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It’s an Adventure
The voice from the backseat becomes more insistent. “What letter
does it start with?” The voice is almost whining with anticipation as we travel
down a seemingly endless tangle of winding roads. To the owner of the voice,
the journey seems endless and agonizing. But it’s always worth the wait.
From the time our children were old enough to truly understand
birthdays we have chosen not to do elaborate birthday parties and
extravagant gift-giving. Instead, we have developed a tradition of taking day
trips to various interesting destinations and events. We call them Birthday
Adventures, and they have become a vital part of our family’s shared stories.
We never tell them where we’re going until we get there. Hence the whining
from the back seat. Whether we’ve gone to the zoo or to the Florida State
University spring football game; the Birmingham Auto Dealers’ Show or the
Orlando Lamborghini dealership, we have made memories and truly had
adventures that our family will treasure forever.
We are trying to instill an adventurous spirit in the lives of our children.
We want them to view this journey of life as an unfolding journey that is less
about the destination and more about the way we travel. We are called to
set out in obedience and in confidence that our steps matter and that God
remains faithful to us as we go. Our journey involves risk and vulnerability,
but it also reveals to us the joy and delight that God takes in surprising us.
From the very beginning, Patti and I have thought of this journey in
itinerant ministry as an adventure. I believe you have to understand this life
as an adventure filled with possibility and filled with the unexpected. Although
this mindset applies quite nicely to the life of a Methodist itinerant pastor, it
truly ought to apply to any of us who would follow the traveling rabbi and
savior of the world, Jesus Christ.
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God has a peculiar habit of calling people into a new journey of life
without being entirely clear about the destination:
“Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you.” Genesis 12:1
(Continued on page 2)
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When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to
him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and
see.” John 1:38-39
These are only a couple of the many examples of God calling people out of the security of their
own expectations and into the vulnerability of reliance on God’s promise to be with us and to equip us
for the journey we take.
We can easily overlook, however, one key aspect of God’s call into this adventure. We are never
called to travel alone. We are given not only the promise of Christ’s presence with us, but also, the
presence of other disciples who are traveling this road with us. We not only aren’t meant to travel alone,
we are truly unable to live out our common mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ by ourselves. We
need each other in order truly to be the Body of Christ.
I am humbled to be appointed to travel with you as we seek to continue faithfully acting as the
Body of Christ in Atmore. Our journey is limited only by the imagination of God. So, as we take these
steps together, we can travel in confidence and boldness, not in our destination, but in the call to take
these steps with the one who will never fail us and will never leave us.
Yours in Christ,
Brennan

Music Ministry
Can you believe that it is the seventh month of the year?! Yes, we are beginning
the second half of 2017!! We had a wonderful VBS last month learning that God created
us and will always love us! Totsie Mims and I had a blast singing and dancing with our
children. They were great!
We will not have adult choir practice on Wednesday nights during the month of
July. We appreciate the faithful members who work every week to provide music for our
worship services. We will continue to have music in July with some solos and ensembles.
So, choir folks, enjoy your free Wednesdays, but we will see you on Sundays. Remember,
this is only for the month of July!!
Gilda

Gilda Stubben
Music Director
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Evangelism

By any other name…

The FUMCA SERVICE team returned from Costa Rica in time for morning worship on Sunday,
June 25. Many thanks to all who “liked” us on Facebook as pictures from our week were posted.
It was an incredible week of sharing and SERVICE. Thanks to Jim and Mac Henley for delivering
us safely and driving the team back to Atmore in our sleep-deprived states!!!
Please stay tuned for an opportunity to see all our pictures and hear more about the trip in the
near future.

It was our privilege to represent FUMC Atmore with our SERVICE in Palmares, Costa Rica.
Each year we become more attached to the congregation of Iglesia Metodista Cristo Vive.
They are a hugging and cheek-kissing bunch!
Dios te bendiga! Or as Tiny Tim would say, “God bless us, EVERYONE!”
Renee
hardyhom@frontiernet.net
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the kindness, support,
concern, and especially your prayers during my
cancer battle this past year. Although I face a
few years of follow-up testing, recent tests
revealed no current evidence of cancer. I am
truly grateful for this blessing. Thanks for all
the meals, transportation, house cleaning, and
yard work during my cancer treatments. I was
overwhelmed by your caring and generous
spirit. Mark and I are truly blessed to be a part
of this church family.
With love and much appreciation,
Carol Elkins

