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Storm Stories 
 

We’ve all got the stories. They’re still there in the recesses of our memory  
and with very little nudging, they pour out of us. Anyone who has survived  
the onslaught of nature’s fury comes away with an acute sense of our own  
limitations in the face of the disaster. Perhaps our stories revolve around 
storms with names like, Ivan, Katrina, Erin, Opal, or maybe they are rooted  
in rising rivers or even unrelenting drought. Regardless of the extent of the 
destruction or the length of the recovery, these stories always seem to have  
a common theme. The theme that arises over and over is that friends and 
neighbors as well as strangers and outsiders bind together in the uncertainty 
of the moment and, out of deep compassion, find ways to lift each other up 
when the winds and storms of the world threaten to overwhelm us. 
 
The stories that are emerging in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey are no less 
inspiring. USA Today documented several of these stories. We are awed by the 
story of a human chain that rescued an elderly man from a car in rising flood 
waters. Or by another human chain that saw a mother in labor helped from 
the rushing waters and into the care of doctors to oversee her delivery. And 
then we see the story of the mother who drowned in the swelling current 
while ensuring that her baby could live. But there are countless other stories 
that will be told like ours are—among friends, neighbors, and family. And as 
we grieve our losses, we tell our stories and celebrate the selflessness of other 
people when times are at their darkest.  
 
It’s the stories of compassion that move us most—especially during disasters 
like Harvey. These are the stories that can bring us to tears because we know 
just how easily it could have been us. These storms pay no heed to zip codes 
or bank accounts. Hurricanes don’t care what kinds of cars we drive or what 
challenges are already on our plates. It is precisely because of the widespread 
nature of these events that we come to realize in the moments of compassion 
that we are truly more alike than we are different.  
 
This is a reality, however, even when nature’s destructive capacity isn’t  
assaulting us. Even when things are more mundane—routine—we are more 
alike than we are different. The same kind of compassion that moves us during 
the aftermath of storms like Harvey is available to us moment by moment and 
day by day.  
                       (Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 

We simply have to have the courage to be compassionate, even when the sun is shining and breeze is 
nice. The courage to step out and see the humanity—to see the Christ—in others is our first step toward 
a compassionate life that, despite the storms of this life, draws us in hope to that moment when the 
clouds thin and the sun breaks through. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Brennan 

Music Ministry 

     We are entering fall and it is my favorite time of the year. The days get a little cooler, 
the leaves on the trees turn beautiful colors, and….It is football season! I remember a  
story about how the weather gave us one of the most beautiful and loved hymns.   
Carl Boberg, a Swedish pastor, was returning home from a church meeting when he  
was caught in a sudden midday thunderstorm with heavy rain and violent lightning.  
Then, just as suddenly, the sky cleared, the sun came out, and a choir of birds began to 
sing their sweet songs. Pastor Boberg was so overcome by this event, that he stopped,  
got down on his knees, and prayed a thankful prayer for the beauty and majesty of God's  
creation. When he arrived home, he immediately began to write nine verses of a poem  
that became the beloved hymn, “How Great Thou Art!”   
 

The adult choir is busy preparing music to share with us. We have some empty chairs in the choir loft  
on Sundays, so we would love to have you come join us. We will soon begin working on Christmas music. 
 

The Cunningbells will resume our Monday rehearsals on September 11th at 6:15 p.m. We are excited to 
get back to work. The Children’s and Youth Handbell group will begin their rehearsals on Wednesday,  
September 6 at 5 p.m. Any child or youth who is in grades 3 through 12, and wants to learn music, please 
come and join us. 
 

Gilda 

Gilda Stubben 
Music Director 

 

In response to a request from Bishop David Graves, our  

communion offering for Sunday, September 3, will be  

added to the $820 we received last Sunday and will be sent 

to UMCOR to support them in their efforts to provide relief 

to those suffering in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. 

