Ruth Dortch 

Representative – Meredith Harrison 

William Station Day 

October is here, and so is Williams Station Day! On October 28th, our youth will be 

doing a Surprise Bag Booth and we are asking for donations of small new trinkets or 

gift certificates that cost at least $5. If you have a business and would like to donate 

through this, we will put your name on the sponsor board at our booth. All donations 

may be left in the church office and we ask that they be turned in no later than  

October 18th. If you have any questions please contact Kay Leigh at (251) 253-0501. 

Thank you! 

Fall on the Farm Sign-Up 

Fall on the Farm is scheduled for October 29th, 2017 and will be held at the home of 

Robin and Todd Parker from 4 p.m.- until. There is still plenty of volunteer space to 

be filled, so if you would like to help in any manner there is still time! We are so 

excited about this event so be sure to contact either Sarah Frances Thompson,  

Robin Parker, or Kay Leigh Faircloth with any questions and to find out how you can 

help execute this incredible evening! 

Fall is here and our CREW Youth are just as busy as ever! 

Here are a few updates and up-and-coming events to mark 

on your calendars! 
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October 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Communion 

     Children’s    
     Sabbath 
 
Children & 
Youth  
Handbells 
 
1:30 pm 
Baby Shower 
for Sarah F. 
Thompson 

 

12 Noon  
Costa Rica Team 
 

12 Noon  
Tailgate Lunch 
 

2 pm  Charge 
Conference 
 

5 pm  Family 
Movie Night  

5th Sunday 
Offering for 

UMCH 
 

Cunningbells 
play 

 
 
 

4 pm Fall on 
the Farm 

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
3:30 pm 
Mentoring 
6 pm Disciple I 
& III Bible Study  
6:15 pm  
Cunningbells 

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
3:30 pm 
Mentoring 
6 pm Disciple I 
& III Bible Study  
6:15 pm  
Cunningbells 

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
3:30 pm 
Mentoring 
6 pm Disciple I 
& III Bible Study  
6:15 pm  
Cunningbells 

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
3:30 pm 
Mentoring 
6 pm Disciple I 
& III Bible Study  
6:15 pm  
Cunningbells 

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
3:30 pm 
Mentoring 
6 pm Disciple I 
& III Bible Study  
6:15 pm  
Cunningbells 

5 pm 
Missions  
Committee 
6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts  

5:15 pm  
Trustees 
6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 

3 pm UMW 

5:30 pm Finance 
6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 

6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 

5 pm Children  
& Youth bells  
6 pm Supper 
6:30 pm CREW  
Faithful Quest 
6:45 pm Choir 

5 pm Children  
& Youth bells  
6 pm Supper 
6:30 pm CREW  
Faithful Quest 
6:45 pm Choir 

5 pm Children  
& Youth bells  
6 pm Supper 
6:30 pm CREW  
Faithful Quest 
6:45 pm Choir 

5 pm Children  
& Youth bells  
6 pm Costa Rica 
Soup Supper 
6:30 pm CREW  
Faithful Quest 
6:45 pm Choir 

6 pm Disciple II 
Bible Study 

6 pm Disciple II 
Bible Study 

6 pm Disciple II 
Bible Study 

6 pm Disciple II 
Bible Study 

9 am 
Coffee Club 

9 am 
Coffee Club 

9 am 
Coffee Club 

9 am 
Coffee Club 

Williams 
Station Day 
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Sunday 
  9:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 

                    in Fellowship Hall 
 

  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 

                    Nursery opens 
 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

 

Monday 
  1:00 p.m.  Senior Game Day 

                    (Fellowship Hall) 
 

  6:00 p.m.  Disciple I Bible Study 

          Disciple III Bible Study 
 

  6:15 p.m.  Cunningbells 
 

 

 Wednesday 
  

 5:00 p.m.   Children’s Music Program    
                

6:00 p.m.   Fellowship Supper 
 

6:30 p.m.   Faithful Quest  

                   (Education Building) 

                   Senior MYF - the CREW 

                   (Youth House) 
 

 6:45 p.m.  Choir 

                   Nursery opens 
 

Thursday 
6:00 p.m.   Disciple II Bible Study 
 

Friday 
 9:00 a.m.  Coffee Club 

                   (Fellowship Hall) 

 

Weekly Program Schedule Study - it’s essential for your 

relationship with God! 

