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Words
In the letter Peter wrote to the five provinces we have focused on five words:
Joy
Genuine
Healed
Ready
Humble
Those are some great words! Peter knew the language that would be
important for us to know 2000 years later. And all of those words require
action – we are to be those things. And when we are those things we have the
opportunity to share the good news that Jesus died for all in a way that is
encouraging and inclusive.
In the world we live in today it is so easy to become polarized. Facebook and
Instagram give us venues to share our opinions – and everything else – with
the entire world. Email keeps us from having to really look each other in the
face and communicate. Texting means we do not even have to talk to
someone on the phone. When we used the word “talk” it does not mean we
had a verbal conversation with someone. We contacted someone via some
media and when they felt like it they contacted us in return – or they didn’t.
I’m still not sure about the protocol concerning texts – do we have to
respond? Even the question seems ridiculous to me – is there a protocol for
texts? I suppose they went through the same thing when phones were
invented – do we have to answer it just because it rings?
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Now that I’ve gone down that rabbit hole, let’s get back on topic – our action
words. How can we spread the joy? What does it mean to be genuine? What is
a life that is healed? Am I ready? What more can be accomplished if I am
humble?
The first action we need to take is to be out there – be face to face – be
engaged in other people’s lives. Relationships are key. Jesus modeled it for us.
He could have gone around preaching, teaching, and healing and the news
would have gotten out. But he didn’t. He took the time to be in a relationship
with the 12 disciples. He worked hard on those relationships. He took time. He
didn’t give up on them. He ate with them, slept with them, worked with them,
encouraged them, and he held them accountable.
(Continued on page 2)
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We can do the same. We can be in a small group and study together. We can serve in many ways and get
to know each other. We can attend worship and speak to the visitors. We have so many opportunities at
FUMCA. Do not miss one of those opportunities to put one of the five words into action!
So, I have gone back and forth about this article. Should it be just a regular article? My gut feeling is to
make it another article like all the others. “Do not make it a big deal that this is your last article!” is what
my gut is telling me. But then the Holy Spirit seems to nudge me, “Let them know what is on your heart.
You never held back before so don’t do it now.”
I went back and read the first article I wrote for the July 2013 newsletter. I told you the first thing you
needed to know about me is that I trust God. I also quoted from the resident Bishop’s address to the
Alabama West Florida Annual Conference in June 2013. Clergy were to consider the words of John the
Baptist in Matthew 11.3. John sent word to Jesus, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” We were asked to reflect on our own appointments and ask ourselves – are we the one or will
the people of the church feel like they have to wait for another?
I spent a lot of time on that question – then and now. I was so excited about being your pastor – and even
still I am excited about being your pastor. I have trusted God and God has done a good thing.
I could not have asked for a better place to serve. Thank you for letting me be your pastor.

Love,
Debora
John 13.34

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another.”

Music Ministry
June is here, with hot weather, swimming pools and vacation from school. Soon it
will officially be summer!
All three of our handbell groups are already on their summer break. I am so proud
of each of the groups. Our Children and Youth Handbell group shared their music with
our church on Mother's Day and did a tremendous job! Thank you for the parents who
Gilda Stubben
made sure their children were at practice on Wednesdays, and now, they will enjoy the
Music Director
swimming pool on Wednesdays. Have fun guys!! I want to thank the Children and Youth
Ringers for the wonderful and thoughtful gift. I love it, and I love you!! I also want to say
a big 'Thank You' to Sarah Frances Thompson and Kitty Day for filling in when we had
sick ringers or when a ringer had a conflict.
Adult choir practice will continue in the month of June. We will not have choir practice during the
month of July, but we will be looking for solos, duets, and other ensembles for that month. If we have
anyone who wants to sing in an ensemble, let me know. Have a great June!
Gilda
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Muchas Gracias!