Other avenues of support and relief will be open to us in the  

days ahead. Please be in prayer for the people Texas and  

Louisiana as well as the relief agencies and workers who are 

guiding them this season of recovery. 
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 Missions                                                                                    Evangelism 
…and the beat goes on! ... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The rehab is in the DEMOLITION stage, 

and FUMC Atmore can help! On Saturday 

morning, September 9, at 7:50 a.m.,  

we will meet at FUMCA and drive over in 

the church bus. YES, I KNOW IT’S ONLY 

A COUPLE OF BLOCKS!! But it is  

important for the people of Atmore to 

know the people of FUMCA show up in  

the community! Bring your work gloves 

and eye protection (maybe a hammer, 

too!) but don’t let the lack of “accessories”  

stop you from coming! We will have 

supplies for you (and there may even 

be some lunch involved!) Please let 

me know you plan to help by 

Wednesday, September 6.         

The planning has already begun for the 

2018 FUMC Atmore SERVICE TEAM trip 

to Palmares, Costa Rica. The dates are 

June 16-23, 2018. PLEASE let me know 

if you are even remotely interested in this 

wonderful experience of service with our 

neighbors in CR.  

Cost of the trip will run around 

$1500, but PLEASE don’t let $$ stop 

you if your heart is saying “GO!” We 

will be doing some fundraising to 

help defray costs for the missioners 

from FUMC Atmore. 

Dios te bendiga!  

Renee 

hardyhom@frontiernet.net 

251.294.3557 

Have you ever wanted to tear something up for a good cause??? 
 

HERE IS YOUR CHANCE! Escambia County, AL Habitat for Humanity is in the  

process of rehabbing a HOUSE here in Atmore on East Craig Street —  

making a HOME for a deserving family! 

mailto:hardyhom@frontiernet.net
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Our children and youth 

wasted no time putting the 

gaga pit into good use, if 

even for a friendly game of 

“Duck, Duck, Goose.” 

Some things never get old! 

 

Children - Faithful Quest  
 

Welcome back to school, Sunday School, that is! There is no better way to get 

ready and recharged for the week ahead than to come to church on Sunday  

morning and be with our friends and family to learn more about God’s love for  

us all. Our children are learning about what makes a good friend. God is the  

best friend we will ever have, but a good friendship is not one-sided and it is  

certainly not always easy! Whether you are just getting to know Him or you two  

go way back, Sunday School is one of the best places to lean in and build your  

relationship with God. If you would like to be a part of our Children’s programs 

and help them to learn more about God, please contact Robin Parker or me.  

We would love to answer any questions you may have about the Sunday school  

classes we have for all of our children as well as opportunities for adults to volunteer  

with our children during Sunday School and Wednesday evening MYF.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at Sunday School!  

 

Love, 

Sarah Frances Thompson 
912-308-6931 

Children’s Director 

 

Robin Parker 

850-380-2581 

Children’s Leadership Committee Chair 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Watch your bulletins for  
details about our Fall on the 

Farm Day. There will be  

carnival booths, hayrides, 

food, and FUN! 

Sarah Frances Thompson 
Children’s Director 
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The CREW Methodist Youth Fellowship  
 

August was an awesome month for our CREW Youth! Promotion Sunday sent six new youth 

our way and Big Kahuna’s was a great success. We also started our brand-new Youth Council. 

Here are some highlights and future updates for the coming months! 
 

                        Big Kahuna’s 

On Saturday, August 12th, several of our children and youth (and some of our big kids) spent a 

day in the sun in Destin. Lazy rivers and huge slides offered our kids countless opportunities to 

play and spend time with one-another, we even had a big slide first-timer! Big thanks to Robin 

and Todd Parker for hauling us to the waterpark and supplying the yummiest treats for the trek! 

Kay Leigh Faircloth 
Youth Director 

    Youth Council 

In August, our youth began their very first Youth Council. The purpose of the 

Youth Council is to give students ownership of the youth group. Students will 

have fun and enjoy the camaraderie of a small group but they will also learn  

and develop leadership skills and the value of teamwork as they work together to accomplish goals and  

objectives. Elections will be held September 6th, so stayed tuned for your future officers and representatives! 