 Bible Studies 

Disciple I 
The Disciple I study group is a 24-week “Fast 

Track” study of the Old and New Testaments.  

It meets Monday evenings from 6 to 7:15 p.m.  
 

Disciple 1I 
The Disciple II study group meets Thursday  

evenings from 6-8 p.m. and looks at Genesis,  

Exodus, Luke, and Acts.  
 

Disciple III 
The Disciple III study group examines the Old 

Testament prophets and the Letters of Paul.  

It meets Monday evenings from 6-8 p.m.   

October 15, 2017 

Charge Conference 

 

12 Noon Tailgate Lunch 

We will gather after our worship service for a  

Tailgate Lunch in the parking lot (or Fellowship Hall, 

depending on weather). Please bring your favorite  

tailgate food to share. There will be fun and games for 

all ages to enjoy while we eat and fellowship. 
  

2 pm Charge Conference 

At 2 p.m. we will meet in the Fellowship Hall for our  

Charge Conference, a time to share in celebrating 

and visioning for FUMC Atmore. A Nursery will be  

provided. 
 

mark your calendars  

for this very special day! 

Our Christian love and sympathy  

are extended to 

the family of Brent Whitaker, 

who passed away on 

September 5 in Mobile 
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October Anniversaries 

October Birthdays 

Have we missed your birthday 
or anniversary?  Please contact 

the church office -  
we don’t want to leave anyone 

out! 368-8197 

October    4 Justin & Brooke Marsh   9 years 

October    9   John & Katie Brantley          7 years 

October  10 Brennan & Patti Peacock   19 years 

October  20 P.D. & Emily Pollard 38 years 

October  22   Pee Wee & Ann Powell 46 years 

October  23 Jim & Diana Henley      24 years 

October   1 Jim Van Pelt 

October   1 Nancy Williams 

October   2 Gabby Dortch 

October   2 Mac Henley 

October   4 Beth Drew 

October   6 Chris Harrison 

October   7    Linda Ellison 

October   7 Meredith Harrison 

October  10 Paige Allen 

October  10   Kenny Smith 

October  13 Tammy Jones 

October  14 Melissa Nichols 

October  14 Buck Powell 

October  16 John Brantley 

October  16   Jim Henley 

October  22 Maggie Quimby 

October  22 Lavada Renfroe 

October  31 Howard Shell  

A sweet baby girl has arrived! 

Join us for a baby shower 

honoring  

Sarah Frances Thompson 

            and 

          Julia Katheryn Thompson  

        Sunday, October 8th 

  1:30 p.m. 

FUMC Fellowship Hall 

Hosted by: 

Janice Chapman, Cathy Coley, Kathy Keel,  

Meg Jones, Leigh Anne Jones, Carolyn Loggins,  

Cynthia Rodgers, and Totsie Mims 

It’s a boy...!  

Announcing the arrival of 

 Calvin Thomas Hawkins 

            born September 17, 2017 

             in Auburn, AL 

            9 lb. 3 oz.    22 inches 

welcomed with love by proud parents,  

Josh and Shelby Moore Hawkins 

and grandparents, Tommy and Laurie Moore 
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CUB SCOUTS  Pack #275               by Diana Henley 
 

The Cub Scouts resumed weekly Den meetings on September 5. New Cub Scouts as well as 

those returning have started on their rank requirements. The Wolf Den picked up trash during 

one of their Den meetings while the Bears and Webelos took a hike to the YMCA building to 

study its history. The Cub Scout leaders have also been busy. The Long Leaf Pine District 

hosted a Cub Scout Training during the weekend of September 15 - 16. The attendees 

learned some helpful techniques to help the Pack. 
 

The Pack will attend Family Camp at the Spanish Trail Scout Reservation during the weekend 

of October 6 - 8. Parents and siblings are invited to participate in the campout. 
 