Many, many thanks to all who participated in the Fiesta Dinner on May 3. Our FUMCA Mission Team, the
awesome Mission Committee, and helpful spouses spent hours on the decorating and the food! It was
SO MUCH FUN! A special and personal thank you to James and Cindy Lee for their generous donation
of the beef AND to Robin Parker, head chef and menu planner! (I must thank Janice Chapman who
browned ALL of the ground beef!) Thanks to the generosity of those who came to enjoy, we netted
approximately $1400 to benefit the Mission Team and the expenses we will incur doing ministry with our
neighbors in Palmares, Costa Rica! Again, MUCHAS GRACIAS to everyone! Ole!!!
Commissioning for the Mission Team is June 4 during morning worship. The team returns to Pensacola
early on the morning of June 25. We will be talking about our trip during morning worship. Please be here
as we share stories about our week!
Carol Crook and Julie Johnson drove to Mobile with a CAR LOAD of paper products for Mobile Inner City
Mission! Thank you for your donations, and thanks to Carol and Julie for the delivery!
Dios te Bendiga (God bless you.)
Renee
hardyhom@frontiernet.net

After school mentors and tutors hard at work.
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Children - Faithful Quest
As school wound down, our children had fun “shopping” our upcoming yard sale
and wrapping a few extra Mother’s Day gifts. They were excited with their finds and
proud of their handiwork! The children will help out with the Yard Sale by holding
a Bake Sale on Thursday, June 1st . Come by the portico area and get some goodies
from 4:30-8:30 p.m.
Sarah Frances Thompson
Get ready to beat the heat of summer with us at the Maker Fun Factory
Children’s Director
Vacation Bible School, June 11-15th! I can't wait to see what God has in store for
all of us during this exciting week and beyond. Please let me know if you would like to
help in any way. There is a place and a need for everyone!

Thank you
Sarah Frances

VBS
starts
June 11th!!

The CREW Methodist Youth Fellowship
Our library is now up and running and has been appropriately named the “Little Love
Library,” because that is exactly what our youth plan to do with this wonderful activity share God’s love to whomever passes by. Below is the message we will display on the
side of the library for all to see. We hope everyone enjoys this project as much as we
have enjoyed making it!
Little Love Library
The Little Love Library is what they call me,
Because I share with others what God has given naturally.
Each book inside has been given up,
By someone who knows you should spread the Love.
You may take a book, or leave a book, it is really up to you.
Just pay it forward to those you meet by showing them love too.
Best,
Kay Leigh

Kay Leigh Miller
Youth Director
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Weekly Program Schedule

MR. AND MRS. THOMAS E. MILLER
REQUEST THE HONOUR OF YOUR PRESENCE
AT THE MARRIAGE OF THEIR DAUGHTER

Sunday
9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in Fellowship Hall
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Nursery opens

Linda Kay Leigh
TO

Robert Elliott

11:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE

SON OF
MR. AND MRS. ROBERT WILLARD FAIRCLOTH, JR.

Monday
1:00 p.m. Senior Game Day
(Fellowship Hall)

FRIDAY, THE THIRTIETH OF JUNE
TWO THOUSAND AND SEVENTEEN
HALF PAST SIX O’CLOCK IN THE EVENING

Wednesday
6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Supper

6:30 p.m.

Faithful Quest
(Education Building)
Senior MYF - the CREW
(Youth House)

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
311 S. PENSACOLA AVENUE
ATMORE, ALABAMA

Church Breakfast
Sunday, June 4
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall

6:45 p.m. Choir
Nursery opens

7 p.m.

Summer Swim

Friday
9:00 a.m. Coffee Club
(Fellowship Hall)

The meal is free, and all donations will help provide
scholarships to Blue Lake Camp for our children
and youth. Everyone is invited!