You are cordially invited to a

Church Luncheon
to welcome our new pastor

Reverend Brennan Peacock
Sunday, July 23, 2017
The church will provide the ham and dessert. Bring
your favorite salad or side dish and join us in the
Fellowship Hall following the worship service as we
welcome Reverend Peacock and his family to Atmore!
Please RSVP to the office at 368-8197 by Wednesday, July 19
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Children - Faithful Quest
Youth Fellowship - the CREW
The youth and children were busy with this year's Maker Fun
Factory VBS! We could not have had such a successful week
without the help from all of our volunteers and those that helped
in so many ways before and after VBS week. Our VBS campers went
F. Thompson Kay Leigh Faircloth
above and beyond by helping to raise $1,100.00 for Pilots for Christ. Sarah
Youth Director
Children’s Director
We are excited to present this to Pilots for Christ during an
upcoming Sunday service. Please enjoy these pictures as a tiny glimpse into the huge impact you helped
make on all of these kids. From July 10-14, our children will be headed to Camp X at Blue Lake. We
are so appreciative of the United Methodist Men for their generous giving and recognition of how special
camp is for all of our kids. Thank you to our entire church family for your love and support of all of our
programs. Wow, God!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Our annual waterpark visit is planned for Saturday, August 12th. We will be headed to Big
Kahuna’s in Destin, FL. ! The cost is $20 for members and $40 for non members. This does not include
snack/lunch money. Children 4th grade and under must be accompanied by an adult. Monday, August 7,
is the deadline to pay for tickets and turn in Liability Release forms. Please give the office a call at
368-8197 if you have any questions.
Love,
Kay Leigh and Sarah Frances
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Weekly Program Schedule

...and more VBS fun!

Sunday
9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
in Fellowship Hall
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Nursery opens
11:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE

Monday
1:00 p.m. Senior Game Day
(Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday
6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Supper

6:30 p.m.

Faithful Quest
(Education Building)
Senior MYF - the CREW
(Youth House)

6:45 p.m. Choir
Nursery opens
7 p.m.

Summer Swim
at City Pool
BLUE LAKE CAMP news…!

Friday
9:00 a.m. Coffee Club
(Fellowship Hall)

Our elementary children will attend
“Camp X”
at Blue Lake Camp
Monday, July 10 - Friday, July 14
Please pray that they will have
an enjoyable camp experience.
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Sun Mon

Tue

Wed Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
Communion
Rev. Brennan
Peacock’s first
service at
FUMC Atmore

3

OFFICE
CLOSED

OFFICE
CLOSED

1-4 pm
Senior
1-4
pmGames
at
Ruth
Vickery’s
Senior
Games

9

10

11 am
Guest Speaker
Pat Shubird

1-4 pm
Senior Games

8:30 am
UMM Church
Breakfast

4

Blue
Lake

17

11 am
Guest Speaker
Rev. Laura
Weant

1-4 pm
Senior Games

23

24

11 am
Rev. Brennan
Peacock
12 Noon
Welcome
Luncheon for
Rev. Peacock

30

11

Blue
Lake

5th Sunday
Offering for
UMCH

18

8

9 am
Coffee Club

12

Blue
Lake

13

Blue
Lake

14

Blue
Lake

15

6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
7 pm Swim

19

20

25

26

21

27

28
9 am
Coffee Club

6 pm Supper
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
7 pm Swim

22

9 am
Coffee Club

5:15 Children’s
Leadership Team
6 pm Cookout
Supper at Pool
6:30 pm CREW
Faithful Quest
5:30 pm
Finance Comm. 7 pm Swim

6 pm
Admin Council

1-4 pm
Senior Games

7

9 am
Coffee Club

1-4 pm
Senior Games

31

6

No Wednesday
supper or
activities

5:15 pm
Trustees

16

5

29
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July Anniversaries
July

1

Giles & Kat Chapman

70 years

July

2

Sammy & Sandra Day

40 years

July 25

Kenny & Susan Smith

30 years

July Birthdays
July

2

Cindy Dortch

July

2

Andrew Presley

July

2

Doris Van Pelt

July

3

Emily Pollard

July

3

Ann Powell

July

5

Zachary Allen

July

5

Ruth Vickery

July 11

Nancy Rednour

July 12

Linda Jones

July 13

Mary Ruth Dortch

July 14

Eubie Trawick

July 14

Stephen Van Pelt

July 15

Tyler Chandler

July 15

Susan H. Smith

July 19

Jim Johnson

July 21

Rev. Brennan Peacock

July 22

Ethan Allen

July 23

Molly Barnett

July 23

Lauren Presley

July 24

Mickey Cannon

July 25

Tim Dortch

July 25

Kinsley McKinnon

July 25

Susan Purvis

July 28

Wayne Dunn

July 29

Louise Morris

July 29

Christie Van Pelt

July 30

Brandon Dortch

July 30

Grant Sasser

July 31

Jackson Dortch

It is a girl!
Announcing the arrival of
Julia Katheryn Thompson
born June 29, 2017
in Mobile, AL
2 lb. 10 oz. 14 1/4 inches
welcomed with love by proud parents,
Rick and Sarah Frances Thompson,
big brother, Buster,
and grandparents, Julia and Johnny Gibbs
Congratulations to
Kay Leigh Miller and Elliott Faircloth
who were united in marriage on Friday, June 30
and
Mary Frances Chapman Wood and Doug Anderson
who were united in marriage on Saturday, July 1