          Simply Sheets 

Simply Sheets are back! The month of September the youth will be selling everyone’s 

favorite bedsheets again. Be sure to find any youth to get your order in and for more 

information! 

         William Station Day 

Although it is not until October 28th, Atmore’s Williams Station Day is right around the corner! 

This year our youth will be doing a Punch Surprise Booth and we are asking for donations of 

small trinkets or prize items. If you would like to donate or participate in the booth please  

contact Kay Leigh at (251) 253-0501. Thank you! 

   Fall on the Farm Sign-Up 

Want to participate in FUMC’s first annual Fall on the Farm? Well you can! Just locate the sign 

up booths in the portico lobby on Sundays and in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays. Here 

you will be able to put your name down to help design and run any booth of your choice.  

We are so excited about this event so be sure to contact either Sarah Frances Thompson, 

Robin Parker, or Kay Leigh Faircloth with any questions and to find out how you can help execute this  

incredible evening! 

        Slip-n-Slide Kickball 

Slip-N-Slide Kickball has been rescheduled for Sunday, September 24th, from 2-3 pm in the parking lot across 

from the church. There will be water, kickball, and refreshing drinks. Everyone, ages young and old, is invited 

to attend, so please bring your families and friends out for a fun Sunday! Call Kay Leigh with any questions. 
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September 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Communion 

1-4 pm  
Senior Games at  
Ruth Vickery’s 
5 pm  
Worship Comm.  
6 pm Disciple III 
Study begins 
6:15 pm  
Cunningbells 
begin 

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
6 pm Disciple I 
Study begins 
6 pm Disciple III 
Bible Study 
6:15 pm  
Cunningbells 

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 
6 pm Disciple I 
Bible Study 
6 pm Disciple III 
Bible Study 
6:15 pm  
Cunningbells 

LABOR DAY 
  

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

1-4 pm  
Senior Games 

at  
Ruth Vickery’s 

5 pm 
Missions  
Committee 
6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts  
begin 

5:15 pm  
Trustees 
6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 

3 pm UMW 

5:30 pm Finance 
6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 

5:30 pm 
Admin Council 
6:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 

5 pm Children & 
Youth bells begin 
6 pm Supper 
6:30 pm CREW  
Faithful Quest 
6:45 pm Choir 

5 pm Children’s 
and Youth bells 
6 pm Supper 
6:30 pm CREW  
Faithful Quest 
6:45 pm Choir 

 
5 pm Children’s 
and Youth bells 
6 pm Supper 
6:30 pm CREW  
Faithful Quest 
6:45 pm Choir 

5 pm  
Fall on the Farm  
volunteers meet 
5 pm Children’s 
and Youth bells 
6 pm Supper 
6:30 pm CREW  
Faithful Quest 
6:45 pm Choir 

5 pm 
Lay Leadership 
6 pm Disciple II 
Bible Study 

6 pm Disciple II 
Bible Study 

6 pm Disciple II 
Bible Study 

6 pm Disciple II 
Bible Study 

9 am 
Coffee Club 

9 am 
Coffee Club 

9 am 
Coffee Club 

9 am 
Coffee Club 

9 am 
Coffee Club 

7:50 am 
Habitat for 
Humanity 
Work Day 

8:30 am 
UMM 

Breakfast 

1:30 pm ERT 
Disaster 
Training 

 

2 pm Youth 
Slip-n-Slide 

Kickball  
Youth Movie 

Night 
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Sunday 
  9:30 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 

                    in Fellowship Hall 
 

  9:45 a.m.  Sunday School 

                    Nursery opens 
 

11:00 a.m.  WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

 

Monday 
  1:00 p.m.  Senior Game Day 

                    (Fellowship Hall) 
 

  6:00 p.m.  Disciple I Bible Study 

          Disciple III Bible Study 
 

  6:15 p.m.  Cunningbells 
 

 

 Wednesday 
  

 5:00 p.m.   Children’s Music Program    
                

6:00 p.m.   Fellowship Supper 
 

6:30 p.m.   Faithful Quest  

                   (Education Building) 

                   Senior MYF - the CREW 

                   (Youth House) 
 

 6:45 p.m.  Choir 

                   Nursery opens 
 

Thursday 
6:00 p.m.   Disciple II Bible Study 
 

Friday 
 9:00 a.m.  Coffee Club 

                   (Fellowship Hall) 

 

Weekly Program Schedule Study - it’s essential for your 

relationship with God! 