UMM Fish Fry

Saturday, June 10

11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Come join the FUMC Atmore men as they get together
for fun and fellowship for a good cause. Proceeds from
the Fish Fry will benefit FUMC Missions and Blue
Lake Camp scholarships. Tickets are $8.00 a plate
and available from any UMM Club member or the
office. Contact John Brantley @ 254-1102 to sign up.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
1

2

YARD SALE
& Children’s
Bake Sale
4:30-8:30 pm

4

8:30 am
Church
Breakfast
by UMM
Communion

5

Annual
Conference

1-4 pm
Senior Games

Annual
Conference

11

12

6

Annual
Conference

7

Annual
Conference

Fri
9 am
Coffee Club

YARD SALE
& Youth Hot
Dog Sale
8 am-5:30 pm

18

Mission
Trip

Children
& Youth
Sunday

VBS
5:30-8 pm

19

Mission
Trip

14

5:15 pm
Trustees
VBS
5:30-8 pm

20

Mission
Trip

1-4 pm
Senior Games
5:30 pm
Finance Comm.

25

Mission
Team
returns

Missions
Sunday

26

YARD SALE
& Youth Hot
Dog Sale
8 am-3 pm

8

9

10

15

16

17

9 am
Coffee Club

9 am
Coffee Club

VBS
5:30-8 pm

3

6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
5:15 pm
6:45 pm Choir
Missions Comm. 7 pm Swim

13

1-4 pm
Senior Games

Sat

27

No Wednesday
supper or
activities
VBS
5:30-8 pm

21

Mission
Trip

5:15 Children’s
Leadership
Team
6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
6:45 pm Choir
7 pm Swim

28

VBS
5:30-8 pm

22

Mission
Trip

23

Mission
Trip

9 am
Coffee Club

29

30

9 am
Coffee Club

1-4 pm
Senior Games
6 pm
Admin Council

6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
6:45 pm Choir
7 pm Swim

Mission
Team
departs for
Costa Rica

6:30 pm
Miller-Faircloth
Wedding

24

Mission
Trip
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June Anniversaries

The twins are here…!!
Announcing the arrival of

June

1

Terry & Linda Jones

49 years

June

3

Micheal & Amy Dean

17 years

Joshua Aaron McIntyre
8 lb. 15 oz. 20 1/2 inches

June

6

Tom & Renee Wolfe

36 years

and

June 11

Tommy & Laurie Moore

40 years

June 13

Joe & Renee Hardy

36 years

Nathaniel Seth McIntyre
6 lb. 1 oz. 21 inches

June 16

Joe & Rachel Brown

38 years

June 19

Gary & Susan Purvis

53 years

June 22

Clifton & Totsie Mims

43 years

June 24

Steve & Beth Drew

40 years

born May 3, 2017
in Mobile, AL
welcomed with love by proud parents,
Jonah and Kelly McIntyre,
and big brother, Samuel

June Birthdays
June

2

Justin Marsh

June

14

Carol Elkins

June

3

Johnny Gibbs

June

14

Todd Parker

June

3

Hazel Hall

June

17

Norman Rogers

June

5

Anna Mims

June

18

Nicholas Drew

June

6

Riley Harrison

June

20

Lamar Fillingim

June

7

Micky Akins

June

23

Hillary Huskey

June

9

Lindsay Mims

June

24

Ed Brown

June

9

Phyllis Shipp

June

24

Laurie Moore

June

11

Brad Quimby

June

25

Jennifer Sanders

June

11

Shelia Rogers

June

26

Sheilo Faircloth

June

11

Priscilla Wilder

June

27

Ashley Strawbridge

June

12

Pee Wee Powell

June

28

Reese Jones

June

13

Patty Castleberry

June

29

Mark Rodgers

June

13

Charlie Sasser

June

30

Kathy Keel

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER news…
June 7 - Fried Chicken
June 14 - No Supper/VBS week
June 21 - Chicken Tenders
June 28 - BBQ
We are turning back time…!
Beginning in June, the church will provide the meat for the meal and all you need to
bring is a side dish. The cost is $4.00 per person, $3.50 for seniors, or a maximum of
$12.00 per family. If you are not on our standing reservation list, now is a good time
to add your name. Please add or cancel reservations by noon each Friday.
Call the office at 368-8197. Come enjoy the good food and fellowship!
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CUB SCOUTS Pack #275