MEETING DATES: 

October   3    5:30 pm Leader meeting 

                        6:30 pm Pack meeting 

October 10      6:30 pm Den meeting 

October 17      6:30 pm Den meeting 

October 24      6:30 pm Den meeting 

October 31                      NO MEETING 

 

 

 
 

 

The Wolf Den after picking up trash. 

Cub Scouts with Deputy 
and his canine assistant. 
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OCTOBER 29th  
5th SUNDAY  

OFFERING 
for UMCH 

 

 

BOY SCOUTS   Troop 26                                      by Diana Henley 

The Order of the Arrow members from Troop 26 attended the Pow Wow at Camp Euchee  

in DeFuniak Springs during the weekend of September 8 - 10. The boys belong to the  

Oschambos Chapter so they were responsible for food preparation all weekend. Steak and 

potatoes were on the menu for Saturday night! At the Yustaga Pigskin Classic, the theme 

was "football" so some of the competitions included jersey design, mascot competition, and 

flag football. With Irma traveling across Florida, the scouts decided to pack up early on  

Sunday morning and head west. 

 

Troop 26 is selling Boy Scout Popcorn. Please see a Boy Scout if you are interested.  All 

sales help them earn funds for next year's summer camp.  They will be doing other  

fundraisers throughout the year. 

 

Pow Wow at Camp Euchee 

If you would like to place the name of a 

friend or loved one on the prayer list, 

please contact the church office  

at 368-8197.   

Thank you. 

2017 Church Flowers 
We are continuing to fill in the calendar for 
2017. If you would like to place flowers on 
the altar on a certain date, please call me  

at (251) 368-4451 or  
email joybrown@frontiernet.net.  

                           Thanks!  Joyce Brown    
   

NEW!!  
You may now order flowers yourself, or you have the  

option of having the church order your flowers for you. 
Contact Joyce Brown to place your order, then bring your 

payment of $50 to the church office, along with your  
dedication for the bulletin.   
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WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS   
 

 Flowers      Acolytes 

October    1   Open     October    1   Communion 

October    8   Open     October    8   Sydney Snow 

October  15   Open     October  15   Harper Harrison 

October  22   Wynell Bell    October  22   Riley Harrison 

October  29 Amy Dean    October  29   Hayden Coley 

 

 Nursery Workers     Ushers  

October    1   Christie Van Pelt    Cindy Dortch   

October    8   Meg Jones     Jackson Dortch 

  Suzanne Barnett    Linda Jones 

October  15   Cynthia Rodgers    Terry Jones 

  Lee Cannon     Renee Wolfe  

October  22   Diana Henley    Tom Wolfe  

  Sarah F. Thompson      

October  29   Carolyn Loggins    Sound & Video    

       Susan H. Smith    Todd Parker    

        James Lee 

 Communion Stewards      

    John & Katie Brantley    Church Lockup  

        Mickey Cannon            

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
Third Tuesday of the Month 

Tuesday, October 17th 
3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 COSTA RICA SERVICE TEAM 

FUNDRAISER SOUP SUPPER  
     

Wednesday, October 25  

          6 pm 

The Costa Rica team and a host of special volunteers 

will provide a variety of soups, crackers and cornbread, 

and dessert for Wednesday Night Supper. Standing 

reservation list will apply - please add or cancel by 

noon Monday, October 23. Please plan to attend  

and bring your neighbors.  

Donations and generous tips will be appreciated! 



 

Return Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 

311 South Pensacola Avenue                             

 Atmore, Al 36502                                                     

     

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are a people bound together under  

the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

We are a people bound together by prayer. 

Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual 

guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God. 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to 

serving God through worship and 

witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts. 

With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship, 

comfort and support to our congregation and community. 

As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual, 

and the importance of each to our congregation. 

Aware of the need for innovative ministries, 

we enthusiastically accept the challenge to 

promote  the growth of Christianity in our community. 

Phone: 251-368-8197 

Fax:  251-368-0581 

Email: office@fumcatmore.org 

First United Methodist Church 

of Atmore 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcatmore.org 
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