 
Bible Studies 

Disciple I 
The Disciple I study group is a 24-week “Fast Track” 

study of the Old and New Testaments. It will meet 

Monday evenings from 6 to 7:15 p.m. beginning  

September 18. Please call the office at 368-8197  

by September 8 to sign up and order books.  

 

Disciple 1I 
The Disciple II study group meets on Thursday   

evenings from 6-8 p.m.   

 

Disciple III 
The Disciple III study group will meet on Monday  

evenings from 6-8 p.m. beginning September 11.  

2016 Church Flowers 
I am continuing to fill in the calendar for 
2016.  If you would like to place flowers 

on the altar on a certain date,  
please call me at 251-368-4451 or email  

joybrown@frontiernet.net. Thanks!  Joyce Brown     
If you have placed flowers in the church and 

would like to donate them after the service to a 
sick person or shut-in, the Congregational Care 
Committee would be happy to deliver them for 
you.  Please contact Dianne Rose at 368-5478  

or the church office.  

October 15, 2017 

2 p.m. 
 

Charge Conference 
 

Watch for more details and  

mark your calendars for  

                   this very special day! 
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September Anniversaries 

September Birthdays 

Have we missed your birthday 
or anniversary?  Please contact 

the church office -  
we don’t want to leave anyone 

out! 368-8197 

September    3 Mitch & Tammy Jones      34 years 

September    7 Bob & Meg Jones       43 years 

September  19 Norman & Shelia Rogers      36 years 

September  26 Rick & Sarah F. Thompson       8 years 

September  27 Connie & Chris Gonzalez      37 years 

September   2 Duncan Pollard 

September   4 Emma Hart  

September   4 Dixon Keel  

September   4 Clint Smith  

September   5 Ben Hardy 

September   5 Mae Rivers  

September   7 Betty Raley 

September   7 Isabella Sanders  

September  13 Elliott Faircloth 

September  13 Meg Jones 

September  14 Bryant Quimby 

September  15 Julie Lowery Brantley 

September  18 Lanie Allen 

September  18 Walt Butler 

September  19 Walker Brantley 

September  19 Micheal Dean 

September  19 Angela Mays 

September  20 Danny Coley 

September  20 Paula Wright 

September  21 Joe Brown 

September  25 Bryce McKinnon 

September  26 Jonas Caraway 

September  27 Brandy Jones 

September  29 Harper Harrison 

September  29 Buster Thompson 

If you would like to place the name of a 

friend or loved one on the prayer list, 

please contact the church office  

at 368-8197.   

Thank you. 
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CUB SCOUTS  Pack #275               by Diana Henley 
 

Pack 275 will resume weekly Den meetings on Tuesday, September 5 at 6:30 p.m. The  

Pack participated in several events throughout the summer which included cookouts,  

camping, swimming, and fun games. The boys will be ready to begin working on their rank  

requirements. 
 

MEETING DATES: 
 
September    5         5:30 pm Leader meeting  
   6:30 pm Den meeting  

September  12       6:30 pm Den meeting  

September  19       6:30 pm Den meeting  

September  26      6:30 pm Pack meeting in FUMC Fellowship Hall 

ERT - EMERGENCY RESPONSE TRAINING 

Sunday, September 24   1:30 p.m. 
 

On September 24, we will have a Alabama-West Florida Conference  

Certified Disaster Response Trainer here to conduct disaster response training, 

which will help FUMC Atmore develop a disaster response team. Anyone interested 

in joining the team can contact Will Chapman, Disaster Relief Coordinator, or  

Joe Hardy. There is no cost for the training. There will be a second phase of this  

program, for chainsaw training, to be conducted at a later date. 