by Diana Henley

Pack 275 participated in the Mayfest Opening Ceremony with the Boy Scouts from Troop 26
on Saturday, May 6 at Tom Byrne Park. The Cub Scouts stood at attention as they watched
the Boy Scouts raise the flag.
Cub Scouts received their rank badges and belt loops at the May Pack meeting. The boys
began working on their "adventure" requirements in the Fall and have to be completed in
order for the Cub Scouts to earn their rank badges by May. These adventures teach boys
about citizenship, first aid, nutrition, and many other good character building topics. The Den
Leaders put in a lot of time to prepare and teach these skills and should be commended for
their commitment to the Scouting Program.
Pack 275 will not meet during the summer but
will have several planned activities which will
allow the boys to earn a special award if they
participate. The first outing will be a "Weiner
Roast" at the Crawford home on
Saturday, June 24.
The families and leaders of Pack 275
appreciate the support of Atmore FUMC.

BOY SCOUTS Troop 26

by Diana Henley

The Boy Scouts are proud to participate in community events such as
Mayfest. They practice raising the flag during the weekly meetings and
are glad to use those skills for the community.
Sunday, June 4, Troop 26 will load up and head to LaGrange, Georgia
for their week long summer camp. Five adults and seventeen boys will
be attending. They hope to complete several merit badges and also
have a good time interacting with other Scouts.

We are proud to announce
Myles Ray Hollingsworth
graduated Magna Cum Laude
from Huntingdon College
on Saturday, May 6th
with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Business Management
CONGRATULATIONS, MYLES,
FROM YOUR CHURCH FAMILY!

FUMC YARD SALE
at Youth House
Thursday, June 1
Friday, June 2
Saturday, June 3

4:30 pm - 8:30 pm
8:00 am - 5:30 pm
8:00 am - 3:00 pm

Volunteers are needed to serve as cashiers for
the Yard Sale and to help out in any way needed.
If you can help, please call the office at 368-8197
to sign up for a time slot.
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WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS
June

Flowers

Acolytes

4 Communion

June

4 Communion

June 11 Emily Hardy Branch

June 11 Mary Joyner Dean

June 18 Pat Hollingsworth

June 18 Mary Ruth Dortch

June 25 open

June 25 Judson Lee

June

Nursery Workers

Ushers

4 Robin Parker

Walt Butler

Ashley Strawbridge
June 11 Haley Huskey
Jocelyn Drew
June 18 Meg Jones
Suzanne Barnett

Janice Chapman
Linda Ellison
Elliott Faircloth
Kay Leigh Miller
Clint Smith

June 25 Cynthia Rodgers

Lee Cannon

Church Lockup

Sound & Video

Keith Castleberry

Todd Parker
James Lee

2017 Church Flowers
If you would like to
place flowers on the altar
on a certain date in 2017,
even if it is later in the year,
please call me at 368-4451 or
email joybrown@frontiernet.net.
Flowers may now be placed
on the altar on Communion Sundays.
Thanks! Joyce Brown

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
UMW will not meet during
June, July, and August
Summer Swimming at
the City Pool after
Wednesday Suppers
begins June 7...
Join us!

First United Methodist Church
311 South Pensacola Avenue
Atmore, Al 36502
Return Service Requested
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First United Methodist Church
of Atmore
Phone: 251-368-8197
Fax: 251-368-0581
Email: office@fumcatmore.org

We’re on the Web!
www.fumcatmore.org

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a people bound together under
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
We are a people bound together by prayer.
Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual
guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God.
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to
serving God through worship and
witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts.
With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship,
comfort and support to our congregation and community.
As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual,
and the importance of each to our congregation.
Aware of the need for innovative ministries,
we enthusiastically accept the challenge to
promote the growth of Christianity in our community.