Church Breakfast
Sunday, July 9
8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall
The meal is free, and all donations will help provide
scholarships to Blue Lake Camp for our children
and youth. Everyone is invited!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER news…
July 5 - No Supper
July 12 - Ham
July 19 - Cookout at City Pool
July 26 - Mexican dishes
Take a break from heavy cooking and join us
for Wednesday supper. The church provides
the meat for the meal and all you need to
bring is a side dish. The cost is $4.00 per
person, $3.50 for seniors, or a maximum
of $12.00 per family. If you are not on our
standing reservation list, now is a good time
to sign up. If you need to add or cancel a
reservation, please do so by noon each
Friday. Come enjoy the good fellowship!

Page 8

THE CHURCHMAN

CUB SCOUTS Pack #275

by Diana Henley

The Cub Scouts of Pack 275 joined with the Boy Scouts of Troop 26 to spend the night on the
USS Alabama on Friday, May 19th. The boys learned about history while they explored the
ship. The USS Alabama Overnighter is always a favorite event!
The Pack has taken a break from Den meetings, but will have several fun events in July. The
Cub Scouts and their families will be able to camp with the Troop during the weekend of July
7th - 9th at the Gulf Shores State Park. Monday, July 17th they will spend the evening at the
Atmore City Pool swimming and eating pizza. A Cub Scout Fun Day is planned for Saturday,
July 22nd at the ball park next to the Scout Hut where they will participate in an assortment of
games and activities. During the summer, Cub Scouts can earn a patch by participating in
these "outdoor" events.
There will be a Planning meeting for leaders and parents
on July 25 at 6:30 in the FUMC Fellowship Hall.

BOY SCOUTS Troop 26

by Diana Henley

The Boy Scouts of Troop 26 were up early on the morning of May 27th to place flags on
graves at Oak Hill Cemetery. The VFW provided a nice breakfast after they finished at the
cemetery.
The boys and the adults survived Summer Camp at Frank G. Lumpkin Camp in LaGrange,
Georgia. They had rain the first few days but the remainder of the week was dry. The boys
worked on merit badges throughout the day and on several evenings they studied Astronomy
and Space Exploration. Some of the red Georgia clay made it back to Atmore amidst all the
dirty laundry! Thanks to everyone for your support during the fundraisers.
The Troop has several campouts planned during July. These campouts will help them
complete the rank requirements for overnight camping. The Boy Scouts will help with the Cub
Scout Fun Day and will have a Lock-In at the Scout Hut the night before.
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WORSHIP MINISTRY ASSIGNMENTS
Flowers

Acolytes

July

2 a Church Member

July

2 Communion

July

9 Vickery Family

July

9 Bentley Van Pelt

July 16 Rene’ & Lamar Godwin

July 16 Isabella Sanders

July 23 Open

July 23 Sydney Snow

July 30 Open

July 30 Harper Harrison

July

Nursery Workers

Ushers

2 Maggie Quimby

Keith Castleberry

Beth Drew
July

9 Christie Van Pelt

Melissa Nichols
Randy Nichols

July 16 Diana Henley

Dianne Rose

July 23 Carolyn Loggins

Jim Spears

July 30 Robin Parker

Sandy Whitaker

Ashley Strawbridge

Sound & Video
Communion Stewards

Ben Quimby

Gabby & Tim Dortch

Todd Parker

Church Lockup
Terry Jones

2017 Church Flowers
If you would like to
place flowers on the altar
on a certain date in 2017,
even if it is later in the year,
please call me at 368-4451 or
email joybrown@frontiernet.net.
Flowers may now be placed
on the altar on Communion Sundays.
Thanks! Joyce Brown

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
UMW will not meet during
June, July, and August
Summer Swimming at
the City Pool
continues after
Wednesday Suppers
Join us!

JULY 30th
5th SUNDAY
OFFERING
for UMCH

First United Methodist Church
311 South Pensacola Avenue
Atmore, Al 36502
Return Service Requested
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First United Methodist Church
of Atmore
Phone: 251-368-8197
Fax: 251-368-0581
Email: office@fumcatmore.org

We’re on the Web!
www.fumcatmore.org

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a people bound together under
the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
We are a people bound together by prayer.
Our doors and hearts are open to all who seek spiritual
guidance, Biblical knowledge and the Kingdom of God.
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are committed to
serving God through worship and
witnessing to our faith with our time, talents and gifts.
With a compassionate spirit, we offer friendship, fellowship,
comfort and support to our congregation and community.
As we grow, we will remember the value of each individual,
and the importance of each to our congregation.
Aware of the need for innovative ministries,
we enthusiastically accept the challenge to
promote the growth of Christianity in our community.