 SEPTEMBER 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

FELLOWSHIP SUPPERS  
     

September   6 - “Football Kick-Off” Supper - 

                         church will provide hot dogs and sausage dogs;    

                         bring your favorite tailgate food and wear your 

                         favorite high school or college team’s colors 

                         (rescheduled from weather cancellation) 
 

September 13 - Fried Chicken 

September 20 - Spaghetti Bake 

September 27 - Chicken Tenders 
 

The church provides the meat for the meal and all you need to bring is a 

side dish. The cost is $4.00 per person, $3.50 for seniors, or a maximum 

of $12.00 per family. If you need to add or cancel a reservation, please 

do so by noon each Tuesday. Come enjoy the good food and fellowship! 
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BOY SCOUTS   Troop 26                                      by Diana Henley 

Troop 26 hosted a Scout Fun Day on Saturday, July 22 at the Ball Park behind the Scout Hut.   
Members of the Troop were responsible for setting up games and fun activities. The Dunking Booth 
was the most popular event which included “victims” such as Jim Staff and several Troop 26 adults.   
Atmore Firefighters brought two fire trucks to let the boys explore and ask questions. 
 

The Gulf Coast Council hosted a Merit Badge University at Northwest Florida College in Niceville on 
Saturday, August 5. Several boys attended the classes and spent the day completing merit badge  
requirements. They stayed at Camp Euchee the remainder of the weekend and were able to canoe 
and hike, which completed additional requirements. The boys had a full weekend! 
 

Scouts who are members of the Order of the Arrow enjoyed the day swimming and fishing at Lake 
Weaver on Saturday, August 19. They held a meeting to discuss the upcoming Pow Wow event which 
will be September 8 - 10 at Camp Euchee. The local OA Chapter, Oschambos, is responsible for the 
food preparation for the entire Lodge. 
 

Troop 26 is selling Boy Scout Popcorn. Please see a Boy Scout if you are interested. All sales help 
them earn funds for next year's summer camp. 

Merit Badge University at Niceville, FL 

Order of the Arrow 
Event at Lake Weaver 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS   
 

 Flowers      Acolytes 

September    3   Communion    September    3   Communion 

September  10   Open     September  10   Mary Ruth Dortch 

September  17   Open     September  17   Judson Lee 

September  24   Susan & Clint Smith   September  24   Bentley Van Pelt 

  

 Nursery Workers     Ushers  

September    3   Christie Van Pelt    Joe Brogden    

                 JoAnn Presley    Sheilo Faircloth 

September  10   Diana Henley    Paula Wright 

       Sarah Frances Thompson  Ralph Wright 

September  17   Carolyn Loggins      

September  24   Robin Parker    Sound & Video   

       Ashley Strawbridge   James Lee 

        Randal Barnett    

 Communion Stewards 

 Randal & Suzanne Barnett    Church Lockup  

        Beth Drew                 
      

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
Third Tuesday of the Month 
Tuesday, September 19th 

3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 
Join us for a  

Church Breakfast  

Sunday, September 10  
                      8:30 to 9:30 a.m.  

                     in the Fellowship Hall  
 

The meal is free, but all donations will help  

provide scholarships to Blue Lake Camp  

for our children and youth.  

Everyone is invited to attend!  
 

Sponsored by the FUMC United Methodist Men 



 

Return Service Requested 

First United Methodist Church 

311 South Pensacola Avenue                             

 Atmore, Al 36502                                                     

     

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are a people bound together under  

the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

We are a people bound together by prayer. 

Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual 

guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God. 

Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to 

serving God through worship and 

witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts. 

With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship, 

comfort and support to our congregation and community. 

As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual, 

and the importance of each to our congregation. 

Aware of the need for innovative ministries, 

we enthusiastically accept the challenge to 

promote  the growth of Christianity in our community. 

Phone: 251-368-8197 

Fax:  251-368-0581 

Email: office@fumcatmore.org 

First United Methodist Church 

of Atmore 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fumcatmore.org 
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